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MEMOIRS of the extraordinary Life, 
I Works, and Difcovcries of Martinos 
* ScRIBLERUS. 


I NTODUCTION to the READER. 


I N the reign of Queen Anne, (which, notwith- 
(landing thofe happy times which fucceeded, 
every Englifhman may remember), thou may’ll 
pofiibly, gentle reader, have feen a venerable per- 
fon who 'recjuented the outfide of the palace of St. 
James’s, pnd who, by the gravity of his deport¬ 
ment ard habit, was generally taken for a decayed 
gentleman of Spain. His ftature was tall, his vi- 
fage long, his complexion olive, his brows were 
black, and even his eyes hollow, yet piercing, his 
nofe inclined to aquiline, his beard negicdteef and 
mixed with grey. ^11 this contributed to ipread a 
folemn melancholy over his countenance. Pytha¬ 
goras was not more (ilent, Pyrrho more motionless, 
nor Zeno more auftere. His wig was as black and 
irnooth as the plumes of a raven, and hung as ltraic 
as the hair of a river-god riling from the water. 
His^j^k fo completely covered his whoie perfon, 
th.lrwhether or no he had any other cloaths (much 
lefs any linen) under it, I Hull not fay; but his 
Vol. \ 1 . A (word 
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faord appeared a full yard behind him, 
manner of weaving it was fo itit, n ' j y 

nrown to his thigh His whole figure was fo uttei y 
unl-he any thing of this world, that it was not na- 
tiiral formally man to aft him a queftion w.«ha»« 
bicffing himfelf firft. Thofe who never faw a Jr- 
fuir, took him for one, and others belied him 

fome high-pried of the Jews. 

But under this macerated form was concealed 
mind replete with Icience, burning wuh a z«l ot 
benefiting his fellow-creature, and filled with 
honed confcious pride, mixed with a coin of do 
ing or differing the lead thing beneath the dign 
of a philofopher. Accordingly, hr had a foul ih-t 
would not let him accept of any offers ot chant), 
at the fame time that his body feetned but too much 
to require it. His lodging was in a final chamber 
up four pair of ffairs, where he regularly paid lot 
what he had when he eat or drank; and he was 
often obferved wholly to abffain from both He 
declined fpeaking to any one, except the queen, 
or her firft minifter, to whom he attempted to 
make fome applications; but his real bufinefs or in¬ 
tentions were utterly unknown to all men. 11 
much is certain, that he was obnoxious to the 
queen’s miniftry ; who, either out ot jealoufy 01 
envy, had him fpirited away, and carried abroad 

as a dangerous perfon, without any regard to the 

known laws of the kingdom. , t 

One day, as this gentleman was walking about 
dinner-time alone in the Mall, it happened that a 
manufeript dropt from under his cloak which m) 
fervant picked up, and brought to me. It was 
written in the Latin tongue, and contained man) 
moft profound fecrets, in an unuiual turn ot rea- 
foning and (file. The firft leaf was infer,bed with 
thefe words, Codicillus, feu Liber Memorial", Mar - 
tint Scribleri. The book was of fo wonderful a 
nature, it is incredible what a delire I conceived 
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that moment to be acquainted with the author, 
who, I clearly perceived, was Tome great philofo- 
pher in difguile. 1 feveral times endeavoured to 
ipeak to him, which he as often induflrioufiy a- 
voided. At length I found an opportunity (as 
he ftood under the piazza by the dancing room in 
St. James’s) to acquaint him in the Latin tongue, 
that his manufeript was fallen into my hands ; and 
faying this, I prefented it to him, with great en¬ 
comiums on the learned author. Hereupon he 
took me afide, furveyed me over with a fixed at¬ 
tention, and opening the dafps of the* parchment 
cover, |)oke (to my great furprife) in Englifh, as 
follows. 

“ Courteous (hanger, whoever thou art, I ern- 
4C brace thee as my belt friend ; for either the ftars 
“ and my art are deceitful, or the deftined time is 
“ come, which is to manifeft Martinus Scriblerus 
“ to the world, and thou the perfon choien by- 
fate for this talk. What thou i'eeft in n\e, is a 
“ body exhaufted by the labours of the mind. I 
4; have found in Dame Nature not indeed an un • 

kind, but a very coy miftrefs. Watchful nights, 
“ anxiou days, {lender, meals, and endlefs la- 
“ hours, itmll: be the lor of all who purlue her 
“ througM her labyrinths and meanders. My firft 
“ vital ai l drew in this ifland (a foil fruitful of 
“ philofophers), but my complexion is become a* 
“ duft, and my body arid, by viiiting lands (as 
“ the poet has it), alio fub folc calentes. I have, 
“ through my whole life, pafied under feveral 
“ dilguifes and unknown names, to fereen myfelf 
“ from the envy and malice which mankind" ex- 
“ prefs againft thofe who are poflefied of the Ar- 
*• canum Magnum. But at prefent I am forced to 
“ take fantftuary in the Britifh court, to avoid the 
“ revenge of a cruel Spaniard, who has purfued 
*‘- 4 !!S^lmofi: through the whole terraqueous globe. 
“ Being, about four years ago, in the city of Ma- 
A 2 drid, 
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“ drid, in queft of natural knowledge, I was m- 
“ formed of a lady, who was marked with a pom- 
‘< granale upon the infideof her right thing, whtc.t 
•• bloflbtned, and, as it were, feetned to tr» » 
the due leafon. Forthwith was 
.. an infatiabllt curiof.ly to view * h “ 

•> phenomenon. 1 felt the ardour of my palho 
« increafe as the feafon advanced, till, in the mon 
.. of luly, I could no longer contain. 1 bnnea 
« her duenna, was admitted to the bath, law her 
“ undrefled, and the wonder dilplayed. Ih • 

V foon dilcovered by the hufband, who finding 
« fome letters I had writ to the duenna, contam 
“ ing exprefiions of a doubtful meaning, .fulpcfled 
« me 8 of a crime moft alien from the pur,tv of my 
.. thoughts. Incontinently, I left Madrid by the 
“ advice of friends i have been purfued, dogged, 

<c an d way. laid through feveral nations, and e ' e 
.. now farce think myfelf fecure within the fac ed 
« W alls of this palace It has been my good tor 
«• tune to have feen all the grand phxnm«na of 
nature, excepting an earthquake, which I « 

“ ed for in Naples three years in vain ; and now, 

*< by means of fome Britifli Ihip (whole colours 
“ no Spaniard dare approach*), I impatiently ex- 
« peel a fafe pafTage to Jamaica, for that benefit 
“ To thee, my friend, whom fate has marked for 

my hiftoriographer, I leave thefe m X Co “®f n ’ 
“ taries, and others of my ? works. No more- 
“ be faithful and impartial. 

He foon after performed his prorrr.fe and left 
me the Commentaries, giving me alfo turlliei 
light by many conferences; when he was unfor- 
innately touched away, as 1 before related, by the 

iealoufy of the queen’s mimftry. , CA 

" Though 1 was thus, to my eternal grief, depnv- 
ep, of his converfation, he, for fome years, con- 

* This narks the time when the Introduttion was written.^^ 
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tinued his correfpondence, and communicated to 
me many of his projc&s for the benefit of man¬ 
kind. He fent me fome of his writings, and re¬ 
commended to my care the recovery of others, 
ffraggling about the world and a {Turned by other 
men. The lad time I heard from him, was on 
occafion of his ftridlures on the Dunciad ; fince 
when, feveral years being elapfed, I have reafon 
to believe this excellent perfon is either dead, or 
carried by his vehement third: for knowledge, into 
fome remote, or perhaps undifeovered region of 
the world. In either cafe, I think it a debt no 
longer to be delayed, to reveal what I know of 
this prodigy of fcience, and to give the hiftory of 
his life, and of his extenfive merits, to mankind ; 
in which I dare promife the reader, that, when¬ 
ever he begins to think any one chapter dull, the 
ftile will be immediately changed in the next. 



ME MO I R S 
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MEMOIRS of Martinus Scriblerus*. 

t • 

BOOK I. CHAP. I. 

Of tit parentage and family ef Scriblerus , how he was 
1 be Ju what care iat taken of him before he was 
b 0 rn , and what prodigies attended bis birth. 

TN the city of Munfter in Germany, lived a grave 
1 and learned Gentleman, by profeffioa an anti¬ 
quary ; who, among all his invaluable curiofuies, 
efteemed none more highly than a fkm of the true 
Pergamcnian parchment, which hung at the upper 
end of his ball. On this was curioufly traced the 
ancient pedigree ot the Scribien, with al * * h etr al- 
liances and collateral relations, (among which "eie 

« Mr Pope. Dr. Arb.thnot, and Dr. Swift projeOed to write a 

'* VI ,1g qS’cn .heir difg.p.e ; -hick was her. . ... pta«v 

when .he abolea h, . teen already de.edted b, Cher ,eafo„.n E and 
iruth in no danger to foffer by the prcma ore ufo of fo pnvt erful a.n 
inftrument. Bat the reparation of Mr. Pope’s friends,, which bon 
after happened, with the death of one and the infirmities ot the o- 
thcr, pu? a final Hop to their projeft, when they had only duwn o t 
•neimperfeft cfTay towards it, under the title of the firtt book cf 

M lE ktters'never loft more than in the defeat of this fcheme, in 
which, each of this illuftrious tiiumvirate would have found exer- 
eife for his own peculiar talent; befides conftant employment for 
that they all had in common. Dr. Arbuthnot was (killed eve, V 
thing wdiich related to fcicnce ; Mr. Pope was a mafter in the me 
aits- ar.d Dr. Swift excelled in the knowledge of the world. Wit 
thcy’hadall in equal mealure ; and this fo large, as no age perhaps 
ever produced three men to whom nature had more bountifully be r 
flowed it, or ait brought it to higher ferfeaioh. tTa,burton 
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reckoned Albertus Magnus, Paracelfus Bombaftus, 
and the famous Scaligers, in old time Princes of 
Verona), and deduced even from the times of the 
Elder Pliny to Cornelius Scriblerus : for fuch was 
the name of this venerable perfonage ; whofe glory 
it was, that, by the lingular virtue of the tvomtn, 
not one had a head of a different call from his fa¬ 
mily. 

His wife was a lady of lingular beauty, whom 
not for that reafon only he efpoufed, but becaufe 
fhe was undoubted daughter either of the great 
Scriverius, or of Gafpar Bantus. It happend on 
a time, the faid Gafpar made a vifit to Scriverius 
at Harlem, taking with him a comely lady of his 
acquaintance, who was Ikilled in the Greek tongue, 
of whom the learned Scriverius became fo enam¬ 
oured, as to inebriate his friend, and be familar 
with his miftrefs. I am not ignorant of what Co* 
lumelius * affirms, that the learned Barthius was 
not fo overtaken, but he perceived it; and in re¬ 
venge fuffered this unfortunate gentlewoman to be 
drowned in the Rhine at her return. But Mrs. 
Scriblerus (the iffiie of that amour) was a living 
proof of the fallhood of this report. Dr. Corne¬ 
lius was farther induced to his marriage, from the 
certain information that $e aforefaid lady, the 
mother of his wife, \^WRlated to Cardan on the 
father’s fide, and to Aldrovandus on the mother’s: 
befides which, her anceftors had been profclTors of 
phyfic, aftrology, or chymifiry, in German uni- 
veriities, from generation to generation. 

With this fair gentlewoman had our Dodtor 
lived in a comfortable union for about ten years ; 
but this our fober and orderly pair, without any 
natural infirmity, and with a conftant and frequent 
cc ’’ ce to the chief duty of conjugal life, were 



* ^oiumefius relates-this from Ifa-c Voflius, in his O^uj^uU 
p". lcz. Pope, 


yet 
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yet unhappy, in that heaven had not bldTed * h . 
with any iffue. This was the utmoft grief to the 
good man; dpccially confidecing what exact P 
cautions and methods he had ufed to procu. e that 
blcffing: for he never had cohabitation with h s 
fpoufe, but he pondered on the rules of the anc 
ents, for the generation of children of wit. He 
ordered his diet according to the prelcuption o 
Galen, confining himfclf and his wife, for almoll 
the whole fir ft year, to goats milk and honey . 

It unfortunately bcfel her when (he was about 
four months gone with child, to long for fome- 
what, which that author inveighs againft us pj ju 
dicial to the under (landing of the infant, lhi* 
her hufband thought fit to deny her, aftnmMg, 
it was better to be childlefs, than to become t m 
parent of a fool. His wife mifearried ; but as the 
abortion proved only a female foetus, he comfort- 
ed nimfelf, that, had it arrived to perfection, it 
would not have anfwered his account; his heart 
being wholly fixed upon, the learned fex- Howe¬ 
ver he difdained not to treafure up the embryo in a 
vial, among the curiofities of his family. _ 

Having difeovered that Galen’s prefcnption could 
not determine the fex, he forthwith betook him- 
felfto Ariftotle. Accordingly he wuh-held the 
nuptial embrace when the wind was in any point 
of the fouth ; this author + aliening, that the 
groiTneis and moifture of the foutherly winds oc- 
caiion the procreation of females, and not of males. 
But he redoubled his diligence when the wind was 
at weft ; a wind on which the great philosopher be- 
ftowed the encomiums of father ot the earth, 
breath of the tlyiian fields, and other glorious eu¬ 
logies. For our learned man was clearly or opi¬ 
nion, that the femina out of which animals aie 


* G.ilcn. I.ib. de Cibis banl et mail fucci, cap. 3. 
■f- Arift. J.iv. Sc£t. f’rob. 5. I’. 
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Chap. 1 . MARTINUS SCRIBLERUS. 


produced, are aninralcula ready formed, and re¬ 
ceived in with the air 

Under thefe regulations, his wife, to his inex- 
prefllble joy, grew pregnant a fecond time ; and 
(what was no Imall addition to his happinels), he 
juft then came tothe poflefiion of a confderable ef- 
tate by the death of her uncle, a wealthy Jew who 
relided at London. This made it neceffary for him 
to take a journey to England ; nor would the care 
of his posterity let him luffer his wife to remain be¬ 
hind him. During the voyage, he was perpetually 
taken up, on the one hand, how to#mploy his great 
riches; and, on the other, howto educate his child. 
He had already detetcrnflned to fet apart feveral an¬ 
nual fums, for the recovery of manufcripts, the 
effbflion of coins, the procuring of mummies ; 
and for all thofe curious difcovenes, by which he 
hoped to become (as hehimfelf was wont to fay) a 
fecond Peireikiusf. He had already chalked out all 
poflibJe fchemes for the improvement of a male 
child; yet was fo far prepared for the worft that 
could happen, that, before the nine months were 
expired he had compofed two treatifes of educati¬ 
on ; the one he called, A Daughter’s Mirror, and 
the other A Son’s Monitor. 

This is all we can find relating) Martinus, while 
he was in his mother’s wofnb, excepting that he 
was entertained there with a concert of mufic once 
in twenty-four hours, according to the cuftom of 
the Magi: and that on a particular dayf , he was 


* Religion of Nature, fea. 5. parag. 15. The fericufr.efs with 
«vhich 1 his flrange opinion, on fo rr.ylterious a point, is advanced, 
very well deferved this ftroke of ridicule. Pope and IPiirburtcn. 

T J here was a great deal of trifling pedantry and curiofity in that 
great man's chara&er. Wurburton. 

t Ramiay's Cyrus. It is with judgement, that the authors chofe 
rather to ri^cule the fnodern relator of this ridiculous practice, than 
the a nctfpm from whence he took it ; as it is * fure inftance of folly, 
when -dfhong t the many excellent things which may be learned from 
ant.quity, v e find a modern writer only picking out their absurdities. 
Pct>e and fP,n burton. 
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obferved to leap exccedin g ly, wlaich was on'Vae firft 

„f April, the birth-day ot the great 

US The tmh'f this, and every preceding faft.may 

‘‘nd A “o'dt-e firm £ ^ 

Bui inlhi’imnigBi'B' ,,f T >■ 

own ftreet. The circumftances ot the time, an 
the defeription of the perfon, made me J™^ ne 
mipht be that univerfal genius whofe life 1 am 
wrhing I returned home, and having maturely 

confidered their feveral arguments, whichlfoud 

he of eaual weight, I quieted my cuntioty wuu 
this natural concluf.on, that he was born in tome 
pomt common to all the feven ftreets ; whtch muft 
he that on which the column is now erected, 
it is with infinite pleafure that I fince find mjr con- 
ieaure confirmed, by the following paffage in the 
codicil to Mr. Neale s will. 

1 appoint my executors to engrave the following in - 
fcriptL on the column in the centre of the feven Jiree 
i which I eretted. 

t nr NAT. INCLVT. PHILOS. MAR. SCR. 


But Mr. Neale’s order was never performed, be- 
caufe the executors durft not adminiller. 

Nor was the birth of this great man unattended 













II 


Chap I. MARTINUS SCRIBLERUS. 

with prodigies : He himfelf has often told me, that, 
on the night before he was born, Mrs. Seriblerus 
dreamed fhe was brought to bed of a huge ink- . 
horn, out of which iflued fevcral large ftreams of 
ink, as it had been a fountain. This dream was 
by her hufband thought to lignify, that the child 
fhould prove a very voluminous writer. Likewife 
a crab- tree *, that had been hitherto barren, ap¬ 
peared on a fudden laden with a vaft quantity of 
crabs. This fign alfo the old gentleman imagined 
to be a prognoftic of the acutenefs of his wit. A 
great fwarm of Wafps f, played r<And his cradle 
without hurting him, but were very troublefome to 
all in the room befides. Tftis feerned a certain prefage 
of the effects of his fatire. A dunghill was fecn 
within the Ipace of one night covered all over with 
Muflirooms. This fome interpreted to promife the 
infant great fertility of fancy, but no long durati¬ 
on to his works; but the father was of another o- 
pinion. 

But what was of all moft wonderful, was a thing 
that feerned a monftrous fowl, which juft then felt 
through the fky-light near his wife’s apartment. It 
had a large body, two little difproportioned wings, 
a prodigious tail, but no head. As its colour was 
white, he took it at firft lightJgfc^fwan, and was 
concluding his fon would oe £poet: But on a ear- 
er view, perceived it to be fpeckled with black, in 
the form of letters; and that it was indeed a paper- 
kite which had broke its lealh by the impetuofity 
of the wind. His back was armed with the art- 
military, his belly was filled with phyfic, his wings 
were the wings of Quarles and Withers, the feve- 
ral nodes of his voluminous tail were diverfified 
with feveral branches of fcience; where the Doc¬ 
tor beheld, with great joy, a knot of logic, a 

Liurel Oonat. Pcfe. 

+ P.ato, Lucan, &c. Pete, 

B 2 
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knot of metaphyfic, a knot of cafuiftry, a knot 
of polemical divinity, and a knot of common law, 
with a lanthorn of Jacob Behmen. 

There went a report in the family, that, as loon 
as he was born, he uttered the voice of nine eve- 
ral animals : He cried like a calf, bleated like a 
{heep, chattered like a mag-pye, grunted like a hog, 
neighed like a foal, croaked like a raven, mewed 
like a cat, gabbled like a goole, and brayed like an 

afs : And the next morning he was found playing 

in his bed with two owls, which came down 
the chimney. His father greatly rejoiced at all thele 
figns, which betokened the variety of his eloquence, 
and the extent of his learning ; but he was more 
particularly pleafcd with the lad, as it nearly re- 
fcmblcd what happened at the birth of Homer*. 




CHAT. II. 

The fpeecb of Cornelius over his fon , at the hour of' 
his birth. 

fooner was the cry of the infant heard, but 
the old gentleman rulhed into the room, and 
fnatching it in his arms, examined every limb with 
attention. He was infinitely pleafed to find, that 
the child had the wart of Cicero, the wry neck of 
Alexander, knots upon his legs like Marius,^ and 
one of them fhorter than the other like Agtiilaus. 
The good Cornelius alio hoped he would come to 
ftammer like DemolUienes, in order to be as elo¬ 
quent ; and in time arrive at many other defeats of 
famous men. He held the child l'o long, that the 


* Vid. Eurtath. in OdyfT. 1 . xii. cx Alex Paphio, & Leo. Alla 1 - 

le* r .K».p.4i. tf midwife, 
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midwife, grown out of all patience, fnatched it 
from his arms, in order to Twaddle it. “ twaddle 
“ him T’quoth he, “ far be it from me to fubmit 
“ to fiich a pernicious cuftom ! Is not my Ton a 
“ man ? and is not man the lord of the univerfe ? 
“ Is it thus you uTe this monarch at his firfl arrival 
“ in his dominions, to manacle and fhackle him 
“ hand and foot ? Is this what you call to be free- 
** born : If you have no regard to his natural liber- 
“ ty, at leaft have Tome to his natural faculties. 
“ Behold with what agility he Tpreadeth his toes, 
“ and moveth them with as great vafiety as his fin- 
“ gers! a power, which, in the fmall circle of a 
“ year, may be totally aBolifhed, by the enormous 
“ confinement of fhoes and {lockings. His ears 
“ (which other animals turn with great advantage 
“ towards the Tonorous object) may, bv the minil- 
“ try of fome accurfed nurfe, for ever lie flat and 
“ immoveable. Not To the ancients; they could 
(i move them at pleaTure, and accordingly are 
“ often deferibed arreclis auribus .” What a devil,” 
quoth the midwife, “ would you have your Ton 
“ move his ears like a drill ?” “ Yes, fool, (Taid 
“ he), “ why fliould he not have the perfection of 
“ a drill, or of any other animal ?•’ Mrs. Scriblerus 
“ who lay all this while frettlp.ff at her hufband’s 
difeourfe, at laft broke out to'this purpofe; “ My 
“ dear, I have had many difputes with you upon 
“ this fubjedt before I was a month gone : we have 
“ but one child, and cannot afford to throw hima- 
“ way upon experiments. I will have my boy bred up 
“ like other gentlemen, at home and always under 
“ mine own eye.” All the goffips, with one voice, 
cried. Ay, ay ; but Cornelius broke out in this man¬ 
ner: “ What! bred at home! J lave I taken all 
“ this pains for a creature that is to lead the inglo- 
“ HgPis life of a cabbage, to Tuck the nutritious 
“juices from the Tpqt where he was firTt planted ? 

No; to perambulate this terraqueous globe is too 

!mall 
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“ fmall a range; were it permitted he fhould at 
“ lead make the tour of the whole fyftem of the lun. 

“ Let other mortals pore upon maps, and (wallow 
“ the legends of lying travellers, the fon of Corne- 
“ lius (hall make his own legs his compares; with 
“ thofe he (hall meafure continents, iflands capes, 

“ bays, (freights, and ifthmus’s : he (hall himfelf 
«< take the altitude of the highcft mountains, from 
“ the peak of Derby to the peak of Tenenft : when 
“ he has vifited the top of Taurus, Imaus, Cauca- 
“ cafus, and the famous Ararat, where Noahs 
“ ark firft moored, he may take a (light view of 
“ the fnowy Riphcenns; nor would I have him ne- 
“ gle& Athos and Olympus, renowned for poeti- 
“ cal fiftions. Thofe that vomit (ire will deferve a 
more particular attention : I will therefore have 
him obferve, with great care, Veluvius, ./Etna, 
“ the burning mountain of Java, but chiefly Wtcla 
« the greateft rarity in the northern regions. 1 hen 
“ he may likewife contemplate the wonders of the 
" Mephitic cave. When he has dived into the 
bowels of the earth, and lurveyed the works of 
Nature under ground, and inffruefed himlelt 
“ fully in the nature of vulcanos, earthquakes, 
“ thunders, rempeffs, and hurricanes, I hope he 
«« w ill blefs the world with a more exact fuivey or 
“ the deiarts of Arabia and Tartary, than as yet 
« W e are able to obtain. Then will I have him 
“ crofs the feven gulphs, meafure the currents in 
“ the fifteen famous (freights, and fearch for thole 
“ fountains of frelh water that are at the bottom of 

“ the ocean.”-At thefe laft words Mrs. Scnble- 

rus fell into a trembling : the defeription of this 
terrible i'cene made too violent an imprefiion upon 
a woman in her condition, and threw her into a 
(frong hylferic fit; which might have proved dan¬ 
gerous, if Cornelius had not been pufiied out of 
the room by the united force of the women. p 


«< 
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CHAP. III. 


shewing what befell the Defier's fort and his Jhield , on 
the day of chrifiening. 


T HE day of the cluiftening being come, and 
the houfe filled with gofiips, the levity of 
whofe convocation fiuited but ill with the gravity 
of Dr. Cornelius, he call: about how to pafs this 
day more agreeably to l^s character ; that is to 
fay, not without iome profitable conference, nor 
wholly without oblervance of iome antient cuftom. 

He remembered to have read in Theocritus, that 
the cradle of Hercules was a ihield; and being 
pofleffed of an antique buckler, which he held as a 
moft ineftimable relick, he determined to have the 
infant laid therein, and in that manner brought in¬ 
to the ftudy, to be (hewn to certain learned men 
of his acquaintance. 

The regard he had for this fhield, had caufed 
him formerly to compile a diflertation concerning 
it *, proving, from the feveral properties, and 
particularly the colour of tlviWf,-he exa< -^ chro- 
nolgy thereof. 

With this treatife, and a moderate fupper, he 
propofe I to entertain his guefts : though he had 
alfo another delign, to have their afiiftance in the 
calculation of his Ion’s nativity. 

He therefore took the buckler out of a cafe (in 
which he always kept it, left; it might contraff a- 
ny modern ruft), and entrufted it to his houfe- 
maid, with orders, that, when the company was 
come, file fiiould lay the child carefully iu it, co- 
> M^irnrifh a mantle of blue fattin. 


See the diflertation on Dr. Woodward’s ihield. 
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Thrguefts were no fooner feated, but they en 
ered in.o a warm debate about the Tnchmum ,™d 
;h e manner of Decubitus of the ancients, which Co 
broke off in this manner* ,,, 

«4 'j'his day, my friends, I purpofe to exhi it my 
. fon before you; a child not wholly unworthy 
“ of infneaion, as he is defeended from a race of 
•' virtuoli Let the phyfiognonufts examme h's 
features; let the chitographifts behold h i pahn , 

■t but above all, let us confult tor the calculation 
of his nativity. .To this end, as the child is not 
“ vuiaar, I will not prefent him unto you in a vul- 
gnt°manner. He lbr.ll be cradled m my ancient 
“ lhield To famous through the umyerfities of Lt 
“ rone You all know how I purchased that mvalu- 
« abL piece of antiquity, at the great (though indeed 
“ inadequate) cxp?nc/ of all the plate of our fa- 
“ mily, how happily I carried it oft, ^ 

« umphantly I traniported it hithe., to the inex 
“ prefiible grief of all Germany. Happy Y 

.. circumftance, but that it broke the heart of 
* 4 the great Melchior Infipious . - , 

Here he flopped his fpeech, upon fight or the 
maid, who entered the room with the child. H- 
rook it in his arms and proceeded. 

“ Behold then my child, but firft behold 

“ fhield; behold this ruft - or rather iet me cal 

“ it this precious aerugo, — beho d this beauu u 

« varnilhof time,— this venerable verdure of io 
__ 

lH fpeaking thefe words, he flowly lifted up the 
mantle, which covered it, inch by inch ; but at e- 
veryinch he uncovered, his cheeks grew paler. 
Bis hand trembled, his nerves failed, till, on fight 
of the whole, the tremor became univetfal. i 
lhield and the infant both dropt to the groundit 
and he h id only ftrength enough to cry out, U 
“ God! my fhield, my fhield !’ 

The truth was, the maid (extremely concerned 


2 
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for the reputation of her own cleanlinefs, and her 
young matter's honour,) had fcourcd it as clean as 
her andirons *. 

Cornelius funk back in a chair, the guefts flood 
aftonifhed, the infant fquawled, the maid ran in, 
lnatched it up again in her arms, flew into her mi- 
ftrels’s room, and told what had happened. Down 
ftairs in an inftant hurried all the gofiips, where 
they found the Doctor in a trance. Hungary wa¬ 
ter, hartfhorn, and the confuted noife of fhrill 
voices, at length awakened him : when, opening 
his eyes, he faw the lhield in the hancfs of the houfe- 
maid. 44 O woman ! woman !” he cried, (and 
lnatched it violently front her,) “ was it to thy ig- 
“ norance that this relic owes its ruin ? where, 
where is the beautiful crutt that covered thee fo 
“ long ? where thofe traces of time, and fingers, 
as it were, of antiquity? Where all thofe beau- 
** tiful obfcurities, the caufe of much delightful 
“ deputation, where doubt and curiolity went hand 
“ in hand, and eternally exercifed the fpeculations 
“ of the learned ? All this the rude touch of an ig- 
norant woman hath done away ! The curious 
“ prominence at the bel y of that figure, which 
“ lome taking for the cufpis of a fword, denomina- 
“ ted a Roman foldier; otl^§|H(^»unting the in- 
“ fignia virilia , pronounced it to be one of the Dii 
“ Termini ; behold {he hath cleaned it in like fhame- 
“ ful fort, and fhewn to be the head of a nail. O 
“ my fhield ! my fliield ! well may I fay with Ho- 
“ race, non bene rclifta Parmula 

The gofiips, nor at all inquiring Into the caufe of 
his forrow, only aik.ed if the child had no hurt ? 
and cried, “ Come, come, all is well; what has 
“ the woman done but her duty ? a tight cleanly 
“ wench, I warrant her; what a ttir a man makes 
“ abj^it a balon, that an hour ago, before this la- 

*Poor Vad : .U3, long with learned fpleen devour'd. 

Can tails no pleafure Cnee his fhield was fcour'J, Pope. 

Vol. VI. C “ hour 
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hour was bsftoived upon it, a country-barber 
“ would not have hung at his iliop-cb-on. 

“ bafon I" (cried another, “ n° fuch ’ “ ' 

„ „„ thine bu, a paultry old fconce, with the noz- 
^ broke off/ The learned gentlemen, who till 
now had flood fpeechlefs, hereupon looking nar- 
rowly on the iliield, declared their affent to this lat¬ 
ter opinion, and defiled Cornelius to be 
i,during him that it was a fconce, and no othei. 
Uut this, inftead of comforting, threw the Eoflor 
into fbch a violent fit of paffion, that he was car- 
ritd off groaning and fpeechlefs to bed , where, be 
ing quite fpent, he fell into a kind of (lumber. 

<• tst 

CHAP. IV. 

Of the fuclh.n ami nutrition of the great Scnblerus in 
J bis infancy , and of the firft rudiments of his harm 

ing. 

S foon as Cornelius awaked, he raffed himfelf 
** on his elbow, and cading his eyes on Mrs. 
Scriblerus, fpoke as follows : “ Wifely was it laid 
?. by Homer that in the cellar of Jupiter are two 
«« barrels, the one of good, the other of evil, which 
“ he never bellows on mortals feparately, but con- 
“ dandy mingles them together. Thus at the lame 
“ time hath Heaven bleffed me with the birth of a 
“ fon, and afflicted me with the fcourmg of my 
“ (hicld. Yet let us not repine at his dilpenlation?, 
“ who gives, and who takes away ; but rather join 
“ in praver, that the rud of antiquity, which he 
« hath been pieafed to take from my Ihield, may 
“ be added to my Ion ; and that lo much of it, as 
« it is mv purpofe he (hall contraft in his educa- 
' 1 ■ 1 “ tion^ 
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“ tion, may never be deftroyed by any modern po- 
** lifhing.” 

He could no longer bear the fight of the (hield, 
but ordered it (hould be removed for ever from his 
eyes. It was not long after purchafed by Dr. 
Woodward, who, by the afliftance of Mr. Kemp, 
incruffed it with a new ruff, and is the fame where¬ 
of a cut hath been ingraved, and exhibited, to the 
great contentation of the learned. 

Cornelius now began to regulate the fusion of 
his child. Seldom did there pals a day without dil- 
putes between him and the mother, or the nurfe, 
concerning the nature of aliment. The poor woman 
never dined but he denfcd her lome dilh or other, 
which he judged prejudicial to her milk. One day 
(he had a longing delire to a piece of beef; and as 
(lie ftretched her hand towards it, the old gentle¬ 
man drew it away, and fpoke to this effect. “ Hadff: 
“ thou read the ancients, O nurfe, thou wouldft 
“ prefer the welfare of the infant which thou nou- 
“ riflieft, to the indulging of an irregular and vo- 
* £ racious appetite. Beef, it is true, may confer a 
** robuftnefs on the limbs of my fon, but will he- 
“ betate and clog his intellectuals.” White he 
fpoke this, the nurfe looked upon him with much 
anger, and now and then Cj^jifjtftetfhful eye upon 
the beef.—“ Pafiion” (continued the Doctor, l'till 
holding the dilh,) “ throws the mind into too vio- 
“ lent a fermentation ; it is a kind of lever of the 
“ foul, or, as Horace exprefles it, a fajrt madntfs. 
“ Conlider, woman, that this day’s luftion ol my 
“ f n may caule him to imbibe many ungovernable 
“ paflions, and in a manner fpoil him for the tem- 
“ per of a philolopher. Romulus, by fucking a 
“ wolf, became of a fierce and lavage difpoGtioo ; 

“ and were I to breed lome Ottoman emperor, or 

founder of a military commonwealth, perhaps I 
‘^Pnght indulge thee in this carnivorous appetite.” 
—What! interrupted the nurfe, beef fpoil ;he un- 
C 2 derffanding! 
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demanding! that’s fine indeed-How then could 
oui^parfotf preach as he does upon bee , and^ud- 

}Z ancients .W*- »*- *■?£ 

plied Cornelius); “ but I cannot allow the futta 
to have been occafioned by that dier, lince 
“ recommended bv the divine Lycurgus. ho, 

“ nurfe, thou mull certainly have eaten iome meats 

- of ill dtgeftion the day before, and that was the 
« real caul'e of his diforder. Confider, woma ^J he 
“ different temperaments of ditrerent " aU01 ? s ' \ V 
“ makes the Fnglifh phlegmatic and meiancholy, 

“ but beef? what renders the W ellh io hot and 
“ choleric, but cheefe and leeks ? the French derive 
“ their levity from the foups, frogs, and rnufhi oorrib 

- 1 would not let my fon dine like an Italian, left, 

“ like an Italian, he fhould be jealous and rC ' e "Se- 
“ full the warm and folid diet of Spain may b 
*< more beneficial, as it might endue himwuha 
“ profound gravity, but at the fame time he might 
« fuck in with their food their intolerable vice of 
“ pride. Therefore, nurfe, in fhorr, 1 h ? ld 11 

“ quifite to deny you at prefent, not only beef,, bu 
“ like wife whatfoever any of thofc nations e. . 
During this fpeech, the nurfe remained pouting and 
marking her plate with the knife, nor would {he 
touch a bit during the whole dinner I b’ s the 0,t 
gentleman obferving, ordered that the child, to a- 
void the rifk of imbibing ill humours, fhould be 
kept from her breaft all that day, and be fed with 
butter mixed with honey, according to a prefenp- 
tion he had met with fomewhere m Euftathius up¬ 
on Homer. This indeed gave the child a great Ioole- 
nefs* but he W2S not concerned at it, in the opi¬ 
nion that whatever harm it might do his body, 
would be amply recompenfed by the improvements 
of his underfunding. But from thenceforth he m- 
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fitted every day upon a particular diet to be obfer- 
ved by the nui fe; under which, having been long 
uncaiy, Hie at lad parted from the family, on his 
ordering her for dinner the paps of a low with pig; 
taking it as the higheft: indignity, and a direct in- 
fult upon her fex and calling. 

Four years of young Martin’s life pa.Rd away in 
fquabbles of this nature. Mrs. Scriblerus confider- 
ed it was now time to inftruft him in the funda¬ 
mentals of religion, and to that end took no fmail 
pains in teaching him his catechifj^. But Cornelius 
looked upon this as a tedious way of inftruttion ; 
and therefore employed his head to find out more 
pleafing methods, the better to induce him to be 
fond of learning. He would frequently carry him 
to the puppet fhow of the creation of the world, 
where the child, with exceeding delight, gained a 
notion of the hiftoiv of the Bible. His firft rudi¬ 
ments in profane hiftory were acquired by feeing of 
rarec lliows, where he was brought acquainted with 
all the princes of Europe. In Ihorr, the old gen¬ 
tleman lo contrived it, to make every thing contri¬ 
bute to the improvement of his knowledge, even to 
his very drefs. He invented for him a geographi¬ 
cal fuit of cloaths, which might give fome hints of 
that lcience, and likewife fe.- , .'..voulcdge of the 
commerce of different nations. He had a French 
hat with an African feather, Holland fhins, and 
Flanders lace, Englilh cloth, lined with Indian 
lilk ; his gloves were Italian, and his Oiocs were 
Spanifh. Fie was made to obferve this, and daily 
catechifed thereupon, which his father was wont to 
call “ travelling at home.” He never gave him a 
fig or an orange, but he obliged him to give an ac¬ 
count from what country it came. In natural hif¬ 
tory he was much afilfted by his curioluy in fign- 
infomuch that he hath often confefied, he 



aWEii to them the knowledge of many creatures 
which he never found iince in any author, fuch as 
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white lion-;, golden dragons, &c. He once 'hough* 

the'fotne <&«» men, but had fine, foW chcjn 
mentioned by Kerrherus, and vended in the hittory 

of William of Newbury *. 

His dilpofuion to the mathematics, was d ifcovei - 
ed very caily, by his drawing parallel + lines on his 
bread ^nd butter, and interfering them at equal 
ane l es fo as to form the whole fuperficies into 
£ But, in the mid ft of all thefe improve- 
meats, a flop was put to his learning the alphabet; 
nor would he let him proceed to letter D, til 
could truly and diftindtly pronounce C in the an¬ 
cient manner, at which the child unhappily boggled 
fo r near three months. He was alfo obliged to de¬ 
lay his learning to write, having turned away the 
writing-mafter, becaufe he knew nothing of Fabi- 

VS Cornelius having read and ferioufly weighed the 
methods by which the famous Montaigne was edu¬ 
ced t, and refo lving, in fome degree, to exceed 
them, refolved he Ihould fpeak and earn nothing 
but the learned languages, and especially the Gieek 
in which he conftantly cat and drank according t 
Homer. But what molt conduced to his ealy at¬ 
tainment of this langguage, was his love of p«nger- 
bread; which his father obierving caufed it to be 
ftamped with the letters of the Greek alphabet; and 
the child, the very firft day, eat as tar as Iota, by 
his particular application to this language above the 
reft he attained fo great a proficiency therein, that 
G,onovfus ingenioufly confeffes he durft not confer 

: siststas .« 

«J t lies told of the excellent Pafcal’s amaatng genius lor matnem - 
-in Hi, early 

trodufhon to the elements ot le.ence, ivir. i* 

‘ i 0 |\vhfw"ht’Latin in his nurfe’s arms, and not fuffered to 
hear a word of his mother-tongue, till he could fpeak the other per- 
tufily. Wmtotm. with 
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with this child in Greek at eight years old * ; and 
at fourteen he compofed a tragedy in the fame lan¬ 
guage, as the younger Pliny f had done before him. 

He learned the oriental languages of Erpenius, 
who relided fome time with his father for that pur- 
pole. He had fo early a relilh for the eaftern way 
of writing, that even at this time he compofed (in 
imitation of it,) the thoufand and one Arabian tales , 
and alfo the Perjian talcs , which have been lince 
tranflatcd into feveral languages, and lately into 
our own, with particular elegant, by Mr. Am- 
brofe Philips. In this work of his childhood, he 
was not a little affifted ^y the hiftorical traditions of 
his nurfe. 




CHAP. V. 


A dijfertation upon play-things. 

H ERE follow the inftru&ionsof Cornelius Scri- 
blerus concerning the plays and play-things 
to be ufed by his fon Martin. 

“ Play was invented by '.h'L^ffaians as a remedy 
“ agair.it hunger, bophocles fays of Palamedes 
“ that he invented Dice to ferve fometimes inflead 
“ of a dinner. It is therefore wifely contrived by 
“ nature, that children, as they have the keeneft 
“ appetites, are molt addicted to plays. From the 
** fame caufe, and from the unprejudiced and in- 


* So Montaigne fiys of his Latin— C£ Ceorge Buchanan et Mark 
“ Antoine Muret, mes precepteurs domeftiques, ra’on; dit fouvent, 
“ q u e j'ayois te langage en non enfance li preft et ft a main, qu’ila 
“ craignoient a m accofter.—Somme, nous nous latinizames tant, 
“ en regorgea jufque a nos villages tout autour, ou il y a encores, 
pris pied par 1’ ufage, plulieurs appellations Latines d’ Ar- 
* f tifam et d‘ outils.” V/artiurion. 
f Plin. Epift. lib. vii. Fy>c. 
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*' corrupt fimplicity of their minds, itP r ° ce ^; 

that the plays of the anctent children .. 

'■ lerved more entire than any other of then Ctrl 
“ toms *. In this matter I would recommend to 
all who have any coocern in my ion sQuestion. 

«* t hat they deviate not in the lead from the pn 

“ mitive and Ample antiquity. . . , r a n f 

“ To fpeak firft of the whijllc , as it is the fit it o 
*< all play-things: 1 will have it exactly to corre- 
fpond with the ancient fijiula, and according > 
be compofed feptem paribus disjuntla acutis 

“ I heartily with a diligent fearch may be made 
“ after the true crepitaculum or rattle ot the anci- 
«. Tvl for that (as Archytas Tarenunus was ot 
“ opinion,) kept the children from breaking eai - 

“ then ware. The China cups in thele da>s are 
“ not at all the fafer for the modern rattles , which 
“ is an evident proof how far their crepitacu.a ex- 

«« ceeded ours. r 

c* I would not have Martin as yet to fcourge . 

“ top, till I am better informed whether the t^chus, 

«« which was recommended by Cato, be rca y 
“ prefent top, or rather the hoop which the boys 
drive with a flick. Neither crofs and pile, not 
“ ducks and drakes, are quite fo ancient as handy- 
“ dandv, though Macrobius and St. Auguttme 
** take notice of the firft, and Minutius Felix de 
“ feribes the latter; but handy-dandy i, mentioned 
« by Ariftotle, Plato, and Ariftophanes. 

“The play which the Italians call cinque , and the 
“ French mourre , is extremely ancient ; it was 
tt played at by Hymen and Cupid at tne marriag 
“ of Pfyche, and termed by the Latins, digitis mi - 

^Uus Pollux deferibes the omilla or chuck-far - 

* Dr. Arbuthnot ufed to fay, that, notwithstanding the boafti 
of the fafe conveyance of tradition, it was no where preserved pure 
and uncorrupt but amon ft children ; wnofe games and plays are de- 
Z. P invariably from «. s=»rra:i.nro anorhar. M ,<«. 

















Chap. V. MARTINUS SCR IDLER US. 25 

“ thing; though fome will have our modernchuck- 
“ farthing to be nearer the aphetindi of the anci- 
“ cuts. He alfo mentions the bajilinda, or king I 
“ am ; and myinda , or hoopers-hide. 

“ But the chyti indra defcribed by the fame au- 
“ thor, is certainly not our hot-cockle ; for that 
“ was by pinching, and not by ftriking; though 
“ there are good authors who affirm the rathapy- 
“ gifmiis to be yet nearer the modern hot-cockles. 
“ My fon Martin may ufe either of them indiffer- 
“ ently, they being equally anUt. 

“ building of boufes, and riding upon /licks, have 
“ been uled by children in all ages, JEdificare cafas , 
“ equitare in arundine longa. Yet I much doubt 
“ whether the riding upon fticks did not come in- 
“ to ufe after the age of the centaurs. 

“ There is one play which fhews the gravity of 
“ ancient education, called the acinetinda , in which 
“ children contend who could longeft Hand ftill. 
“ This we have fuffered to perifh entirely; and, if 
tc I might be allowed to guefs, it was certainly firft 
“ loft among the French. 

“ I will permit my fon to play at apodidofeinda , 
“ which can be no other than ourpufsin a corner. 

“ Julius Pollux, in his nya* .book fpeaks of the 
l< melolonthe , 01 the kite ; out I queftion whether 
“ the kite ot antiquity was the fame with ours: and 
“ though the O^r«y«x«5n«, or quail-fighting, is what 
“ is moft taken notice of, they had doubtlefs cock- 
<c matches alfo, as is evident from certain ancient 
“ gems and relievos. 

“ In a word, let my fon Martin difport himfelf 
“ at any game truly antic, except one, which was 
“ invented by a people among the Thracians, who 
“ hung up one of their companions in a rope, and 
‘Tjgave him a knife to cut himfelf down ; which if 
failed in, he was luffered to hang till he was 
“ dead ; and this was only reckoned a fort of joke. 
“ I am utterly agaiaft this, as barbarous and cruel. 

Yol. VI. I) “ J cannot 
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,( r rmnot conclude, without taking notice of 
. the beamy of the Greek name,, 

1 cies acquaint us with the n.mu g , j ‘ 

- and how infinitely, both in fenfe and lound, they 
“ excel our barbarous names of plays. 

.. 

might pro»e of any bent ^ ex . ainp , ei he 

arSSSssaWr? 

trochia t bbd-cages, the pully , and top,, th.cn- 

" Othcrs'of'his (ports were further carried to im¬ 
prove his tender foul even in'’trme and jnorahty. 
Wp fl»all only inftance one of the mo 
SnftruftWe, n bob-cherry, which teaches a, once two 
noble virtues, patience and conftancy , '“ e in 

adhering to the purfutt of one end, 

be B^esa!u P h P ethenaught him as a diverfion an 
odd and fecret manner of dealing, according to the 
cufrom of the Lacedaunomans ; wherein he lucce 
ed fo well, that he praaifed it to the day of his 

death. 

CHAP. VI. 

Of the gymna/lics , in what exercifet Martinaswas 
educated-. Something concerning mafic, and wb«t 
Jort of a man bis uncle "was. 

OR was Cornelius lefs careful in adhering to 
the rules of the pure A: antiquity, in relation 


N 
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to the exercifes of his fon. Me was ftript, powder¬ 
ed, and anointed, but not conltantly bathed, which 
occalionea many heavy complaints of the laundrefs 
about dirtying his linen. When he played at quoits, 
he was allowed his breeches and ftockings; becaufe 
the difcoboli (as Cornelius well knew,) were naked 
to the middle only. The mother often contended 
for modern fporrs and common cuftoms: but this 
was his conftant reply, “ Let a daughter be the cart 
“ of her mother, but the education of a fon Ihould 
“ be the delight of his father.” ^ 

It was about this time, he heard, to his exceeding 
content, that the harpaftas of the ancients was yet 
in ufe in Cornwall, and known there by the name 
of hurling. He was fenfible the common foot-ball 
was a very imperfect imitation of that exercife; and 
thought it neceilary to fend Martin into the wed:, 
to be initated in that truely antient and manly part 
of the gymnaftics. The poor boy was fo unfortu¬ 
nate as to- return with a broken leg. This Corne¬ 
lius looked upon but as a flight ailment, and pro- 
miied his mother he would inftanrly cure it He 
flit a green reed, and call the knife upward, then 
tying the two parts of the reed to the disjointed 
place, pronounced thcfe wor,d&J Uaries , darics , 
aji at (tries, diffunapiter ; hunt, handt, huat , ]ia, pi/ta, 
fifta, domi, ’ abo , damnaujlra. But finding, to his 
no final! aftoni (foment, that this had no effect, in 
five days he condefcended to have it fet by a mo 
dern furgeori. 

Mrs. Scriblerus, to prevent him from expofing 
her fon to the like dangerous exercifes for the fu¬ 
ture, propofed to fend for a dancing-mafter, and 
to have him taught the minuet and rigadoon, 
“ Dancing” (quoth Cornelius) “ I much approve, 

Hift. Nat. lib. xvii. “ in fine. Carmen contra luxata mem- 
<r bra, cujus verba infererr non equidem ferio aufim. qiianquam a 
« Catone prodita. Vid. Caton. de re tuft. c. 166. Pope. 

D 2 for 
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for Socrates faid the beft dancers were the bell 
«< warriors; but not thofe fpecies ot dancing which 
.. you mention; they are certainly corruptions of 
cc the comic and fatyric dance, which were utterly. 

difliked by the founder ancients. Martin lh. 

« learn he tragic dance only, and I will lend all 
« over Europe? till I find an antiquary able to in- 
“ ftruft him in the fultatio Pyrrhica. Scaligei +* 

«« from whom my fon is lineally defended, boalts 
«< to nave performed this warlike dance in the pre- 
.. fence ol the emperor, to the great admiraoot, of 
« all Germany. What would he lay, could he 
« look down and fee one of his poftenty fo ,gno- 
« as not to know the leaft Itep of that noble 

“ kind of faltation.’ , , 11 

lhe poor lady was at laft inured to bear all theft 
things with a laudable patience, till one day her 
hulband was feized with a new thought. He had 
met with a faying, that “ fpleen, garter, m?d gmdle. 

«c are the three impediments to the curjus. 1 nt - r 5 

fore Pliny (lib. xi. c. 3 . 7 -) % s . that f “ h “ ““J" 
that exercife have their ipleen cautorized. ” A y 
“ fon” .(quoth Cornelius) “ runs but heavily ; 

“ therefore 1 will have this operation performed 
“ upon him immediately. Moreover, n will cure 
“ that immoderate laughter to which I perceive he 
« is addicted : for laughter” (as the fame author 
hath it, ibid.) “ is cauted by the bignefs ot the 
“ Ipleen.” This defign was no fooner hinted to 
Mrs. Scriblerus. but lhe burft into tears, wrung 
her hands, and inftantly fent to his brother Alber- 
tus, begging him for the love ot God to make halte 

to her hulband. . 

Albertus was a difereet man, fober in his opini- 

+ Scalig. Poetic, lib. i. c. 9. “ Hanc faltationerr> Pyrrhicatn, nos 
« Taerc ct diu juflu Bonifacii patrui, coram Divo Maxirmliano, non 
“ fine rtupere totius Germamae, repraefei.tavimus. Quo temp 
<. vox ilia imper toris, hie puer aut thoraccm pro pelle aut pio turns 

“ habuit *” ons 5 
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ons, clear of pedantry, and knowing enough both 
in books and in the world, to preferve a due re¬ 
gard for whatever was ufeful or excellent, whether 
antient or modern : if he had not always the au¬ 
thority, he had at lealt the art, to divert Cornelius 
from many extravagancies. It was well he came 
fpeedily, or Martin could not have boafted the 
entire quota of his vifeera. “ What does it fignh 
“ fy (quoth Albertus), “ whether my nephew excels 
“ in the curfus or not ? Speed is often a fymptorri 
“ of cowardice, witnefs hares and deei^’—“ Dp. 
“ not forget Achilles” (quoth Cornelius). " “ j 
“ know that running has baen condemned by the 
“ proud Spartans, as ufelefs in war; and yet De: 
tf mofthenes could fay, A i ka'i ta^iv 

“ aTAi ; a thought which the Englifh Hudibras 
“ has well rendered. 

For he that runs may fight again , 

Which he can never do that's (lain. 

i - 

“ That’s true (quoth Albertus) but pray confider 
on the other fide, that animals * fpleened grow 
“ extremely falacious, an experiment well known 
“ in dogs.’’ Cornelius was ftruck with this, and. 
replied gravely; “ If it be fo, I nqtf defer the 
“ operation, for I will not increafe the powers of 
“ my fan’s body at the expenfe of thofe ofahis 
“ mind I am indeed difappointed in mod of .my 
“ projects, and fear I mult fit down at laft con- 
“ tented with fuch methods of education as iuqt 
“ deru barbarity affords Happy had it been for 
“ us all had we lived in the age of Augultus! 
“ Then my fon might have heard the philofophers 
“ dilpute in the porticos of the Palseftra, and at 
“ the fame time formed his body and his under- 
“ (landing.” “ It is true, (replied Albertus) we 
** no exedra for the philofophers, adjoining 

* Blackmore’s Eflay on Spleen, Pope, 
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u t0 our tennis courts; but there are ale houfes 
« where he will hear very notable ^ 

“ Though we come not up to the an 
“ tragic-dance, we excell them mthe.^,, or 
.< the art of tumbling. The ancients would have 
“ beat us at quoits, but not lo much at the ;*:«/«»* 

•« or pitching the bar. The pvgilatus \ is m as 
great pcrle&ion in England as in old Rome, a . 

.< the CornHh hug in the luttus t * equal to the 
volntaloria of the ancients.” ‘'You could no 
« (anfwcred Cornelius) have produced a more un 
“ lucky ttrftance of modern fo ly an ^ ba ' ba >; 
than what you fay of th cjacuhm. The Cie ans 
tx ifelv forbid their fervants gymnaftics as well as 
“ arm 'll and yet our modern fodtmen exerefe 
« Jd'ves daily hr'the j^hrn at the comer of 
“ Hyde-park, whilft their enervated lordst are ol- 
« ling in their -chariots, (a fpectes o. 

« fcldotn ufed atnoogft the ancients, except by 
« old men) ’’ “ You fay well (quoth Aibcrtus,) 

'.c and we have fevefal other kinds of ve^anon 
.< unknown to theancients, particularly flying cha- 
.< riots. Where the people have the benefit of th, 

“ cxercife at the ftnail expence of a fat thing. B 
'«■ fuppofe (which I readily grant) that the anenn s 
.< excelled us in almoft every thing, yet why this 
.< Angularity ! your fort mutt take up with inch 
.. matters l .It prefent age affords ; we have 
«< dancing-matters, writing-matters, and 

Thfbare mention of muficthrewCorneliustmo 

a paflion. “ How can you dignify (quoth heWus 
.. modern fiddling with the name ot mnfm . W'U 
.£ any of your beft hautboys encounter a wolf no 
.. S lith no other arms but their mftruments, 
t« as did that ancient pip^r Pythocharis . Ha 


+ Fifty Cuffs. Pope. 

+ Wreftling. Pc/>«. . 

I Atiftot. Politic, lib* “• ca P* 3* Fo t u 
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“ ever wild boars, elephants, deer, dolphins, whales 
“ or turbots, fhewed the leaft emotion at the moft 
“ elaborate ftrains of your modern fcrapers, all 
“ which have been, as it were,' tamed and huma- 
“ nized by ancient muficians ? Does not j^Elian * 
“ tell us how the Lybian mares were excired to 
“ horfing by mufic ? (which ought in truth to be a 
“ caution to modeft women againft frequenting 
“ operas ; and confider, brother, you are brought 
“ to this dilemma, either to give up the virtue of 
“ the ladies, or the power of your mufic). Whence 
“ proceeds the degeneracy our morals ? It is 
“ nor from the lofs of ancient mufic, by which 
(lays Ariftotle) they taught all the virtues? Elfe 
“ might we turn Newgate into a college of Dorian 
u muficians, who Ihould teach moral virtues to 
thole people. Whence comes it that our pre- 
“ tent difeafes are 1 o ftubborn ? whence is it that 
“ I daily deplore my fciatical pains ? Alas ! be- 
“ caule we have loft their true cure by the melody 
“ of the pipe. All this was well known by the an- 
“ dents, as Theophraftus f allures us, (whence 
“ Cxlius ± calls it loca ddlentia decantarc ) ; only in¬ 
deed lome fmall remains of this lkill are preferv- 
“ ed in the cure of the tarantula. not Py- 

“ thagora? || ftop a company of drunken bullies 
from ftorming a civil houfe, by changing the 
<£ ftrain of the pipe to the fober Ipondoeus ? and 
“ yet our modern muficians want art toi defend 
fe their windows from common nickers. It is well 
known, that when the .Lacedaemonian mob were 
** U P» they common'y lent for a Lefbian mufician 
“ to appeafe them, and they immediately grew 
calm as foon as they heard Ferpander ling *: yet 


* ./Elian. Hilb. Animal, lib. xi. cap. iS. 
P«;e .^0 

t^fnenacu-, lib. xiv. Prbe. 

I Lib, de ’.anitatc tucnJa, Cap. z. P < e . 

|j Quintilian, lib. 1, cap 10. Pi . 


and lib, xii. cap. 4,, 
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« I do not believe, that the Pope’s whole band of 
.« mufic, though the bed of this age, could keep 
“ his Holinefs’s image from being burnt on the 
“ iifch of November.” “ Nor would lerpander 
« himfelf, (replied Albertus) at Billinglgate, not 
“ Timotheus at Hockley in the Hole, have any 
“ manner of effe£l:, nor both of them ^together 
“ brine Horncck f r ° common civility ihats 
« a profs miltake, (faid Cornelius very warmly) ; 
a an d to prove it fo, I have here a fmall lyra of 
<« mv own, framed, drung, and tuned alter the 
“ ancient manner. I can play fome fragments of 
“ Lefbian tunes, and I wilh I were to try them 
“ upon the mod pafilonate creatures alive — 

“ 'You never had a better opportunity (lays Aiber- 
<t tus for yonder arc two apple-women 1 colling, 

« and iud ready to uncoif one another.” With 
that Cornelius, undrelTed as he was, jumps out into 
his balcony, his lyra in his hand, m his flippers, with 
his breeches hanging down to his ancles, a doch- 
inp upon his head, and waid-coat of murrey-co¬ 
loured fattin upon his body ; he touched his 1) ra 
with a very unufual fort of an harpegiatura, nor 
were his hopes frudrated. The odd equipage, the 
uncouth indrument, the drangenels of the man 
and of the mufic, drew the ears and eyes of the 
whole mob that were got about the two icma.e 
champions, and at lad of the combatants them- 
felves They all approached the balcony, in as 
clofe attention as Orpheus’s fird audience of cattle, 
or that of an Italian opera, when fome favourite 
air is jud awakened. I his ludden ede£t of his 
muCc encouraged him mightily, and it was obierv- 
ed he never touched his lyre in luch a truly chro¬ 
matic and enharmonic manner, as upon that occa- 
fion, The mob laughed, lung, jumped, and dan- 


+ Harncck, a fcurrilouS fcrihler, who wrote a weekly paper, called 

the High German D-ittor. Pi-ft, ced 
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ced, and ufed many odd gedures, all which he 
judged to be caufed by the various drains and mo¬ 
dulations. “ Mark (quoth he) in this, the power 
“ of the Ionian : in that, you fee the effeft of the 
“ ./Eolian.” But in a little time they began to grow 
riotous, and threw dones. Cornelius then with¬ 
drew, but with the greated air of triumph in the 
world. “ Brother, laid he, do you obferve, I have 
** mixed unawares too much of the Phrygian ; I 
“ might change it to th^Lydian, and foften their 
“ riotous tempers. Bunt is enough. .Learn from 
“ this famplc to fpeak with veneration of ancient 
“ mufic. If this lyre, in my unfkilful hands, can 
“ perform fuch wonders, what mud it not have 
“ done in thofe of aTimotheus or a Terpander?” 
Having faid this, he retired with the utmod exul¬ 
tation in himfelf, and contempt of his brother ; and 
it is faid, behaved that night with fuch unufual 
haughtinefs to his family, that they all had reafon 
to wilh for fome ancient tibicen to calm his temper, 






Rhetoric, logic , and metaphyfics. 

laving, as hath been {aid, many 



^ ways uccu unappointed in his attempts of im¬ 
proving the bodily forces of his fon, thought it now 
high time to apply to the culture of his internal 
faculties He judged it proper, in the fird place, 
to indrutt him in rhetoric, But herein we /hall 
not need to give the reader any account of his won¬ 
derful progrefs, ft nee it is already known to the 
learnc^^vorld by his treatife on this fubject : I mean 
the aamirable difeourfb which he wrote at 

this time, but concealed from his father, knowing 


Vol. VI. 
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his 
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his extreme partiality for the ancients. It lay by 
him concealed, and perhaps forgot among the 
great multiplicity of other writings, till about the 
year 1727, he fent it us to be printed, with many 
additional examples drawn from the excellent live 
poets of this prefent age. We proceed, therefore, 

to logic and metaphyfics. # r . 

The wife Cornelius was convinced, that thefe be 
jno polemical arts, could no more be learned alone, 
than fencing or cudgel playing. He thought it 
therefore mcdlary to look out for fome youth ot 
pregnant parts, to be a fort of humble companion 
to his Ion in thofe hudies His good fortune di¬ 
rected him to one of the moll lingular endowments, 
whofe name was Conradus Crambe, who, by the 
father’s fide, was related to the Crouches ol Cam¬ 
bridge, and his mother was cculin to Mr. a wan, 
came iter and punfter of the city of London, bo 
that from both parents he drew a natural dilpoh- 
tion to fport himfelf with words, which, as they 
are faid to be the counters of wile men, and ready 
money of fools, Crambe had great bore of calh cu 
the latter fort. Happy Martin in tuch a parent, 
and luch a companion ! what might not he atchieve 

in arts and fciences ! , . c 

Here I mult premife a general obfervation ot 
oreat benefit to mankind. I hat there are many 
people who have the ule only of one operation ot 
the intellect, though, like Ihon* lighted men, they 
can hardlv difeover it themlelves •• they can form 
finale appVehenlions *, but have neither ot the o- 
ther two taculties, the judicium or difeurfus. Now, 
as it is wifely ordered, that people deprived of one 
fenfe have the others in more perfection, luch peo- 

* When a learned friend once urfed to our author the authority, 
cf a famous eidionarv maker againlt the L unity of the eTyreft rn. 
cmar publicm, which he had ul d in an infer ,a, on, he replied, that 
he would allow a diftior.ary m..ker to u. dcil.alid a fingle word, but 
»at two words put together. ii U' kuiun. 

pie 






Chap. VII. MARTINUS SCRIBLERUS. 35 

pie will form (ingle ideas with a great deal of viva¬ 
city ; and happy were it indeed if they could con¬ 
iine ihemfelves to i'uch, without forming judicia, 
much lefs argumentations. 

Cornelius quickly difcovered, that thefe two laft 
operations of the intellect were very weak in Mar¬ 
tin, and almoft totally extinguifhed in Crambc ; 
however, he uled to lay, that rules of logic are 
fpe&acles to a purblind underftanding, and there¬ 
fore he refolved to proceed with his two pupils. 

Martin’s underftanding was fo totally immerfed 
in lenlible objects, thatthe demanded examples from 
material things of the abftracted ideas of logic. As 
for Crambe, he contented himfelf with the words, 
and when he could but form fome conceit upon 
them, was fully fatisfied. Thus Crambe would tell 
his inftrudtor, that all men were not lingular ; that 
individuality could hardly be predicated of any 
man, for it was commonly faid, that a man is not 
the lame he was ; that madmen are belides them- 
felves, and drunken men come to themfelves; which 
fhows, that few men have that moft valuable logi¬ 
cal endowment, individuality #. Cornelius told 
Martin, that a lhoulder of mutton was an indivi¬ 
dual ; which Crambe denied, for he had feen it 
cut into commons : that is true, qjj/saifcthe tutor, 
but you never law it cut into fhoulders of mutton : 
if it could, quoth Crambe, it would be the moft 
lovely individual of the univerlity. When he was 
told, a l'ubftance was that which was fubjetft to ac¬ 
cidents ; then foldiers, quoth Crambe, are the molt 
lubftantial people in the world. Neither would 
he allow it to be a good definition of accident , 

* “ But if it be partible for the fame man to have dirtinft in- 
“ communicable conlciou nefs at different times, it is without doubt 
“ the tame man would, at different times, make different perlbns. 
*•* Which ve fee is the lenfe of mankind in not punithing the mad- 
“ man foj Uc fober man’s a£\i<jns, nor t:ie fober man for what the 
“ m*jl^n™n did, thereby making th.m t -o perlbns; which is fome- 
“ what explained by our way of fpeaking in Englith, when they f>y 
“ fuch an one is not himfelf, or is belide himfelf.” Lock's Etfay 
n Hum. Under, book ii. c. 27. IVirburttK, 
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that it could be preferit or abfent without the 
deftruaion of the fubjetf: ; dace there are a 
threat many accidents that deftroy the fubjeft, as 
burning does a houfe, and death a man. But as 
to that S Cornelius informed him, that there was 
natural death, and a logical death ; that thoual 
man after his natural death, was not capable of 
the lead parifh-office, yet he might ft til keep hi 
flail among ft the logical predicaments. 

Cornelius was forced to give Martin fenfibleim 
oes Thus calling up the coachman, he afked 
what he had feen in the Bear-garden ? the man an- 
fwered he faw two men fight a prize ; one was a fair 
man a ferjean* in the guards; the other black, a 
butcher; the ferjeant had red breeches, the butcher 
blue ; they fought upon a fta-ge about four o clock, 
and the ferjeant wounded the butcher in the leg. 

“ Mark (quoth Cornelius,) how the fellow runs 
“ through the predicaments. Men, f ub ft an ?“’ 

“ two. quantitas ; fair and black, qualitas ; lerjeant 
“ and butcher, relatio ; wounded the other, atlio 

“ et pajjio ; fighting,/^ .* ftage, 

“ quando ; blue and red breeches, habitus. At the 
fame time he warned Martin, that what he now 
learned as a logician, he mull forget as a natura 

philofopher; that though he now taught him that 

accidents inhered in the fubjeft, they would find in 
time there was no fuch thing; and that colour, 
tafte, fmell, heat, and cold, were not in the thing , 
but only phantafms of our brains He was force 
to let them into this fecret; for Martin could no 
conceive, how a habit of dancing inhered in the 
dancing- matter, when he did not dance; nay, he 
would demand the chara&erittics of relations. 
Crambe ufed to help him out, by “H |n 8 h » m ’ * 
ctlckold, a loiing gamefter, a man that had no 
dined, a young heir that was kept fhort by his fa 
ther, might be all known by their countenances; 
that in this laft cafe, the paternity and filiation 
leave very fenfible itnpreffions in the 
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correlation. The greateft difficulty was when they 
came to the tenth prtedicament. Crambe affirmed, 
that his habitus was more a fubftance than he was; 
for his cloaths could better fubiift without him, 
than he without his cloaths. 

Martin fuppofed an univerfal man to be like 
a knight of a {hire, or burgefs of a corporation, 
that reprefented a great many individuals. His ra¬ 
ther alked him, if he could not frame the idea of 
an univer/al Lord Mayor ? Martin told him, that, 
never having feen but on^Lord Mayor, the idea of 
that Lord Mayor always returned to his mind; that 
he had great difficulty to abdrafl a Lotd Mayor 
from his fur gown, and gold chain: nay, that the 
horfe he law the Lord Mayor ride upon not a lit¬ 
tle disturbed his imagination. On the other hand, 
Crambe, to Ihow himfelf of a more penetrating ge¬ 
nius, fwore that he could frame a conception of a 
Lord Mayor not only without his horfe, gown, and 
gold chain, but even without llature, feature, co¬ 
lour, hands, head, feet, or any body; which he 
fuppofed was the abftract of a Lord Mayor *. Cor¬ 
nelius told him, that he was a lying rafeal; that 
an univerfule was not the object of imagination, and 
that there was no fuch thing in reality, O j'^r parte 
rti. But I can prove, quoth Cranyl^^iiat there 
are clyjlers a parte rei, but clyjlers are univerfales ; 
ergo. 1 hus I prove my minor. upturn eji 

inejje multis , is an univerfale by definition : but eve¬ 
ry clyfter before it is adminiftered has that quality j 
therefore every clyfter is an univerfale. 

He alfo found fault with the advertifements, that 
they were not ftrift logical definitions : in an adver- 
tifement of a dog ltolen or lfrayed, he laid it ought 
to begin thus, An irrational animal of the genus ca- 

*This is Dot a fair representation of what is faid in the ETav on 
Human UgJRrftanding, concerning general and abftraft iaeas. But 
lerious^rucrs have dme that philofophcr the fame injuitice. Wat- 
iurltn. 

. ninum, 
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ninum, Sec. Cornelius told them, that though thefe 
advertifements were not framed according to the 
exaft rules of logical definitions, being only de- 
feriptions of things numero different!bus, yet they 
contained a faint image of the pradicabilia, and were 
highly fubfervient to the common purpofes of life ; 
often difeovering things that were loll, both ani¬ 
mate and inanimate “ An Italian greyhound, ot 
«.< a moufe colour, a white fpeck in the neck, 

“ lame of one leg, belongs to luch a lady. Grey¬ 
hound, genus ; moufe-coloured, See. differentia ; 
lame of one leg, accident ; belongs to fuch a lady, # 
pr opr him. 

Though I am afraid I have tranfgrelTed upon my 
reader’s patience already, I cannot help taking no¬ 
tice of one thing more extraordinary than any yet 
mentioned ; which was Crambe’s 1 reatife of Syllo- 
gifms. He fuppofed that a philofopher’s brain was 
like a great foreft, where ideas ranged like animals 
of feveral kinds: that thofe ideas copulated, and 
engendered conclufions ; that when thefe of differ¬ 
ent Ipecies copulate, they bring forth monfteis or 
abfurdities ; that the major is the male, the minor 
the female, which copulate by the middle term, and 
engender the conclufion. Hence they are called the 
pramiffa , or predeceffors of the conclufion ; and it 
is properly faid by the logicians, quod pariant feien - 
tiam, opinionem, they beget fcience, opinion, See. 
Univerfal propofitions are perfons of quality : and 
therefore in logic they are laid to be of the firfi: fi¬ 
gure. Singular propofitions are private perlons, 
and therefore placed in the third or laft figure, or 
rank. From thofe principles, all the rules of lyllo- 
gifms naturally follow. 

I. That there are only three terms, neither more 
nor lefs ; for to a child there can be only one 
father and one mother. 

II. From univerfal premiffes there follows an uni- 

verfal 
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verfal conclufion, as if one Ihould fay, that per- 
fons of quality always beget perfons of quality. 

III. From the fingular premifies follows only a lin¬ 
gular conclufion, that is, if the parents be only 
private people, the ifiue mull be lo likewife. 

IV. From particular propofitions nothing can be 
concluded, becaufe the individua vaga are (like 
whoremafters and common llrumpets,) barren. 

V. There cannot be more in the conclufion than 
was in the premifies, tflltt is, children can only 
inherit from their patents. 

VI. The conclufion follows the weaker part, that 
is, children inherit the difeafes of their parents. 

VII. From two negatives nothing can be concluded, 
for from divorce or reparation there can come no 
ifiue. 

VIII. The medium cannot enter the conclufion, 
that being logical inceft. 

IX. An hypothetical propofition is only a ccntradl, 
or a promife of marriage ; from luch therefore 
there can fpring no real ifiue. 

X. When the premifies or parents are necefiarily 
joined, (or in lawful wedlock,) they beget lawful 
ifiue; but contingently joined, they beg£t baf- 
tards. 

So much for the affirmative propofitions; :he 
negative mull be deferred to another occafion. 

Crambe uled to value himfelf upon this fyllem, 
from whence he laid one might fee the propriety of 
the expreffion, Such a one his a barren imagination ; 
and how common is it for luch people to adopt con- 
clufions that are not the ifiue of # their premifies ? 
therefore as an abfurdity is a monfter, a fallity is a 
baftard ; and a true conclufion that followeth not 
from the premifits, may properly be faid to be 
adoptec^^But then what is an enthymem, (quoth 
Cornelius) ? Why, an enthymem (replied Crambe,) 
g is 
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is when the major is indeed married to the minor, 

but the marriage kept lecret. 

Mctaphyfics were a large field in which to exer 
cifie the weapons logic had put into their hands. 
Here Martin and Cran.be uled to engage like any 
prize-fighters, before .he r father and h,s other 
learned companions of the fympofiacs. And as 
prize-fighters will agree to lay afide a buckler or 
fome luch defcnfive weapon, lo would Crambe pro 
mile nor .0 ufe fmplmter et[ccmdum qmd, provid¬ 
ed Martin would par. with mater,akter et f>^‘ ,er ' 
but it was found, that without the help of the de¬ 
fcnfive armour of thofe diftinaions, the arguments 
cut fo deep, that they fetched blood at every ft. oke. 
Their theies were picked out of Suarez, lhomas 
Aquinas, and other learned writers on thole (ub- 

jk£ts. 1 fhall give the reader a tafte of fome of 
them. 

I If the innate defire of the knowledge of meta- 
phyfics was the caufe of the fall of Adam : and 
the arbor Porphyria »n, the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil : affirmed. 

II. If tranfcendental goodnefs could be truly pre 

cated of the devil ? affirmed. , , 

III. Whether one, or many be firft ? or if one doth 
not luppoie the motion of many .. uarez. 

IV. If the defire of news in mankind be appetitus 

innatus, not elicitus ? affirmed. 

V. Whether there is in human underftandings po¬ 
tential falfities ? affirmed. 

VI. Whether God loves a pofiible angel better than 
an attually-exiftent fly ? denied. 

VII. If angels pafs from one extreme to another 
without going through the middle ? Aquinas. 

VIII. If angels know things more clearly in a morn- 

ing ? Aquinas. f 

IX. Whether every angel hears what one angel lays 

to another ? denied. Aquinas. ^ ^ 
















Chap. VII. MARTINETS SCRIBLERUS. 41 

X. If temptation be proprium quarto modo of the 
devil ? denied. Aquinas. 

XI. Whether one devil can illuminate another? 
Aquinas. 

XII. If there would have been any females born in 
die (late of innocence ? Aquinas. 

XIII. If the creation was finifhed in fix days, be- 
caufe lix is the mod perfect number, or il fix be 
the mod perfect number, becaufe the creation 
was finilhed in fix days ? f^uinas. 

There were feveral others, of which in the courfe 
ot the life of this leafned perlon we may have 
occafion to treat; and one particularly that re¬ 
mains undecided to this day ; it was taken from 
the learned Suarez. 

XIV. An prater cj)e reale aclualis ejfentia fit aliud 
ejfe necejfirium quo res attualiter exijlat ? In Eng- 
Wh thus. Whether befides the real being of ac¬ 
tual being, there be any other being necellary to 
caufe a thing to be ? 

This brings into my mind a project to banilh me- 
taphyfics out of Spain, which it was fuppofed might 
be effettuated by this method : that no bo< : y lhould 
life any compound or decompound of the lubitan 
tial verbs but as they are read in the common con¬ 
jugations : for every body will allow, that if you 
debar a metaphyfician from ens, eJJ'entia , entitas , 
fubf/lentia, &c. there is an end of him. 

Crambe regretted extremely, that fubftantial 
forms, a race of harmlefs beings w ;ich had lafted 
for many years, and afforded a comfortable lublift- 
ence to many poor philofophers, fhould be now 
hunted down like fo many wolves, without the pof- 
libility of a retreat He confidered th ,t it had gone 
much harder with them^Shn with effences, which 
had letired from the ^mools into the apothecaries 
I hops, where lome of <chem had been advanced in¬ 
to the degree of quinttflences. He thought there 
Vol, VI. F lhould 
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lhould be a retreat for P n ^./^t^court /and "that 
mongft the gentlemen-u - f uc h a s forms 

there were indeed lub antl ’ w i t hout which 

of prayer, and forms of 8°* f f u bfift. He 
the things themfelves; c a$ not a reward for 

nlfo ufed to ' v0 fi nd , er o t u t a fourth figure in logic, as 
waU^rlhofe who^uU Uilcover the longitude. 

CHAP- VIII. 

ANATOMY. 

CORNELIUS, it Is c 7 ,ai "/ e h ^ ci * n «°f and"'f 

C. ftitious veneration for h^ reafon w;ls fo pli- 
,hey coo.radtaed eacl of the opinion 

r he rend But he reckoned it a point of 
of the latt he ieau. difoute : from 

honour never to be vanqui 1 invincible 

which quality he acqu.red the tnlejt ^ 

Doctor. While the profcAbof ““° 0 f inteftines, 
monft rating to his on the eve the 

Cornelius affirmed that there who 

colon and lh '®“ever be miftaken. It was in 
„ was unpoflible cu proceeded from want 

vain to almre him wh jJ )e cana i of the guts : 

of accuracy in divld g ; Ked .. this is both 

“ fay what you plea e,^ ? „ , 4 you may, 

mine and n^^^nfwereTihe profeffor,) affirm, 
with equal reaion, ( an j j en y the cir- 

that a man's liver hat Ocular demonftration, 

eolation of the blood. ^cu. fi<Je> J£( , 

(laid Cornelius,) feems v f fcus 0 f a human 

(hall not give it up . Ihow me y (ha , diffi;rs 

body, and I Will bring JO p ru £t ur e of it. If 
from the common ru e (he fame age, why 

Nature (hews lucn %ai. , may 
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may Ihc not have extended it further in feveral 
ages ? Produce me a man now of the age of an an¬ 
tediluvian ; of the ftrength of Sampfon, or the fize 
of the giants. If in the whole, why not in parts of 
the body, may it not be pcfiible the prefent gene¬ 
ration of men may differ from the ancients ? the 
moderns have perhaps lengthened the channel of the 
guts by gluttony, and diminifhed the liver by hard 
drinking. 1 hough it fhall be demonflrated that 
modern blood circulates, vet I will believe, with 
Hippocrates, that the bloou of (he ancients had a 
flux and reflux from th# heait, like a. tide. Con¬ 
sider how luxury hath introduced new difeafes, and 
with them, not improbably altered the whole courfe 
of the fluids. Confider how the current of mighty 
rivers, nay the very channels of the ocean are chan¬ 
ged from what they were in ancient days j and can 
you be fo vain to imagine that the microcofm of the 
human body alone is exempted from the fate of all 
things ? I queftion not but plaufible conjectures may 
be made even as to the time when the blood firli 
began to circulate.” Such difputes as thefe fre¬ 
quently perplexed the profeffor to that degree, that 
he would now and then in a palflon leave him in 
the middle of a lecture, as he did at this time. , 
T here unfortunately happened loon after, -**■. rn- 
ufual accident, which retarded the prolecution of 
the ftudies of Martin. Having purchafed the body 
of a malefaCtor, he hired a room for its difilCtion 
near the peft fields in St. Giles’s, at a little diltance 
from Tyburn-road. Crambe (to whofe care this 
bodv was committed,) carried it thither about 12 
a clock at night in a hackney-coach, few houfe- 
keepers being very willing to let their lodgings to 
fuch kind of operators. As he wag foftly l'talking 
up flairs in the dark with the dead man in his arms, 
his burden had like ufhave flipped from him, which 
he (to favefrom fallipg,) graiped fo hard about the 
belly, that it forced the wind through the anus, with 
a noife exactly like the crepitus of a living man, 
f 2 Crambe 
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of the animal ce “ n ° m t 5 ' | "" ie t i ve w down the bo- 
man.) was lo temfi l. ba hc «»e breath :o 

dy, ran up to his matter,, a ; with a ll his 

his poll* 1 ou y J , V w i n d more na- 
he n fe d O be mightily relieved by 

r y m SnngoT.be corpfe down flairs made 

in one hand, < ‘ rp> ma i(j with onlv a lin- 

cured out of the room I „ t i, £ dead 

gle petticoat ran up «»»*>“_ 1 Now ® he landlord 

flood mU and liftened, then he looked behind him, 
and ventured down in this manner, one ftep after 
another, till he came where lay his ] maul ^ 

upon another corpfe unknonm Tim „„ 

roar, were coming i ‘ ; ir efcape feized them 

gined they were making them cfe. p . neighbouring 

immediate y,^ fearching them, fcveral kinds 

^SmS’Sfu, -apo S ns were found upon 

i JfcSS 

to myfelf ; though it may be fome difpute to P° ie 
r - uv ” “’What is yours and your mailer s pro k - 
' J'y> cc lt is our bulinefs to imbrue our hands m 
b'ood • w cm off the heads, and pull out the 
hearts of thole that never injured us ; wc r,p up 
.. big belhed women, and tear children tab .mm 
“ limb.” Martin endeavoured to inter, uf-t h.^. 
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but the juftice being ftrangely aftonifhed with the 
franknels of Crambe’s confefiion, ordered him to 
proceed ; upon which he made the following 
Ipeech : 

“ May it pleafe your Worlhip, as touching the 
“ body of this man, I can anfwer each head that 
“ mv accufers alledge againft me, to a hair. They 
“ have hitherto talked like num-fculls without 
“ brains ; but if your worlhip will not only give 
“ ear, but regard me with ^favourable eve, I will 
“ not be brow-beaten bf the fupercilious looks of 
“ my adverfaries, who now {land cheek by jowl by 
“ your Worlhip. I will prove to their faces, thac 
“ their foul mouths have not opened their lips 
“ without a falftty; though they have fhowed their 
“ teeth as if they would bite off my nofe. Now, 
“ Sir, that I may fairly flip my neck out of the 
“ collar, I beg this matter may not be flightly fki- 
“ med over. Though I have no man here to back 
“ me, I will unbofom mylelf, fince truth is on my 
“ fide, and fliall give them their bdlies full, though 
“ they think they have me upon the hip. Where- 
“ as they lay I came into their lodgings, with arms, 
“ and murdered this man without their privity, I 
“ declare I had not the leaft Anger in it; and £•?.— 
“ I am to hand upon my own legs, nothing ofthil' 
*' matter fliall be left till I let it upon a right foot. 
“ In the vein I am in, I cannot for my heart’s 
“ blood and guts bear this ulage : I fliall not fpare 
“ niy lungs to defend my good name : I w..s ever 
“ reckoned a good liver ; and I think I have the 
“ bowels of compaflion I alk but juftice, and 
“ from the crown of my head, to the foie of my 

foor, I (hall ever aknowledge myfelf your Wor- 
“ fhip’s humble fervant.” 

The juftice flarlandlord and landlady 
lifted up their eyes, and Martin fretted, while 
Crambe talked in this rambling incoherent manner; 
till at length Martin begged to be heard. It was 

with 
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the left ear, knew his own woik, ai g 

" afiaasw j-^-xras: 

“ tionary I order my life. I have made a kalenda 
<« of radical words for all the leafons, months, and 
“ days of the year: every day I am under the do 
“ minion of ascertain word; but this day in parti- 
«i cular 1 cannot be milled, for I am goveine y 
<• one <lm rules all tes, ages, condition 5 , nay a 
<• animals, rational and irrational. Who is not 
•1 governed by the word led? Our noblemen and 
<• drunkards are pimp led, phyhetans and pulles fee- 
«< led, their patients and oranges pil led, a ne\ 

• I married man and an afs are bride led, an old 
“ married man and a pack horfe lad led, cat, 

« and dice arc rat-led, fwine and nobility are fty- 
led, a coquette and a tinder-box are iparkled, 

« a lover and a blunderer are grove led And 

“ that I may not be tedious”-“ Which thou 

“ art (replied Martin, damping with his toot,) 

“ which thou art, I fay, beyond all human tolera- 

« t i on . Such an unnatural, unaccountable, unco- 

“ herent, unintelligible, unprofitable.” . “ rhere 
a j t j s now. (interrupted Crambe,) this is our day 
“ for tins! Martin could bear no longer; however, 
compoiing his countenance, “ Come hither, (he 
cried,) “ there are five pounds, 17 fhillings, and 
«« n ine pence : thou haft been with me eight months, 
“ three weeks, two days, and four hours. Pool 

Crambe, 
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Crambe, upon the receipt of his Hilary, fell into 
tears, flung the money upon the ground, and burft 
forth in thefe words: “ O Cicero, Cicero! it to 
“ pun be a crime, it is a crime 1 have learned bom 
“ thee ' O Bias, Bias! if to pun be a crime, by thy 

“ example was I biaffed.”-Whereupon Martin 

(confidering that one of the greateft of orator,, and 
even a fage of Greece had punned,) hefitated, re¬ 
lented, and reinftated Crambe in his fervice. 

CHAP. IX. 

How Martinus became a great Critic. 

TT was a mod peculiar talent in Martinus, to con- 
A vert every trifle into a ferious thing, eu er in a 
way of life, or in learning. This can no way be 
better exemplified, than in the effect which the puns 
of Crambe had on the mind and ftudies of Maru 
nus. He conceived, that fomewhat of a like ta¬ 
lent to this of Crambe, of afTembling parallel founds, 
either fyllables, or words, might conduce to the e- 
mendation and correaion of ancient author^ if 
applied to their works with the fame d.hgcnc^ 
the fame liberty. He refolved to try fir ft upon 

Virgil, Horace, and Terence : concluding, that, if 

a co.Tcft authors could be to ^. n ,uh 

^a^rT.hc ta woudtray follow, Where 
a new, a vail, nay boundleis field of glory would 
be opened to the uue and ablolute criuc. 

This fpecitnen on Virgil he has S«» V 
addenda to his notes on the Dunctad. Hls J e ‘ e " 
and Horace are in cy* body'si hands, unde, the 
names of Richard B^-ley. and • rarre.a H ——re. 
And we have convincing proof, that the law 
on of Milton, pubUlhed in the name ol the former. 


\ 
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of thefe, was, in truth, the work of no other than 
our Scriblerus. 

C FI A P. X. 

Of Marti nus's uncommon pra^ice of phyfic , and how 
he applied himfelf to the df cafes 0} the mind. 

t>UT it is high time to return to the hiftory of the 
D progrefs of Martinus in the Rudies of phyfic, 
and to enumerate feme at lead of the many difco- 
veries and expriments he made therein. 

One of the firft was, his method of mveftigating 
latent diftempers, by the fagacious quality of Siting 
dogs and pointers. The luccds and adventures 
that befel him, when he walked with th^anuaK 
to fmeU them out in the parks and publicP^« s . 
bout London, arc what we would willingly relate , 
but that his own account, together with a 
thefe gentlemen and ladies at whom they made a 
full fee, will be publilhed in time convenient, ihere 
will alfo be added the reprefentation, which, on oc- 
cafion of one diftemper which was become almoft 
epidemical, he thought himfelf obliged to lay be¬ 
fore both houfes of parliament, intituled A propo- 
fal for a geneial ilux, to exterminate at one blow 
the ? - x out of this kingdom. 

But being weary of all practice on foetid bodies; 
from a certain nicencfs of confiituuon (efpecially 
when he attended Dr. Woodward through a twelve 
months courfe of vomition), he determined to leave 
it off entirely, and to apply himfelf only to d 
eafes of the mind. He attempted to find out fpeci- 
fics for all the paffions; and as other phyiicians 
throw their patients into fweats, vomits, pui gall¬ 
ons, &c. he call them into love, hatred, hope, tear, 
joy, grief, &c. And indeed the great irregularity of 
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the paffions in the Englifh nation, was the chief 
motive that induced him to apply his whole Rudies, 
while he continued among us to the difeafes of the 
mind. 

To this purpofe he dire£led, in the firft place, 
his late acquired fki'.l in anatomy, lie confidered 
virtues and vices as certain habits which proceed 
from the natural formation and flrufture of part 
cular parts of the body. A bird flies becaufe 
has wings, a duck fwims becatle it is web-footed 
And there can be no quell i^n but the aduncity of 
the pounces and beaks of the hawks, as well as the 
length of the fangs, the fharpnefs of the teeth, and 
the flrength of the crural and mafTeter-mufcles * in 
lions and tygers, are the caufe of the great and ha¬ 
bitual immortality of thofe animals. 

j Jl, He obferved, that the foul and body mutu¬ 
ally operate upon each other; and therefore if you 
deprive the mind of the outward inftruments where¬ 
by flie ufually exprefleth that paffion, you will in 
time abate the paffion itfelf, in like manner as caf. 
tration abates lull. 

2dly t That the foul in mankindexprefleth every 
paffion by the motion of lome particular mufcles. 

3 dly. That all mufcles grow llronger and thicker 
by being much ufed; therefore the habitual . paffi- 
ons may be difeerned in particular perfons by the 
{frength and bignefs of the mufcles ufed in the ex- 
preffion of that paffion. 

4 tbly. That a mufcle may be lengthened or 
weakened by weakening or ftrengthening the force 
of its antagoniil. Thefe things premifed, he took 
notice. 

That complaifance, humility, aflent, approbati¬ 
on, and civility, were expr> fled by nodding the 
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trary, diffcnt, diflike, reuiial, pnd^ ^ 
gaocc, were marked by. lul "$ hich two ’paflions of 
^^n^Ln^tadnsngkdyexp^^^ 

SlrfSKl 

*»« ^ '"'^r^jvub'^uce'Tarengrh in the 

.here was * P e ka „j lh e mufeles of die back, 
extenfors of the net _ rcal facility, the 

from whence they P" f ?'‘ ^ gl |at difficulty that 
the motion or toil J n 8’ have^juftly acquired the 

of boding, Inch pet- 

title of It'd necked , u . t ^ e pair of 

fons to a juft balance, he j g a Q 0 id a l, with o- 
mu'cles called uBi inU ™ 1 '„ l * - ; nd bodv , mult be 

,bcr fl « OTS . 0 . f ,hdr ant agoeifts, the fpUtiii comfit. 

strengthened , their b weakened ; for which 
and the exieniors ° lie h h directed man- 

StrearSsl^r immoralityby tying 

fnch fellows neck and heels. of mo- 

Contrary to tins, » the tc e of mod efty 

there, who abobflr ■ hi ® them tolling and 
in their daugh.crs, - , h ( ;uie of ftoop- 

b.idling rather thanthebalhful poi^ ^ 

ing, and hanging do pofture of the 

which .heir L* ^ » d - 

^Flatterers, who have the jf/lupl 

that they are always bow.ng andI Cling * £ 

pored might in by the back, hk I the 

ing tied down upon . ? ^ftrinc was ftrong- 

children of the Indians , ftrencth of vhe 

1y confirmed by »« Jrfw'.he mufeie 

UvaUmjc^^ fh (h u affe£tioo 0 f mind, pec- 
^,Xg -d »ife up rhe moulders to thet.pm 
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the ear. This mufcle alfo he obferved to he ex¬ 
ceedingly ftrong and large in hen-pecked hulbands 
in Italians, and in Knglilh minifters. 

In purfuance of this theory, he fuppofed the 
conftridtors of the eye-lids, muft be ftrengthened 
in the fupercilious, the abductors in drunkards and 
contemplative men, who have the fame Heady and 
grave motion of the eye. That the buccinators or 
blowers up of the cheeks, and ihe dilators of the, 
nofe, were too ftrong in choleric people; an^ 
therefore nature here again Erected us to a reme¬ 
dy, which was to corredt fuch extraordinary dila¬ 
tation by pulling by the nofe. 

The rolling amorous eye, in the paffion of love, 
might be corredled by frequently looking through 
glalles. Impertinent fellows that jump upon tables, 
and cut capers, m'ght be cured by relaxing medi¬ 
cines applied to the calves of their legs, which in 
fuch people are too ftrong. 

But there were two calcs which he reckoned ex¬ 
tremely difficult. Firft, affectation, in which there 
were fo many mufcles of the bum, thighs, belly, 
neck, back, and the whole body, all in a falfc tone, 
that it required an impracticable multiplicity of ap¬ 
plications. 

The kcond cafe was immoderate laughter:,when 
any of that rifible fpecies were brought to the Doc¬ 
tor, and when he contidered what an infinity of 
mufcles thefe laughing rafeals threw into a convul- 
live motion at the fame time ; whether we regard 
the fpafms of the diaphragm and all the mufcles of 
relpiration. the horrible ri 5 lus of the mouth, the 
distortion of the lower jaw, the crifping of the nofe, 
twinkling of the eyes, or fpherical convexity of 
the cheeks, with the tremulus fucceffion of the 
wfrole human body : 'An he confidered, I fay, 
all this he ufed to cry out Ca fits plane deplorabilis! 
and gave fuch patients over. 
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77 * cafe ef a young Nobleman at court, -with the 
i Doctor's prefcription for the fame. 

A N eminent inftance of Martinus’s ^gacjty in 
A difeovering the diftempers of the mind, ap- 

tJld ^in the cal of a young Nobleman at court 
Iho wasobferved to grow extremely aflfefted m 
his fpeech, and whimfical in all his behaviou . 

began to aft odd queftions ul k .n aT- 

fclf (hut himlelf up from his friends, and be ac 
ccffible to none but flatterers, poets, and P'^'P^T 
kets • till his relations and old acquaintance ju g 
hta io be to far gone, as to be a fit pattent for the 

30 AUbon as he had heard and examined all the 

fvmptoms, he pronounced his dtftemper to be ov . 
fy X friends affured him, that they had, mth 
great care, obferved all his motions, and ''' cre p "‘ 
fcaiv fatisfied there was no woman m the cafe. 
Scriblcrus was as pofitivc that he was deflate y 
: n love with fome perfort or other. How can 

“ that be ” (laid his aunt, who came to afk the ad- 
vk er- »hen he converts almoft with none but 
u him fclf ?” Say you fo ? he replied, why then he 
is inTove with himfelf, one of the mo ft common 
ca f es i n the world. I am aftomflied, people do not 
enough attend to this difeafe, which has the fame 
caufes and fymptoms, and admits of the fame cure 
v,ith the other, efpecially fince here the cafe of the 

patient is the more helpleis and deplorable of the 

two as this unfortunate paflion is more blind than 
the’other. There are people who difeover, from 


m 
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their very youth, a moft amorous inclination to 
themfelves; which is unhappily nurfed by fuch 
mothers, as, with their good will, would never fuf- 
fer their children to be crofled in love. Eal’e, 
luxury, and idlenefs, blow up this flame as well as 
the other : conftant opportunities of converlation 
with the perfon beloved (the greateft of incentives), 
are here impoflible to be prevented. Bawds and 
pimps in the other love, will be perpetually doing 
kind offices, fpeaking a good word for the party# 
and carry about billet-doux : Therefore I alk you, 
Madam, if this gentleman has not been much fre¬ 
quented by flatterers, and a fort of people who 
bring him dedications and verfes ? “ O Lord ? Sir,” 
(quoth the aunt), “ the houfe is haunted with 
“ them.”—There it is, replied Scriblerus, thele, 
are the bawds and pimps that go between a man 
and himlelf. Are there no civil ladies, that tell 
him he drefles well, has a gentlemanly air, and the 
like ? “ Why truly, Sir, my nephew is not auk- 
“ ward.”-Look you Madam, this is a misfor¬ 

tune to him : in former days thefe fort of lovers 
were happy in one refpeft, that they never had any 
rivals, but of late they have all the ladies fo.—Be 
pleafed to anfwer a few queftions more. Whom 
does he generally talk of? himfelf, quoth the aunt. 
Whole wit and breeding does he moft comfflend ? 
His own, quoth the aunt.—Whom does he write, 

letters to ? Himlelf-Whom does he dream of ? 

All the dreams I ever heard were of himlelf— 
Whom is he ogling yonder? Himfelf in his look- 
ing glafs.—Why does he throw back hi' head in 
that languilhing pofture ? Only to be bleft with a 
fmile of himfelf, as he pafles by.- Does he ever 
fteal a kifs from himfelf, by biting his lips? Oh 
continually, till they a* Pperfect vermilion —Have 
you obferved him to ufe familiarities with any bo¬ 
dy ? “ With none but himfelf: he often embraces 
“ himfelf with folded arms, he claps his hand of- 

ten 
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thrufts it in- 


ten upon bis hip, nay, fometimc 

“ Mada"’Doftor, all ,hefc are ftng 
fymptoms; but .here remain ^wXwi.hany 

itches, or tweezer. cafes: thefe are things that m 
time will foften .he mofl obdurate heart. 

only fo,” (laid .he aunt), “ but he bought the 

.. other day a very fine^T"e C ep« g d of 
in^ tery forward indeed, and 
it is high time for friends to interpofe—Pray Ma¬ 
dam f word or two more : is he jealous that 
acquaintance do no. behave themfeives wuh refprft 
enough ? will he bear jokes and innocent *reedo 
“ by no means; a familiar appellation makes him 
“ angry ; if you (hake him a little roughly by the 
.. hand, he l in a rage , but if you chuck h.m 
•< under the chin, he will return you a box on 
« ear .»’—Then the cafe is plain : he has the tru 
pathognomic ftgn of love, jealou y; 01 n ° • 

will fuffer his miftrefs to be treated, at tha<» 
Madam, upon the whole, tins cafe « «tmt.dy 
dimrerous There are fome people who are tar 
oone in this paflton of felf-love ; hut then they 
keep a very fecret intrigue with themfelves, and 
hide it from all the world befides. but this pati¬ 
ent has not the leaft care of the reputation ot bis 
beloved, he is downright fcandalous in his ^ * 
our with him (elf; he is enchanted, bewitched, an 
altnoft pad: cure. However, let the following n - 

rhods be tried upon him. t . 

Firft, Let him *** Hiatus *** Secondly, Let 
him wear a bob-wig. Thirdly, Shun the com pa 

nv of flatterers, nay, of ceremonious people, an 

all Frenchmen in general. It would no be am. I a 
if he travelled over England in a ftage_coa , . 
made the Tour of Holland in a track-(route. Let 
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him return the fnuff boxes, tweezer-cafes (and par¬ 
ticularly the diamond-ring) which he has received 
from himfelf. Let fome knowing friend reprefent 
to him the many vile qualities of this mirtrefs of his: 
let him be (hewn that her extravagance, pride, and 
prodigality, will infallibly bring him to a morfel of 
bread : let it be proved, that he has been falfe to 
himfelf, and if treachery is not a fullicient caule to 
difeard a miftrefs, what is? In^iort, let him be 
made to fee, that no mortal, befides himfelf, eithgf 
loves or can fuffer this creatur^. Let all looking 
glades, polifhed toys, and even clean plates be re¬ 
moved from him, for fear of biinging back the 
admired objettt. Let him be taught to put off all 
thofe tender airs, affedted fmiles, languilhing looks, 
wanton toffes of the head, coy motions of the body 
that mincing gait, foft tone of voice, and all that 
enchanting woman-like behaviour, that has made 
him the charm of his own eyes, and the objedt of 
his own adoration. Let him furprize the beauty 
he adores at a difadvantage, furvey himfelf naked, 
diverted of artificial charms, and he will find him¬ 
felf a forked ftradling animal, with bandy legs, a 
fliort neck, a dun hide, and a pot belly. It would 
be yet better, if he took a ftrong purge once a- 
week, in order to contemplate himfelf in that con¬ 
dition : at which time it will be convenient to make 
ufe of the letters, dedications, iffc. abovefaid. 
Something like this has been obferved by Lucretius 
and others, to be a powerful remedy in the cafe of 
women. If all this will not do, I mutt even leave 
the poor man to his deftiny. Let him marry him¬ 
felf, and when he is condemned eternally to him¬ 
felf, perhaps he may run to the next pond to get 
rid of himfelf. the fate of moft violent lelf-lovers. 



C H A P. 
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CHAP. XII. 

Hrru Martinus endeavoured to find out the feat of the 
and fir, is cadence vjith the Fre'-tb.nkcr, 

tN this defign of Martin, to inveftigate the difeahs 
I‘of the mind, he thought nothing io neceflitty as 
•in enttuirv after the feat ot the fou. j in which, at 
' " uboured under great uncertainties. Some- 

imes he“olion, that it lodged in the bra,n, 
fometimes in th/ ftomach, and fon.etunes m the 
heart Afterwards he thought it abfurd to confine 
,hw fovaeign lady to one apartment, which made 
hto infer, that (he drifted it according <0 the (eve- 
„1 fundions of life: the brain was her ftudy the 
heart her date-room, and the ltomach her 1 c 1 j. 
But as he few feveral offices of life went on at the 
tae time, he was forced to give up this hypothecs 
Sfo He now conjeftured it was more for the dig- 
nitv of the foul to perform feveral operations by her 
little miniders, the animal fpirits, from whence it 
wasnTtural to conclude, thatffie refutes m different 
mrts according to different inclinations, fexes, <- 0 c , 
and profeflionf. Thus in Epicurus he feated her m 
the mouth of the domach, philolophers have her m 
the brain, foldiers in their heart, women m their 
tonoues, fidlers in their fingers, and rope dancers 
in their toes At length he grew fond of the glan- 
dula pinealis , diffe&ing many iubjefts to find out the 
different figure of this gland, from whence he migri 
aii cover the caufe of the different tempers in mankind. 
He fuppofed, that in faftious and reftlefs-lpirited peo¬ 
ple he ffiould find it (harp and pointed, allowing 
L room for the foul to repole herfclf; that n 
quiet tempers it was flat, imooth, and foft, -.o c - 
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ing to the foul, as it were, an eafy cufhion. He 
was confirmed in this by obferving, that calves and 
philofophers, tygers and ftatefmen, foxes and fharp- 
crs, peacocks and tops, cock-fparrows and coquets, 
monkeys and players, courtiers and fpaniels, moles 
and mifers, exactly refemble one another in the 
conformation of the pineal gland. He did not 
doubt likewife to find the fame refemblance in high¬ 
waymen and conquerors : in order tt^fatisfy him- 
felf in which, it was, that he purchafed the body 
of one of the firft fpecies (as ftath been before re¬ 
lated) at Tyburn, hoping in time to have the hap- 
pinefs of one of the latter too, under his anatomi¬ 
cal knife. 

We muft not omit taking notice here, that thefe 
equiries into the feat of the foul gave occafion to 
his firft correfpondence with the fociety of Free¬ 
thinkers, who were then in their infancy in Eng¬ 
land, and fo much taken with the promifing endow¬ 
ments of Martin, that they ordered their fecretary 
to write him the following letter. 

To the learned Inquijitor into nature , Martinus 
Scriblerus : the fociety cf Free-thinkers greeting. 

Grecian CofFee-houfe, May 7. 

T T is with unfpeakable joy we have heard of.your 
A inquifitive genius, and we think it great pity that 
it fhould not be better employed, than in looking af¬ 
ter that theological non entity commonly called the 
foul: fince, after all your enquiries, it will appear 
you have loft your labour in leeking the refidence 
of fuch a chimera, that never had being but in the 
brains of fome dreaming philofophers. Is it no de- 
monftration to a perfon of your fenfe, that, fince 
you cannot find it, ther Os no fuch thing ? In or¬ 
der to fet lo hopeful a genius right in this matter, 
we have lent you an ar.fwer to the ill-grounded fo- 
philm* of thofe crack-brained fellows, and likewife 
Vol. VJ. H an 
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an eafy mechanical explication of perception or 

lh One"of their chief arguments is *, that fe ^° n ' 
fcioufnefs cannot inhere in any fyftem of mat cr, 
becaufe all matter is made up of feveral diftinft 
beings, which never can make up one individual 

th,, rhisfs eafily anfwered by a familiar inftance. In 
every jack there is a meat-foafttng quality, which 
neither refides in the fly, nor in the weight, nor m 
any particular wheel of tne j^ck, but is the refult 
of the whole compofition : fo in an animal, the 
ftlf-confcioufneft is not a real quality inherent in 
one being, (any more than meat-roafting m a 
i »ck ) but the refult of feveral modes or qualities in 
the fame fubjett. As the fly, the wheels, the chain 
the weight, the cords, &c. make one jack fo the 
feveral parts of the body make one animal. As per¬ 
ception or confcioufuels is faid to be inherent in this 
animal; fo is meat-roafting faid to be inherent in 
the jack. As fenfation, reafoning, volition, me¬ 
mory &c. are the feveral modes ot thinking; fo 
roafting of beef, roafting of mutton, roafting 
of puUets, geefe, turkeys, &c. are the ieve- 
ral modes of meat-roafting. And as the gene¬ 
ral quantity of meat roafting, with its feveral 
modifications as to beef, mutton, F ul j_ ets > ^ 
does not inhere in any one part of the jack , to ne 
ther does confcioufnefs, with its feveral modes of 
fenfation, intellc&ion, volition, &c. inhere in any 
one, but is the refult from the mechanical compo- 

fition of the whole animal. . c 

Tuft fo, the quality or difpofttion in a fiddle to 
plav tunes, with the feveral modifications of this 
tune-playing quality, in playing of preludes, lara- 
bands, jigs, and gavotts, aie as much real qualities 
in the inftrument, as the thought or the imagina- 

* This whole chapter is an inimitable ridicule on ColWs areu- 
mtnts aguinft Clarke, to prove the foul only a quality. 
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tion is in the mind of the perfon that compofes 
them. 

The parts, fay they, of an animal body are per¬ 
petually changed, and the fluids which leem to be 
the fubjetR of confcioufnefs, are in a perpetual cir¬ 
culation ; fo that the fame individual particles do not 
remain in the brain ; from whence it will follow, 
that the idea of individual confcioufnefs muft be 
conftantly tranflated from one particle%>f matter to 
another, whereby the particle^A, for example, mult 
not only be confcious, but confcious that it is 
the fame being with the particle B that went before. 

We anfwer ; this is only a fallacy of the imagina¬ 
tion, and is to be underftood in no other fenl'e than 
that maxim of the Englifh law that the King never 
dies. This power of thinking, felf-moving, and 
governing the whole machine, is communicated from 
every particle to its immediate fucceilbr ; who as 
foon as he is gone, immediately takes upon him the 
government, which ftill preferves the unity of the 
whole fyftem. 

They make a great noife about this individuali¬ 
ty : How a man is confcious to himk'lf that he is 
the fame individual he was twenty years ago ; not- 
withftanding the flux ffate of the particles of mat¬ 
ter that compofehis body. We thinkthis is capable 
of a very plain anfwer, and may be eafily iJiiijjLrated 
by a familiar example. # 

Sir John Cutler had a pair of black worfled floe- 
kings, which his maid darned fo often with fiik, 
that they became at laft a pair of iilk ftocking.% 
Now, fuppofing thofe ftockings of Sir John’s en¬ 
dued with fome degree of confcioufnefs at every 
particular darning, they would have been ftnfible, 
that they were the fame individual pair of ftockings 
both before and after tb earning ; and this ftnfati- 
on would have continued in them through all the 
fucceffion of darnings : and yet, after the laft of 
all, there was not perhaps one thread left of the 

H 2 firft 
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firft pair of (lockings, but they were grown to be 
filk dockings, as was faid before. . . 

1 And whereas it is affirmed thar e.ery ammal s 
confcious of fome individual felFmoving, felt-de 
termining principle; it is anfwered, that, as in he 
Houfe of Commons all things 

maioritv, fo it is in every animal fydem. As that 
which determines the Houfe, is faid to be the rea- 
fon of the whole alTembly; tt ts no otherwtfe wuh 
thinkins beings, who are determined by the greater 
force of feveral particles ; which, hke lo many un¬ 
thinking members, compofe one thinking l y (tcn ?- 
And whereas it is likewife objefled, that pumlh- 
ments cannot be juft that are not mfliffed upon the 
fame individual, which cannot fubhd without he 

noTon ofafpiritualfubdance: We reply that this 

is no greater difficulty to conceive, than that a cor¬ 
poration, which is likewife a flux body, may be pu- 
nifhed for the faults, and liable to the debts, ot their 

^proceed now to explain, by the ftruclure of 
the brain, the feveral modes of thinking. is 
well known to anatomifts, that the brain is a con¬ 
geries of glands, that feparate tbe finer parts of the 
blood, called animal fpirits ; that a g and is nothing 
but a canal of a great Ungth, vanoufly intoned and 
wound up together. From the variation and moti¬ 
on of the fpirits in thofe canals, proceed all the dif¬ 
ferent forts of thoughts. Simple ideas are produ¬ 
ced by the motion of the fpirits m one Ample ca¬ 
nal • when two of thefe canals difembogue them- 
felves into one, they make what we call a propor¬ 
tion; and when two of thefe propolmonal channels 
empty themfelves into a third, they form a fyllogdm, 
or a ratiocination. Memory is performed in a dit- 
tina apartment of the brain, made up of vefiels ft- 
milar, and like fltuated to the ideal, propolmonal, 
and fyllogiftical veffels, in the primary parts of the- 
brain. After the fame manner, it is eaty to explain 

the 
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the other modes of thinking; as alfo why fome peo¬ 
ple think fo wrong and perverfely, which proceeds 
from the bad configuration of thofe glands. Some 
for example, are born without the propofitional or 
fyllogiftical canals ; in others, that realon ill, they 
arc of unequal capacities; in dull fellows, of too 
great a length, whereby the motion of the fpirits is 
retarded ; in trifling genuifes, weak and fmall ; in 
the over-refining fpirits, too much §itorted and 
winding ; and io of the ref^ 

We are fo much perfuaded of the truth of this 
our hypothefis, that we have employed one of our 
members, a great virtuofo of Nuremberg, to 
make a fort of hydraulic engine, in wliicn a che¬ 
mical liquor, refembling blood, is driven through 
elaftic channels refembling arteries and veins, by the 
force of an embolus like the heart and wrought by a 
pneumatic machine of the nature of the lungs, 
with ropes and pullies, like the nerves, tendons, and 
mufcles. And we are perfuaded, that this our arti¬ 
ficial man will not only walk, and fpeak, and per¬ 
form moll of the outward actions of the animal 
life, but (being wound up once a-week) will perhaps 
reafon as well as mod of your country parfons. 

We wait with the utmoft impatience for the ho¬ 
nour of having you a number of our fociety and, 
beg leave to allure you that we are, &c. 

What return Martin made to this obliging letter 
we mull defer to another occafion : Let it iufiice at 
prefent to tell, that Crambe was in great rage at 
them, for Healing, as he thought, a hint from his 
Theory of Syllogifms, without doing him the ho¬ 
nour fo much as to mention him. He advifed his 
mailer by no means to enter into their fociety, un- 
lefs they would give h; .Sufficient fecurity, to bear 
him harmlefs from any thing that might happen al¬ 
ter this prefent life. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

Of ihc fecepn of Mnrtinm , and feme hint of his 
Travels. 

TT was in the vear 1699 that Martin fet out on 
1 his travels. Thou wilt certainly be very curious to 
know what they were. It is not yet time to inform 
thee. But what hints I am at liberty to give, i 

W Thou (halt know then, that, in his firft voyage 
he was carried by a prosperous ftorm, to a diico- 
very of the remains of the ancient Pygmean cm- 

P Thar, in his fecond, he was happily flupwrecked 
on the land of the giants, now the molt humane 

people in the world. , , 

That, in his third voyage, he difeovered a whole 
kingdom, of philofophers, who govern by the ma¬ 
thematics ; with whofe admirable fchemes and pro¬ 
jects he returned to benefit his own dear country ; 
but had the misfortune to find them rejected by the 
envious minifters of Queen Anne, and himfelf knt 

treacheroully away. , 

And hence it is, that, in his fourth voyage, he 
difeovers a vein of melancholy, proceeding almoit 
to a difguft of his fpecies; but above all, a mortal 
deteftation to the whole ihgitious race of minilters, 
and a final refolution not to give in any memorial 
to the Secretary of hate, in order to fubjedt the 
lands he difeovered to the crown of Great Britain. 

Now, if by thefe hints, the reader can help him¬ 
felf to a farther difeovery of the nature and contents 

of thefe travels, he is welcome to as much light as 

they 
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they afford him: I am obliged, by all the ties of 
honour, not to fpeak more openly. 

But if any man lhall ever fee fuch very extraor¬ 
dinary voyages, into fuch very extraordinary nati¬ 
ons, which manifeft the moft diftinguifhed marks 
of a philofopher, a politician, and a legiflator; and 
c tn imagine them to belong to a furgeon of a fhip, 
or a captain of a merchantman, let him remain in 
his ignorance. | 

And whoever he be that (hall further obferve, in 
every page of fuch a book, that cordial love of 
mankind, that inviolable regard to truth, that paf- 
lion for his dear country, and that particular at¬ 
tachment to the excellent princefs Queen Anne; 
furely that man deferves to be pitied, if by all thofe 
vifible figns and characters, he cannot diftinguilh 
and acknowledge the great Scriblerus *. 


%*%*%*%*%*%*%*%*% 

CHAP. XIV. 

Of the difcoveries and -works of the great Scriblerus , 
made and to be made, -written and to be -,written, 
known and unknown. 

T TERE therefore, at this great period, we end 
1 . our firft book. And here, O reader, we in¬ 
treat thee utterly to forget all that thou halt hither¬ 
to read, and to caft thy eyes only forward, to that 
boundlefs held the next fhall open unto thee; the fruits 
of which (if thine, or our fins do not prevent,) are 
to fpread and multiply over this our work, and over 
ail the face of the earth. 

In the mean time, kp*w what thou oweft, and 
what thou yet mayft t 5 we, to this excellent perfon, 

* Gulliver’s Travels ^eve firil intended as a part of Scribl.rus's 
Memoirs. IVurburton. 

this 
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this prodigy of our age; who may well be ca e , 
The Philofopher of ultimate caufes , fince, by a iagaci- 
tv peculiar to himfelf, he hath di(covered effects m 
their very caufes; and, without the trivial helps ot 
experiments, or obfervations, hath been the inven- 
tor of moft of the modern fyftems and hypothde^. 

He hath enriched mathematics with many precile 
and geometrical quadratures of the circle. He firlt 
difcovered the caufe of gravity, and the lnteltine 

motion of fluids. # . 

To him we owe all the obfervations on the paral¬ 
lax of the pole flar, and all the new theories of the 


He it was that firft taught the right ufe fometimes 
of the fuga vacui y and fometimes of the materia 
fubtilis , in rcfolving the grand phenomena of na- 

tU He it was that firft found out the palpability of 
colours, and by the delicacy of his touch, could 
diftinguilh the different vibrations of the heteroge¬ 
neous rays cf light. . 

His were the projects of perfetuum mobiles, flying 
engines, and pacing faddles ; the method of dilco- 
vering the longitude by bomb vefiels, and of lncrea- 
fing the trade wind by vaft plantations of reeds and 

l {hall mention only a few of his philofophical 
and mathematical works. 


1. A complete digeft of the laws of nature, with 
a review of thofe that are obfolete or repealed, and 
of thofe that are ready to be renewed and put in 

2. A mechanical explication of the formation of 
the univerfe, according to the Epicurean hypothe- 
ics 

•3. An inveftigation of the quantity of real matter 
in the univerfe, with the proportion of the fpecific 
gravity of iolid matter to that of fluid. 

2 4. Microfcopical 
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4. Microfcopical obiervations of the figure and 
bulk of the conftituent parts of all fluids. A calcu¬ 
lation of the proportion in which the fluids of the 
earth decreafe, and of the period in which they will 
be totally exhaufted. 

5. A computation of the duration of the fun, and 
how long it will laft before it is burned out. 

6. A method to apply the force arifing from the 
immenfe velocity of light to mechanical purples. 

7. An anfwer to the queftion of a curious gen¬ 
tleman ; how long a new lcar wits lighted up before 
its appearance to the inhabitants of our earth ? To 
which is fubjoined, a calculation how much the in¬ 
habitants of the moon eat for fupper, confidering 
that they pafs a night equal to fifteen of our natu¬ 
ral days. 

8. A demonftration of the natural dominion of 
the inhabitants of the earth over thole of the moon, 
if ever an intercourie Ihould be opened between 
them. With a propofal of a partition-treaty among 
the earthly potentates, in cale of luch di'covery. 

9. Tide-tables, for a comet, that is to approxi¬ 
mate towards the earth. 

10. T he number of the inhabitants of London 
determined by the reports of the gold-finders, and 
the tonnage of their carriages; with allowance for 
the extraordinary quantity of-the ingejla and egefta 
of the people of England, and a dedu&ion of what 
is left under dead walls, and dry ditches. 

It will from hence be evident, how much all his 
ftudies were dire&ed to the univerl’al benefit of man¬ 
kind. Numerous have been his projects to this 
end, of which two alone will be fuflicient to fhew 
the amazing grandeur of his genius. The firfl was 
a propofal, by a general contribution of all princes, 
to pierce the firfl cruft or jpideus of this our earth, 
quite through, to the n-vfct concentrical 1'phere. The 
advantage he propofed Tom it was, to find the pa¬ 
rallax of the fixt ftars; but chiefly to refute Sir 
Vol. VI. I Ifaac 
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Ifaac Newton’s Theory of Gravity, and Mr Ha ¬ 
ley’s of the Variations. The fecorni was, to bu ‘ ld 
tvvo poles to the meridian, with unmenfe hght- 
houfes on the top of them ; to fupply the defect of 
natu e and to make the longitude as eafy to be 
calculated as the latitude. Both thefe he could not 
but think very practicable, by the power of all the 

.heft >0 men,ion how he 

delcendcd from the fublime to the beneficial parts 
of knowledge, and particularly his extraordinary 
praCtice of phyfic. From the age, complexion, or 
weight of the perfon given, he contrived to pie- 
feribeat a difiance, as well as at a patient s bed- 
fide He taught the way to many modern phyfi- 
cians to cure their patients by intuition, and o 
others to cure without looking on them at all. He 
projeaed a menjtruum to diffolve the fione, mac e of 
Dr J Woodward’s univerfal deluge-water. His a 
was the device to relieve confumptive or afthmatic 
perfons, by bringing frelh air out of the country 
to town, by pipes of the nature of the recipients of 
air-pumps- and ,o introduce «he native air of a 
man’s country into any other in which he fhould 
travel with a feafonable intromiifion of fuch fteams 
as were moft familiar to him; to the inexpreffible 
comfort of many Scotlmen, Laplanders, and white 

bC In S ’phyfiognomy, his penetration is fuch, that, 
from die picture only of any peifon, he can wine 
his life; and, from the features of the parents, 
draw the portrait of any child that is to be born. 

Nor hath he been fo enrapt in theie ftudtes, as to 
nea'ea the polite arts of painting, architecture, 
mulic, poetrv, &c. It was he that gave the firfi hint 
to our modern painters, to improve the hkenefs of 
their portraits, by the ufe of fuch colours M wouU, 
faithfully and conftantly accompany the llfe > 
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only in its prefenr flate, but in all its alterations, 
decays, age, and death itfelf. 

In archite&ure, he builds not with fo much re¬ 
gard to prefent fymmetry or conveniency, as with a 
thought well worthy a true lover of antiquity, to 
wit, the noble effect the building will have to pofte- 
rity, when it lhall fall and become a ruin. 

As to mufic, I think Heidegger has not the face 
to deny that he has been much beholden to^Jtis 
fcores. 

In poc ? ry, he hath appeared under a hundred 
different names, of which we may one day give a 
catalogue. 

In politics, his writings arc of a peculiar caft, for 
the mod part ironical, and the drift of them often 
fo delicate and refined as to be miftaken by the vul¬ 
gar. He once went fo far as to write a perl’uafive 
to people to eat their own children, which was fo 
little underftood as to be taken in ill part *. He 
has often written againft liberty in the name of 
Freeman and \lgernon Sydney, in vindication of: 
the meafures of Spain under that of Raleigh, and in 
praife of corruption under thole of Cato and Publi- 
cola. 

It is true, that at his laft departure from Eng¬ 
land, in the reign of Q. Anne, apprehending left 
any of thefe might be perverted to the fcandal of 
the weak, or encouragement of the flagitiotfs, he 
caft them all, without mercy, into a bog houfe 
near St. James’s. Some however have been with 
great diligence recovered, and fifhed up with a hook 
and line, by the mioifterial writers, which make at 
prefent the great ornaments of their works. 

Whatever he judged beneficial to mankind, he 
conftantly communicated (not only during his ftay 
among us, but ever lincf 'Jfs abfence,) by l'ome me- 

* Swift’s ironical traft on that fubjeft, intitled, “ A modefl Pro- 
“ pofal for preventing the children of poor people in Ireland from 
“ being a burden to their parents,” &c. vol. iv. 

I 2 


thod 
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thod or other in which oftentation had no part. 
With what incredible modelfy he concealed hunlelt, 
is known to numbers of thofe to whom he addreffed 
fometimes epiftles, fomet.mes hints. fomttx 
whole treatifes, advices to friends, projects of lirfl 
minifters, letters to members of parliament, ac¬ 
counts to the Royal Society, and innumerable 

° l AU thefe will be vindicated to the true author, in 
the courfe of thefe memoirs. I may venture to lay, 
they cannot be unacceptable to any, but to thole, 
who will appear too much concerned as plagiaries, 
to be admitted as judges. Wherefore we warn the 
public, to take particular notice of all fuch as mani- 
feft any indecent p.-ffion at the appearance of this 
work, as perl'ons raoft certainly involved in the 

guilt. 

The End of the Firjl Book. 


«§|# 
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Of the Art of Sinking in Poetry. 
Written in the year 1727. 


CHAP. I. 

I T hath been long, my dear countrymen, the fub- 
je<ft of my concern and furprize, that whereas 
numberlefs poets, critics, and orators, have 
compiled and digefted the art of ancient poefy, there 
hath not rifen among us one perfon fo public-fpirit- 
ed, as to perform the like for the modern. Al¬ 
though it is univerfally known, that our every way 
induftrious mederns, both in the weight of their 
writings, and in the velocity of their judgements, 
do fo infinitely excel the faid ancients. 

Neverthelefs, too true it is, that while a plain 
and dire£t road is paved to their tty*;, or fub- 
lime, no track has been yet chalked out to ar¬ 
rive at our flxios, or profound. The Latins, as 
they came between the Greeks and us, made ufe of 
the word altitudo, which implies equally heighth 
and depth. Wherefore confidering, with no fmall 
grief, how many pror:.ung geniul'es of this age are 
wandering, as I may fay, in the dark without a 
guide, I have undertaken this arduous but nectfiary 
talk, to lead them, as it were, by the hand, and 

ftep 












7 o MARTIN US SCR 1 BLERUS, Chap. I. 

ftep by ftep. the gentle downhill way to the bathos- 
thf bottom, the end, the central point, the non plus 

ultra, of true modern poely ! 

When I conhder, my dear countrymen, the ex 
tenr. fertility, and populoufnefs of our lowland, of 
Parnaflus, the flourifhi ig Rate of our trade, and 
the plenty of our manufacture, there are two re- 
flcCtion.,' which adminifter great occalion of fur- 
prize; the one, that all dignities and honouis Ihould 
be beftowed upon the exceeding few meagre inhabi¬ 
tants of the top of the mountain ; the other, .hat 
our nation ihould have arrived at that P l,ch o ^ rea ^' 
nefs it now poiTeiTes, without any regular fyftem of 
laws. As to the firft, it is with great pleafure I 
have obferved of late the gradual decay of delicacy 
and refinement among mankind, who are become 
too reafonable to require, that we ihould[ labour 
with infinite pains to come up to the tafte of thei 
mountaineers, when they without any may conde- 
feend to ours. But as we have now an unqueft ion- 
able majority on our fide, I doubt not but we fliall 
fhortly be able to level the Highlanders, and pio- 
cure a farther vent for our own produCt, which is 
already fo much relifhed, encouraged, and reward¬ 
ed by the nobility and gentry of Great Britain. 

Therefore, to fupply our former defeCts, I pro- 
pofe to colleCt the icattered rules of our art into 
regular inftitutes, from the example and practice of 
the deep geniufes of our nation ; imitating herein 
my predeceffors, the mafter of Alexander, and the 
fecretary of the renown, d Zenobia : and in this my 
undertaking I am the more animated, as 1 expect 
more fuccefs than has attended even thole great 
critics ; fince their laws, though they might be good, 
have ever been Hackly executed, and their precepts, 
however Aria, obeyed only by fits, and by a very 

fmall number. , . 

At the fame time I intend to do juftice upon out 
neighbour, inhabitants of the upper 1 arnalhts^. 
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who, taking advantage of the riling ground, are 
perpetually throwing down rubbilh, dirt, and Hones 
upon us, ne\er luffering us to live in peace. Thefe 
men, while they enjoy the chryftal ftream of Heli¬ 
con, envy us our common water, which, (thank 
our ftars,) though it is fomewhat muddy, flows in 
much greater abundance. Nor is this the greateft 
injuflice that we have to complain of; for though 
it is evident, that we never made the leaft attHtipt 
or inroad into their territories, but lived content¬ 
ed in our native fens; they have often not only 
committed petty larcenies upon our borders, but 
driven the countrv, and carried oft' at once whole 
cart-loads of our manufacture ; to reclaim fome of 
which itolen goods, is part of the defign of this 
treatife. 

For we fhall fee, in the courfe of this work, that 
our greateft adverfaries have fometimes defeended 
towards us; and doubtlefs might now and then have 
arrived at the bathos itfelf, had it not been for that 
miftaken opinion they all entertained, that the rules 
of the ancients were equally neceflary to the mo¬ 
derns ; than which there cannot be a more grievous 
error, as will be amply proved in the following dif- 
courfe. 

And indeed when any of thefe have gone fo far, 
as by the light ot their own genius to attempt new 
models, it is wonderful to obferve, how nCSffly they 
have approached us in thofe particular pieces ; tho’ 
in their others they differed tot* coelo from us. 



CHAP, 


/ - 
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CHAP. II* 

, / -hmfnund is the natural tajle of 

rj-iHE tafte of the >>* th ° s ,s ‘“^'“"'^fr^emedby 

T ml in th f e f T‘ i° taught’, or rather compel- 
cuftom or example, h Accordinely. we fee the 
led to relifh ‘ h = f " bl “. e ; h ,t“ de ig®; only in fuch 
unprejudiced ^ our ,Vue mo- 

productions, an j u ave obferved, how 

dern writers fet before firft fitnpli- 

faft the general tafte i /intent of all poetry 

city and innocence : an . that kind, which 

be to divert ? n £'"£ ru £ create I num ber, is to be 
direrts and mf ruct . among the admirers 

preferred. Eet us [hofe who haV e a tafte of 

°f poetry, we fltali fi bu , th e profound 

the fubltme, to “ "h- , d t0 every capacity, 

ftrikes unutcrWly. and s adstpted^ fo / men of a 

It is a fruitlefs undertaK g his almoft 

nice and foppilE gu o^w more chimerical 

for ferity, ofwhofe t^e we cannot 

thors have a prefent end, 

Et prodejfe volunt , et deleft at e poetae. 

3SSi Iff s "i S&JSXX 

it follows demonftra%, tl a, ft thetr|r d £ ^ 

be iuited to the preftn • ,. f e hcity, that, 

congratulate our age on^ t us p * though 
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though we have made indeed great progrefs in all 
other branches of luxury, we are not yet debauch¬ 
ed with any high relifh in poetry, but are in this 
one tafte lei's nice than our anceftors. If an art is 
to be eftimated by its fuccefs, I appeal to experience, 
whether there have not been, in proportion to their 
number, as manyftarving good poets, as ba.d ones? 

Neverthelefs, in making gain the principal end 
of our art, far be it from me to exclude any great 
geniufes of rank or fortune f*>m diverting them- 
iclves this way. They ought to be praifed no lefs 
than thofe princes, who pals their vacant hours in 
fome ingenious mechanical or manual art. And to 
fuch as thefe, it would be ingratitude not to own, 
that our art has been often infinitely indebted. 

-■■ —“‘V gg 

CHAP. III. 

The necejjity of the bathos phyfically confidered. 

FURTHERMORE, it were great cruelty and in- 
-*■ juftice, if all fuch authors, as cannot write in 
the other way, were prohibited frojn writing at all. 
Againlt this I draw an argument from what feems 
to me an undoubted phyfical maxim ; that potftry is 
a natural morbid fecretion from the brain. As I 
would not fuddenly flop a cold in the head, or dry 
up my neighbour’s iffiie, I would as little hinder 
him from neceffiiry writing. It may be affirmed 
with great truth, that there is hardly any human 
creature paft childhood, but at one time or other 
has had iome poetical evacuation, and, no quefti- 
on, was much the beue; ior it in his health; fo 
true is the faying, rwjcimur poeta. Therefore is 
the defire of writing properly termed pruritus, the 
“ titillation of the generative faculty ol the brain, ’ 
Vol. VI. K * and 
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a nd .he perion““?;r a rh , ave n kno“n h a S ma"n 
melancholy, 'and raving feu- divers days, 
v.Z S toahwi,h grew wonderfully ^,1.8^-. 
and cheerful, upon .1 difchaige of t P £ 

sasiits, 

?ht very word poeiiy is of dangerous coniequence 
11 the date. We find by experience, that the fame 

"“which ven, d-afelves in fu, r e r .n ha. 

SSESaSSS** 

poetry may be .he molt innocent compofi- 

ll °It is th^efor^manifeft*, that mediocrity ought to 

be allowed, yea, indulged, to the good objects ot 
England. Nor can 1 conceive how the" or ‘“ 
„-as 8 fwallowed the contrary ntax.cn ^ 

H owe ve r, & f»r be it from me to compare theft 
writers with thofe great fpiri.s, whe. arej born,w.h 
a wWf * ffi *« or (as an Lnghlh au.ho 
calls it,) an “ alacrity of fink.ng t, and who ny 
ftrength of nature alone, can excel. All 1 mean, 
fs to evince the neceffi.y of rules to thefe of lelftr 


_ Mediocribus ejfe 

Non dity rtcn kctnines f See,- 0 


Pope. 


StSSJnSZZ Men, .t 

Windfor. 

geniufes. 
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geniufes, as well as the ufefulnefs of them to the 
greater. 







CHAP. IV. 


That there is an art of the bathos, or profound. I 


E come now to prove, that there is an Art qf 



vv Sinking in poetry. Is there not an archi¬ 
tecture of vaults and cellars, as well as lofty domes 
and pyramids ? Is there not as much ikill and labour 
in making ditches, as in railing mounts ? Is there 
not an art of diving as well as of flying ? and will 
any fober pra&icioner affirm, that a diving engine 
is not of Angular ufe in making him long-winded, 
aflifting his defcent, and furnifhing him with more 
ingenious means of keeping under water ? 

If we fearch the authors of antiquity, we fhall 
find as few to have been diftinguifhed in the true 
profound, as in the true fublime. And the very 
fame thing (as it appears from Longinus,) had been 
imagined of that, as now of this : namely, that it 
was entirely the gift of Nature. I grant, that, to 
excel in the bathos , a genius is requifite ; yet the 
rules of art muft be allowed fo far ui'eful, asxo add 
weight, or, as I may fay, hang on lead to facilitate 
and enforce our defcent, to guide us to the mofl 
advantageous declivities, and habituate our imagi¬ 
nation to a depth of thinking. Many there are that 
can fall, but few can arrive at the felicity of fal¬ 
ling gracefully ; much more for a man, who is a- 
mongll the loweft of the creation, at the very bot¬ 
tom of the atniofphere i£0. defeend beneath him- 
felf, is not lo eafy a eafic, unlefs he calls in art to 
his alfiftance. It is with the bathos as with fmall 
beer, which is indeed vapid and infipid, if left at 


K 2 


large 
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and bouncing. • fi- v the fun, moon, 

The Sublime of nature is the iky, lac , 

i ne ou p ro f 0 und of nature is gold, pearls, 

precioui 'ftones, and the trcrfures^of 

which are in ^f e ma as e co a rn, flowers fruits, animals, 
lies between thele, a are Q f mean 

and things for the mere ^ tQ be „ re atly efteem- 
price, and fo common j that any thing, 

ed by the curious. It **ing be 7 inva i u - 

^ 1 ^ 

XJX tbe^reateft^ modern cnd.cs and authors. 

CHAP. V. 

Of the true genius fir the profound, uni by ■what it is 

J corijiituted. 

i a ND I will venture to lay it down, as the fit ft 
w °t ami workings of that peftilent foe to wjt, and 

,hi HcTs 8 to confider himfelf as a grotefque painter, 
whole 1 works would be fpoiled by an ° f 

nature, or uniformity of defign. He s to mingie 
Sits of the mod various, or difcordant k.nds^ land- 
fcape, hiftory, portraits, an.mals, and conne h.^ 
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with a great deal of flourifliing, by head or tail, as 
it Ih.ill pleafe his imagination, and contribute to his 
principal end, which is to glare by ftrong oppositions 
of colours, and furprife by contrariety of images. 

Serpentes avibus gcminentur , tigrcbus agni. Hon. 

His defign ought to be like a labyrinth, out of 
which no body can get cl^* but himfelf. And 
fince the great art of all poetry is to mix truth with 
fiCtion, in order to join the credible with the lurpri- 
zing ; our author {hall produce the credible, by 
painting nature in her loweft fimplicity, and the 
furprifing, by contradicting common opinion. In 
the very manners he will affeCl the marvellous; 
he will draw Achilles with the patience of Job; a 
prince talking like a Jackr-pudding; a maid of ho¬ 
nour felling bargains ; a footman fpeaking like a phi- 
fopher ; and a fine gentleman like a fcholar. Who¬ 
ever is converfant in modern plays, may make a moffc 
noble collection of this kind, and at the fame time 
from a complete body of modern ethics and morality. 

Nothing feemed more plain to our great authors, 
than that the world hath long been weary of natu¬ 
ral things. How much the contrary are formed to 
pleafe, is evident from the univerfal applaufe daily 
given to the admirable entertainments of harlequins 
and magicians on our ftage. When an audience 
behoid^a coach turned into a wheel-barrow, a con¬ 
jurer into an old woman, or a man’s head where 
his heels fhould be: how are they (truck with tran- 
{'port and delight ? which can only be imputed to 
this caufe, that each object is changed into that which 
hath been fuggelted to them by their own low ideas 
before. - 

He ought therefore to render himfelf mafter of 
this happy and ami-natural way of thinking to fuch 
a degree, as to be able, on the appearance of any 
objedt, to furnilh his imagination with ideas infinite¬ 
ly 
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0b ttc"; ; C when W» upon .he 

4°te&U«ly caches ,he idea of a p.ece of 
blue luteftring, or a child s mantle. 

The skies , whofe,fprending volumes fcarcehave room, 

S pun thin and wve in nature sfineft loom, 
tZ new bom world in their fit lap embrace d. 

And all around their jlarry man tie caji . 

Tf He looks upon a tempeft, he {hall have an i* 
mage of a tumbled bed, and deferibe a fuccee mg 
calm in this manner ; 

The ocean , joyed to fee the tempeft pd, 

Nw llylbiLava, andfmvth to ruffled bed f. 

t a h n et h c e r e“ huzzaing maUing —— 
and flinging fquibs, crackers, and Iky-iockets. 

Glorious illuminations made on high 
Jiy all the Jlars and planets of them, 
in juft decrees, andJhimng order placed, 
sVeZtcnchaM and the bleft dwellings grace d, 
■Thfoufh aU * enligh:endau hviftfirc norksfieu; 
Which with repeated /bouts glad them s i ire v. 
Cornets afeendedeeuith theirfweeping train , 

Then fell in Jlarry jhowers and glittering rain. 

Jn air ten thoufand meteors blazing hung , 

much from th' eternal battlements were fungi 


Prince Arthur; p. 4H 4*> t r * J 4' 


% r* 5° 
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If a man, who is violently fond of wit, will fa- 
crifice to that paffion his friend or his God, would 
it not be a lhame, if he who is fmit with the love 
of the bathos ffiould not facrifice to it all other 
tranfitory regards? You (hall hear a zealous protef- 
tant deacon invoke a faint, and modeitly befeech her 
tj do more for us than Providence. 

Look down, blejlfaint, witTpity then leak down. 

Shed on this land thy kinder influence, 

And guide us through the mifls of providence. 

In which we Jiray - ‘-f. 

Neither will he, if a goodly fimile come in his way, 
fcruple to affirm himfelf an eye-witnefs of things 
never yet beheld by man, or never in exiftence; as 
thus, 

Thus have I feen in Arahy the blejl , 

A phoenix couch'd upon her funral neft*. 

But to convince you, that nothing is fo great, 
which a marvellous genius, prompted by this lau¬ 
dable zeal, is not able to ltflcn ; hear how the mod 
fublime of all beings is reprefented in the following 
images. / 


Firft he is PAINTER. 

Sometimes the Lord of nature in the air 
Spreads forth his clouds , his fable canvafs , where 
His pencil, dipt in heavenly colour bright, 

Paints his fair rain-bow, charming to thefigbt%. 

N. B. In order to do i (lice to thefe great poets, our citations are 
taVen from the belt, thc^W, and molt conect editions of their works, 
i lut which we ufe iff Prince Arthur, is in duodecimo, I714, the 
f .urih edition revifed. 

t A. Pnilips on the death or -Queen Mary. 

* Anon, | Biackm. opt. edit, duod. i~ 43 . 


Now 
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Now he is a CHEMIST. 


fit almighty cbemifl 

Pours down his waters ™ th t 
Digcjls his light’ntng and dijlills his t 

Now he is a WRESTLER. 

bruifed. 

Now a RECRUITING OFFICER. 

r- r rku J, ,he fun-beams levy frejhfupphes, 

Ss-kewa* 

Now a peaceable GUARANTEE. 

7n w„„ c / *«« the neighbours did agree. 
Md fo maintain them Cod guarantee . 


Then he is an AT TORNEY. 

Job, as a vile offender. Cod indites. 

And terrible decrees againjl me writes, 

Cod will not be my adv ° c L at f> 

My cauje to manage or debate tt- 

In the following lines he is a GOLD BEATER. 

l!K - 


Blackm. Pfal. civ. p. 263. 

IE5& 


tt p. >«• M p ; r , 1 !' 
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Then a FULLER. 

- th' exhaling recks, that fecret rife, 

Borne on rebounding Jun-bcams through the flies. 

Are thicken’d, -wrought, and -whiten'd till they grow 
A hcav'n/y fleece - *. 

A MERCER orftCKER. 

Didfl thou one end of air's -wide curtain hold, 

And help the bales of at her to unfold; 

Say^ which cerulean pile was by thy hand enroll'd f 4 

A BUTLER- 

He menfures all the drops with wond'rous fkill, 

B Inch the black clouds , his floating bottles, fill. $ 

And a BAKER. 


God in the wildernefs his table fpread 
And in his airy ovens bak'd their bread. || 



CHAP. VI. 

Of the federal kinds of geniufes in the profound , and 
the marks and characters of each. 

T DOUBT nor, but the reader, by this cloud of 
A examples, begins to be convinced of the truth 
of our alleriion, that the bathos is an art; and that 
the genius of no n^rtal whatever, following the 
mere ideas of natty*?, and unalBfted with an habi¬ 
tual, nay, laborious peculiarity of thinking, couUi 

* Blackm, civ. Pf. p. iS. f P. 174 J P. i-t* 

|| Blackm. Song of Mefes, p. 21S. 

Vol. VI. L 


arrive 
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arrive at images fo wonderfully low ^d“un- 
:„ b le The great author, from whole tiealuiy wc 

have drawn all thefe inftances, (the 

bathos, and indeed the Hornet o ,) ‘ ’ eat ^ r 

imm0r,a ' a r d oom fo° oThcrs ,o acquire 

P a du‘ 7 ma« of P Je in have 

Ivith a’ ‘felichjfcop”d a fmall-pox, or been admir- 

up and ftiffen with incredible accuracy. _ 

made Germanicus lo great a genet a , 

Unity there appears temeen arts and faeme , ^ 

sa M. 

federally excel in their revive parts of the ba 
lh °T S ihall range thefe confined and iefs copious ge- 

^WrSSwR 

profound; but their wings are foon y. ‘ * 

drop down to the bottom. G. b. A. n. ^ ^ 
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2 . The (wallows are authors, that are eternally 
(kimming and fluttering up and down, but all their 
agility is employed to catch flies. L. T. W. P. 
Lord H. 

3. The oftriches are fuch, whole heavinefs rarely 
permits them to raife themfelves from the ground ; 
their wings are of no ufe to lift them up, and their 
motion is between flying and walking; but tfien 
they run very fad U. F. L. E. the Hon. E. H. 

4. The parrots are they, that repeat another’s 
words in fuch a hoarfe odd voice, as makes them 
feem their own W. B. W. S. C. C. the Rev 

D. D. 

5. The didappers are authors, that keep them¬ 
felves long out of fight, under water, and come up 
now and then, where you lead expelled them. L. 
W. G. D. Efq; the Hon. Sir. W. Y. 

The porpoifes are unwieldly and big ; they put 
all their numbers into a great turmoil and temped, 
but whenever they appear in plain light (’which is 
feldom), they are only lhapelefs and ugly monders. 

I. D. C. G. I. O. 

7. The frogs are fuch, as can neither walk nor 
fly, but can leap and bound to admiration ; they 
live generally in the bottom of a ditch, and make 
a great noile, whenever they thurd their heads/ 
above water, E. W. I. M, Efq; T. D. Gent. 

8 The eels are obfeure authors, that wrap 
themfelves up in their own mud, but are mighty 
nimble and pert. L. W. L. T. P. M. General C. 

9. The tortoifes are flow and chill, and, like 
padoral writers, delight much in gardens: they 
have, for the mod part, a fine embroidered (hell, 
and underneath it a heavy lump. A. P. W. B. L. 

E. the Plight Honourable E. of S. 

Thtfe are the cwfef charatderiflics of the bathos, 
and in each of tbrcfe kinds we have the comfort to 
be bleflxd with fundry and manifold chofe fpirits in 
this our ifland. 

L 2 
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CHAP. VII. 

Of the profound, when it conjijls in the thought. 

W E have already laid down the principles up¬ 
on which our author is to proceed, and 
the manner of forming his thought by Hnu iar- 
izing his mind to the loweft objtfts ; to »h.ch, t 

maybe added, that vulgar conversion will great 

ly contribute. There is no queft.on but 'he 
oarret or the printer’s boy, may often be dilcern 

infenfibly infufed into the worts ot his learnea 

"The'phyncian, by the fludy and intpeflion of 
urine and ordure, approves himfelf in the lcien , 
and in like fort fltould our author “cuftom and 
exercife his imagination upon the dregs of nature. 

This wiU render his thoughts truly and funda¬ 
mentally low, and carry him many f«homs beyord 
mediocrity. For, certain it is (though fome lu^e 

:Si imagine they -ay be lafe by umpo- 
riyinn between the extremes), that wheie there 
not aVuicalnefs or mediocrity in the * 

can never be funk into the genuine and perfect 
bathos by the mold elaborate low expreffion . it 
can at moft, be only carefully obfeured, or meta- 
phorically debafed. But, it is the thought alone 

that ftrikes, and gives the whole that _ 

that itriK.es,. 5 inflance, m that in- 

we admire and flare at * the balh W aters s 

genious piece on a lad) suru a 

She drinks ! fie drinks! leh-Jdthe maUbleJs dame! 
To her ’tis water, but to us t is fame. ^ 
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Thus fire is -water, water fire by turns. 

And the fame Jlream at once both cools and burns * 

What can be more eafy and unaffected, than the 
cliCtion of thefe verfes ? it is the turn of thought a- 
Jone, and the variety of imagination, that charm 
and lurprife us. And when the fame lady goes in» 
to the bath, the thought (as in juftnels it ought]/ 
goes ftill deeper : 

Venus beheld her, ’midjl her croud of /laves. 

And thought herfelf jujl rifen from the waves + 

How much out of the way of common fenfe is 
this reflection of Venus, not knowing herfelf from 
the lady ? 

Of the fame nature is that noble miftake of a 
flighted ftag in a full chace, who, (faith the poet,) 

Hears his own feet, and thinks they found like more ; 

Andfears the hindfeet will o'ertake the fore , 

So aftonifhing as thefe are, they yield to the fol¬ 
lowing, which is profundity itfelf. 

None but himfef can be his parallel J. 

Unlefs it may feem borrowech£om the thought 
of that mafter of a fhow in Smithlield, who writ 
in large letters over the picture of his elephant, 

This is the greatejl elephant in the world, except him• 

/#• 

However, our nex*. in fiance is certainly an ori¬ 
ginal. Speaking cJn. beautiful infant, 

•f Idem, 


So 


• Anon. 

} 'i ncobild, Double Fjlfliood. 
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So fair thou art , that if great ^upidbe 
A child, as facts fay, fur e though art he. 

Fair Venus would mijtake thee for her own, 

Did not thy eyes proclaim thee not bet Jon. 

There all the lightnings of thy ™ ther ! bine > 

And with a fatal brightnejs kill in thine. 

Firft he is Cupid, then he is not Cupid ; fit'll 
Venus would mhtake him, then ihe would not 
mift ike him ; next his eyes are his mother and 
hftly they are not his mother’s, but his own 
‘ Another author, deferring a poet, that Aimes 
forth amidft a circle of critics, 

Thus Phcebus thro' the zodiac takes his way. 

And amid monjlers rifes into day. 

What a peculiarity is here of invention ? the au¬ 
thor’s pencil, like the wand of Circe, turns a 1 
,o monfters at a ftroke. A great genius takes ' k ' n S s _ 
in the lump, without flopping at minute confide 
a,ions : in vain might the ram,, the bull, the go , 

• the lion, the crab, the icorpion, the hlhes, a t 
ftand in his way, as mere natural animals: much 
more might it be pleaded, that a pair of fealcs, an 
old manfand two innocent children, were no mon- 
flers : there were only the centaur and the maid, 
that could be efteemed out of nature. But what 
of that? with a boldnefs peculiar to thefe dan g 
geniufes, what he found not monfters, he mad 
io. 


CHAP 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Of the profound, confijling in the circumftances : 
and of amplification and periphrafe in general. 

W IIAT in a great meafure diftinguifhes othei 
'vi iters from ours, is their chufing and fe- 
parating fuch circumftances in a defeription, as en¬ 
noble or elevate the fubjeft. 

The circumftances, which are moft natural, are 
obvious, therefore not aftonifhiog or peculiar ; but 
tbofe thar are far-fetched or unexpected, or hardly 
compatible, will furprize prodigioufiy. Thefe there¬ 
fore we mud principally hunt out ; but above all 
prelcrvc a laudable prolixity ; prefenting the whole 
and every fide at once of the image to view. For 
choice and diftinclion are not only a curb to the 
Ipirit, and limit the deferiptive faculty, but alfo 
leflen the book; which is frequently the worft con- 
fequence of all to our author. 

J b fays in lhort, he walhed his feet in butter ; 
a circumftance fome poets would have foftened, or 
part over : now, hear how this butter is fpread out 
by the great genius. — 

With teats dife~.ded -with their milky fore. 

Such num'rous lowing herds , before my door, 

Their painful burthen to unload did meet. 

That we with butter might have wajb'd our feet*. 

Mow cautious andJ^articular! “ He had,” fays 
our author, “ fo nymy herds, which herds thrived 
fo well, and thriving fo well cave fo much milk. 


* Bl«tkm. Job, p. ijj. 


“ and 
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<« and that milk produced To much bu"" that, 

“ if he did not, he might have wafhed In 

U The enfuing defcription of hell is no lefs remark¬ 
able in the circumftances. 

In Naming heaps the raging ocean rolls, 
mole livid waves involve defpairingjouls , 

The liquid burn mgs dreadful colours Jhcw, 

Some deeply red and others faintly blue . 

Could the moff minute Dutch painter have been 
more exaft ? how inimitiably circumftantial is this 
alfo of a war-horfe ! 

His eye balls burn , he wounds the fmking plain, 
Jnd knots o/fcarlet ribband deck his mane f. 

Of certain cudgel players. 

They brandifh high in air their threatening Jlaves 
rheir hands a woven guard e/ozier fives. 

In which they fix their hazle weapon s end t. 

Who would not think the poet had pa ft his 
whole life at wakes in fuch laudable diverfions . 
lince he teaches us how to hold, nay, how to 
make a cudgel ! 

Pcriphrafe is another great aid to prolixity , be- 
in* a diJfufcd circumlocutory manner of exprdhng 
a \nown idea, which fhould be lo myttenoufly 
touched, as to give the reader the pleaihre of gue ^ 
ling what it is, that the author can pothbly mean , 
and^ ftrange furprize when he finds it . . 

The poet I laft mentioned is incomparable in tn 


hgure 


* Prince Arthur, p.89. 

X Prince Arthur, p. 197- 


■f Anon. 


J 
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A "waving fea of heads was round me fpread, 

And fill frefh jtreams the gazing deluge fed ||. 

Here is a waving fea oF heads, which, by a frefh 
ftream of head , grows to be a gazing deluge of 
heads. \ ou come at laft to find, it means a great 
croud. 

How pretty and how genteel is the following ! 

Nature's confectioner - 

Whofe fucktts are moijl alchymy : 

The Jiill of his refining mold 
Minting the garden into gold*. 

hat is this,—but a bee gathering honey ? 

Little fyrcn of the fiage , 

Empty warbler, breathing lyre. 

Wanton gale of fond ihfire. 

Tuneful m if chief vocal Jpell.f 

Who would think, this was only a poor gentle* 
woman, that iung finely ? 

We may define amplification to be making the 
moft of a thought ; it is the fpinning-wheel of 
tlie bathos, which draws out and lpreads it into 
the fineft thread. There are amplifiers, who can 
extend half a dozen thin thoughw^over a whole 
folio; but for which, the tale of many a vaft ro¬ 
mance, and the lubftance of many a fair volume, 
might be reduced to the fize of a primmer. 

in the book of Job are ihefe words, “ Haft thou 
“ commanded the morning, and caufed the day- 

lpring to know his place ?’* how is this extend¬ 
ed bv the moft cel^^fted amplifier of our age? 

II Job, p. 78. 

* Cievland. f At Philips to Cuzzona. 

Vol. VI. M Canjl 
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Cm ft thou fit forth th’ etherial mines on high, 

Which the refulgent ore of light fuppiy • 

Is the celeflial furnace to thee known , 

In which l melt the golden metal down ? 

Trcafures, from whence 1 deal out light as fafl, 

y/s all my Jlars and lavilh funs can wafte %. 

The fame author hath amplified a pafiage in the 
civ Pfalm ; “ He looks on the earth, and it trem- 
“ bits. He touches the lulls, and they fmoke. 

The hills forget they're fix’d, and in the , ,r 

Caft off their weight, and eufe thtinfeivesf fig -• 

The woods, with terror wing'd, out fly tfowin , 

And leave the heavy, panting hills behind ■• 

You here fee the hills not only trembling, but 
{baking off woods from their backs, to run t e 
falter f after this you are prefented with a foot¬ 
race of mountains and woods, where the woods 
diftance the mountains, that, like corp 
fellows, come puffing and panting a valt w y 

hind them. 


CHAP. IX. 

Of imitation, and the manner of imitating. 

T fl AT the true authors of the profound are 
to imitate diligently the examples in then- 
own way, is not to be queftioned, and that divers 
have by this means, attained to a depth, where¬ 
to their own weight could never have carried 


} Job, p. I0 8» 


* Job, p. 267. 


them. 
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them, is evident by fundry inftances. Who fees 
not that De Foe was the poetical Ton of Withers, 
Tate of Ogilby, E. Ward of John Taylor, and 
Enfden of Blackmore ? Therefore when we fit 
down to write, let us bring fome great author to 
our mind, and afk ourfelves this queftion ; how 
would Sir Richard have faid this ? do I exprefs 
myielf as fimply as Ambrofe Philips? or flow my ’ 
numbers with the quiet thoughtlefihefs of Mr. 
Welfted ? 

But it may feem fomewhat ftrange to aflert, that 
our proficient fhould alfo read the works of thole 
famous poets, who have excelled in the fublime : 
yet is not this a paradox. As Virgil is faid to have 
read Ennius, out of his dunghill to draw gold, fo 
may our author read Shakefpeare, Milton, and 
Dryden, for the contrary and, to bury their gold 
in his own dunghill, A true genius, when he 
finds any thing lofty or ihining in them, will have 
the (kill to bring it down, take off the glofs, or 
quite difeharge the colour, by fome ingenious cir- 
cumftance or periphrafe, fome addition or diminu¬ 
tion, or by fome of thofe figures, the ufe of which 
we (hall llicw in our next chapter. 

The book of Job is acknowledged to be infinite¬ 
ly fublime, and yet has not the father of the bath s / 
reduced it in every page ? is there a pafiage in all 
Virgil more painted up and labou red than the dc- 
feription of AL tna jn the third Aineid ? 

- Horrificis juxta tonat /Etna minis, 

Intcrdumquc atrum prorumpit ad eethcra nubcm , 
Turbine fumantem pice a, et can dent e favilla , 
jI ttollitque glolos Jlammorum, it fidcra lambit: 
Jntcrdurn fcopulos qmulfeque vifeera mantis 
Efigit cntSianSy^^uefiiClaque faxa jub auras 
Cum gemitu glome rat, fundoque cxcftuat imo. 

(I beg pardon of the gentle Englifh reader, and 
hi 2 fuch 
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fuch of our writers as underftand not Latin). Lo ! 
how this is taken down by our Britifli poet, by 
the firigle happy thought of throwing the moun¬ 
tain into a fit of the cholic. 

/Etna, and all the burning mountains, find 
Their kindled fiores -with imbrcdfiorms of wind. 

Blown up to rage ; and roaring our , complain ; 

As torn with inward gripes, and tort'ring pain ; 

Lab'ring, they cafi their dreadful vomit round, 

And with their melted bowels fpread the ground *. 

Horace, in fearch of the fublime, ftruck his 
head againft the (tars f; but Empedocles, to fa¬ 
thom the profound, threw himfelf into -/Etna. 
And who but would imagine our excellent modern 
had alfo been there, from this defeription ? 

Imitation is of two forts : the firil is, when we 
force to our own purpofes the thoughts of others ; 
the fecond confifts in copying the imperfections or 
blemiflies of celebrated authors. I have ieen a 
play profefledly writ in the ftile of Shakelpeare ; 
wherein the refemblance lay in one ilngle line, 

And Jo good morrow t y ye, good mafier lieutenant . 

And fundry poems, in imitation of Milton, where 
with the utmoft exadtnefs, and not fo much as one 
exception, neverthelefs w-as conftantly nathlefs , 
embroidered was broidered, hermits were he> emits, 
difdained was ' /deigned, fhady umbrageous, enter- 
prize emprize, pagan paynin, pinion pennons , fweet 
aulcet, orchards orchats, bridgework pontifical ; nay 
her was hir, and there was thir, through the whole 
poem. And, in very deed, there is no other 
way, by which the true modern poet could read, 

* Pr Arthur, p. 75. t 5 uUmi feriam Jidtre virtue. 

to 
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to any purpofe the works of fuch men as Milton 
and Shakefpeare. 

It may be cxpe&ed, that, like other critics, I 
fhould next fpeak of the pallions : but as the main 
end and principal cffufl of the bathos is to produce 
tranquility of mind (and Pure it is a better dcfign to 
promote deep than madnefs), we have little to fay% 
on this fiibjeft. Nor will the Ihort bounds of this 
difcourfe allow us to treat at large of the emollients 
and opiates of poeiy ; of the cool, and the manner 
of producing it: or of the methods ufed by our 
authors in managing the pallions. I (lull but tran- 
fiently remark, that nothing contributes fo much 
to the cool, as the life of wit in exprefling paflion : 
the true genius rarely fails of points, conceits, and 
proper limilies on fuch occalions ; this we may 
term the pathetic epigrammatical, in which even 
puns are made ufe of with good fuccefs. Hereby 
our beft authors have avoided throwing themfelves, 
or their readers, into any indecent tranfports. 

But, as it is fometime' needful to excite the paf- 
lions of our antagonift in the polemic way, the true 
fludents in the law have conftantly taken their 
methods from low life, where they obferved, that 
to move anger ufe is made of fcolding and railing : 
to move love, of bawdry; to beget favour and 
friendlhip, of grols flattery ; and to produce fear, 
of calumniating an adverlary with crimes obnoxious 
to the Rate. As for Jhdme, it is a Ally paflion, 
of which as our authors are incapable themfelves, 
fo they would not produce it in others. 


% 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 

Of tropes and figures ; andfirfi of the variegating, 
confounding , and rev erf mg figures. 

B UT we proceed to the figures. We cannot too 
earneltly recommend to our authors the ftudy 
of the abufe of fpeech. They ought to lay it down 
as a principle, to fav nothing in the ufual way, but, 
if poffible, in the direft contrary. Therefore the 
fioures muft be fo turned, as to manifeft that intri¬ 
cate and wonderful caft of head, which diftmguilh- 
es all writers of this kind : Or, as I may fay, to re 
fer exactly the mold, in which they were formed, 
in all its inequalities, cavities, obliquities, odd cran¬ 
nies and diftortions. 

It would be endlefs, nay impofiible, to enumerate 
all <uch figures; but we fhall content ourfelves to 
range the principal, which mod powerfully contn- 
bute to the bathos, under three claflfes. 

I. The variegating, confounding, or reverting 
tropes and figures. 

II The magnifying ; and, 

III. The diminifhing. 

\pc cannot avoid giving to thefe the Greek or 
Roman names ; but in tendernefs to our country¬ 
men and fellow writers, many of whom, however 
exquilite, are wholly ignorant of thofe languages, 
we have alfo explained them in our mother tongue. 

Of the firft tort, nothing fo much conduces to 
the bathos, as the 

CATACHRESIS. 

A matter of this will fay, 

Mow 
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Mow the beard, 

Shave the grafs. 

Pin the plank, 

Nail my flecve. 

From whence refuhs the fame kind of pleafure to 
the mind, as to the eye when we behold Harlequin 
trimming himlelf with a hatchet, hewing down a | 
tree with a razor, making his tea in a cauldron, and 
brewing his ale in a tea pot, to the incredible fatis- 
fadlion of the liritifh fpeftator. Another lource of 
the bathos is. 


The METONYMY. 


the invei lion of caufes for efTefls, of inventors for 
inventions, &c. 

Laced in her cofms * new appear'd the bride, ~) 
A bubble boy\ and Tampion J at her fide, > 


And with an air divine her cofmar |j plyd , 

Then oh ! Jhe cries , what fiaves I round me fee? 


Here a bright red-coat, there a fmart toupee**. 


The SYNECDOCHE. 


which confifts in the ufe of a part for the whole. ^ 
You may call a young woman fometimes pretty-^xce 
and pig’s eyes, and fometfmes fnorty-;Mjfir and drag- 
pi c-tail. Or of accidents for perfons; as a lawyer 
is called fplit-caufe, a taylor prick-loufe, See. Or of 
things belonging to a man, for the man himfelf; as 
a J word -man, agown-man, a t-m-t-d man ; a whhe- 
ftojf, a turn-Xvy, See. 



“ as what 


* -|- Tweezer cafe. J Watch, l| Fan. 

A furt cf permvig : all words in ufe at this prefent yeaa 1727. 


Ct (hall 
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“ fliall I fay when one has nothing to fay : or, 

*• I can no more,” when one really can no more* 
Expreffions which the gentle reader is fo good as ne¬ 
ver to take in earned. 

The METAPHOR. 

The firft rule is to draw it from the lowed things, 
which is a certain way to fing the highed ; as when 
you fpeak of the thunderot heaven, fay, 

The Lords above are angry and talk big*. 

Or if you would deferibe a rich man refunding 
his treafures, exprefs it thus, 

Though he , asfaid, may riches gorge, the fpci 
Painful in mafly vomit Jball recoil. 

Soon Jbiill he perifh with a fwift decay , 

Like his own ordure caji with/corn away +. 

The fecond, that whenever you ftart a metaphor, 
vou mud be fure to run it down, and puriue it as 
far as it can go. If you get the feent of a date ne¬ 
gotiation, follow it in this manner. 

7he Jlones and all the elements with thee 
Shall ratify afiriSl confederacy ; 

W'M beajls their favage temper Jball forget, 

And for a firm alliance with thee treat; 

The finny tyrant of the fpaciousfeas 
Shall fend a fcaly emba.Ty for peace : 

His plighted faith the crocodileJhallkeep , 

And feeing thee, for joy fincercly weep 

Or if you reprefent the Creator denouncing war 
again ft the wicked, be fure not to omit one circum- 
ftancc ufual in proclaiming and levying war. 

* Lee’s Alex. t Blackm.Job, p. 91. 93 - X J°^» p ‘ 21 
2 Envoys 
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Envoys and agents, who by my conmand 
RcfiJe in Palejlina's land, 

'To whom commilHons 1 have given 
To manage there the interefts of heaven . 

T e holy heralds, who proclaim 

Or war or peace, in mine your majler's name,-** 

Te pioneers of heaven , prepare a road, 

Make it plain , dir ell and broad ;- ^ 

For I in perfon will my people head ; 

- For the divine Deliverer 

Will on his march in majejly appear. 

And needs the aid of no confcdrate pow’r *. 

Under the article of the Confounding, we rank, 

1. The MIXTURE of FIGURES, 

which raifes fo many images, as to give you no i- 
niage at all. But its principal beauty is, when it 
gives an idea juft oppofue to what it ieemtd meant 
to delctibe. lhus an ingenious artift painting the 
Ipring, talks of a fnow of blolToms, and thereby 
raifes an unexptaed pi&ure of winter. Of this 
fort is the following; 

The gaping ciouds pour lakes of fulphur down, 

JVhoje h vid jlajhes fick'ningfun beams drown f. 

What a noble confufion ? clouds, lakes, brimftone, 
flames, lun beams, gaping, pouring, lick’ning, 
drowning! all in two lines. 


2. The JARGON. 


Tny hcadjhall rife , though buried in the dujl , 

And midjt the clouds bis glittering turrets thru/l £ . 


* Blackm. Ifa. thap. xl. f P r . Arthur, r . 37. 

Vol, VI. N 


t Job, p. 107. 


Q'cre, 
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9 Gfuere, What are the glittering turrets of a man’s 

h& U, ton the florc as frequent as the fund, 

To meet the prince, the glad Dimctiansjlan . 

Vvere Where thefe Dimetians flood ? and of 
fize they were ? add alfo to the Jargon fuch as 

the following; 

DeftruBions empire flail no longer lajl. 

And deflation lye for ever wajle +. 

Here Niche, fad mother, mokes her mean, 

Jni feems converted to a ftone mjlone %■ 

But for variegation, nothing is more nfeful than, 

3 . The PAR AM AN ASIA or PEN, 

where a word, like the tongue of a j«k-daw, fpeaks 
twice as much by being fplit: As tins of Mr. Den 

nis, 

Bullets that wound , like Parthians as they fl) !!• 
or this excellent one of Mr. Welfted, 

,- -Behold the virgin lye 

Naked, and only cover'd by the fly . 

To which thou may’ll add. 

To fee her beauties no man needs tojlcop , 

She has the whole horizon for her hooptf. 

4. The ANTITHESIS or SEE SAW, 
t+Waller* thereby 
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whereby contraries and oppofnions are balanced in 
fuch a way, as to caufe a reader to remain fufpend- 
ed between them to his exceeding delight and recre¬ 
ation. Such are thofc on a lady, who made herlelf 
appear out of fize, by hiding a young princefs un¬ 
der her clo.uhs. 

IHAle the hind nymph changing her fiultlefs Jhape+^_ 
Becomes unhandlome, handiomely to Jcape . 

On the maids of honour in mourning. 

Sadly they charm, tfm/difmally they pleafe*, 

- His. eyes fo bright 

Let in the object and let out the light f. 

The gods look pale to fee us look fo red $. 

- The fairies and their queen, 

In mantles blue came tripping o'er the green fl. 

All nature felt a reverential /hock. 

The fea flood ftill/o fee the mountains rock §. 

chap. xi. — 

The figures continued : of the magnifying and dimi¬ 
nishing figures. 

A GENUINE writer of the profound will take 
care never to magnify any object without cloud¬ 
ing it at the fame tij^e : His thought will appear in 
a true milt, and very unlike what is in nature. It 

* S eel, on Q^Mary. f Quarles. J Lee's Alex. 

I 1 Phil. Pail. ^ Black m. Job, p. 176, 

N 2 mu ft 
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muft always be remembered, that darknefs is an ef- 
fential quality of the profound, or if there chance to 
be a glimmering, it mult be, as Milton express it, 

No light, but rather darknefs vifible . 

The chief figure of this fort is. 

The HYPERBOLE, or ImpofEble. 


For inftance, of a lion. 

]j e roar'dfo loud, and look'd fo vjond'rous grim , 
His very Jhadoiv durfl not follow him *. 

Of a lady at dinner. 

The fiver whitenefs that adorns thy neck, 

Sullies the plate , and makes the napkin black. 

Of the fame. 


- The obfeurenefs of her birth 

Cannot eclipfe the lujlre of her eyes , 

Which make her all one light +. 

Of a bull-baiting. 

Up to the fars the (prauling ma/iivesfy j , 

And add nevj monfers to the frighted Jky 1 . 

Of a feene of mifery. 

Behold a feene of mifery and woe ! _ 

Here Argos foon might weep himfelf quite Inina, 
Evn tho' he had Briarius's hundred hands 
To wipe his hundred eyes -§• 

* Vet. Aut. f Theobald’s Double Falfhood. J Blackm. 
)j See p. 115. § Anon. 
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A nd that modeft requeft of two abfent lovers; 

Ye Gods ! annihilate but fpace and time, 

And make two lovers happy. 

3- The Periphrafis, which the moderns call the 
circumbendibus, whereof we have given examples in 
the ninth chapter, and lhall again in the twelfth. 

1 o the tame clafs of the magnifying may be re¬ 
ferred the following, which are fo excellently mo¬ 
dern, that we have yet no name for them. In dc- 
feribing a country-prolp<.ft, 

/ <1 cah them mountains, but can't call them fo, 

1 or fear to •wrong them with a name too low ; 

H hi. e the fair vales beneath fo humbly lie, 

That even humble feems a term too high *. 

in. I he la ft clafs remains ; of the diminijbing ; 
i. I he Anticlimax, and figures: where the t'econd 
lin drops quite fliort of the firft, than which no¬ 
thing creates greater furprize. 

On the extent of the Britifh arms. 


i.acr the Tropics is our language /poke, 

< part of Flanders hath rcceiv d our yoke ■f. 

On a warrior. 

hid thou Dalhouffy, the great God of war, 
■•tenant-colonel to the Earl of Mar $. 


On the valour of the Englifh. 


•'* ‘ Itrt nor nature haf the force 
1 ■ fop its Jleady courfe. 


ir ot 

iftl. 


f Anon. 


4 Anon. 


$ Anon. 


Nor 
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Nor dips nor Py renaans keep it out, 

_ Nor fortify'd redoubt . 

At other thiies this figure ^operates m expe ^ ation 
tent; and when the g finds it furprifingty 

of lome great .mag ^ fonacthing low or 

imperfeft, oi P . - zc re fembUng that of a 
quite ridiculous . R of ant * ic ftatues, who 

curious perfon in a cat) of Homer, or 

beholds on the pet.e a Homer without a 

Cato; but, locking “^’ften oi clbuthispri. 
^l’ e u a "btr?°Su n l are theft lines of a leviathan at 
lea, 

His motion works, and bents the oozy mud. 

Such frothy furrows , fuch a foamy tract, , 

But perhaps even thefe are excelled by the enlu- 

ing. 

M™ the refilled fames and fiery fort, 

Li raping Jeas flow down of melted ore 
sina rug" 5 j j iron-bars remov cl. 

Sometimes they hear long von vm 

And to and fro huge heaps ofcyndeisjb 
2 . The VULGAR 

is alfo a fpecies of the diminijhing : by this a fpcar 


* Denn. on Namur. 

} Prince Arthur, p. 157* 


\ B'ackm. Job, p. ^97- 


flying 
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flying into the air is compared to a boy whittling as 
he goes on an errand. 

The mighty Stuff'd threw a maffy Jpear , 

JVhicb t with its errand pleas'd, Jung thro ’ the air *. 

A man raging with grief, to a maftiff-dog, 

I cannot Jlifle this gigantic woe , 

Nor on my raging grief a muzzle throw f. 

And clouds big with water, to a woman in great 
needfity. 

Dif ended with the waters in 'em pent , 

The clouds hang deep in air , but hang unrent. 


3. The INFANTINE. 

This is, when a poet grows fo very Ample as to 
think and talk like a child. I lhall take my exam¬ 
ples from the greateft matter in this way : hear how 
he fondles like a mere ftammerer. 

Little charm of placid mien, 

Miniature of beauty's queen , 

Hither , Britijh mufe of mine. 

Hither , all ye Grecian nine , 

With the lovely Graces three , 
ylnd your pretty nuffeling fee. 

When the meadows next are fen. 

Sweet enamel , white and green , 

When again the lambkins play, 

Pntty Jportlirgs full of May, 

* 

f Job, p. 41. 


* Piinte Arthfcr, 


Then 
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Then the neck fo white and round 
(Little neck with brilliants bound.) 

And thy gentlencfs of mind, 

(Gentle from a gentle kind.) 

Happy thrice , and thrice a gen, 

Happiejl he of happy men, &c *. 

And the reft of thofe excellent lullabies of his com- 

P °Ho°w prettily he elks the Iheep to teach him to 

me to grieve with bleating moan, my Jheep f. 


Hear how a babe would reafon on his nurfe's 
death. 

That ever foe could die! Oh mofiunkind! 

To die, and leave poor Cohnet behind! 

And yet, - why blame 1 her 4- ? 

With no lefs fimplicity does he fuppofe, that 
fhepherdefies tear their hair and beat their breaks 
at their own deaths : 

Te brighter maids, faint emblems of my fair, 

IVith "looks calf down, and with dijoevel d hair , 

In bitter anguijh beat your breafts and moan 

Her death untimely, as it were your own i„. 


4. The INANITY, or NOTHINGNESS. 

Of this the fame author furnillics us with molt 
beautiful inftances. 


Ah filly I, more filly than my feep, 
(Which on the fiow'ry plain I once did keep 




* Amb. Philips on Mifs Cuzzona. t Phlh F 5 p - ftorals - 

t Ibid. il Icid. § Ibid * 

I 


To 
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To the grave fenate foe did counfcl give, 

{IVbich Vjith ajlonifomcnt they did receive *. 

He -whom hud cannon could not terrify, 

Falls (from the grandeur of hit majejly f.) 

Happy, merry as a king , 

Sipping dew - you ftp , andfing 

Where you eafily perceive the nothingnefs of ever? 
lecond verfe. * 

The noife returning with returning light , 

What did it ? & ' 

Difpers'd the filence, aud difpelVd the night ||. 

The glories of proud London to furvey. 

The fun himfelf Jhali rife—by breakof day §. 


5 . The EXPLETIVE, 


Admirably examplified in the epithets of many au- 


37/ umbrageous foadow, and the verdant green, 
The running current , and odorous fragrance, 
Cheer my lone folitude with joyous gladnef. 

Or in pretty drawling words like thefe, 

AH men his tomb, all men his fons adore. 

And his fons fons, till there Jhall be no more +. 

The ri/ing fun our grief did fee, 

The fetting fun did fee the fame; 

JVhile wretched we rememb'red thee . 
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6. The MACROLOGY and PLEONASM, 

Are as generally coupled, . ™ a 

fat one : nor is it a wonder, Y am 

this figure. 

The growth of meadows, and the pride of fields. 

• The food of an, ies , andfupport °/ 

Ref ufe off words, and gleanings of a JL • 

Leffen his numbers and contra^hi P 
v/here'erdhis friends retire, or foes fuccecd. 

Cover'd with tempos, and in oceans drown d •. 

Of all which the perfection is 

The TAUTOLOGY. 

Break thro the billows , and—divide the main. 

In fmoothcr numbers, and—in fatter verfe L 
&$2-ind par,- the fever d ■mrld-rn two }- 

WUh ten thoufand others equally mufical, and 
plentifully flowing through moft o. our cek i c 
modern poems. 

CHAT. XII. 

Of crpr'cjfoh, and the feveral forts of pie of the pre- 
J fent age. 

npHE exprefilon is adequate, "j? en lt ^P ? 

i portionably low to the profundtty of he 
thought. It muft not be always grammatical, left 

* Camp. f Tonf. Mile. izmo. voW iv. p. V) 1 ' + ,h ed,Uon ' 

J Ibid, vol; vi. p. ui. 
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H appear pedantic and ungentlemanly; nor too 
dear, for fear it become vulgar; for oblrurity bc- 
ltows a caff of the wonderful, and throws an ora¬ 
cular dignity upon a piece which hath no meaning. 

For example, fomciimes ulc the wrong number; 

“ the fword and pcltilence at once devours ; in- 
ilead of devour. Sometimes the wrong cale * ; * 
“ and who more fit to (both the God than t"?c: 
inffead of thou. And rather than fay, “ 1 hetis 
“ faw Acbiiles weep,” (lie heard him weep. 

We muff be exceeding careful in two things; 
firft, in the choice of low words : fccondly, in the 
fo.ber and orderly way of ranging them. Many of 
our poets are naturally bldfed with this talent, in 
fo much that they are in the circumftance of that 
honel't citizen, who had made prole all his lite with¬ 
out knowing it. Let verfes run in this manner, juit 
to be a vehicle to the words, (1 take them from my 
laft-c'ited author, who, though otherwife by no 
means of our rank, (eemed once in his life to have 
a mind to be iimple). 

If not, a prize I will myfclj decree , 

from him, or him, or elfe perhaps from thee f. 

■ ■ - full of days was he ; , 

Two ages pajl , he liv'd the third to 

The king of forty kings , and honour'd more 
By mighty Jove, than e'er 1 was king bfore 3. 

T hat I may know , if thou my pray'r deny , 

The mojt defpis'd of all the gods am I §. 

7 hen let my mother once be rul'd by me. 

Though much more wife than I pretend to be 4. 
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1 leave the arts of poetry and verfe 

To them that praflifc them with more fuccefs. 

Of greater truths I now prepare to tell , 

And fo at once dear friend and mufe, farewell *. 

Sometimes a Tingle word wi}l vulgarize a poetical 
idea; as where a Ihip fet on fire, owes all the fpirit 
of the hathos-to one choice word, that ends the line. 

And his fcorch'd ribs the hot contagion fry'd f. 

And in that defeription of a world in ruins : 

Should the whole frame of nature round him break , 

He, unconcern d, would hear the mighty crack f. 

So alfo in thefe, 

Beafs tame andfivagc, to the river s brink. 

Come from the fields and wild abodes—to drink []. 

Frequently two or three words will do it effedtur 
ally, 

He from the clouds does the fweet liquor fqueeze , 

That chcars the for eft and the garden-trees §. 

It is alfo ufeful to employ technical terms, which 
eftrange your ftile from the great and general ideas 
of nature :*.and the higher your fubjedf is, the low¬ 
er fhould you fearch into mechanics for your ex- 
preflion. If you deferibe the garment of an angel, 
fay that his linen was finely fpun f, and bleached 
on the happy plains. Call an army of angels, an¬ 
gelic cuiraffiers ** ; and if you have occafion to men¬ 
tion a number of misfortunes, ftile them 

* Tonf. Mifc. izmo. vol. iv. p. 292. 4th edition. -j- Prince 

Arthur, p. i^r. • J Toni'. Mifc, vol. vi. p. 119. || Job, 

p. 563. § Id. Job, p. 264. J. Prince Arthur, p. 19. 

** lb. p, 339. 

Frefk 
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Frc/h troops of pains, and regimented -woes *. 

St ji.f is divided by the rhetoricians into the pro¬ 
per and the figured Of the figured we have al- 
rtady treated, and the proper is whac our authors 
have nothing to do with. Of ftiles we fhall men¬ 
tion only the principal, which owe to the moderns 
cither their chief improvement, or inure invention. 

x. The FLORID STILE, 

than which none is more proper to the bathos, as 
flowers, which are the lowcft of vegetables, are 
molt gaudy, and do many times grow in great plen¬ 
ty at the bottom of ponds and ditches. 

A fine writer of this kind prefents you with the 
following pofey : 


Thr groves appear all drejl i with -wreaths of flowers, 
jind from their leaves drop aromatic Jhorwers, 

Jh hfefragrant heads in rnyflic twines above , 
Exchange'd their fweets, and mix'd with thoufand 
jIs ij the willing branchesJlrove [ kijfes , 

To beautify and Jhade the grove f ; 


(which indeed moft branches do). But this is ftill 
excelled by our laureate, 


Branches in branches twin'd compofe the grove , 
rind Jhoot andfpread, and blojfom into love. 

The trembling points their mutual vows repeat, 
rind bending poplars bending poplars meet. 

The di/lant plantanes fetm to prefs more nigh , 
dnd to the fighing alders , alders figh J. 


Hear alfo our. 


omer. 


His robe of fate is fort^l of light refin'd, 
jfn endiejt train of lufire fpreads behind. 
f J ob - P' s6 - 1 B.hn’s Poems, p.i. J Cxurdiafc, r:mo. 127. 


His 
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His throne's of bright compared giory made. 
With pearls celcflial, and with gems inlaid: 
Whence floods of joy, ami fleas ofjplendor favi , 
Chi all th' angelic gazing throng below . 


2 . 


The PERT S 1 ILF.. 


This dees in as peculiar a manner become the low 
in wit, as a per, air does the low in Ita.ure Mr. 
Thomas Brown, the author of the London L > 
and all the Spies and Trips in general, aye herein 
to be diligently fiudied ; m verle Mr. Cibber s pi 

l0S But the beauty and energy of it is never fo con- 
fpicuous, as when it is employed m modernizing 
and adapting to the tafte of the times the works of 
the ancients? This we rightly phrafe. dotng.them 
into Englilh, and making them Enghfli; two ex 
.preflions of great propriety, the one denoting 
negleft of the manner how, the other the force and 
compulfion with which it is brought about. It is 
• by virtue of this fti’e, that Tacitus talks like a cof¬ 
fee bqufe politician, Jofephus f like the Bnt.lh Ga- 
zeteer; Tully is as ihort and (mart as Seneca or 
Mr Afsill; Marcus Aurelius is excellent at lmp- 
fnap; and honed Thomas a Kempis as prim and 
polite as any preacher at court. 

3. The ALAMODE STILE, 

which is fine by being new, and has this happinefs 
attending it, that it is as durable and extcniive as 
the poem itielf. Take fome examples of it, in the 
defeription of the fun in a mourning-coach upon 
the death of Queen Mary. 

See Phoebus now, as once for Phaeton , 

Has maflk'd his face ; and put deep mourning on ; 

* Blackm. Pfalm civ. f T r 'P- tranllatcd b >' Sir ‘ Ro£ ‘ 

DutH 
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Dark clouds his fable chariot do fur rounds 
And the dullJlcedsJlalk o'er the melancholy round *. 

Of Prince Arthur’s foldiers drinking. 

While rich Burgundian "wine, and bright Champaign , 
Chafe from their minds the ter%rs of the main f. 

(whence \re alfo learn, that Burgundy and Cham¬ 
paign make a man on fhore defpile a ltorm at fea). 

Of the Almighty encamping his regiments. 

--- He funk a vajl capacious deep, 

Where he his liquid regiments does keep. 

Thither the waves file off and make their way. 

To form the mighty body of the fe /; 

lVhere they incamp, and in their Jlation Jland , 

Intrench'd in works of rock, and lines of find 

Of two armies on the point of engaging. 

Ton armies are the cards which both mujl play ; 

At leaf come off a (aver, if you may : 

Throw boldly at the fum the Gods hove fet; 

Thife on your fide will all their fortunes bet |j. 

All perfectly agreeable to the prefent cufloms and 
bell fafhions of our metropolis. 

But the principal branch of the alamode is the 
Prurient, a ftile greatly advanced and honoured 
of late by the practice of perfons of the firft quali¬ 
ty ; and, by the encouragement of the ladies, nor 
unfuccefsfully introduced even into the drawing¬ 
room. Indeed its incredible progrels and conqueils 
may be compared to thofe of the great Sefoftris, 
and'arc everywhere kn^/n by the fame marks, the 

* Amb. Philips. -f- Prince Arthur, p. 16. 

t BUck. PU cij. p. -61. H Lce'» Sophon. 


images 
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images of the genital parts of men and women. It 
conlifts wholly of metaphors drawn from two moft 
fruitful fources or fprings, the very bathos of the 
human body, that is to fay *** and ***** hiatus 
magnus lachrymabilis ****. And felling of bargains, 
and double entendre, and and 

all derived from the faid lources. 

4. The FINICAL STILE, 

which confifls of the moft curious, affe&ed, min¬ 
cing metaphors, and partakers of the alamodeas 
the following : 

Of a brook dryed by the fun. 

JVon by the fummers importuning ray , 

Th' e. opingJir earn did from her channel fray* 

And with enticing fun-beams flole away *. 

Of an eafy death. 

li ken watchful death Jball on his harvefl look , 

And fee thee ripe with age , invite the hook ; 

He'll gently cut thy bending Jlalk, and thee 
Lay kindly in the grave, his granary f. 

Of trees in a ftorm. 

Oaks whofe extended arms the winds defy, [by t. 
The tempejl fees their Jlrength, and fighs and paffes 

Of water fimmering over the fire. 

’The fparkling flames raife water to a fmile, [while ||. 
Yet the pleas'd liquor pines , and leffens all the 

• Blackm. Job, p. 26. f Idem, p. 23. t Denn. 

|| Anon. Tonf, Mil'c. part vi. p. 224. 

i j. Lastlt, 
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5. Lastly, I fliall place the Cumbrous, which 
moves heavily under a load of metaphors, and 
draws after it a long train ot words: and the Bus¬ 
kin, or J/ately, frequently* and with great felicity, 
mixed with the former. For as the full is the pro¬ 
per engine to deprefs what is high, fo is the l'ccond 
to raile what is bafe and low to a ridiculous viabi¬ 
lity. When both thefc can be doue at once, then 
is the bathos in perfection : as when a man is let 
with his head downward and his breech upright, 
his degradation is complete : one end of him is as 
high as ever, only that end is the wrong one. 'Will 
not every true lover of the profound be delighted to 
behold the molt vulgar and low aCtions of life, ex¬ 
alted in the following manner I 


Who knocks at the door ? 


For bom thus rudely pleads my loud-tonin’d gate. 
That be may enter ? 


See who is there ? 


Advance the fringed curtains of thy eyes, 
And tell me who comes yonder *. 


Shut the door. 


The wooden guardian of our privacy 
'Quick on its axle turn. 


Bring my cloaths. 


Bring me what Nature , toy lor to the hear, 
T0 nun himielf deny'd: " ve me cold, 
But would not give me.. 



• Temp. 


P 


Light 


Vol. VI. 
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Light the fire. 


Brim forth feme remnant of Promethean theft, 
3 to expand th' inclement cur, congeal d 
By Boreas's rude breath. 

Snuff the candle. 

Ton luminary amputation needs* 

Thus Jhall you fave its half extmgmjb d life. 

Open the letter. 

JVax ! render up thy trujl *. 

Uncork the bottle, and chip the bread. 

Apply thine engine to the fpungy door . 

Set Bacchus from his glajjy pnjon free , 

And Jtrip -white Ceres of her nui-btown coat . 


CHAP. XIII. 

A projeSl for the advancement of the bathos . 
rr^HUS have I, my dear countrymen, with in- 


* Theob, Double Failhood. 


prppoling 
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propofing fuch a fchcme as may facilitate this great 
end. 

As our number is confefledly far fuperior to that 
of the enemy, there feems nothing wanting but u- 
nanimity among ourfelves. It is therefore humbly 
offered, th^t all and every individual of the bathos 
do enter into a firm aflbciationf and incorporate 
into one regular body, whereof every member, e- 
ven the meaneft, will fomeway contribute to the 
fupport of the whole ; in like manner, as the 
weakeft reeds, when joined in one bundle, become 
infrangible. To which end our art ought to be 
put upon the fame foot with other arts of this age 
The vaft improvement of modern manufactures 
arifeth from their being divided into feveral branch¬ 
es, and parcelled out to feveral trades: for in- 
ftance, in clock-making one artift makes the ba¬ 
lance, another the fpring, another the crown¬ 
wheels, a fourth the cafe, and the principal work¬ 
man puts all together : to this ceconomy we owe 
the perfection of our modern watches, and doubt- 
lefs we alfo might that of our modern poetry and 
rhetoric, were the feveral parts branched out in the 
like manner. 

Nothing is more evident, than that divers per- 
fons, no ocher way remarkable, have each a ftrong 
difpofition to the formation of fome particular 
trope or figure. Ariftotle faith, that, “ the hyper- 
“ bole is an ornament fit for young men of qua- 
“ lityaccordingly we find in thofe gentlemen a 
wonderful propenfity towards it, which is marvel- 
loufly improved by travelling. Soldiers alfo and 
feamen are very happy in the fame figure. The 
periphrafis or circumlocution is the peculiar talent 
of country farmers ; the proverb and apologue of 
old men at clubs; the elipfis, or fpeech by half¬ 
words, of minifters and politicians ; the apofiopefis 
of courtiers; the litotes, <br diminution, of ladies, 
whifpereis, and backbiters; and the anadiplofis of 
P 2 common 
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common cryers and hawkers, who W 
the fame words, perfuade people: to buy the 7 
fters, green haftings, or new tal fda._ Ap.mets 
may be found in great plenty at BdhogfgaK, ^ ^ 
calm and irony learned upon the wa r . ^ 

epiphonema or exclamation tequc 
Bear garden, and as frequently from the hear him 
cif the houft of commons. . . » 

Now, each man applying his whole 1 ^ b a 1 ^ 
penius upon his particular figure, would doubtlels 
Attain .o'perfectioV, and when each becam.t tncor- 
norated and fworn into the fociety, a, hath been 
propofcd, a poet or orator would have no more to 
do but to fend to the particular traders in each 
kind, to the metaphorift for his allesones, to the 
it mile maker for his comparisons, to the noneh 
for his farcafms, to the apothegmat.ft fo. h s fen 
tences &c. whereby a dedication or fpeech woulc 
be compofed in a moment, the (npenot 
ing nothing to do but to put together all the mat 

^’therefore propofe, that there be contrived, 
with all convenient difpatch, at the public ^pence, 
a rhetorical cheft of drawers, conlifting of three 
itories, the higheft for the deliberative, the middle 
for the demonftrative, and the lowelt for the^ ju¬ 
dicial. They lhall be divided into loci or plac , 
being repertories for matter and .argument in the 
fcveral kinds of oration or writing •, and every 
drawer (ball again be fubdiv.ded into cells, refem 
blin'T thofe of cabinets for rarities, i he apartment 

for "peace or war, and that of **'?*%«£ 
rvefs mav, in a very few days, De filled with te\e 
ral arguments perfectly new ; and the vituperative 
partition will as eafily be replemfhed with a mod 
choice colkcftion, entirely of the growth and ma¬ 
nufacture of the prefent age. Every compofer wilL 
loon be taught the u:e of tins cabinet, and 
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manage all the regifters of it, which will be drawu 
out much in the manner of thole in an organ. 

The keys of it muft be kept in honeft hands, by 
fomc reverend prelate, or valiant officer, of un- 
queftioned loyalty and affection to every prefenc 
eftablilhaicnt in church and Hate ; which will fuf- 
ficiently guard ngainft any mifehief, that might o- 
therwife be apprehended from it. 

And being lodged in fuch hands, it may be at 
diferetion. let our, by the day, to feveral great o- 
rators in both houi'es: from whence it is to be 
hoped much profit and gain will alfo accrue to our 
l'ociety. 


CHAP. XIV. 

IIow to make dedications, panegyrics , or fa tires ; and 
of the colours of honourable and difhonourabie. 

N OW, of what necefilty the foregoing project 
may prove, will appear from this lingle con¬ 
federation, that nothing is of equal confequcnce to 
the luccels of our works, as fpeed and dilpatc^ 
Cheat pity it is, that (olid brains are not like other 
folid bouics, conftantly endowed with a velocity in. 
linking proportioned to their heavinefs ; for it is 
with the flowers of the bathos as with thofe of na¬ 
ture, which, if the careful gardiner brings cot 
haftily to market in the morning, muft unprofita¬ 
ble perifh and wither before night. And of .dl our 
produftions none is fo fhort liv’d as the dedication 
and panegyric, which are often but the praife of a 
day,'and become by the^fext utterly ufclefs, im¬ 
proper, indecent, and £Wc. This is the more to 
be lamented, inafmuch as thefe two are the forts, 
whereon in a manner depends that profit, which 

muft 
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muft dill be remembered to be the main end of our 

’ti employ .his chapter in Ihew- 

inti the quickeft method of compoimg them ; after 
which we will teach a ffiort way to the epic poetry. 
And thefe being confdTedly the works of mod im¬ 
portance and difficulty, it is prefumed we may leave 
[he reft to each author’s own learning or piaftice. 

Firft of panegyric. Every man is honourab e 
who is fo by law, cuftom, or title. The pub ic 
Tre better judges of what is honourable, than pi>- 
vate men. The virtues of great men, like thofe of 
•nlants are inherent in them whether they aie ex¬ 
erted or not; and the more ftrongly inherent, the 
lei's they are exerted; as a man is the more nch, 
the lei's he fpends. All great mmifters, without 
either private or economical virtue, are virtuous 
bv their polls; liberal and generous upon the pub¬ 
lic monev ; provident upon public lupphes , juft by 
payffig public intereft; courageous and magnani¬ 
mous by the fleets and armies; magnificent upon 
the public expences, and prudent by public fucceis. 
They have, by their office, a right to a fliate of 
the public flock of virtues; befides they are, by 
preftription immemorial, invefted in all the cele¬ 
brated virtues of their predecefiors in the fame 
ftations efpecially thol'e of their own anceftors. 

As to wha, ale commonly called .ta *. 
of honourable and difnonourable , they are various in 
different countries; in this they are bme, green, 

n ButTorafmuch as the duty we owe to the public 
doth often require, that we ihould put lometl J in § 3 
in a ftrong light, and throw a (bade over others 
l Avail explain the method of turning a vicious m n 

^ The firft and chief rule is the golden rule of 
transformation, which confifts in converting vices 
into their bordering virtues. A man who is 
fpend-thrift, and will not pay a juft debt, may have 
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his injufticc transformed into liberality; cowardice 
may be metamorphofed into prudence ; intempe¬ 
rance into good nature and good fellowship ; cor¬ 
ruption into patriotifm : and lewdnels into tender- 
ncl's and facility. 

The i*cood is the rule of contraries ; it is cer 
tain, the lefs a man is endowed with any virtue, 
the more need he has to have it plentifully bellow¬ 
ed, cfpecially thole good qualities, of which the 
world generally believes he hath none at all: for 
who will thank a man for giving him that which 
he has ? 

The reverfe of thefe precepts will ferve for fatire, 
wherein we are ever to remark, that whofo lofeth 
his place, or becomes out of favour with the go¬ 
vernment, hath forfeited his ihare in public praife 
and honour. Therefore the truly public-fpirited 
writer ought in duty to ftrip him, whom the go¬ 
vernment hath ftripped ; which is the real poetical 
jullice of this age. For a full collection of topics • 
and epithets to be uled in the praile and difpraife 
of minifterial and unminifterial perl'ons, I refer to 
our rhetorical cabinet: concluding with an earned: 
exhortation to all my brethren to oblerve the pre¬ 
cepts here laid down, the negledt of which hath 
colt fome of them their ears in a pillory. 



CHAP. XV. 

A receipt to make an epic poem . 

A N epic poem, the critics agree, is the greateft 
work human naturei^capable of. They have 
already laid down manjwiechanical rules for com- 
pofitions of this fort, but at the fame time they 

cut 
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cut off almoft all undertakers from the poffib.htr 
of ever performing them ; for the firft qualification 
they unanimoufly require in a poet, is a genius. 

I {h.dl here endeavour, for the benefit of my cou 
tryrnen, to make it manifeft, that an epic poem, 
may be made without a genius, nay, without lcarn- 
iJor much reading. This muft neceffanly be of 
great ufe to nil thole, who confels they never read, 
and of whom the world is convinced they nevei 
learn. Moltere obferves of making a dinner, that 
any man can do it with money, and if a prof.fled 
cook cannot do it without, he has his art for no- 
thint : the fame may be laid of making a poem, 
it is eafily brought about by lnm that has a ge¬ 
nius, but the Ikilt lies in doing it without one. In 
purfuance of this end, I fhall prefcnt the reader 
with a plain and certain recipe, by which any au¬ 
thor in the bathos may be qualified for this grand 
performance. 

For the FABLE. 

Take out of any old poem, hiftory-book, ro¬ 
mance or legend (for inftance, Geoffery of Mon¬ 
mouth, or Don Belianis of Greece), thofe parts of 
the ftory which afford moft fcope for long dejcrip- 
tions: put thefe pieces together, and throw all the 
adventures you fancy into one tale. J hen take a 
hero, whom you may chufe for the found of his 
name and put him into the midfl of thefe adven¬ 
tures : there let him work for twelve books; at 
the end of which you may take him our, ieauv 

prepared to conquer or to many, it , ne ^ 

iTary that the conduflon of an epic poem be foittt- 
natc. 


To make an EPISODE. 

Take nnv remaining adventure or your former 
Collection, in which you could no way involve^-our 
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hero : or any unfortunate accident, that was too 
good to be thrown away; and it will be ot ufc, 
applied to any other perlon, who may be lolt and 
evaporate in the courle of the work, without the 
lealt damage to the compoiition. 

* 

• For the MORAL and ALLEGOR.Y. 

T hefe you may extract out of the fable aftei 
wards, at your leifure: be lure you (train them 
fufficiently. 


For the MANNERS. 

For thofe of the hero, take all the befk qualities 
you can find in the molt celebrated heroes of anti¬ 
quity ; if they will not be reduced to a confiftency, 
lay them all on a heap upon him. But be fure 
they are qualities, which your patron would be 
thought to have ; and to prevent any miftake which 
the world may be fubjeCt to, fcleCt from the alpha¬ 
bet thofe capital letters that compofe his name, and 
fet them at the head of a dedication before your 
poem. However, do not absolutely obferve the 
cxadl quantity of thefe virtues, it not being de¬ 
termined whether or no it be ncceflary for the he¬ 
ro of a poem to be an honefk man. For the un^ 
der characters, gather them from Homer and Vir- 
£il, and change the names as occafion ferves. 

For the MACHINES. 

Take of Deities, male and female, as many as you 
can ufe : feparate them into two equal parts, and 
keep Jupiter in the middle ; let Juno put him in a 
ferment, and Venus mollilV, him. Remember, on 
all occafions, to raaks utzJn Volatile Mercury. If 
you have need of devils, ^Traw them out of Milton’s 
Paradife, and extract your fpirits from TalTo. The 
Vol. VI. ufe 
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life of thefe machines is evident; fince no epic 
poem can poffibly fubfift without them, the wiieft 
wav is to reierve them for your greateft neceflmes , 
when you cannot extricate tour hero by any human 
means, or yourfelf by your own wit, feck relief 
from heaven, an the gods will do vour bufinefs 
very readily. This is according to the duett pre- 
fcription of Horace in his art of poetry. 


Ncc deus inter fit) nift dignus vindice nodus 
Jnciderit. 


That is to fay, “ a poet fhould never call upon 
the gods for their affiitance, but when he is in 
great perplexity*” 

For the Descriptions. 

For a tempeji. Take Eurus, Zephyr, Aufter, 
and Boreas, and caft them together in one verle; 
add to thefe, of rain, lightning and thunder (trie 
loudeft vou can) quantum fufficit . Mix your clouds 
and billows well together till they foam, and thick¬ 
en your defcription here and there with a quick- 
fand. Brew your tempeft well in your head, be¬ 
fore you fet it a blowing. . 

For a battle Pick a large quantity of images 
and delcriptions from Homer’s Iliads, with a ipice, 
or two of Virgil, and if there remain any overplus 
you may 1 iy them by for a Ikirmifh. Sealon it 
well with fimilies, and it will make an excellent 

battle. , . . . , 

For a burning town. If fuch a delcription be 

neceffary (becaufe it is certain there is one in Vir¬ 
gil), old Troy is ready burnt to your hands. But 
if you fear that would be thought borrowed, a 
chapter or two of Burnet’s Theory of the Confla¬ 
gration, well circumftauced and done into verle, 
will be a good fuccedaneum. 

As for fimilies and metaphors, they may be 

found 
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found all over the creation ; the moll ignorant may 
gather them, but the difficulty is in applying them. 
For this advife with your bookleller. 


CHAP. XVI. 


A projeU for the advancement of the Jlage. 

I T may be thought that we ffiould not wholly o- 
mit the drama, which makes fo great and fo lu¬ 
crative a part of poetry. But this province is fo 
well taken care of by the prefent managers of the 
theatre, that it is perfe&Iy needleis to fuggeft to 
them any other methods than they have already 
pra&ifed for the advancement of the bathos. 

Here therefore, in the name of all our brethren, 
let me return our iincere and humble thanks to the 
nioft augud Mr. Barton Booth, the mod ferenc 
Mr. Robert Wilks, and the mod undaunted Mr. 
Colly Cibber ; ol whom let it be known, when the 
people of this age lhall be ancestors, and to all the 
fuccefljon of our lucceffors, that to this prefent 
day they continue to outdo even their own out-do¬ 
ings; and when the inevitable hand of fweeping 
time lhall have brufhed off all the works of to-day, 
may this teftimony of a contemporary critic to 
their fame be extended as far as to-morrow. 

Yet il to fo wife an adminiftration it be poffible 
any thing can be added, it is that more ample and 
comprehenlivc lchetne which Mr. Dennis and Mr. 
Gildon (the two greateft critics and reformers then 
living) made public in the year 1720, in a project 
figned with their names, and dated the fecund of 
February. I cannot bettej^fonclude than by pre- 
fenting the reader with me fubftance of it. 

i. It is propofed, that the two theatres be incor- 
2 porated 
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porated into one company ; that the 
n.vof muf.c be added to them as an orchelt a r 
and that Mr. Figg with his prize-1 fi Sh«"> 
lame with the rope-dancers, be admitted in p 

"""That a fpacious building be crafted a: the pu - 
uk- expence, capable of containing at < 
thoufand lpt-Bators, which is become abfolute v 
neceffary by the great addition of children and 
nurfes to the audience, fince the new entertain- 
nients *. That there be a ftage as large as the - 
tlienian, which was near ninety thouland geome¬ 
trical paces fquare, and feparate diviltons for he 
two lioufes of parliament, my lords the judges the 
honourable the- direftors of the academy, and the 
court of alderman, who (hall all have their places 

fra fi f Weftminfter hall be not allotted to this 
fervice (which, by reafon of its proximity to the 
two chambers of parliament abovementtoned, leems 
not altogether improper), it is left to the wtfdomof 
the nation, whether Somerfet houte may not be 
demoliflied, and a theatre built upon that fi ^ 
which lies convenient to receive , P ea *“ rs .;[? 
the county of Surry, who may be wafted thither 

by water carriage, efteemed by all projeflots 

cheareft whatfoever. To this may be added, that 
the river Thames may, in the readmit manner, 
convey thofe eminent perionages from cour s be- 
vend "the Teas, who may be drawn either by cu. 10- 
iity to behold fome o£ our moft celebrated P lcCtS > 
or bv affedting to fee their countreymen, the harle¬ 
quins and eunuchs; of which convenient notice 
insy be given, for two or three months bt.ou., 

the cublic prints. . , . « 

a That the theatre abovefaid he environed with 

a fair quadrangle of buildings, fitted for the ac- 
* Pantomimes were then firft exhibited in 
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commodation of decayed critics and poets ; out of 
whom lix of the moft aged (their age to be com¬ 
puted from the year wherein their firft work was 
publilhcd) (hall be ele£kd to manage the affairs of 
the focicty, provided neverthclefs that the laureat, 
for the time being, may be always one. The h<ad 
or prefident over all (to prevent difputes, but too 
frequent among the learned) fhall be the moft an¬ 
cient poet and" critic to be found iu the whole 
iilaod. 

5. The male players are to be lodged in the gar¬ 
rets of the faid quadrangle, and to attend the per- 
fons of the poets dwelling under them, by brulh- 
ing their apparel, drawing on their (hoes, and the 
like. The actreffes are to make their beds and 
wadi their linen. 

6. A large room (hall be fet apart for a library, 
to confift of all the modern dramatic poems, and 
all the criticifms extant. In the midft of this room 
(hall be a round table for the council of lix to fit 
and deliberate on the merits of plays. The majo¬ 
rity (hall determine the dilpute ; and if it fhould 
happen, that three and three lhould be of each 
lidc, the prefident (hall have a calling voice, un- 
kls where ihe contention may run fo high as to re¬ 
quire a decifion by lingle combat. 

7. Ir may be convenient to place the council of 
fix in fome conlpicuous (ituation in the theatre, 
where, after the manner ufually pra&ifed by com- 
pofers in mufi r , they may give ligns (before fettled 
and agreed upon) of diflike or approbation. In 
confequence of thefe ligns the whole audience (hall 
be required to clap or hifs, that the town may 
learn certainly, when and how far they ought to 
be pleafed 

8. It is fubmitted, whe hp* it would not be pro¬ 
per to diftinguifh the cor fcil of fix by fome parti¬ 
cular habit or gown of^n honourable lliape and 

colour. 
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colour, to which may be added a Iquare cap and a 

white wand. _ - , • „ 

o. That to prevent unmarried a&relies making 
away with their infants, a competent proyiiion be 
allowed tor the nurture of them, who lhall tor 
that real'on be deemed the children of the locitiy ; 
and that they may be educated according to the 
genius of their parents, the laid a^rall s fha l de¬ 
clare upon oath (as far as their memory will a low) 
the true names and qualities ot their feveral fa¬ 
thers. A private gentleman’s (on lhall, at the pu¬ 
blic expence, be brought up a page to attend the 
council of fix: a more ample provifion lha be 
made for the fon of a poe r , and a greater lull tot 

the fon of a critic. c . . 

io. If it be difeovered, that any adtrels is got 
with child during the interludes of any play where¬ 
in lhe hath a part, it fh ill be reckoned a negleft of 
her bufinefs, and fhe lhall forfeit accordingly, it 
anv a£tor for the future lhall commit murder, ex¬ 
cept upon the ftage, he lhall be left to the laws of 
the land ; the like is to be underlf ood of robbery and 
theft In all other cafes, particularly in thole for 
debt, it is propofed that this, like the other courts 
of Whitehall and St. James’s, may be held a place 
of privilege. And whereas it has been found, 
that an obligation to fatisfv paltry creditors has 
been a difeouragement to men of letters, ir any 
perfon of quality or others lhall fend for any poet 
or critic of this locietyto any remote quarter of 
the town, the faid poet or critic lhall freely pafs 
and rcpal's, without being liable to an arrelt. 

11. The forementioned lcheme, in its feveral 
regulations, may be fupported by profits ariling 
from every third night thioughout the year. And 
as it would be hard to fuppoft, that lo many per- 
lons could live without any food (though from the 
former courfe of their lives a very little will be 
deemed luilicient), the mafters of calculation will. 
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we believe, agree, that out of thofe profits the faid 
pcrfons might be lubfifted in a fober and decent 
manner. We will venture to affirm farther, that 
not only the proper magazines of thunder and 
lightning, but paint, diet drinks, ipitting-pots, and 
all other necefiaries dT life, may, in like manner, 
fairly be provided for. 

i2. If fome of the articles may, at firft view, 
feem liable to objections, particularly thofe that 
give fo vaft a power to the council of fix (which is 
indeed larger than any intruded to the great offi¬ 
cers of ftate), this may be obviated by fwearing 
thofe fix perlons of bis Majefty’s privy council, 
and obliging them to pafs eveiy thing of moment 
previoufly at that mod honourable board. 




VIRGILIUS 










VIRGIL1US RESTAURATUS: 

SEU 

Martini Scribi.eri, fummi critici, caftigatio- 
num in Aneidem Specimen. 


^Eneidem totam, amice lcftor, innumerabilibus 
pene mendis fcaturientem, ad pnftmum fen.um 
revocabimus. In fingubs fere verfibus fpuna: 
occurrunt leftiones, in omnibus quos unquam 
vidi codicibus, aut vulgatis aut incdius, ad op¬ 
probrium uique criticorum, in hunc diern exilt- 
entes. Interea adverte oculos, et his pauus Su¬ 
cre. At ft qua tint in hifee caftigatiombus de 
quibus non fatis liquet, fyllabarum quantit ies, 
^oXtyoptrx noftra libro ipli prefigenda, ut coniulas. 


moneo. 


I. Specimen LIBRI PRIMI, Ver. I. 

A RM A virumque cano, Trojae qui primus a ! oris 
Italiam, fato profugus, Lavinaque venit 
Littora. Multum illc et terns jiclatus et alta, 

Vi fuperum-- . . , 

Armaque virumque cano, Trojse qui primus ab arts 

Italiam, flatu profugus, Latinaque venit 
Littora. Multum ille et terris vexatus , et alto, 

Ab aris , nempe Reread Jovis, vide lib. 11. vei. 
_ I2 r r 0 — Haiti ventorum Aioli, ut iequitur La- 
tina certe littora cum -Eneas aderat, Lavina non 
n |f, poilea ab ipfo nominata, lib. xu. ver. 193. 
jaflat us terris non convenit. ^ 
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II. Ver. 52. 

F.r f|iiifijuis numen Junonis adoret ? 

Et quilquis nomen Junonis adoret ? 

Longe melius, quam ut a«tea, numen ; et procul 
dubio itc Virgilius. 

III. V r.R. 86 . 

Venti, velut agmine fifto, 

Qua data porta ruum- 

Venti, velut nggere fraclo> 

Qua dara porta ruunt- 

Sic corrige, meo pcriculo. 

IV. Ver. 117. 

Fidumque vehebat Orontem. 

Fortemque vehebat Orontem. 

Non Jidnm, quia epitheton Achatse notiffimura 
Oiomi nunquam datur. 

V. Ver. 119. 

Excutitur; pronufque magijler 

Volvitur in caput- 

Excutitur: pronufque nuigis ter 

Volvitur in caput- 

Aio Virgilium aliter non fcripfille, quod plane 

confirmatur ex fequentibus- AJl ilium ter jluSlus 

ibidem torquet - 

VI. Ver. 122. 

Apparent rari nantes in gurgite vafto 
Anna virum - 

Aimi honinum : ridicule antea arma ziinim, qux, 
ex ferro conilata, quo modo pollunt nature? 

VII. Ver. 151. 

Atque rotis fummas lcviter perlabitur undas. 
Atque rotis jpumas letter per perlabitur udis. 
Summas , et leviter perlytf, pleonafmus eft : miri- 
ftce altera lctftio Neptuni agilitatem et celeritatem 
exprimit: limili modo nofter de Camilla, JEn. xi. 
Vol. VI. R IU M 
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Ilia, vel hit all a fegctls per famma volar ct , &c. 
hyperbolice. 


VIII. Ver. i 54 * 

Tamque faces et faxa volant, furor arma minijtrat. 
Tam faces et faxa volant, fugiuntque mvu/h i: 

Uti folent, inftanti periculo —Faces facibus longe 
pr^ftant, quid enim nifi faeces jaftarent vulgus for- 

didum ? 


IX. Ver. 170. 

Fronte fub adverfa fcopulis pendentibus antrum, 

Intus aquae dulces, vivoque fedilia faxo. 

Fronte fub adverfa populis prandentibus antrum. 

Sic malim, longe potius quam jcopulis pendentibus x 
nuaae' nonne vides verfu fequenti dulces aquas ad 
potandum, et fedilia ad difcumbendum, dan. in 
quorum ufum ? quippe prandentium. 


X. Ver. 188. 

Tres littore cervos 

Profpicit errantes: hos tota armcnta fequntur 

A tergo- 

Tres littore cervos 

fjfpicit errantes : hos agmina totii fequuntur 

A tergo- e . 

Cervi, lcttio vulgata, abfurditas notifhma : haec 
animalia in Africa non inventa, quis nefcit ? at mo- 
tus et ambulandi ritus corvorum, quis non agnovit 
hoc loco ? Littore , locus ubi errant corvi, uti noiter 

alibi, , . 

Et fola in ficca fecum fpatiatur arena. 

Omen prseclaviffimum, immo et agmintbus mhtum 
frequenter obfervatum, ut patet ex hiftoricis. 


XI. Ver. 748. 

Ar&urnm, pluviafque Hyades, geminofque Triones. 
Error graviflimus. Corrigo, feptemquc Tuoncs. 

XU. 
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XII. Ver. 631. 

(.Hiarc agile, () juvenes, teflis fuccedite noftris. 
Icitis potius dicebat Dido, polita magis orationc, 
ct qu;e unica voce ct torum et menfam exprimebat: 
hanc Icftioncm probe confirmat appellatio, Q inve¬ 
nts! Duplicem hunc fenfum alibi etiam Maro lepi- 
dc innuit. A'.n. iv. vtr. 19. 

lluic uni forfan potui fuccumbcre culpa’. 

Anna ! fatebor cnicn-- 

Sic corriges, 

Huic uni ft tiro fcil.] potui fuccumberc : culpas , 
Anna! fatebor enim, &c. 

Vox fuccumbcre quani eleganter ambigua! 

.—““ff S 

LIBER SECUNDUS. Ver. I. 

/^Onticuere omnes, intentique ora tenebant, 

Inde toro pater ./Eneas lie orfus ab alto. 

Concubuere omnes, intentique ora tenebant; 

Inde toro fatur ./Eneas fie orfus ab alto. 

Concubuere , quia toro ./Eneam vidimus accum- 
bentem : quin et altera ratio, fcil. conticuere et ora 
tenebant , tautologice di&um. In manuferipto per- 
quam raiiiTimo in patris mufeo, Ie^itur, ore geme- 
l> nit : fed magis ingeniofe quamvere Satur ALneas, 
quippe qui jamjam a prandio furrexit: pater nihil 
ad rem. 

II. Ver. 3. 

Infandum , regina, jubes renovare dolorem. 
Infantum , regina, jubes renovare dolorem. 

Sic haud dubito veterrimis codicibu* leriptum fuifle: 
quod fatis conftat ex perantiqua ilia Britannorum 
cantilena vocata Chevy Chace , cujus autor hunc lo¬ 
cum lxbi afeivit in ha:c verba. 

The child may rue tfyfi is unborn. 

HSitVer 4. 

Trojanas ut opes , ct lamentabile regnum 
Eruerint Danai. 

R 2 


Trojanas 
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Trojanas ut oves, et lamentabile regnum 
Diruerint -- 

Mallcm oves potius quam opes, quoniam in anti- 
quiflimis illis temporibus oves et armenta divitiie 
regum fuere. Vel fortafie oves Puridis innuit, quas 
fupcr Idam nuperrime palcebat, et jam, in vindictam 
pro Helena; raptu, a Menelao, Ajace, ![vid. Hor. 
bat. ii. 3.] aliiique ducibus, meiito occilas. 

IV. Ver. 5. 

Quoeque ipfe mijerrima vidi , 

Et quorum pars nvagna iui. 

Qurcque ipfe mferrimus audi, 

Et quorum pars magna fui-— 

Omnia tarn audita quam vifa recta diuindtione 
enarrare hie Aeneas prohtetur : multa quorum nox 
ea fatalis l'ola confcia fuit, vir probus et pius tan- 
quam vifa referre non poiuit. 


V. Ver. 7. 

0 Quis talia fando 

Temperet a lacrymis ? 

Quis talia flendo, 

Temperet in lacrymis :-- 

Major enim doloris indicatio, abfque modo la- 
chrvmare, quam folummodo a lachrymis non tem- 
perare. 

VI. Ver. 9. 

Et jam nox hitmeda coelo 

Prrecipitat, fuadentque cadentia fvdera fomno c . 

Et jam nox lamina coelo 
Praecipitat,fuadentque latentia fvdera fomnos. 

Ledtio, humida , velpertinum rorem folum innu- 
crevidetur: magis mi arridet lumina, qu latentia 
poftquam pracipitantur. Aurorae advenium annun- 
ciant. 

Sed fi tarrus amor cajns cognolcere no fir os, 

Et breviier Trojce fupremum audire laborem. 

Sed 
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Sod fi tantus amor curas cognofcere no 5 lis, 

Et breve ter Trojse fuperumque audire labores. 

Cur,r noSlis (fcilicet nodtis excidii Trojani) mag r s 
compendiofe (vcl ut dixit ipfe, brevi'.cr ) totam belli 
catallrophen denotat, quam diffuft ilia et indeter* 
minata lcdiio, cafus nojlros. Ter audire gratam fuiflc * 
Didoni, patet ex libro q iarto, ubi dicitur, Iliacofque 
iteruni damns audire labores expo fit : ter enim pro 
Jape ulurpatur. Ttojae, fuperumque labores, redte 
quia non tantutn homines fed et Dii fcfe his labori- 
bus immifcuerunt. Vide A£n. ii. ver. 610. See. 
Quanquam animus meminifle horret, tuEluquo 

lncipiam.- [ref'git, 

C^uamquam animus meminifle horret, lutlu/que 
refur git. 

Rcfurgit multo proprius dolorem renafeentem no- 
tat, quam ut hadtenus, refugit. 

VII. Ver. 19. 

FraCti bcllo, fatifque repulfi 
Dudlores Danaum, tot jam hibentibus annis, 

Inftar montis equum , divina Palladis arte, 

TEdificanr- Sec. 

TraEli bello, fatifque repulfl. 

Traffi et repulji, antithefls perpulchra! Fracli 
frigide et vulgariter. 

Equum jam Trojanum (ut vulgus loquitur) adea- 
mus ; quern ii equam Griccam vocabis, ledior, mi- 
nime pecccs: folac enim fcmellas utcro geflant. ^ 

Utet unique armato miiite complent -Utcroque re- 

cu[[o infomtere cavae—Atque utero fonitam quater ar- 
tn 1 dederc— Inclufos utero Danaos, See. V ox foeta 
non convenit maribus ,—Scandit fetalis machina mu- 

r'A, f ceta arniis-Palladem virginem, cquo mari 

iabricando invigilare decuifle, quis putat? et incre- 
dihl • prorfus ! Quamobrem exiftimo veram cquae 
1 tlioncm pa Aim reftitueadam, nifi ubi forte, metri 
caula, equum potius equam, genus pro /exit, 

dixit M.iro. Vale! dum base paucula corriges, ma- 
jus opus movco. 


An 
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An ESSAY of the learned Martinus^ 
Scri3Lerus, concerning the Origin or 
Sciences. 

Written to the mod: learned Dr. —-F. R- S. 

from the deitrts of Nubia. 

A MONG all the enquiries, which have been 
purfued by the curious and inquifitive, theie 
is none more worthy the fearch of a learned head, 
than the fource from whence we derive thofe aits 
and feiences, which raife us fo far above the vulgar, 
the countries in which they role, and the channels 
by which they have been conveyed. As thole, who 
firft brought them among!! us, attained them by 
travelling into the retnoteft parts of the earth, I 
may boaft of fomc advantages by the fame means *, 
fince I write this from the defarts of -/Ethiopia, 
from thofe plains of land, which have buried the 
pride of invading armies, with my foot perhaps at 
this inftant ten fathom over the grave of Cambyfes; 
a folitude to which neither Pythagoras nor Apol¬ 
lonius ever penetrated. 

It is univerfally agreed, that arts and fcienccs 
were derived to us from the Egyptians and Indians ; 
but from whom they firft received them, is yet a 
fecret The higheft period of time, to which the 
learned attempt to trace them, is the beginning of 
the Afiyrian monarchy, when their inventors were 
worlhipped as gods. It is therefore neceflarv to go 
backward into times even more remote, aod to gain 
fome knowledge of their hiftory, from whatever 
dark and broken hints may any way be found in an¬ 
cient authors concerning them. 


Nor 
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Nor Troy nor Thebes were the firfl of empires ; 
we have mention, though not hillories, of an ear¬ 
lier warlike people tailed the Pygmecans. 1 cannot 
but perfuade myfclf, from thole accounts in Ho¬ 
mer *, Ariftotle, and others, of their hiltory, wars, 
and revolutions, and from the very air in which 
thofe authors fpeak of them as of things known, 
that they were then a part of theftudyof the learn¬ 
ed. And though all we diredfly hear is of their 
military atchievements, in the brave defence of their 
country from the annual invafions of a powerful 
enemy, yet I cannot doubt, but thar they excelled 
as much in the arts of peaceful government; tho’ 
there remain no traces of their civil inftitutions. 
Empires as great have been fwallowed up in the 
wreck of time, and I'uch fudden periods have been 
put to them, as occafion a total ignorance of their 
itory. And if I fhould conjecture, that the like 
happened to this nation from a general extirpation 
of the people by thole flocks of monftrous birds, 
wherewith antiquity agrees they were continually 
infefted ; it ought not to letm more incredible, than 
that one of the Baleares as wafted by rabbits, 
Mmynthc by mice f, and of late B- rmudas almolt 
depopulated by rats Nothing is more natural 
to imagine, than that the few furvivors of that em¬ 
pire retired into the depths of their defarts, where 
they lived undifturbed. till they were found out by 
Ofiris, in his travels to inllruCt mankind 

“ He met,” fays Diodorus ||, “ in Ethiopia a 
“ fort of li'tle fatyrs, who were hairy one half of 
“ their body, and whofc leader Pan accompanied 
“ him in his expedition for the civilizing of man- 
“ kind.” Now, of this great perfonage Pan, we 
have a very particular defeription in the ancient 
writers; who unanimously agree to reprefent him 
ihaggy-bcarded, liairy^fl over, half a man and half 

• 11 . iii. Him. -f Eu iathius in Horn. II. i. 

J Spccdc, in Bermudas. [| Lib. i. c. 18. Died. 


a beaft. 
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a beall, and walking erect with a ftaff, (the pofiure 
in which his race do to this day appear among us). 
And fince the chief thing to which he applied h*m- 
fclf, was the civilizing of mankind, it fliould leem 
that the farft principles of lcience muft be received 
from that nation, to which the gods were, by Ho¬ 
mer «, faid to refort twelve days every year for the 
convention of its wife and juft inhabitants. 

If from A:.g\pt we proceed to take a view of In¬ 
dia, we lhall find, that their knowledge alfo de- 
rived itfelf from the fame fource. To that coun¬ 
try did thd'e noble creatures accompany Bacchus 
in his expedition under the conduct of Silently 
who is alfo defcribed to us with the fame marks and 
qualifications. “ Mankind is ignorant, faith Dio¬ 
dorus f, whence Silenus derived his birth, 
“ through his great antiquity ; but he had a tail 
“ on his lions, as likewife had all his progeny in 
“ fign of their dcfcent.” Here then they fettled 
a colony, which to this day fubfifts with the lame 
tails. From this time they feem to have commu¬ 
nicated themfelves only to thofe men, who retired 
from the converfe of their own fpecies to a more 
uninterrupted life of contemplation. I am much 
inclined to believe, that in the midfl of thofe fo- 
litudes they inftituted the lo much celebrated order 
of Gymnofophifts. For, whoever obferves the 
fcene and manner of their life, will eafily find them 
to have imitated with all exadlnefs imaginable the 
manners and cuftoms of their mailers and inftruc- 
tor§. They are faid to dwell in the thickeft woods, 
to go naked, to fuffer their bodies to be over run 
with hair, and their nails to grow to a prodigious 
length. Plutarch fays ±, “ they eat what they 
■“ could get in the fields, their drink was water. 
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“ and their bed made of leaves or mofs.” And 
Hcroilotus X tells us, that they edeemed it a great 
exploit to kill very many ants or creeping things. 

Hence we fee, that the two nations which con¬ 
tend for the origin of learning, are the fame that 
have ever mull abounded with this ingenious race. 
Though they have conreftcd, which was fird bled 
with the rife of fcience, yet have they confpired in 
being grateful to their common mailers. ./Egypt 
is well known to have worfhiped them of old in 
their own images; and India may be credibly fup- 
pofed to have done the fame, from that adoration 
which they paid in latter times to the tooth of one 
of thefe hairy philofophers; in jud gratitude, as 
it fhould feem, to the mouth, from which they 
received their knowledge. 

Pafs we now over into Greece : where we find 
Orpheus returning out of ./Egypt with the fame 
intent as Ofiris and Bacchus made their expediti¬ 
ons. From this period it was, that Greece firft 
heard the name of fatyrs, or owned them for fe- 
midei. And hence it is furely reafonable to con¬ 
clude, that he brought fome of this wonderful fpc- 
cies along with him, who alio had a leader of the 
line of Pan, of the fame name, and exprcfsly cal¬ 
led king by Theocrites *. It this much be allowed, 
we eafily account for two of the drangilt reports 
in all antiquity. One is that of the beads follow¬ 
ing the irulic of Orpheus ; which has been inter¬ 
preted of his taming favage tempers, but will thus 
have a literal application. The other, which we 
mod inlid upon, is the fabulous dory of the gods 
compreffing women in woods under bedial appear¬ 
ances ; which will be folved by the love thefe fa- 
ges are known to bear to the females of our k : nd. 
I am fendble it may be^jjjctted, that they are faid 

J Herodot. lib. i. 

* n«V'A»«xj> Thcocr. Id. I. 

VoL. VI. S 


to 
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to have been compreflcd in the fliape of different 
animals; but to this we anfwer, that women under 
iuch apprehenllons hardly know what fhape they 
have to deal with. 

From what has been laffc faid, it is highly credi¬ 
ble, that to this ancient and generous race the world 
is indebted, if not for the heroes, at leaf!: for the 
acuteft wits of antiquity One of the mod remark¬ 
able inftances, is that great mimic genius, wEfop f, 
for whofe exti action from thefe Jylve/hes homines 
we may gather an argument from Planudes, who 
fays, that ATop fignifics the fame thing as Althiop, 
the original nation of our people. For a fecond 
argument we may offer the defeription of his per- 
fon, which was fho.t, deformed, and almoft fa- 
vage ; iniomuch that he might have lived in the 
woods, had not the benevolence of his temper 
made him rather adapt himfelf to our manners and 
come to court in wearing apparel. The third 
pi oof is his acute and faryrical wit; and laftly, his 
great knowledge in the nature of beafts, together 
with the natural plealure he took to fpeak of them 
upon all occafions. 

The next infunce I fhall produce is Socrates %. 
Firft, it was a tradition, that he was of an uncom¬ 
mon birth from the reft of men : fecondly, he 
had a countenance confclllng the line he fprung 
from, being bald, flat nofed, with prominent eyes, 
and a downward look : thirdly, he turned certain 
fables of Adop into verfe, piobably out of his re- 
lpeft to beafts in general, and love to his family 
in particular 

In procefs of time the women with whom thefe 
Svlvans would have lovingly cohabited, were either 
taught by mankind, or induced by an abhorrence 
oi their lhapes, to lhun their embraces; lb that 


•f- Vir. /Efop. initio. 

J Vid, Plato and Xenophon. 


our 
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our fagcs were necefiitated to mix with beads. 
This by degrees occalioned the hair of their poftc- 
rity to grow higher than their middles : it arulie 
in one generation to their arms, in the^lcconci it 
invaded their necks, in the third it gained the af- 
Cendant ot their heads, till the degenerate appear¬ 
ance, in which the fpecies is now immerfed, be¬ 
came completed. Th ugh we mud here obferve, 
that there were a few who fell not under the com¬ 
mon calamity; there being tome unprejudiced wo¬ 
men in every age, by virtue of whom a total ex¬ 
tinction or the original race was prevented. It is 
remarkable alio, that even where they were mixed, 
the detection from their nature was not fo imire, 
but there ftiil appeared marvelous qualities among 
them, as w.*s manifeft in thofe who followed A- 
lexundcr in India. How did they attend his army 
and lurvey his order ! how did they caft themfclves 
into the lame forms for march or for combat! 
what an imitation was there of all his difeipline ! 
the ancient true remains of a warlike dilpofition, 
and of that conftitution which they enjoyed while 
they were yet a monarchy. 

To proceed to Italy : at the firft appearance of 
thcle wild philofophers, there were l'ome of the 
lead mixed, who vouchfafied to converfe with man¬ 
kind ; which is evident from the name of Fauns *, 
a find 9, or fpeaking. Such was he, who coming 
out of the woods in hatred to tyranny, encouraged 
the Roman army to proceed againft the Hetrufcans 
who would have reftored Turquin. Cut here, as 
in all the weftern parts of the world, there was a 
great and memorable sera, in which they began to 
be iilent. This we may place fomething near the 
time of Aridotle, when the number, vanity, and 
follv-of human philofonjRrs increafcd, by which 
men’s heads became toy much puzzled to receive 

* Livy, 

S 2 the 
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the limpler wifdom of thefe ancient Sylvans; the 
oucftions of that academy were too numerous to 
be confident with their eaie to anfwer ; and too in¬ 
tricate, extravagant, idle, or pernicious, to be any 
other than a derifion and Horn unto them, from 
this period, if we ever hear of their giving anfwers 
it is only when caught, bound, and contained, 
in like manner as was that ancient Grecian pro¬ 
phet, Proteus. . c c i 

Accordingly we read in Sylla s * time of fuch a 
philofopher taken near Dyrrachium, who would 
not be perfuaded to give them a lecture by ail they 
could fay to him, and only Ihewed his power in 
founds by neighing like a horfe. . 

But a more fuccefsful attempt was made in Au- 
eu bus's reign by the inquifitive genius of the great 
Virgil; whom, together with Varus, the commen¬ 
tators fuppofe to have been the true perfons, who 
are related in the fixth Bucolic to have caught a 
philofopher, and doubtlefs a genuine one, ot the 
old Silenus. To prevail upon him to be communi¬ 
cative (of the importance of which \ lrgd was well 
aware) they not only tied him fall, but allured him 
likewife by" a courteous preient of a comely maiden 
called /Egle. which made him fing both merrily 
and inftruaively. In this fong we have their doc¬ 
trine of the creation, the fame in all probability as 
was taught fo many ages before in the great lyg- 
mscan empire, and feveral hieroglyphical fables 
under which they couched or embellilhed then 
morals. For which reafon I look upon this Buco- 
licas an in-bimable treaiure of the mod ancient 

In the reign of Conftantine we hear of another 
taken in a net, and brought to Alexandria, round 
Tvhom the people Hocked to hear his wifdom ; but 
as Ammianus Marcellinus reporteth, he pioved 



a dumb 











OF THE ORIGIN OF SCIENCES. j41 

a dumb philofopher; and only inftruCtcd by acti- 
on. 

The laft we fhall (peak of, who feemeth to be 
of the true race, is faid by St. Jerome to have met 
St. Anthony f in a defart, who enquiring the way 
of him, he lhewed his underftandiug and courtefy 
by pointing, but would not anlwer, for he was a 
dumb philofopher allb. 

Thcfc arc all the notices which I am at prelent 
able to gather, of the appearance of io great and 
learned a people on your fide of the world. But 
if we return to their ancient native feats, Africa 
and India, we (hall th«re find, even in modern 
times, many traces of their original conduct and 

valour. . 

In Africa (as we read among the indefatigable 
Mr. Purchas’s collections) a body of them, whofe 
leader was inflamed with love for a woman, by 
martial power and ftratagem won a fort from the 
Portuguefe. 

But I muft leave all others at prefent to celebrate 
the praife of two of their unparallelled monarchs in 
India. The one was Perimal the magnificent, a 
prince moll learned and communicative, to whom 
in Malabar their excels of zeal dedicated a tem¬ 
ple, raifed on feven hundred pillars not inferior in 
Maffaeus's # opinion to thofe of Agrippa in the 
Pantheon. The other, Hanimant the marvellous, 
his relation and fucceffor, whofe knowledge was lb 
great, as made his followers doubt if even that wife 
fpecies could arrive at luch perfection : and there¬ 
fore they rather imagined him and his race a loit 
of gods formed into apes. His was the tooth which 
the Portuguefe took in Bifnagar 1559, for which 
the Indians offered, according to Linfchotten 4., 



hundred thoui'and du- 


•f Vita St. Anth. 
• Miff. Kb. 1. 


J Litfchot. ch. 44. 


cats. 
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cats. Nor let me quit tnis head without mention¬ 
ing with ail due refpeCt Oran Outang the Great, 
the lait of this line ; whole unhappy chance it was 
to fall into the hands of Europeans. Oran Outang 
whofe value was not known to us, for he was a 
mure philofopher : Oran Outang, by whole direc¬ 
tion the learned Dr. Tylon * has added a confir¬ 
mation to this fyftem, from the reftmblance be¬ 
tween the homo fylvejlris and our human body in 
thofe organs by which the rational l'oul is exerted. 

We. mull: now delcend to coniidei this people as 
funk into the bruta natura by their continual com¬ 
merce with beafts. Yet, even at this time, what 
experiments do they not afford us, of relieving 
fome from the fpleen, and others from impoft- 
humes, by occafioning laughter at proper fealons? 
with what readinefs do ihcy enter into the imitati¬ 
on of whatever is remarkable in human life ? and 
what furprifing relations have Le Comte f, and 
others, given of their appetite', a&ions, concep¬ 
tions, affections, varieties of imaginations, and a- 
bilities capable of purfuing them f If under their 
prefent low circumftances of birth and breeding, 
and in fo fhort a term of life as is now allotted them, 
they fo far exceed all beafts, and equal many men ; 
what prodigies may we not c rnceive of thofe who 
were natimelhnbus annis. thole primitive, longaeval, 
and antediluvian man-tygers, who firft taught fei- 
ence to the world ? 

This account, which is entirely my own, I am 
proud to imagine has traced knowledge from a 
fountain co-rrefpondcnt to feveral opinions of the 
ancien-.s, though hitherto undifeovered both by them 
and the more ingenious moderns. And now what 
fhall l fay to mankind in the thought of this great 
difeovery ? what, but ihat they lhould abate of 
their pride, and conftder that the authors of our 

* Dr. Ty Ton’s anatomy’ of a pigmy, 410. 

■j- Father Le Comte, a J> fuit, in the account of his travels. 
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knowledge are among the bealls. That thefie, 
who were our elder brothers by a day in the crea¬ 
tion, whofe kingdom (like that in the fcheme of 
Plato) was governed by philofophers,~who flou- 
rifhed with learning in Ethiopia and India, are 
now undiliinguifhed, and known only by the fame 
appcfaiion as the man-tyger, and the monkey ! 

As to fpeech, I make no queflion, that there are 
remains of the firft and lefs corrupted race in their 
native dcltrts, who yet have the power of it. But 
the vulgar reafon given by the Spania ds, “ that 
“ they will not fpeak for fear of being let to woik,” 
is alone a fufficient one, confidering how exceed¬ 
ingly all other learned perf ns affttt their eafe. A 
fccond is, that thefe oblei vant creatures having been 
eye witnefles of the cruelty with which that nation 
treated their brother Indian , find it nectflary not 
to fliow themfelves to be mm, that they may be 
protected not only from work, but from cruelty 
alfo. Thirdly, they could at belt take no delight 
to converle with the Spaniards, whole grave and 
fulltn temper is fo averle to that natuial and open 
chearfulnels, which is generally obi’erved to accom¬ 
pany all true knowledge. 

But now were it poffible, that any way could be 
found to draw forth their latent qualities, 1 cannot 
but think it would be highly ferviccable to the learn¬ 
ed world, both in refpedt of recovering paffc know¬ 
ledge, and promoting the future. Might there not 
be found certain gentle and artful methods, where¬ 
by to endear us to them ? Is there no nation in the 
world, whofe natural turn is adapted r o engage their 
fociety, and win them by a fweet fimiliiudeof man¬ 
ners ? Is there no nation, where the men might al- 
lurethem by a diflinguillyng civility, and in a man¬ 
ner fafeinate them bv afllrnulated motions? r.o na¬ 
tion, where the worn*, with eafy freedoms, and 
the gentleft treatment, might oblige the loving crea¬ 
tures to fenftblc returns of humanity ? The love I 

bear 
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bear mv native country prompts me to wifh this 
nation might be Great Britain; but alas! m our 
prefent wretched, divided condition, how can we 
hope, that foreigners of fo great prudence will free¬ 
ly declare their lentiinents in the midlt ot violen 
parties, and at fo vaft a diftauce from their friends, 
relations, and country ? The affection I bear our 
neighbour-ftate, would incline me to wifli it were 
Holland— Sed lava in parte mamtlU A// Jalit At- 
cadico. It is from France then we mult expect 
this reftoration of learning, whole late monarch 
took the fciences under his proteaion. and railed 
them to fo great a height. May we not hope their 
emiffaries will fome time o other have inltruttions, 
not only to invite learned men into their country, 
but learned beafts, the true ancient man-tygers, 1 
mean of .Ethiopia and India ? Might not the talents 
of each kind of thefe be adapted to the improve¬ 
ment of the lev era l fciences? the man-tygers to in- 
ftruCl heroes, ftatefmen, and fcholars; baboons to 
teach ceremony and addrefs to courtiers ; monkeys, 
the art of pleating in conversation, and agreeable 
affectations to ladies and their lovers; apes of lels 
learning, to form comedians and dancing-matters; 
and marmofets, court-pages, and young Englilh 
travellers ? But the diftinguifhing each kind, and 
allotting the proper buiintfs to each, I leave to the 
inquifitive and penetrating genius of the Jeiuits in 
their refpeCtive millions. 

Vale ct fruere. 
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ANNUS M 1 RABIL 4 S: 

O R, 

'rhe wonderful effeds of the approaching 
conjundion of the planets Jupiter, Mars., 
and Saturn. 

By Mart. Scriblerus, Philomath. 

In nova fert animus mutatas dicere formas 
Corpora - 

I SUPPOSE every body is fufficiently apprifed of, 
and duly prepared for, the famous conjundion 
to be celebrated the 29th of this inftant December 
172a, foretold by all the fages of antiquity under 
the name of the annus mirabilis , or the metamor- 
phoftical conjundion : a word which denotes the 
mutual transformation of fexes, (the efted of that 
configuration of the celeftial bodies), the human 
maics being to be turned into females, and the hu¬ 
man f;males into males. 

The Egyptians have reprefented this great trans¬ 
formation by feveral fignificant hieroglyphics, par¬ 
ticularly one very remarkable. There are carved 
upon an obelilk, a barber and a midwife : the bar¬ 
ber delivers his razor to the midwife, and Hie her 
Twaddling cloaths to the barber. Accordingly Tha¬ 
les Milefius, (who, like the reft of his countrymen, 
borrowed his learning from the Egyptians,) after 
haviug computed the time of this famous conjunc¬ 
tion, “ Then,” fays he, (hall men and women 
“ mutually exchange r |Fe pangs of (having and 
“ childbearing.” 

y 0 j,. VI. T [ Anaximander 
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Anaximander model! ly d>-lcrbt.s thi: meta.-Tor- 
pholis in mathematical terms : *’ I hen, (lays he,) 

« foall the negative quantity of the women be turn* 

“ ed into politive, their — into f> ('• e ) ^heir nn- 
“ nus into plus.” 

Plato not only fpeaks of this great cnange, ut 
defaibes all the preparations t waids u Long 

tl before the bodily tramformaoon, (lays he,) 
c i bJ ilture lhall begin the molt difficult part or her 
«« work, by changing thr ideas and inclinations of 
tt the two fex.es: men lhall turn effeminate, and 
“ women manly ; wives lhall domineer, and huf- 
« bands obev; ladies (hall ride a-horfebaclc, dref- 
« f et i like cavaliers ; princes and nobles appear in 
“ niuht-raiis and petticoats ; men ffialllqueak upon 
“ theatres with female voices, and women corrupt 
“ virgins; loids lhall knot and cut paper ; and even 
“ the northern people, xi )«•§<» A phrale 

(which for modefty’s lake 1 forbear to tranflate,) 
which denotes a vice too frequent amongft us 

That the miniftry forefaw this great change, is 
plain from the callico-aft; whereby it is now be¬ 
come the occupation of the women all over Eng¬ 
land, to convert their ulelefs female habits into beds, 
window curtains, chairs, and joint-ftools; undrel- 
fmg themfelves, as it were, before their transform- 

ation. „ . 

The philofophy of this transformation will not 
feem lurprifi.’g to people who learch into the bot¬ 
tom or things. Madam Boungnon, a devout 
French lady, has ffiewn us, how man was at firft 
created male and female in one individual, ha\ing 
the faculty of propagation within himfelf: a cir- 
cumftance neccffary to the ftate of innocence, 
wherein a man’s happinefs was not to depend upon 
the caprice of another. It was not till after he had 
made a faux pas, that he had his female mate. Ma¬ 
ny fuch transformations of individuals have been 
Well attefted j particularly one by Montaigne, and 

another 
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another by the late bifliop of Salifbury. From all 
which it appears, that this fyftem of male and fe¬ 
male has already undergone, and may hereafter 
futh r, feveral alterations. Every fmattere^in ana¬ 
tomy knows, that a woman is but an introverted 
man ; a new fufioa and flatus will turn the hollow 
bottom of a bottle into convexity : but I forbear for 
the fake of my modeft tnen-readcrs, who are in a 
few day> to be virgins. 

In fome fubj ft the fmalleft: alerations will do : 
fome men are lufficiently fpread about the hips, and 
contrived with that female foftnefs, that they want 
only the negative quantity to make them buxom 
wenches; and there are women who are as it were, 
aheady the ebauche * of a good flurdy man. If 
nature could be puzzled, it will be how to beftow 
the redundant matter of the exuberant bubbies that 
now appear about town, or bow to roll out the 
fliort dapper fellows into well-fiZed women. 

This great conjunction will begin to operate on 
Saturday the 29th inftant. Accordingly about eight 
at night, as Senezino fhall begin at the opera, Si 
ifideity he (hall be obierved to make an unufual 
motion ; upon which the audience will be affrfted 
with a red fuffufion o er their countenance : and, 
becaufe a ftrong fuccuffion of the mufcles of the 
belly is necellary towards performing this great ope¬ 
ration, both ltxes will be thrown into a profufe in¬ 
voluntary laughter. Then, to ufe the modeft terms 
of Anaximander, “ rhall negative quantity be turn- 
*« t‘d into pofitive,” &c. Time never beheld, nor 
will it ever aflfemble luch a number of untouched 
virgins within thole walls’ but, alas! luch will be 
the impatience and curiofityof people to aft in their 
new capacity, that many of them will be completed 
men and women that very night. To prevent the 
diforders that may hapr :n upon this occafion, is 
the chief defign of this paper. 

* Sketch, rough draught, or effay, 

T 2 


Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen have begun already to make ufe of 
this conjunction to compafs their filthy purpofes. 
They tell the ladies forlooth, that it is only parting 
with a perifhable commodity, hardly of fo much 
value as a callico under-petticoat; fince, like its 
miftrefs, it will be ufelefs in the form it is now in. 
If the ladies have no regard to the difiionour and 
immorality of the adtion, 1 defire they will confider, 
that nature, who never deftroys her own producti¬ 
ons, will exempt big bellied women till the time of 
their lying-in ; lo that not to be transformed will 
be the fame as to be pregnant. If they do not think 
it worth while to defend a forrrcfs, that is to be de- 
molifhed in a few days, let them refledt, that it will 
be a melancholy thing nine months hence to be 
brought to bed of a baftard ; a poithumous baftard, 
as it were, to which the quondam father can be no 
more than a dry nurfe. 

This wonderful tranfotmation is the inftrument 
of nature to balance matters between the fexes. 
The cruelty of fcornful mi ft refits fhall be returned ; 
the flighted maid fhall grow into an imperious gal¬ 
lant, and reward her undoer with a big belly and a 
baftard. 

It is hardly pofiible to imagine the revolutions that 
this wonderful phenomenon will occafion over the 
face of the earth. I long impatiently to lee the pro¬ 
ceedings of the parliament ot Paris, as to the title of 
fucceffion to the crown ; this being a cafe not provi¬ 
ded for by the Salique law. There will be no pre¬ 
venting diiorders among friars and monks : for 
certainly vows of chaftity do not bind, but un¬ 
der the lex in which they were made. The fame 
will hold good with marriages, though I think it 
will be a fcandal amongft Proteftants for hufbands 
and wives to part, fince there remains ftill a pofli- 
bility to perform the debitum conjugate, by the huf 
band being femme converte. I l'ubmit it to the judge¬ 
ment of the gentlemen of the long robe, whether 
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(Vis transformation does not difcharge all fuits of 
rapes. 

The Pope muft undergo a new groping; but the 
fallc prophet Mahomet has contrived matters well 
for his luccclTbrs ; for as the Grand Signior has 
now a great many fine women, he will then have as 
many fine young gentlemen, at his devotion 

I hefe are furprifing Ictnes ; but I beg leave to 
affirm, that the lolemn operations of nature arc 
fubjeCts of contemplation, not of ridicule. There¬ 
fore I make it my earned: requeft to the merry fel¬ 
lows, and gigling girls about town, that they would 
not put themfelves in a high twitter, when they go 
to vifit a general lying in of his fit ft child; his offi¬ 
cers fierving as midwives, nurfes, and rockers difi- 
difpenfing caudle ; or if they behold the Reverend 
prelates drefiing the heads and airing the linen at 
court; I beg they will remember that thefe offices 
mult be filled with people of the greateft regulari¬ 
ty, and belt characters. For the lame rcalon I 
am forry, that a certain prelate, who, notwithltand- 
ing his confinement # , ftill prelerves his healthy, 
chcarful countenance, cannot come in time to be a 
nurfe at court. 

I liketvile earneftly intreat the maids of honour, 
(then enfigns and captains of the guard), that at 
their firft letting out they have fume regard to their 
former ftation . and do not run wild through all the 
infamous houfes about town : That the prelent 
grooms of the bed-chamber (then maids of honour) 
would noteat chalk and lime in their green licknefst 
And in general, that the men would remember they 
are become retromingent, and not by inadvertency 
lift up againft walls and ports. 

Ptituoats will not be burdenfome to the clergy ; 
but balls and aflemblie ill be indecent for fome 
lime. 



* In Deccw’jer 1713. 
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A" for you, coquettes, bawds, and chamber maid 
(the future ministers, plenipotentiaries, and cabinet- 
counfelloss, to the prince, of the earth), manage 
the great intrigues that will be committed to your 
charge with yourufual fecrecy and conuiufl; and the 
a ff t ,i, s of your diafters will go on better than ever. 

O ye exchange women ! (our right worftiipfui re* 
prcfenratives that are to be), be notjo griping in 
the faleof your ware as your predectll ms, but con- 
iider that the nation, like a Ipendthritt heir, has run 
out : Be li ewile a little more continent in your 
tongue than you are at prefent, elle the length of 
debates will l'poil your dinners. 

You houlewi elv good women, who now prefide 
over the conf cVionaiy. (henceforth commiffioners 
of the trealury) be lb good as to dilpenl'e the lu- 
gar plumbs of the government with a more impar¬ 
tial and frugal hand. 

Yep< tide and cenforious old maids (the hopes 
of the bench), exert but your ufu il talent of find- 
i a faults, and the laws will be lb idly executed ; on¬ 
ly! w )u‘J not have you proceed upon fuch flender 
evidences as y'u have done hitherto. 

It is from you, eloquent oyfter-merchants of Bil- 
linUfgate, (jull ready to be called to the bar, and 
quoifed like y ur filter ferjeants,) that we expert the 
fhortening the time, and leflening the expences of 
law fuits : for I think you are oblerved to bring 
your debates to a fhort iflue; and even cu from will 
reftrain you from taking the oyfter, and leaving 
only the fhell to your client. 

O ye phylicians, who, in the figure of old women, 
are tb clean the tripe in the maikets, fcour it as ef- 
fertually as you have done that of your patients, 
and the town will fare moll delicioufly on Satur¬ 
days. 

I cannot but congratulate human nature upon 
this happy transformation; the only expedient left 
to reftore the liberties and tranquillity of mankind. 

This 
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This is fo evident, that it is almoft an affront to 
common lenfe to inlift upon the proof: if there 
can be any fuch ftupid creature as to doubt it, I 
defire he will make but the following obvious re¬ 
flection. There arc in Europe alone at prelent about 
a million of fturdy fellows, under the denomination 
of ft-nding forces, with arms in their hands : that 
thole are matters of 'he lives, liberties, and for¬ 
tunes or all the reft. I brlieve no body will deny. 
It is no lels true in faCt, that reams of paper, and 
abnve a fquare mile of fkins of vellum have been 
employed to no purpole to fettle peace among thofe 
ions ot violence. Pray who i he that will lay unto 
them. “ Go and difband yourfelves ? but lo ! by 
this transformation it is done at once, and the hal¬ 
cyon days of public tranquillity return : for neither 
the military temper nor diictplinc can taint the loft 
fex for a whole age to come : bellaqve martibus invi- 
fa , wars odious to mothers, will not grow immedi¬ 
ately palatable in their paternal ftate. 

Nor will the influence of this transformation be 
lefs in family tranquillity, than it is in national. 
Great faults will be amended, and frailties forgiven, 
on both fi les, A wife, w'ho has been diliurbed 
with late hours, and choaked with the haugout of 
a lot, will remember her fufferings, and avoid the 
temptations; and will for the fame reafon indulge 
her mate in his female capacity in fome pallions, 
which (he is fenlible from experience are natural to 
the lex, fuch as vanity of fine cloaths being admir¬ 
ed, &c. And how tenderly muft flic ufe her mate 
under the breeding qualms and labour pains which 
fhe hath felt herfelf ? In fliort, all unrealonable 
demands upon hufbands muft ceafe, bcc..u e tfuy 
are already fatisfied from natural experience, that 
they are impoffible. j 

That the ladies may ggf ern the affairs of the world, 
and the gentlemen thorc of their houlehold, better 
than either of them have hitherto done, is die hearty 
defire of Their meji finccre ivellwijher , JNI. S. 

A 
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l.e recitel 
del cafe. 


SPECIMEN of Scriblerus’s Reports. 

Stradling Verfus Stiles. 

Le report del cafe argue en le comraen banke de- 
v , n t touts les juftices de le mefme banke, en le 
quart. An. du raygne de Roy Jacques, entre 
Matthew Stradling , plant. Peter Stiles, dcf. en 
un action propter certos equos coloratos, .^ng- 
lice, pyed horfes , pojl. per le dit Matthew vers le 
dit Peter. 

« Qip v John Swale, of Swale-hall, in 
“ Swaledale, faft by the river Swale, 
Kt. made his laft will and teftament: in which, 
« among other bequefts, was this, viz. Out of the 
« kind love and refpeft that 1 bear unto my much 

“ honoured and good friend Mr. Matthew Strad- 

« lin« Gent 1 do bequeath unto the iaiu Matthew 
« Stradling, Gent, all my black and white hones. 
<c q;ke teftator had lix black horles, fix white hor- 

“ and fix pyed horles. 

“ The debate therefore was, whether 
Lc point. <t or nQ the faid M at thew Stradling 

« fhould have the laid pyed horfes, by virtue of 

“ the laid bequeft. . . , A/r 

“ Atkens apprentice pour le pi. luoy 
Pour Ie pi. <c f em blc quele pi. recovera. 

“ And firft of all it feemeth expedient to conft- 
“ der what is the nature of horfes, and alfo what 
l * is the nature of colours ; and lb the argument 
‘4 will confequently divide itfelf in a twofold way, 
4f that is to lay, the formal part, and fubftantial 

' “ nnrr 
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«« part. Horfes are the fubftantial part, or thing 
“ bequeathed : black and white, the formal or de- 
“ feriptive part. 

“ Horfe, in a phyfical fenfe, doth import a cer- 
“ tain quadrupede or four-footed animal, which, 
** by the apt and regular difpofition of certain pro- 
“ per and convenient parts, is adapted, fitted, and 
“ conftituted for the ufe and need of man. \ea, 
“ fo ncccllary and conducive was this animal con- 
“ ceivcd to be to the behoof of the commonweal, 
“ that fundry and divers adfs of parliament have 
“ from time to time been made in favour of horfes. 

ill: Edward VI. “ makes the tranfporting of 
*• horfes out of the kingdom, no lefs a penalty than 
“ the forfeiture of 40 1.” 

2d and 3d Edward VI. “ takes from horfe-fteal- 
“ ers the benefit of their clergy.” 

And the ilatutes of the 27th and 32d of Henry 
VIII. “ condefeend fo far as to take care of their 
«« very breed: thefe our wife anceftors prudently 
“ forefeeing, that they could not better take care 
«« of their own pofterity, than by alfo taking care 
“ of that of their horfes. 

And of fo great efteem are horfes in the eye 
“ the common law, that when a knight of the 
“ Bath committeth any great and enormous crime, 
“ his punilhment is to have his fpurs chopt off with 
“ a clever, being, as Mailer Brackton well obfer- 
“ veth, unworthy to ride on a horfe.” 

Littleton, fed!. 315. faith, “ If tenants in com- 
" mon make a lcale referving for rent a horfe, they 
“ fhall have but one allize, becaufe (faith the book,) 
“ the law will not fuffer a horfe to be fevered. An- 
“ other argument of what high eflimation the law 
“ niaketh of an horfe. 

But as the great deference feemeth not to be 
fo much touching me fubftantial part, horfes, 
“ let us proceed to the formal or deferiptive part, 
Vol. VI. U viz. 
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“ viz. what horfes they are that come within this 
“ bequeft. 

“ Colours are commonly of various kinds and 
“ different forts; of which white and black are the 
“ two extremes, and, conlequently, comprehend 
“ within them all other colours whatfoever. 

“ By a bequeft therefore of black and white 
“ holies, gray or pyed horfes may well pafs; for 
“ when two extremes, or remoteft ends of any 
“ thing are devifed. the law, by common intend- 
“ nient, will intend whatfoever is contained be- 
“ tween them to be devifed too. 

“ But the prefent cafe is Hill Wronger, coming 
“ not only within the intendment, but alfo the very 
“ letter of the words. 

“ By the word black , all the horfes that are black 
“ are devifed ; by the word white , are devifed thofe 
“ that are white; and by the fame word, with the 
" conjunction copulative, and, between them, the 
“ horfes that are black and white, that is to fay, 
“ pyed, are devifed alfo. 

“ Whatever is black and white is pved, and 
“ whatever is pyed is black and white ; ergo, black 
“ and white is pyed, and, vice ver/a, pyed is black 
“ and white. 

“ If therefore black and white horfes are devifed, 
“ pyed horfes (hall pafs by fuch devife ; but black 
“ and white horfes are devifed ; ergo, the pi. {hall 
“ have the pyed horfes. 

Pour le “ Catlyne ftrgeant : Moy fcmble aV contrary , 
defend. “ the plaintiff, {hall not have the pyed 
“ horfes by intendment; for, if by the deviie of 
“ black and white horfes, not only black and white 
“ horfes, but horfes of any colour between thcle 
“ two extremes may pafs, then not only pyed and 
“ grey horfes, but alfo red or bay hories would 
“ pafs likewife ; which would be abl'urd, and againft 
“ reafon. And this is another ffrong argument in 
“ law, Nihil, quod ejl contra ralionm, ejl licitum *, 

“ tor 
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for reafon is the life of the law, nay, the common 
law is nothing but reafon ; which is to be under- 
flood of artificial perfection and reafon gotten by 
long ftudy, and not of man’s natural reafon ; for 
nemo nafeitur artifex, and legal reafon cji fumma 
ratio ; and therefore if all the reafon, that is 
difperfed into fo many different heads, were uni¬ 
ted into one, he could not make fuch a law as 
the law of England; bccaufe by many fucceffions 
of ages it has been fixed and refixed by grave 
and learned men; fo that the old rule may be ve¬ 
rified in it, Neminem eportet effe legibus fapientio- 
rem. 

<c As therefore pyed horfes do not come within 
the intendment of the bequeft, fo neither do they 
within the letter of the words. 

“ A pyed horfe is not a white horfe, neither is 
a pyed a black horfe ; how then can pyed horfes 
come under the words of black and white horfes ? 
“ Befides, where cuftom hath adapted a certain 
determinate name to anyone thing, in alldevifes, 
feofments, and grants, that certain name fliall 
be made ufe of, and no uncertain circumlocutory 
deferiptions fliall be allowed ; for certainty is the 
father of right, and the mother of juftice. 

“ Le rejle del argument jeo ne pouiois oyer, car jeo 
fui di/lurb en mon place. 

“ Le court fuit longcmcnt en doubt' de c eft matter ; 
ct apra grand deliberation eu, 

“ Judgment fuit donne pour le pi. nifi caufa. 

“ Motion in arreft of judgement, that the pyed 
horfes were mares; and thereupon an infpection 
was prayed. 

“ Et fur ceo le court advifare vult. 5 ' 
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A KEY to the LOCK: 


o R, 

A Treatiie, proving, beyond all contradiction, the 
dangerous tendency of a late poem, intitied, The 
Rape of the Lock, to government and religion. 

Written in die year 1714. 

S INCE this unhappy divifion of our nation into 
Parties, it is not to be imagined how many 
artifices have been made uie of by writers to obfcure 
the truth, and cover defigns which may be detri¬ 
mental to the public. In particular, it has been their 
cuftom of late to vent their political fpleen in alle¬ 
gory and fable. If an lioneft believing nation is to 
be made a jeft of, we have a ftory of John Lull and 
his wife; if a treafurer is to be glanced at, an ant 
with a white ftraw is introduced ; if a treaty of 
commerce is to be ridiculed, it is immediately me- 
tamorphofed into a tale of count larift. 

But if any of thele malevolent have a fmall talent 
in rhime, they principally delight to convey their 
malice in that pleating way; as it were, gilding the 
pill, and concealing the poifon under the fweetnefs 
of numbers. 

It is the duty of every well-defigning fubjetft to 
prevent, as far as he can, the ill coni'equences of 
filch pernicious treatifes; and I hold it mine to warn 
the public of a late poem, intitied, the Rape of the 
Lock; which I fiiall demonllrate to be of this na¬ 
ture. 

It is a common and juft obfervation, that, when 
the meaning of any thing is dubious, one can no 

. way 
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way better judge of the true intent of if, than by 
coniidering who is the author, what is his charac¬ 
ter in general, and his difpofition in particular. 

Now, that the author of this poem is a reputed 
P.ipift, is well-known ; and that a genius fo capa¬ 
ble of doing fervice to that cauie, may have been 
corrupted in the courfe of his education by Jeluits 
or others, is juftly very much to be lufpedted ; not- 
withftanding that fVetning coolneis and moderation, 
which he had been (perhaps artfully,) reproached 
with by thofe of his own perfuafion. 1 hey are 
fenfible, that this nation is fecurcd by good and 
wholelbme laws, to prevent all evil practices of the 
church of Rome; particularly the publication of 
books, that may in any lort propagate that dodtrsne : 
their authors are therefore obliged to couch their 
deligns the deeper; and though l cannot aver the 
intention of this gentleman was diredlly to fpread 
Popifh dodtrines, yet it comes to the fame point if 
he touch the government : for the court of Rome 
knows very well, that the church at this ti ne is lo 
firmly founded on the ftate, that the only way to 
lhake the one is by attacking the other. 

What confirms me in this opinion, is an acciden¬ 
tal difeovery I made of a very artful piece of ma¬ 
nagement among his Popilh triends and abettors, 
to hide his whole defign upon the government, by 
taking all the charadkers upon themlelves. 

Upon the day that this poem was publifhed, it 
was my fortune to ftep into the cocoa-tree, where a 
certain gentleman was railing very liberally at the 
author with a paflion extremely well counterfeited, 
for having, as he faid, retledUd upon him in the 
charadker of Sir Plume. Upon his going out, I 
enquired who he was, and they told me he was 
a Roman Catholic knigkt. 

I was the fame evenifc at Will’s, and law a cir¬ 
cle round another geiweman, who was railing in 
like manner, and fhetving his fnutf'-box and cane 

to 
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to prove he was fatirized in the fame character. I 
a Iked this gentleman’s name, and was told he was a 
Roman Catholic lord. 

A day or two after I happened to be in company 
with the young lady, to whom the poem is dedica¬ 
ted. She alfo took up the character of Belinda with 
much fratiknefs and good humour, though the au¬ 
thor has given us a hint in his dedication *, that he 
meant fomething further. This lady is alfo a Ro¬ 
man Catholic. At the fame time others of the cha¬ 
racters were claimed by fome perfons in the room ; 
and all of them Roman Catholics. 

But to proceed to the work itlelf: 

In all things which are intricate, as allegories in 
their own nature are, and efpecially thofe that are 
induftrioufly made fo, it is not to be expected we 
fhould find the clue at firlt light : but when once 
we have laid hold on that, we lhall trace this our 
author through all the labyrinths, doublings, and 
turnings of this intricate compofition. 

Firft then, let it be obferved, that in the molt 
demooftrative fciences fome pojlulata are to be 
granted, upon which the reft is naturally founded. 

The only poftulatum or conceffion which I defirc 
to be made me, is, that by the Lock is meant 

The BARRIER TREATY +. 

I. Firft then, I lhall difeover, that Belinda re- 
prelents Great Britain, or, which is the fame thing, 
her late Majefty. This is plainly feen in his de- 
feription of her : 

On her white brccijl a fbarkiing crofs Jhe bore: 

* “ The charadfer of Belinda (as it is here managed,) refembles 
“ you in nothing bu beauty.” Decication to the Rape of the Lock. 

■f For a full account of the political tranfadtions relating to this 
treaty, fee The Condudf of the Allies ; and Remarks on the Barrier 
Treaty, vol. ii. 

alluding 
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alluding to the ancient name of Albion, from her 
white ciift'-, and to the crols which is the enlign of 
England. 

II. The baron, who cuts oft' the Lock, or bar¬ 
rier-treaty, is the E. of Oxford. 

III. Clarifta, who lent the feiffars, my Lady Ma- 
fham. 

IV. Thaleftris, who provokes Belinda to refent 
the lofs of the Lock, or Treaty, the Duchefs of 
Marlborough. 

V. Sir Plume, who is moved by Thaleftris to 
redemand it of Great Britain, Prince Eugene, who 
came hither for that purpofe. 

There are fome other inferior characters, which 
we (hall obferve upon afterwards; but I Hull firft: 
explain the foregoing. 

The firft part of the Baron’s charafter is his be¬ 
ing adventurous, or enterpriiing, which is the 
common epithet given to the Earl of Oxford by his 
enemies. The prize he afpires to is the treal'ury, 
in order to which he offers a facrifice : 

- an altar built 

Of twelve vajl French romances neatly gilt 

Our author here takes occafion malicioufty to in- 
finuate this ftatefman’s love to France; reprefen- 
ing the books he chiefly ftudies to be vaft French 
romances; thefe are the vaft profpe&s from the 
friendfhip and alliance of France, which he fatiri- 
cally calls romances; hinting thereby, that thefe 
promifes and proteftations were no more to be re¬ 
lied on than thole idle legends. Of thefe he is 
laid to build an altar; to intimate that the foun¬ 
dation of his febemes and honours was fixed upon 
the French romances abjjjive mentioned. 

yf fan y a garter , mf a pair of gloves. 

One of the things he ftcrifices is a fan, which, 

both 
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both for its gaudy fcow and perpetual flul'^ng, 
has been held the emblem of woman .thtspmms 
at the change of the ladies of the b^-chambe^ 
The garter alludes to the honouis he co. 
fome of his friends; and we may, without fnat 
ina the fenfe, call the half pair of gloves a gaunt 
let” the token of thofe military employments which 
he is faid to have facrilieed to h.s defigns Ue 
prize, as I faid before, means the trealuiy, • 

he makes his prayer loon to obtain, and long 
po flels. 

The povSrs gave ear , and granted half his pray r. 
The rejl, the winds difpers din empty av. 

In the firfl: of thefe lines he gives him the treafury, 
and in the lad fuggeds, that he Ihould not long 

P °Thtt Thaleftris is the Duchefs of Marlborough, 
appears both by her nearnefs to Bell ? da ’ a " d . I 
this author’s malevolent fuggeftion that Ihe is a 

lover of war. 

To arms, io arms , the hold Thalejlis cries: 

But more particularly by feveral padages in her 
fpeech to Belinda upon the cutting off ^elocJc, 
or treaty. Among other things lhe fays, Was 1 
for this you bound your locks in paper duranc * 
Was it tor this fo much paper has been lpent 
fee ure the barrier-treaty ? 


Methinks , already I your tears furvey ; 
Already hear the horrid things they fay ; 
Already fee you a degraded toajl. 


This deferibes the afperfions under which that 
good Princefs differed, and the repentance which 
mud have followed the diliblution of that treaty , 
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and particularly levels at the refufal fome people 
made to drink her Majcdy’s health. 

Sir Plume (a proper name for a foldier) has all 
the circumdances that agree with Prince Eugene. 

Sir Plume, of amber fluff box jujlly vain, 

And the nice comluEl of a clouded cane. 

With carnejl eyes - 

It is remarkable, this general is a great taker of 
fnuff, as well as towns ; his conduct of the cloud¬ 
ed cane gives him the honour which is fo juftly his 
due, of an exaCt conduct in battle, which is figur¬ 
ed by his cane or truncheon, the enfign of a gene¬ 
ral. His earned eye, or the vivacity of his look, 
is fo particularly remarkable in him, that this cha¬ 
racter could be miflaken for no other, had nor the 
author purpofely obfeured it by the fictitious cir¬ 
cumftances of a round unthinking face. 

Having now explained the chief characters of 
his human perfons (for there are fome others that 
will hereafter fall in by the bye, in the fcquel of 
this difeourfe), 1 fhall next take in pieces his ma¬ 
chinery, wherein the fatire is wholly confined to 
minilters of date. 

The Sylphs and Gnomes at fird fight appeared 
to me to fignify the two contending parties of this 
nation , for thefe being placed in the air, and thofe 
on the earth, I thought agreed very well with the 
common denomination, high and low. But as 
they are made to be the fird movers and infiuencers 
of all that happens, it is plain they reprelent pro- 
mifcuoufly the heads of parties ; whom he makes 
to be the authors of all thofe changes in the date, 
which are generally imputed to the levity and inda- 
biiity of'thc Britifh nation. 

Thefe erring jfor^s levity may call: 

Oh blind to truth! the Sylphs contrive it all. 
Vol. VI. X But 





l62 a key to the lock. 

Bul of this he has given us a plain demonrtration ; 
for i-plakingof thefe fpirits, he fays m «P«fs 
terms. 

_ The chief the care of nations own. 

And guard with arms divine the Bntifti throne. 

And here let it not feem odd, if, m this myfte- 
. ivna c wririna we find the fame perfon, 
TY^LforeTen %refcnted by the baron, a- 
mt‘in defcribed in the character of Ariel, it being a 
common way with authors, in this fabulous m - 
* to take fueh a liberty. As for inftance, I 

Hav’e readt st EvremontJ that all the different 
chartfters in Petronius are but Nero in lo many 
Sent appearances. And in the key to the cu- 
rious romance of Barclay’s Argents, both Pol.ar- 
chus and Archombrotus mean only the king o. 

K We^bferve in the very beginning of the poem, 
that Ariel is poffcffed of the ear of Belinda ; there- 
fore it is abfolutely neceffary, that this perfon mu ft 
be the minifter who was neareft tl |e QB ee «- 
whoever would be further convinced, that he 
meant the treafurer, may know him by his enfigns 
in the following line : 

He rais'd his azure wand. 

His fitting on the maft of a veffel {hews his pre- 
fidlng over ftte South-fea trade When Ariel ai- 
f p ns S to his Sylphs all the ports about Belinda 
„ B hat is more elel. lv defcribed than the treafurer s 
difpofmu of all the places in the k.ngoom, and par¬ 
ticularly about her Majefty > But let us hear the 
lines. 


_ Ye fpirits , to your charge repair , 

The futt'ring fan be Zeptyretta s care; 


The 
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Tfse drops to thee, Brillantc, we conftgn, 

And, Momentilla, let the watch be thine: 

Do thou, Crifpijfa, tend her favritc lock. 

He has here particularized the ladies and women 
of the bed-chamber, the keeper of the cabi ct, and 
her Majefty’s drefier, and impudei.tly given nick¬ 
names to each. To put this matter beyond all 
difpute, the Sylphs arc faid to be wonderous fond 
of place, in the canto following, where Ariel is 
perched uppermoft, and all the reft take their 
places fubordinately under him. 

Here again I cannot but obferve the exceffive 
malignity of this author, who could not leave the 
chara&er of Ariel, without the fame invidious 
ftroke which he gave him in the character of the 
Baron before : 

Amaz'd confus'd, he Jaw his poiv'r expir’d, 
Reftgn'd to fate, and with a Jigh retir'd. 

Being another prophecy that he fhould refign his 
place, which it is probable all minifters do, with a 
figh. 

At the head of the Gnomes he fets Umbricl, 
a dulky melancholy fprite who makes it his buli- 
nefs to give Belinda the fpleen ; a vile and malici¬ 
ous fuggeftion againft fome grave and worthy mi- 
nifter. The vapours, phantoms, vilions, and the 
like, are the jealoulies, fears, and cries of danger, 
that have fo often affrighted and alarmed the na¬ 
tion. Thofe w ho are deferibed in the houfe of 
fpleen, under thofe feveral fantaftical forms, are 
the fame whom their ill willers have fo often cal- 
kd the whimfical. 

Thttwo foregoing fpirits being the only confi- 
derable characters of the machinery, I (hall but juft 
mention the that is wounded with the 

feiffars at the lofs of the lock, by whom is un- 
X 2 doubtedly 
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doubtedly underlined my Lord Townfbend, "ho 
at that time received a wound in his charter for 

making the barrier-treaty, and was cut ou o 

employment upon the d.ffolution of it . but that 
foirit reunits, and receives no harm ; to figmfy that 
& to nothing, and his Lordlhip had no real 

^But I mu ft not conclude this head of the cha- 
rafters without obferving, that our author has run 
through every ft age of beings in fearch of topics 
for detraction. As he has characterized feme per- 
fons under angels and men, fo he has others un¬ 
der animals and things inanimate : he lias even e- 
prefented an eminent clergyman as a dog, and a 
noted writer as a tool. Let us examine the for- 

mer. 

_ But Shock, who thought Jbe Jlept too long , 

Leapt up, and wak'd his mijlrcfs with his tongue. 
’Twas then , Belinda, if report fay true, 

Thy eyes firjl open'd on a billet-doux. 

By this fhock it is manifeft he has mo ft audaciouf- 
ly and profanely reflected on Dr Sacheverel who 
leapt up, that is, into the pulpit, and awakened 
Great Britain with his tongue, that is, with h s 
fermon, which made fo much noife, and for which 
he has been frequently termed by others of his e- 
nemies, as well as by this author, a dog. Ui per¬ 
haps, by his longue may be more literally meant 
his fpeech at his trial, fince immediately thereupon 
our author fays, her eyes opened on a billet-doux. 
Billet-doux being addreffes to ladies fiom lo 
mav be aptly interpreted thole addreffes ot loving 
fubjeas to her Majefty, which enfued that ini - 
The other inftance is at the end ot the third 

Canto. 

Steel did the labours of the gods defray. 

AndJlrike to dufi th' imperial toiv'rs of Troy. 


Steel 
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Steel could the works of mortal pride confound , 

/hid hew triumphal arches to the ground. 

Here he mod impudently attributes the demoli¬ 
tion of Dunkirk, not to the pleafure of her Maje- 
fty, or of her miniftry, but to the frequent miti¬ 
gations of his friend Mr. Steel. A very artful pun 
to conceal his wicked lampoonry ! 

Having now confidered the general intent and 
fcope of the poem, and opened the characters, I 
(hall next difeover the malice which is covered un¬ 
der the epifodes, and particular paffagesof it. 

The game at ombre is a myftic.il reprefenration 
of the late war, which is hinted by his making 
fpades the trump, fpade in Spanifh fignifying a 
fivord , and being vet fo painted in the cards of that 
nation, to which it is well known we owe the ori¬ 
ginal of our cards. In this one place indeed lie has 
unawares paid a compliment to the Queen and her 
fuccefs in the war; for Belinda gets the better of 
the two that play againft her, viz. the kings of 
France and Spain. 

1 do not queftion but every particular card has 
its perfon and chara&er afligned, which, no doubt, 
the author has told his friends in private; but I 
lhall only infhtnce in thedefeription of the difgrace 
under which the Duke of Marlborough then fuf- 
fered, which is fo apparent in thefe vcrl'es: 

Ev n mighty pam, that kings and queens overthrew r, 

And mow'd down armies in the fights of lu, 

Sad chance of war l now defiitute of aid , 

Falls undijlinguijh'd - 

And that the author here had an eye to our mo¬ 
dern tranfa&ions, is very plain, from an unguarded 
Broke cowards the end of this game : 

And now, as of&VH^bne di/lempcr'd Jlatc, 

On one nice trick depends the genial fate. 


After 
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After the conclufion of the war, the public re¬ 
joicings and thanklgivings are ridiculed m the two 
following lines : 

The nymph, exulting, fills with Jhouts thejky. 

The walls, the woods , and long canals reply. 

Immediately upon which there follows a malicious 
inftnuation, in the manner of a prophecy, (which 
we have formerly obferved this fediuous writer dc- 
liohts in,) that the peace Ihould continue but a Iho 
time, and that the day fhould afterwards be curled, 
which was then celebrated with fo much joy . 

Sudden thrfe honours fin ill he (natch'd away , 

And curs'd for ever this victorious day. 

As the game at ombre is a fatirical representati¬ 
on 0 f the late war, fo is the tea table that enfucs, 
of the council-table and its confutations after the 
Deace. Bv this he would hint, that all the advan¬ 
tages we have gained by our late extended commerce, 
ar? only coffee and tea, or things of no greater va¬ 
lue. That he thought of the trade in this p ace 
appears by the paflage, which reprefents the lylphs 
particularly careful of the rich brocade; it having 
been a frequent complaint of our mercers, that 
French brocades were imported in great quantities. 

] will not fay he meant thofe p efents of rich go 
Huff tuits, which were faid to be made her majefty 
by the king of France, though I cannot but iui- 

DC& that he glances at it. „ , . T , 

Here this author (as well as the Scandalous Jon 
Dunton) rtprefents the miniftry in plain terms ta 
ing frequent cups, 

And frequent cups prolong the rich repafi ; 

for it is manifeft he meant fomething more than 
common coffee by his calling it 
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Coffee that makes the politician wife ; 

and by telling us, it was this coffee, that 

Sent up in vapours to the Baron's brain 
New Aratagems- 

I (hall only further obferve, that it was at this 
table the lock was cut off; for where, but at the 
council board, Ihould the barrier treaty be diflol- 
ved? 

The enfuing contentions of the parties, upon the 
lofs of that treaty, are delcribed in the fquabbles 
following the Rape of the Lock; and this he raflx- 
ly expreffes without any difguife, 

All fide in parties- 

and here you have a Gentleman who finks befide 
the chair : a plain allufion to a noble Lord, who 
lofi his chair of president of the council. 

I come next to the bodkin, fo dreadful in the 
hand of Belinda ; by which he intimates the Britifii 
feeptre, fo revered in the hand of our late auguft 
Princefs. His ou n note upon this place tells us, he 
alludes to a lceptie; and the verfes are fo plain they 
need no remark. 

The fame (his ancient perfonage to deck) 

Her great grandfire uo> e about his neck 
In three fcal rings, which, after melted down , 
Form'd a vajl buckle for his widow's gown ; 

Her infant grandarne's whiffle next it grew , 

The bells jhe ginglcd, and the whiffle blew ; 

ben in a bodkin grace'd her mother's hairs, 

JF’hich long jhe wore, and now Belinda wears. 

An openfatire upon hereditary right! The three 
feal rings plainly allude to the three kingdoms, 

Thefe 
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Thefe are the chief pafliges in the battle, by »!>■«>>. 
as hath before been laid, he means the fquabble of 
parties. Upon this occafron he could not end th 
defcription without tcftifying his malignant joy at 
thofe ddVenflons, from which he forms the prolpeft 
that both fhould be difappo.nted, and cues ou 
with triumph, as if it were already accomphlrr- 

ed, 

Behold how oft the ambitious aims arc crof. 

And chiefs contend till all the prize is lot . 

The lock at length is turned into a ftar, or the 
old barrier-treaty into a new and glorious peace 
This, no doubt, is what the author, at the time he 
printed this poem, would have been thought to 
mean; in hopes by that compliment to ^ape l hc 
punifhment for the reft of this piece. put me 
in mind of a fellow, who concluded a bitter lam 
poon upon the prince and court of his days, wnh 
thefe lines: 

Cod fuve the king, the commons, and the peers , 

And grant the author long may wear his eats. 

Whatever this author may think of that peace, I 
imagine it the moft extraordinary ftar that ever ap¬ 
peared in our hemifphere. A ftar, that is to bung 
us all the wealth and gold of the Indies; and .oni 
whole influence, not Mr. John Partridge alone 
(whole worthy labours this writer fo ungeneroufly 
ridicules,) but all true Britons may, wnh no lels 
authority than he, prognosticate the fall of Lewis 
in the reftraint of the exorbitant power of trance, 
and the fate of Rome in the triumphant condition 

of the church of England. . . . .. . , 

We have now coniklered this poem in its pohtica 
view, wherein we have ftiown, that it hath two dif* 
fereut walks of fatirc; the one in the llory nfelf. 
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which is a ridicule on the late tranfadtions in gene¬ 
ral, the other in the machinery, which is a fatire 
on the minifters of (late in particular. I lhall now 
fhew that the fame poem, taken in another light, 
has a tendency to popery, which is fecretly iniinu- 
ated through the whole. 

In the fit ft place, he has conveyed to us the doc¬ 
trine of guardian-angels and patron-faints in the 
machinery of his Sylphs, which being a piece of 
ropifh fuperftition that hath been exploded ever 
fince the reformation, he would revive under this 
difguile. Here are all the particulars which they 
believe of thofe beings, which I fhall fum up in a 
few heads. 

\Jh The fpirits are made to concern themfclves 
with all human adtions in general. 

idly, A diftindt guardian fpirit or patron is af- 
figned to each perion in particular. 

Of theje am /, who thy protection claim , 

A watchjul fprite - 

3 dly, They are made direclly to infpirc dreams, 
vifions. and revelations. 

Her guardian Sylph prolong d her balmy rejl y 

y Twas he hadfummon'd to her filcnt bed 

The morning dream - 

4 thly, They arc made to be fubordinate in dif¬ 
ferent degrees, fome prtliding over others. So 
Ariel has his feveral under-officers at command, 

Superior by the head was Ariel place'd. 

5thly, They are employed in various offices, and 
each hath its office affigned him. 

Some in the fields of purefi eether play , 

And bajk amt whiten npthe blaze of day ; 

Some guide the courjefhcc. 
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hti’v He hath given his Lpii its ihe charge of the 

feveral parts of drefii intimating thereby, that the 
Mms nrelide over the fcveral parts of human bo¬ 
dies! Th« have one Lint to cure the toollvacb 
andther the gripes, another the gout, ami io 
the reft. 

<3he flutt'riiig fan be Zephyretta s core , 

The drops to tkcc, Brillante, we confign, 8cc. 

7 . th!y , They are represented to know the thoughts 
of men: 

A% on the nop gey in her breajtreelin''d. 

He watch'd th' ideas rifmg in her mind. 

8 thly. They are made protectors even to animal 
and irrational beings . 

Ariel himfelf.pall be the guard of Shock. 
and provinces : 

Of theft the chief, the care of nations own. 

So St George is imagined by the Pap'fts to de¬ 
fend EngSad? St. Patrick Ireland, St. James 
Lain Set Now, what is the conkquence of all 
this?’By granting that they have this power, uc 
muft be brought back again to pray «°^ them. 

The toilette is an artful recommendation of the 
mafs, and pompous ceremonies ot the church of 
Rome. The unveiling of the altar, the filver vales 
upon it, being robed in white as the pnclts are up¬ 
on the chief teftivals, and the head uncovered, are 
niauifeft marks of this. 


A 
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A htavnly image in the glafs appears. 

To that Jhe bends - 

plainly denotes image worfliip. 

The goddefs, who is decked with treafures, jew¬ 
els, and the various offerings of the world, mani- 
fcffly alludes to the Lady of Lorctto. ^ ou have 
perfumes breathing from the incenfcpo: in the fol¬ 
lowing line. 

And all Arabia breathes from yonder box. 

The character of Belinda, as we take it in this 
third view, represents the popilh religion, or the 
whore of Babylon ; who is deferibed in the ftate 
this malevolent author wifhes for, coming forth in 
all her glory upon the Thames, and overfpreading 
the whole nation with ceremonies. 

Notwith more glories in th % athcrial plain, 

The fun fir ft rifes o'er the purple main, 

Then ijfuing forth the rival of his beams , 

Launch'd on the befom of the fiver Thames. 

She is dreffed with a crofs on her breaft, the en 
fign of popery, the adoration of which is plainly 
recommended in the following lines: 

On her white breaft a fparkling crofs Jhe wore, 
JVhich 'Jews might kifs, and inf dels adore. 

Next he reprefents her as the univerfal church, 
according to the boaits of the papifts : 

And like the fun Jhe Jhines on all alike. 

After which he tells us. 

If to her Jhare fame fema!<^ 0 rors fall , 

Look on her face, and vokII forget them all. 

Y 2 Though 






ij2 A KEY TO THE LOCK. 

Though it fhould be granted fome errors fall toh« 
ihare, look on the pompous figure (he makes 
throughout the world, and they are not worth r e¬ 
garding. In the iacrifice following you have chefe 

two lines : 

For this, ere Phoebus rofe, he had implor'd 
Propitious heav'n, and ev'ry pew r ador d. 

In the firft of them he plainly hints at their rifmg 
!o matins; in the fecond, by adoring every power, 

the invocation of (aints. # 

Belinda’s vifits are deferibed with numerous wax- 
lights, which are always ufed in the ceremoma pai 
of the Roman worfliip. 

_ Vifits /ball he paid on folemn days , 

When num'rous -wax-lights in bright order blaze. 

The lunar fphere he mentions, opens to us their 
purgatory, which is ieen in the following line : 

Since all things lojl on earth arc treafur’d there. 

It is a popifli doctrine, that fcarce any perfon quits 
this world, but he mu ft touch at purgatory m h.s 
way to heaven; and it is here alfo repreiented as 
the treafury of the Romilh church. Nor is it much 
to be wondered at, that the moon (hould be purga¬ 
tory, when a learned divine hath in a late treatile 

proved the fun to be hell *. , 

I {hall now, before I conclude, defire the reader 
to compare this key with thofe upon any other 
pieces, which are fuppoled to have been feerct a- 
tires upon tne ftate, either ancient or modern; in 
particular with the keys to Petron.us Arbiter, Lu¬ 
cian’s true Hiftory, Barclay’s Argems, and Rabelais s 
Garagantua, and I doubt not he will do me the 


* The Reverend Dr, Swinden. 
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jufticc to acknowledge, that the explanations here 
laid down, are reduced as naturally, and with as 
little violence, both from the general fcope and bent 
of the work, and from the feveral p.irticu'ars : 
furthermore, that they are every way as confident 
and undeniable, every way as candid, as any mo¬ 
dern interpretation of either party on the conduit 
and writings of the other. And 1 appeal to the molt 
eminent and able ftate-decvpherers themfelves, if, 
according to their art, any thing can be more fully 
proved, or more fafely fworn to ! 

I o fum up my whole charge againft this author 
in a few words: he has ridiculed both the prefent 
miniftry and the lalt; abufed great itatefmen and 
great generals ; nay, the treaties of whole nations 
have not elcaped him, nor has the royal dignity 
itfelf been omitted in the progrefs of his latire ; and 
all this he has done juft at the meeting of a new 
parliament. I hope a proper authority may be made 
ul'e of to bring him to condign punilhment In the 
mean while I doubt not, if the perlons mod con¬ 
cerned would but order Mr. Bernard Lintot, the 
printer and publifher of this dangerous piece, to be 
taken in*o cultody and examined, many farther 
dilcoverits might be made, both of this poet’s and 
abettor’s fecret ddlgns, which are doubtleis of the 
utmolf importance to the government. 




MEMOIRS 






[ i?4 1 


I 


MEMOIRS of P. P. Clerk of th’s Panfn. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

The original of the following extraordinary treatife 
confuted in two large volumes m folio, which 
S, iuftly be entitled, The Importanceof a man 
to "him[elf; but, as it can be of very little ule to 
any body b.-fulcs, I have contented mylelt to give 
only this lhort abftr .a of it, as a talle of the 
true fpirit o£ memoir- writers. 

fN the name of the Lord. Amen. I P-P-J* 

' ( he grace of God, clerk of this panih, W««h 

in Eve refine e I arrived at the age of diferetion, I had 
a call to take upon me the function ot a paulh- 
clerk: and to that end, it fam'd unto me meet 
and profitable to affociate mylelf with the P ar . l( ^ 
clerks of this land ; fuch I mean as were ng 
worthy in their calling, men of a clear and 

voice, and of becoming gravhy. . , 

Now, it came to pals, that I was born in the year 
©four Lord, Anno Domini 1655, the year wherein 
our worthy benefactor, Elquire Bret, did add one 
bell to the ring of this panih. So that it hath been 
wittily raid, “ That one and the fame day did give 
« to this our church two rare gifts, its great bell 

Even when I was at fchool, my mifirefs did ever 
extol me above the reft of the youth, m mat l a 
a laudable voice. And it was furthermore obier- 
ve d, that I took a kindly affeaion unto that black 
letter, in which our bibles are printed \ ea, often 
did I exercil'e mylelf in finging godly ballad?, luc 

aS 
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33 the lady and death, the children in the wood 
and chevy chafe; and not like other children, in 
lewd and trivial ditties. Moreover, whde I was a 
boy, I always adventured to lead the pfalrn next 
after Matter William Harris, my preJectfibr, who 
(it inuft be confeilld to the gloty of God ) was a 
roott excellent parilli clctk in that his day. 

Yet be it acknowledged, that at the age of fix- 
teen 1 became a company-keeper, being led into 
idle converfation by my extraordinary love to ring¬ 
ing ; infomuch, that in a lhort time I was acquainted 
with every let of bells in the whole country: neither 
could I be prevailed upon to ablent mylelf front 
wakes, being called thereunto by the harmony of 
the fletple. While I was in thele locieties, I gave 
myfelt up to unfpiritual paftimes, fuch as wielding, 
dancing, and cudgel-playing; fo that I often re¬ 
turned to my father’s houfe with a broken pate. I 
had my head broken at Milton by Thomas Wyar, as 
we played a bout or two for an hat, that was edged 
with liiver galoon : but in the year following I 
broke the head of Henry btubbs, and obtained a 
hat not inferior to the former. At Yelvert n 1 en¬ 
countered Geoige Cummins weaver, and behold 
my head was broke a lecond time ! At the wake of 
Way brook I engaged William Simkins tanner, 
when lo, thus was my head broken a third 
time, and much blood tiinkltd therefrom. But I 
adminittred to my comfort, laying within mylelf, 
“ what man is there, howl'oevcr dextrous in any 
“ craft, who is tor aye on his guard A week 
after 1 had a bafe-born ch-ld laid unto me ; for in 
the days of my youth I was looked upon as a fol¬ 
lower of venereal f?ntafies : thus was 1 led into fin 
by the comclinefs of bulanna Smith, who fir ft tempt¬ 
ed me, #nd tlten put me to lhamc ; for indeed lhc 
was a maiden of a (educing eye, and plcaiant fea¬ 
ture. I humbled myleh ^bcfore the jufttce, I ac¬ 
knowledged my critne^o our curate, and, to do 

away 
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away mine offences, and make her fbme at0 " e ™; nf ' 
was joined to her in holy wedlock on the Sabbath 

day following. . . . - 

How often do thofe things which feem unto us 

misfortunes, redound to our advantage ! tor he 
minifter (who had long looked on Sufanna as e 
moft lovely of his parilhioners,) liked fowell of my 
demeanour, that he recommended me to ^ ho¬ 
nour of being his clerk, which was then become 
vacant by the deceafe of good mafterW llham Hat- 

11S *rHere ends the firft chapter; after which follow 
fifty or fixty pages of his amours in general, and t ta 
particular one with Sufanna his prefent wife ; but 
1 proceed to chapter the ninth,] < 

No fooner was I elected into mine office, but 1 
laved aixde the powdered gallantries of my youth, 
and became a new man. I conlidered myiclf as in 
fome wife of ecclefiaftical dignity, fince by wearing 
a band, which is no fmali part of the ornament of 
our clergy, I might not unworthily be deemed, as 
it were, a ffired of the linen veftment of Aaron. 

Thou maveft conceive, O reader, with what con¬ 
cern I perceived tire eyes of the congregation fixed 
upon me, when I firft took my place at the feet of 
the prieft. When I raifed the pialm, how did my 
voice quaver for fear ! and when I arrayed the 
fhoulders of the minifter with the iurphce, how did 
my joints tremble under me 1 I find within my lei f, 
“ Remember, Paul, thou ftandeft before men of 
“ high worfhip, the wife Mr. Juftice Freeman, the 
“ grave Mr. Tuftice Thomplon, the good Lady 

“ Tones, and “the two virtuous gentlewomen her 

“ daughters ; nay, the great Sir I homas 1 ru y, 
«'• Knight and Baronet, and my young matter the 
“ Efquire, who (hall one day be lord of this ma- 
nor.’’ Notwithftanding which, it was my good 
hap to acquit mvfelf to the good liking of the whole 
1 ^ i congregation; 











CLERK OF THIS PARISH. 177 

congregation ; but the Lord forbid I ffiould glory 
therein. 

[The next chapter contains an account how he 
difcharged the feveral duties of his office ; in parti¬ 
cular he infifts on the following :] 

I was determined to reform the manifold cor¬ 
ruptions and abufes, which had crept into the 
church. 

Firft, I was efpecially fevere in whipping forth 
dogs from the temple, all excepting the lap-dog of 
the good widow Howard, a fober dog which yelp¬ 
ed not, nor was there offence in his mouth. 

Secondly, I did even proceed to morofenefs, tho’ 
fore againft my heart, unto poor babes in tearing 
from them the half-eaten apples, which they privily 
munched at church. But verily it pitied me, for I 
remembered the days of my youth. 

Thirdly, With the fweat of my own hands, I did 
make plain and fmooth the dogs ears throughout 
our great bible. 

Fourthly, The pews and benches, which were 
formerly fwept but once in three years, I caufed e- 
very Saturday to be l'wept with a beforn and trim¬ 
med. 

Fifthly and laftly, I caufed the furplice to be 
neatly darned, walhed, and laid in frefh lavender, 
(yea, and fometimes to be fprinkled with rofe-wa- 
ter), and I had great laud and praife from all the 
neighbouring clergy, foralmuch as no parilh kept 
the minifter in cleaner linen. 

[Notwithftanding thefe his public cares, in the 
eleventh chapter he informs us, he did not negledt 
his ufual occupations as a handy-craftfman. 

Shoes, faith he, did I make (and, if intreated, 
mend) with good approbation. Faces alfo did I lhave, 
and I clipped the hair. Chirurgery alfo I pradtiled 
in the worming of dogs; but to bleed adventured I 
not, except the poor. Upon thfa twofold pro- 
feffion there palled among men a merry tale, delec- 
Vol. VI. Z table 
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table enough to be reheat-fed: how that, being 
overtaken in liquor one Saturday evening, 1 (haved 
the prieft with Spanilh blacking for ihoes niftend ot 
a wall, ball, and with lamp black powdered h.s pe¬ 
ruke. But thefe were layings of men, da.ghl.ng m 
their own conceits more than in the truth For it 
is well known, that great was my Ikill m thele my 
crafts - vea, I had once the honour of trimming 8,r 
Thomas himfelf, without fetching blood. Further- 
mo?c I was fought untn to geld the Lady Franc 
her fpaniel, which was won. to go aftray : he was 
called Toby, that is to fay, Fobias. And thirdly, 

I was intruded with a gorgeous pair of ihoes of the 
faid lady to fet an heel-piece thereon • aud I recei¬ 
ved fuel, praife therefore, that it was faid all over 
the parifli > 1 ihould be recommended unto the king 
Jo mend ihoes for his Majefty: whom God pre- 

^'rThe rTf^of this chapter I purpofely omit; for 
it rnuft be owned, that when he ipeaks as a^lhoe- 
maker, he is very abfurd. He talks of Motes * pu ¬ 
ling off his fhoes, of tanning the hides of the bulls 
of Won, of Simon the tanner, &c ; and takes up 
four or five pages to prove, that when the apoftles 
were inftrucled to travel without ihoes, the piecept 
did not extend to their fucceffors. 

The next relates how he difeovered a thief with 
a bible and key, and experimented verfes ot the 

pfalms, that had cured agues 

I pafs over many others, which informs us of pa- 
rifh affairs only, fuch as of the iucceflion of cu¬ 
rates ; a lift of the weekly texts; what pfalms he 
chufeon proper occafions ; and what children were 
born and buried : the laft of which articles he con¬ 
cludes thus 0 , t 

That the ihame of women may not endure, I 

fpeak not of baftards ; neither will I name the mo- 
there, although thereby I might delight many grave 
women of the pariih -. even her who hath done pe- 

nance 
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nance in the fheet will I not mention, forasmuch 
as the church hath been witnels of her dilgrace : 
let the father, who hath made due compofition with 
the church-wardens to conceal his infirmity, reft in 
peace; my pen fhall not bewray him, for I alfo 
have finned. 

[The next chapter contains what he calls a great 
revolution in the church, part of which I tran- 
feribe.] 

Now was the long expected time arrived, when 
the Plaints of King David lhould be hymned unto 
the fame tunes, to which he played them upon his 
harp; (fo was I informed by my finging-mafter, a 
man right cunning in pfalmody). Now was our 
over-abundant quaver and trilling done away, and 
in lieu thereof was inftituted the folfa, in fuch guile 
as is fung in his Majefty’s chapel. We had London 
finging-mafters fent into every parifh, like unto 
excisemen ; and I alfo was ordained to adjoin myfelf 
unto them, though an unworthy difciple, in order 
to inftrwft my fellow-parilhioners in this new man¬ 
ner of worfhip. What though they accufed me of 
humming through the noftril as a fackbut; yet 
would I not forego that harmony, it having been 
agreed by the worthy parilh-clerks of London 1 till 
to prelerve the fame. I tutored the young men and 
maidens to tunc their voices as it were a pfaltery, 
and the church on the Sunday was filled with thele 
new hallelujahs. 

[Then follow full feventy chapters, containing 
an exaft detail of the law-fuits of the parfon and his 
parilhioners concerning tythes, and near an hund¬ 
red pages left blank, with an earneft delire that the 
“ hiftory might be compleated by any of his lucef- 
w fors, in whole time thele luits lhould be ended. 

The next cootains an account of the briefs read 
in the church, and all the iums collected upon each. 
“ For the reparation of nine cl.sjjxhes, collected at 
“ nine feveral times, 2 s. and 7 dTj-^hs. For 50 
Z 2 “ families 
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« families ruined by lire, i s. i-half. For an in* 

« undation, a King Charles groat, given by Lady 
“ Francis, &c.” 

In the next he laments the difufe of wedtling-fer- 
mons, and celebrates the benefits arifing from thofc 
at funerals, concluding with thefe words : “ Ah 
“ let not the relations of the deceafed grudge the 
“ fmall expence of an hat-band, a pair of gloves, 

“ and ten lhillings, for the fatisfaclion they are fure 

to receive from a pious divine, that their father, 

«« brother, orbofom wife, are certainly in heaven.” 

In another, he draws a panegyric on one Mrs. 
Margaret Wilkins, but, after great encomiums, 
concludes, that, notwithft nding all, “ fhe was an 
“ unprofitable veflel, being a barren woman, and 
“ never once having furniihed God’s church with 
“ a chriftening.” 

We find in another chapter, how he was much 
daggered in his belief, and difturbed in his con¬ 
fidence by an Oxford fcholar, who had proved to 
him by logic, “ that animals might have rational, 
“ nay, immortal fouls ; but how he was again com 
«* forted with the reflection, that if fo, they might 
“ be allowed Chriltian burial, and greatly augment 
“ the fees of the parifh.” 

In the two following chapters he is overpowered 
with vanity. We are told, how he was conftantly 
admitted to all the feafts and banquets of the 
church- officers, and the fpeeches he there made for 
the good of the parifh. How he gave hints to young 
clergymen to preach ; but above all how he gave a 
text for the 30th of January, which occafioned a 
moll: excellent fermon, the merits of which he takes 
entirely to himfielf. He gives an account of a con¬ 
ference he had with the vicar concerning the ufie of 
texts. “ Let a preacher, (faith he,) confider the 
“ aflembly before whom he preacheth, and unto 
“ them adapt his text. Micah the 3d and nth af- 
“ affordeth good matter for courtiers and 


court- 

ferving 
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" Tcrving men. The beads of the land judge for 
** reward, and the people thereof judge for hire, and 
“ the prophets there f divine for money ; yet will they 
lean upon the Lord and fay , Is not the Lord among 
us ? \V r ere the iirft minilfer to appoint a preach- 
“ er before the houfe of commons, would not he 
** be wife to make choice of thefe words ? Give , 
and it Jhall he given unto ye. Or before the lords. 
Giving no offence , that the miniflry be not blamed, 
2 Cor. vi. 3. Or praifing the warm zeal of an 
“ adminiftration, JVho maketh his minijlers a faming 
tt fire, Pfal. civ. 4.” We omit many oihers of his 
texts as too tedious. 

[From this period the ftile of the book rifes ex¬ 
tremely. Before the next chapter was pafted the 
effigies of Dr. Sacheverel, and I found the oppo- 
lite page all on a foam with politics.} 

We are now, fays he, arrived at that celebrated 
year, in which the church of England was tried in 
the perfon of Dr. Sacheverel. 1 had ever the in- 
tereft of our high-church at heart, neither would I 
at any feafon, mingle myfelf in the focieties of fa¬ 
natics, whom I, from my infancy, abhorred more 
than the Heathen or Gentile, It was in thefe days 
I bethought myfelf, that much profit might accrue 
unto our parifh, and even unto the nation, could 
there be aflembled together a number of chofen 
men of the right fpirit, who might argue, refine, 
and define, upon high and great matters. Unto 
this purpole, I did inflitute a weekly aflembly of di¬ 
vers worthy men at the rofe and crown ale-houfe, 
over whom myfelf, though unworthy, did prefide. 
Yea, I did read to them the poft-boy of Mr Roper, 
and the written letter of Mr. Dyer, upon which we 
communed afterwards among ourfelves. 

Our fociety was compofed of the following per- 
fons: Robert Jenkins, farrie^ Amos Turner, col¬ 
lar-maker; George Pilcocks, Im |xcife-man ; Tho¬ 
mas 
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m as White, wheel-wrigbt; and myiclf. Fuft, o 

the firft, Robert Jenhms. fl^-ewd conceit. 

He was a man of bright part, and late* . 

for he ..ever «><*** an horle ot a wh.g or a tau. 

but be lamed lorely, <■ f.ahtlv efteem- 

Amos Turner, a worthy perlon r.gn_ ^ ^ 

cd among us lor fi h ' S k f “for'paring an oaken bough. 
h °George Pilcocks, a lufoer alio s of -Untsand 
laudable freedom of fpeech. mfomuch that his 

Ituor at ttm^lhe glorJus S, 
chevercl was educated. mrifh upon thefe 

jitation, an > £ven the bilhops heard and mar- 
at London, 10 Thomas, member 

veiled thereat Moreover, mem . 

to the hearts of our generals and on • 8 

and from henceforth, even as eve deeded, thus 

th£ f After this, the book is turned on a ^den from 
, • own life to a hiltorv ot all the public uanlac 

tiom of fcutV. compiled from the 
lho r e ti m es. 1 could not comprehend the me. n g 
Of this ”m i perceived a. laft, to my no fmall afto- 
niil.ment, that all the matures of the four.iaft years 
of the Queen, together with the peace 
°l,ch hTve been ufually att.ibu.ed to .he Eatl ot 
oiford Duke of Ormond, Lords Hnreeurt and 
Bnlinohroke, and other great men, do U 

plti^ppear to have been wholly owmg to Ro- 
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bcrt Jenkins, Amos Turner, George Pilcock, Tho¬ 
mas White, but above all, P. P. 

The reader may be lure I was very inquihtive 
after this extraordinary writer, whofe work I have 
here abfiracied. I took a journey into the country 
on purpofe ; but could not find the leal! trace of 
him : till by accident I met an old clergyman, who 
faid he could not be pofitive, but thought it might 
be one Paul Philips, who had been dead about 
twelve years. And upon enquiry, all we could learn 
of that perfon from the neighbourhood, was, thar 
he had been taken notice of for fwaliowiog loaches, 
and remembered by fome people by a black and 
white cur with one car, that coultandy followed 
him. 

In the church-yard I read his epitaph, faid to be 
written by himfeif. 

0 reader, if tb.it thou can ft read. 

Look down upon thisJio>.e ; 

Do all we can, death is a man 
'Thai never fpareth none. 
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THOUGHTS on VARIOUS SUBJECT S. 


P ARTY is the madnefs of many for the gain of 
a few. 

II. 

There never was any paity, fa&ion, ieR, orca- 
bal whatever, in which the moft ignorant were 
not the moft virulent; for a bee is not a buliur am 
mal than a blockhead. However, Eieh mftruments 
are neceffary to politicians; and perhaps it may 
with ftates as with clocks, which muft have fo 
dead weight hanging at them, to help and regul 
the motion of the finer a^nd more uieful pai ts. 

To endeavour to work upon the vulgar with fine 
fenfe, is like attempting to hew blocks with a ra- 

zor ‘ IV. 

Fine fenfe and exalted fenfe are not half fo uie¬ 
ful as common fenfe : There are forty men of wit 
for one man of fenfe ; and he that will carry nothing 
about him but gold, will be every day at a lois for 
want of readier change^ 

Learning is like mercury, one of the moft pow¬ 
erful and excellent things in the world in lkiliul 
hands ; in unlkilful, the moft mifehievous. 

VI. 

The niceft conftitutions of government are often 
like the fineft pieces of clock-work; which depend¬ 
ing on fo many motions, are therefore more iub- 

jeft to be out of orden V H. Every 
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VII. 

Every man has juft as much vanity, as he wants 
underftanding. 

VIII. 

Modefty, if it were to be recommended for no¬ 
thing elfe, this were enough, that the pretending 
to little leaves a man at eafe, whereas boafting re¬ 
quires a perpetual labour to appear what he is not. 
If we have ienfe, modefty belt proves it toothers; 
if wc have none, it beft hides our want of it. For 
as blulhing will fometimes make a whore pafs for a 
virtuous woman, fo modefty may make a fool feem 
a man of fenfe. 

IX. 

It is not fo much the being exempt from faults, 
as the having overcome them, that is an advantage 
to us ; it being with the follies of the mind as with 
the weeds of a field, which, if deftroyed and con- 
fumed upon the place of their birth, enrich and im¬ 
prove it more than if none had ever fprung there. 

To pardon thofe abfurdities in ourfelves which we 
cannot fuller in others, is neither better nor worfe 
than to be more willing to be fools ourfelves, than 
to have others fo. 

XI. 

A man fhuuld never be afhamed to own he has 
been in the wrong which is but faying, in other 
words, that he is wifer to day than he was yefter- 
day. 

XII. 

Our pafiions arc like convulfton-fits, which, tho’ 
they make us ftronger for the time, leave us weak¬ 
er for ever after. 

XIII. 

To be angry, is to revenge the fault of others 
upon ourfelves. 

XIV. V 

A brave man thinks no one ht^fuperior who does 

Vol. VI. A a him 
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him an injury, for he has it then in his power to 
make himfelf fuperiour to the other, by foigiving 

u * XV. . 

To relieve the opprcffed is the moft glorious acT 
a man is capable of ; it is in feme meafure doing 
the bufinefs of God and Providence. 

XVI. 

Sunerftition is the fpleenof the foul. 

XVII. . . 

Atheifts put on a fali'e courage and alacrity in 
the midft of their darknefs and apprehensions; like 
children, who when they go in the dark will hug 
for fear. 

XVIII. . . 

An atheiO: is but a mad ridiculous dender of pi¬ 
ety, but a hypocrite makes a lober jeft of God am 
religion. He finds it ealier to be upon his knees 
than to rife to do a good action ; like an impudent 
debtor who goes every day and talks familiaily to his 
creditor without ever paying what he owes. 

XIX. _ 

What Tully favs of war, may be applied to de¬ 
puting ; it fbould be always fo managed as to re 
member, that the only end of it is peace : But ge¬ 
nerally true difputants are like true iportfmen, their 
whole delight is in the purfuit ; and a dilputant no 
more cares for the truth, than the fportimanfor the 

haK - XX. 

The feripture, in time cf difputes, is like an o- 
pen town in time of war, which lerves ind.tferently 
the occafions of both parties ; each man makes uie 
of it for the prefentturn, and then refigns it to the 

next comer to do the fame. 

XXI. 

Such as are ftill obferving upon others, are like 
thofewho are always abroad at other mens houfes, 

reform- 
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reforming every thing there, while their own run 
to ruin. 

XXII. 

When men grow virtuous in their old age, they 
only make a lacrifice to God of the devil’s leavings. 
XXIII. 

When wc are young, we are flavifhly employed 
in procuring fomething whereby we may live com¬ 
fort ibly when we grow old ; and when we are old, 
wc perceive it is too late to live as wepropofed. 

XXIV. 

People are feandalized, if one laughs at what they 
call a ferious thing. Suppofe I were to have my 
head cut off to morrow, and all the world were talk¬ 
ing of it to day, yet why might not I laugh to think 
what a buttle is here about my head ? 

XXV. 

The greateft advantage i know of b. ing thought 
a wit by the world, is that it gives one the greater 
freedom of playing the fool. 

XXVI. 

We ought in humanity no more to defpife a man 
for the misfortunes of the mind than for thole of 
the body, when they are fuch as he cannot help. 
Were this thoroughly confidered, we lhould no more 
laugh at one for having his brains cracked than for 
having his head broke. 

XXVII. 

A man of wit is not capable of bufinefs, but a- 
bovc it. A fprightly generous horl'e is able to carry 
a pack-faddle as well as an a!s, but he is too good 
to be put to the drudgery. 

XXVIII. 

Wherever I find a great deal of gratitude in a 
poor man, I take it for granted, there would be as 
much generofity if he were a rich man. 

XXIX. 

Flowers of rhetoric in-te^ffons and ferious dif- 
courfes, are like the blue and red flowers in corn, 

A a 2 pleafing 
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pleafing to thofe who come only for amufement, but 
prejudicial to him who^would reap the profit. 

When two people compliment each other with 
the choice of any thing, each of them generally gets 
that which he likes 

He who tells a lie, is not fenfible: how great a talk 
he undertakes, for he muft be forced to invent 
twenty more to maintam^that one * 

Giving advice is many times only the privilege of 
faying a foblifh thing one’s felf, under pretence of 
hindering another from domg one. 

It is with followers at court, as with followers on 
the road, who firft befpatter thofe that go before, 
and then tread on their heels. 

XXXIV. 

Falfe happinefs is like falfe money, it pafTes for a 
time as well as the true, and ferves feme ordinary 
occafions: but when it is brought to the touch, we 
find the lightnefs and allay, and feel the lois. 
XXXV. 

Daftardlv men are like forry horfes, who have 
but iuft fpirit and mettle enough to be milchievous. 

J v XXXVI. 

Some people will never learn any thing, for this 
reafon, becaufe they underftand every thing too 

foon * XXXVII. 

A perfon who is too nice an obferver of the bu- 
finefs of the croud, like one who is too curious m 
obferving the labour of the bees, will often be ftung 
for his curiolity. 

XXXVIII. 

A man of bufinefs may talk of philofophy, a man 
who has none may pra&iie it. 


There 
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XXXIX. 

There are fome folitary wretches, who Teem to 
have left the reft of mankind only as Lve left A- 
dam, to meet the devil in private. 

XL. 

The vanity of human life is like a river, con- 
ftantly paflxng away, and yet conftantiy coming 
on. 

XLI. 

I feldorn fee a noble building, or any great piece 
of magnificence and pomp, but I think how little 
is all this to fatisfy the ambition, or to fill the idea 
of an immortal foul! 

XLII. 

It is a certain truth, that a man is never fo eafy 
or fo little impofed upon, as among people of the 
beft fenfe : it colls far more trouble to be admitted 
or continued in ill company than in good; as the 
former have lefs underftanding to be employed, fo 
they have more vanity to be pleafed ; and to keep 
a fool conftantiy in good humour with himfelf and 
with others, is no very eafy talk 
XLII. 

The difference betwixt what is commonly called 
ordinary company and good company, is only 
hearing the fame things Lid in a little room, or in 
a large falon, at fmall tables, or at great tables, 
before two candles or tweiry fconces. 

XL IV. 

It is with narrow-fouled people as with narrow 
necked bottles; the lefs they have in them, the 
more noife they make in pouring it out. 

XLV. 

Many men have been capable of doing a wife 
thing, more a cunning thing, but very few a gene¬ 
rous thing. 

XLVI. ^ 

Since it is reafonable to doubt moft Hungs, we 

Ihould 
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(hould mod of all doubt that reafon of ours which 
would demonftrate all things. 

XLVII. 

To buy books, as fome do who make no uie ot 
them, only becaufe they were: pubhlhed by an emi¬ 
nent printer; is much as if a man fhould buy 
cloaths that did not fit him, only becaule they 
were made by fome famous taylor. 

XLV 1 II. 

It is as offenfive to fpeak wit in a fool’s company, 
as it would be ill-manners to whiiper in it j he is 
difpleafed at both for the lame realon, becaule he 
is ignorant of what is laid.^ 

Talfe critics rail at falfe wits, as quacks and 1m- 
noftors are ftill cautioning us to beware of coun¬ 
terfeits, and decry other cheats only to make more 
way for their own. 

Old men for the moft part, are like old chro¬ 
nicles, that give you dull but true accounts of times 
uaft. and are worth knowing only on that lcore. 
LL 

There fhould be, methinks, as little merit in 
loving a woman for her beauty, as in loving a man 
for his profperity i both being equally fubjedt to 
change. 

b LII. 

We fhould manage our thoughts in compofing 
any work, as fhepherds do their flowers in mak¬ 
ing a garland ; firft fele& the choice!!, and then 
dilpofe them in the moft proper places, where they 
give a lufire to each other. 

5 LHI. 

As handfome children are more a dilhonour to 
a deformed father than ugly ones, becaule unlike 
himfelf; fo good thoughts, owned by a plagiary, 
brine him more lhame than his own ill ones. 
& When 
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When a poor thief appears in rich garments, we 
immediately know they are none of his own 
UV- 

Human hearts, like other hearts, find fnares and 
poil'on in the provifions of life, and are allured by 
their appetites to their deftrudion. 

LV. 

1 he moft pofitive men are the mort credulous; 
fince they moft believe themlelvts, and advife moft 
with their falfeft flatterer, and worft enemy, their 
own felf-lovc. 

LVI. 

Get your enemies to read your works in order 
to mend them, for your friend is fo much your 
fccond-felf, that he will judge too like you 
LVII. 

Women ufe lovers as they do cards ; they play 
with them a while, and when they have got all 
they can by them, throw them away, call for new 
ones, and then perhaps lofe by the new ones all 
they got by the old ones. 

LVIII. 

Honour in a woman’s mouth, like an oath in 
the mouth of a gamefter, is ever moft ufed as their 
truth is moft quertioned. 

LIX. 

Women, as they are like riddles in being unin¬ 
telligible, lb generally refemble them in this, that 
they pleals us no longer when once we know 
them. 

LX. 

A man who admires a fine woman, has vet no 
more reafon to wifh himfelf her hufband, than one 
who admired the Helperian fruit would have had 
to wifli himfelf the dragon that kept it. 

LXI. 

He who marries a wife, becaufe he / *' i nnot 
ways live chaftly, is much like a man, who, find¬ 
ing 
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ing a few humours in his body, rtfolves to wear a 

perpetual blifter. 

Married people, for being fo elofeiy united, are 
but .he apter to part ; as knots the harder they 
are pulled, break the fooner. 

A family is but too often a commonwealth of 
r nr . whit we call the charities and ties ot 
Snlv prove bm fo many feparate and claflring 
n*"efts ? the ion wilhes .he death of the a,her 
the vounaer brother that of the elder , the e cici 

repines afthe fillers portions: when any ot them 
marry there are new dtvifions, and new ann 
fe y ’ It is but natural and readable to ertpeft 
all this, and yet we fancy no comfort but in a . 

m '' 5 ' LXIV. 

Authors in Trance lildom fpeak ill of each o- 
ther but when they have a perfonal pique , ai 
thors in England feldom fpeak well of each other, 
but when they have a ptrfotul fr.endfhrp. 

There is nothing wanting to make 
and difinterefted people in the world ot one rein 
"ion but that they fcould talk together every day. 

’ LXVI. 

Men are grateful in the lame degree that they 
are refentful. 

LAV i. 

The longer we live, the more we fliall be con¬ 
vinced, that it is reasonable to love God, and de- 
fpife man, as far as we know ,either. 

The character in converfation which commonly 
paffes for agreeable, is made up of civility and 

falfhood. XIX> 

A fhort and certain way to obtain the character 
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m 


of a reafonable and wife man, is, whenever any 
one tells you his opinion, to comply with it. 

LXX. 

What is generally accepted as virtue in women, 
is very different from what is thought o in men ; 
a very good woman would make but a paltry man. 
LXXI. 

Some people arc commended for a giddy kind of 
good honour, which is as much a virtue as diunk- 
nefs. 

LXXII. 

fhofe people only will conftantly trouble you 
with doing little offices for them who leaft deferve 
you ffiould do them any. 

LXXIII. 

We are fometimes apt to wonder to fee thofe 
people proud who have done the mcaneft things ; 
whereas a confcioufnefs of having done poor things 
and a ffiame of hearing of them, often make the 
compofition we call pride. 

LXXIV. 

An excufe is worfe and more terrible than a He, 
for an cxcufe is a lie guarded. 

LXXV. 

* Praife is like ambergreale : a little whiff of it, 
and by fnatches, is very agreeable ; but when a 
man holds a whole lump of it to your nofe, it .is a 
Rink, and ftrikes you down. 

LXXVI. 

The general cry is againll ingratitude, but fure 
the complaint is mifplaced, it fhould be againft va¬ 
nity. None but diredt villains are capable of wil¬ 
ful ingratitude ; but almoft every body is capable 
of thinking he hath done more than another de- 
ierves,, while the other thinks he hath receiv¬ 
ed lels than he deferves. 

LXXVTI. 

I never knew any man in my life, who could 

Vol. VI. B b not 
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not bear another’s misfortunes perfe&ly like a 

Chriftian. , , 

LXXVIII. . 

Several explanations of cafuifts, to multiply the 
catalogue of iins, may be called amendments to 
the ten commandments. 

LXXIX. 

It is obfervable that the ladies frequent tragedies 
more than comedies : the reafon may be, that m 
tragedy their fex is deified and adored, in comedy 
exoofed and ridiculed. 

1 LXXX. 

The chara&er of covetoufnefs is what a man ge¬ 
nerally acquires more through fome niggardlineis, 
or ill grace, in little and inconfiderable things, 
than in expences of any confequence. A very few 
pounds a-year would eale that man of the fcandal 

° f aVariCe ’ LXXXI. 

Some men’s wit is like a dark lanthorn, which 
ferves their own turn, and guides them their own 
•way : but is never known (according to the Jcrip- 
ture phrafe) either to ihine forth before men, or 
to glorify their father in heaven. 
b LXXXII. 

It often happens, that thofe are the beft people, 
whole characters have been mod injured by flan- 
derers, as we ufually find that to be the fweeteft 
fruit which the birds have been picking at. 
LXXXII i. 

The people all running to the capital city, is like 
a confluence of all the animal fpirits to the heart; 
a fvmptom that the conftitution is in danger. 

J LXXXI V. 

The wonder we often exprefs at our neighbours 
keeping dull company, would lefien, if we refleft- 
ed, that moft people feek companions lels to be 
talked to, than to talk. 

LXXXV, Amufement 
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LXXXV. 


1 9S 


Amufement is the happineis of thofe that cannot 
think. 


LXXXVI. 


Never day dinner for a clergyman, who is to 
make morning vifit ere he comes; for he will think 
it his duty to dine with any greater man that alks 

him. 


LXXXVII. 

A contented man is like a good tennis player, 
who never fatigues and confounds himfelf with 
running eternally after the bill, but days till it 
comes to him. 

LXXXVIII. 

Two things are equally unaccountable to reafon, 
and not the object of reafoning ; the wifdom of 
God and the madnefs of man. 

LXXXIX. 

Many men, prejudiced early in disfavour of 
mankind by bad maxims, never aim at making 
friendfliips ; and while they only think of avoiding 
the evil, mifs of the good that would meet them. 

1'hey begin the world knaves, for prevention, while 
others only end fo, after difappointment. 

XC. 

No woman ever hates a man for being in love 
with her; but many a woman hates a man for be¬ 
ing a friend to her. 

XCI. 

The eye of a critic is often like a microfcope, 
made fo very fine and nice, that it difeovers the 
atoms, grains, and minuted particles, without ever 
comprehending the whole, comparing the parts, 
or feeing all at once the harmony. 

XC1I. 

A king may be a tool, a thing of draw ; but if 
he ferves to frighten our enemies, and fecure our 
property, it is well enough : a fcare-crow is a 
thing of draw, but it protects the corn. 

B b 2 XCIII. The 
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XCIII. , r . 

The created things and the moft praife-wort iy, 
thru can be done for the public good, are not wha. 
require great parts, but great honeftj . ds 

for a kins to make an amiable character, 
only to b? a man of common honefty well advtled. 

’ XC1V. 

Notwithftanding the common complaint of the 
knavery of men in power I have known no great 

minifters or men of parts in bufinefs fo wicked 
SSr interiors; their fenfe and knowledge preferve 
them from a hundred common rogueries, and when 
they beeome bad, it is generally more from a ne- 
ceffity of their Ctuation, than from a natural bent 

to evi1 ' XCV. 

Whatever may be faid againft a premier or foie 
minifter the evil of fuch an one, in an ablolute 
government, may no, be great: for it is poffibk. 
that almoft any minifter may be a better man th. 
a king born and bred. ^ 

A man coming to the water-ftde is furrounded 
by all the crew ; "every one is officious every o^e 
making applications, every one offering his Services 
the whole buttle ot the place feems to be only for 
him The fame man going from the water ft , 
no noile is made about him, no creature akqs 
notice of him, all let him pafs with utter negleiU 
the picture of a minifter when he comes into 
power, and when he goes out. 
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Law is a bottomlefs Pit: 


o R, 

The HISTORYof John Bull. 

Publiflied from a manufcript found in the cabinet 
of the famous Sir H. Polelworth, in the year 

1712. 

The PREFACE. 

W HEN I was firft called to the office of hif- 
toriographer to John Bull, he exprefied 
himlelf to this purpofe : “ Sir Humphrey Polel- 
“ worth *, I know you are a plain-dealer ; it is 
“ for that reafon 1 have chofen you for this im- 
“ portant truft; fpeak the truth, and fpare not.” 
That I might fulfil thofe his honourable intentions, 

I obtained leave to repair to, and attend him in 
his molf fecret retirements ; and I put the jour¬ 
nals of all tranfa&ions into a ftrong box, to be 
opened at a fitting occafion, after the manner of 
the hiftoriographers of fome eaffern monarchs : 
this I thought was the fafeft way; though I de¬ 
clare I was never afraid to be choped f by my ma¬ 
iler for telling of truth. It is from thole journals 
that my memoirs are compiled : therefore let not 
pofterity, a thoufand years hence, look for truth 
in the voluminous annals of pedants, who are en- 
tirelydgnorant of the fecret fprings of great adli- 

# A member of parliament, eminent for a certain rant in hiM 
convention : of which there is a go d deal in this book. 

•f- A cant word of Sir Humphrey's. 


ons 
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ons; if they do, let me tell them they trill be tie- 

bufed i. , , 

With incredible pains have I endeavoured to co- 
py the feveral beauties of the * ancient ana mo¬ 
dern hiftorians ; the impartial temper of Herodot¬ 
us; the gravity, aufterity, and ftnft morals o 
Thucydides, the extenfive knowledge of Xenophon 
the fublimity and grandeur of Titus Livius ; and, 
to avoid the carelels ftyle of Polybius I have bor¬ 
rowed confiderable ornamenrs from Dionyhus Ha- 
licamaffeus and Diodorus Siculus. The Ipecious 
cilding of Tacitus I have endeavoured to lhun. 
Mariana, Davila, and Fra. Paulo, are thole a- 
mona the moderns whom I thought molt wort y 
of imitation ; but I cannot be fo difingenuous, as 
not to own the infinite obligations I have to the 
Pilgrim's Progrefs of John Bunyan, and the I en¬ 
ter Belly of the reverend Jofeph Hall. _ . 

From fuch encouragement and helps, it is ealy 
to guefs to what a degree of perfection I might 
have brought this great work, had it not been 
nipt in the bud by l'oroe illiterate people in both 
houfes of parliament, who envying the great fi¬ 
gure I was to make in future ages, under pretence 
of raifing money for the war, have padlocked f all 
thofe very pens that were to celebrate the actions 
of their heroes, by filencing at once die whole uni- 
verfity of Grubfireet. 1 am periuaded that no¬ 
thin- but the profpe£t of an approaching peace 
could have encouraged them to make io bold a 
ftep. But fuffer me, in the name of the reitot 
the matriculates of that famous univerfity, to aik 
them iome plain queftions: Do they think that 
peace will bring along with it the golden age . 
Will there be never a dying ipeech of a traitor . 

I Another cant word, fignifyin; deceived. . 

i A parody on Boyer's preface 1 his h.ftory of Queen Anne. 

+ Act reftrainlng the liberty of the prcCs, etc. which was P aJed 
in 17IZ ; and the peace ot Uuccht, cor.ciuoed in 1 7 1 3 * 

Are 
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Arc Cethegus and Catiline turned fo tame, that 
there will be no opportunity to cry about the 
ftreets, a dangerous plot ? Will peace bring fuch 
plenty, that no gentleman will have occaiion to 
go upon the highway, or break into a houfe ; I 
am lorry, that the world fhould be fo much im- 
pofed upon bv the dreams of a falfe prophet, as to 
imagine the Millennium is at hand. O Grub- 
ftrect ! thou fruitful nurlery of towering gcniufcs ! 
How do I lament thy downfal ? Thy ruin could 
never oe meditated by any who meant well to En- 
glilh liberty : no modern Lycieum will ever equal 
thy glory: whether in fofc paftorals thou didft ling 
the flames of pampered apprentices and coy cook- 
maids ; or mournful ditties of departing lovers; 
or if to Maeonian ftrains thou rais’d thy voice, to 
record the ftratagems, the arduous exploits, and 
the notfturnal lealade of needy heroes, the terror 
ot your peace! ul citizens, deferibing the powerful 
13city or the artful Picklock, or the fecret caverns 
and grottos of Vulcan fweating at his forge, and 
flamping the queen’s image on viler metals, which 
he retails for beef, and pots of ale : or if thou 
wert content, in Ample narrative, to relate the 
ci uel adfs of implacable revenge, or the complaints 
of ravilhed virgins, blufhing to tell their adven¬ 
tures before the Aliening croud of city damfels ; 
whillt in thy faithful hiftory thou intermingled 
the graveft counfds and the 'pureft morals. Nor 
lefs acute and piercing wert thou in thy learch and 
pompous delci iption of the works of nature ; whe¬ 
ther in proper and emphatic terms thou didft paint 
the blazing comet’s Aery tail, the ftupendous force 
of dreadful thunder and earthquakes, and the un¬ 
relenting inundations. Sometimes, with Machia- 
velian lagaciiy, thou unravelled intrigues of date, 
and the trairerous confpiracies of rebels, giving - ^ - 
wile counfcl to monarchs. How didft thou move 
our terror and our pity with thy paffionate fcenes 

between 
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between Jack Catch and the heroes of the Old- 
Bailey ! How didft thou defcribe their intrepid 
march up Holborn-hill! Nor didft thou foine left 

in thy theological capacity, when thou gaveft gho t- 

ly counfel to dying felons, and didft record he 
guilty pangs of fabbath-breakers. , How will he 
noble arts of John Overton’s * painting and tculp- 
ture now languid ! where rich invention proper 
exprtfiion, correft defign, divine attitudes, and 
artful contraft, heightened with the beauties of 
Clar-Oblcur embelliftied thy celebrated pieces, to 
the delight and aftonifhnient of the judicious mul¬ 
titude ! Adieu, perluaftve eloquence . the quaint 
metaphor, the poignant irony, the proper epithet 
and the lively fimile, are fled for ever ! Inftead of 
thefe, we fhall have, I know not what !— ihe il¬ 
literate will tell the reft with pleaiure f ! 

I hope, the reader will excufe this digreffion due 
by way of condolance to my worthy brethren of 
Grub-ftreet, for the approaching barbarity that is 
likelv to overfpread all its regions, by this opprel- 
flve and exorbitant tax. It has been my good for¬ 
tune to receive my education there ; and io long 
as I preferved fome figure and rank amongft the 
learned of that fociety, I fcorned to take my de¬ 
gree either at Utrecht or Leyden, though I was 
offered it gratis by the proftcflbrs in thole univer- 
fities. 

* The engraver of the cuts before the Grob ftreet papers. 

-h Vid. the preface to four fermons by William Fleetwood, bilhop 
of St. Afaph, printed in 1712; where having displayed the beauti¬ 
ful and pleating profpeft which was opened by the war, he complains 
that the fpirit of difeord had given us in its ftead. I know not 
w bat— Our enemies will tell the reft with pleafure. 1 h'S pretace 
was by order of the Houfe of Commons, burnt by .the hangman in 
Palace-yard, Weftminfter. , . . 

Many at this time did imagine the hiftory of John Bull , and th«. 
perlonages mentioned in it, to be allegorical, which the aut..or would 
never own. Notwithftanding, to indulge the reader’s tan. y and cU- 
riofity, I have printed at the bottom of the page the fuppoied ahuli- 
•ns of the muft obfeure ports of the ftory. 

o And 
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And now, that pofteriry may not be ignorant in 
what age fo excellent a hiitory was written (which 
would otherwife, no doubt, be the fubjedt of its 
enquiries), I think it proper to inform the learned 
ot future times, that it was compiled when Lewis 
the XlVth was king of France, and Philip his 
grandlon, of Spain ; when England and Holland, 
in conjunction with the emperor and the allies, 
entered into a war againft thel'e two princes, which 
lafted ten years under the management of the Duke 
of Marlboroug, and was put to a conclufion by 
the treaty of Utrecht, under the miniftry of the 
Earl of Oxford, in the year 1713 . 
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P A R T 
CHAP. I. 


I. 


The occafion of the law-fuit. 

I NEED not tell you cf the great quarrels, that 
have happened in our neighbourhood iince the 
death of the late Lord Strutt * ; how the parfon +, 
and a ± cunning attorney, got him to fettle his ci- 
tate upon his coufin fl Philip Baboon, to the great 
difappointmentof his coufm § Efqutre South. Some 
ftick not to fay, that the parlon and the attorney 
forged a will, for which they were well paid by the 
family of the Baboons: let that be as it will, it is 
matter of faft, that the honour and eftate have con¬ 
tinued ever fince in the perlon of Philip Baboon. 

You know, that the Lord btrutts have tor many 
years been poffeffed of a very great landed eftate, 
well conditioned, wooded, watered, with coal, fait, 
.tin copper, iron, &c. all within thernfclves; that 
it has been the misfortune of that tamny to be the 
property of their ftewards, tradelmen, and interior 
iervants, which has brought great incumbrances 
upon them : at the fame time, their not abating oi 
their expenfive way of living lias forced them to 

* Charle' II. of Spain and without ii;ue, and 

+ Card. Poitocarero, and the , , f f 

t Marshal of Ha.court, employed, as is fuppofeJ by the houfc ot 
BoJrhun, prevailed upon him to make a will, by which he lut.cd 
the fuccefliun of the Spanilh monarchy upon 

|i pnilip of Bourbon Duke cf Anjru, though his right had, by the 
moft folemn renunciations, been barred in favour oi 
n The Archduke Charles of Aulliia j 

V mortgage; 
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mortgage their beft manors: it is credibly reported 
that the butchers and bakers bill of a Lord Strutt 
that lived two hundred years ago, are not yet paid. 

When Philip Baboon came firft to the poffcflion 
of the Lord Strutt’s eftate, his tradefmen, as is u- 
fual upon fuch occafions, waited upon him to wifh 
him joy and befpeak his cuftom : the two chief were 
John Bull the clothier, and f Nic. Frog the li¬ 
nen draper: they told him, that the Bulls and the 
frogs had ferved the Lord Strutts with drapery 
ware for many years ; that they were honeft anc* 
lair dealers ; that their bills hau never been quelli- 
oned ; that the Lord Strutts lived generoufly, and 
never ufed to dirty their fingers with pen, ink and 
counters ; that his Lordfhip might depend upon 
their honefty; that they would ufe him as kindly, 
as they had done his predeccfibrs. The young lord 
feemed to take all in good part, and difmiired them 
with a deal of feeming content, alluring them he 
did not intend to change any of the honourable 
maxims of his predeceiTors. 

CHAP. II. 

How Bull and Frog grew jealous, that the Lord Strutt 
intended to give all his cujlom to his grandfather 
Lewis Baboon J. 

TT happened unfortunately for the peace of our 
1 neighbourhood, that this young lord had an old 
cunning rogue, or (as the Scots call it,) a falfe loon , 
of a grandfather, that one might juftly call a Jack 

* the Fnglifh, and 

f th Du’ch, congratulated Philip upon a fucceflion, which they* - 
were not able to prevent : but to difappoint the ambition of 

} L:\vis the XIV. and hinder the French nation, whofe 

C C 2 
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of all trades *; fometimes you would fee him behind 
his counter felling broad-cloth, fometimes mea- 
furine linen; next day he would be dealing in mer¬ 
cery ware ; high-heads, ribbons, gloves, tans, and 
la cl, he underftood to a nicety; Charles Mather 
could not bubble a young beau better with a toy 
K av, he would defeend even to the felling ot tape, 
garters, and fhoe-buckles. When {hop was ihut 
up, he would go about the neighbourhood, and 
earn halt a crown by teaching the young men and 
maids to dance. Bv ihefe methods he had acquired 
immenfe riches, which he ufed to fquander f away 
at back-fword, and quarter ftaff, and cudgel-play, 
in which he took great pleafure, and challenged ail 
the country. You will fay it is no wonder it Bull 
and Frog ihould be jealous of this fellow. “ It is 
“ not impoflible (fays frog to Bull,) but this o 
“ rogue will take the management of the young 
“ lord’s bufinefs into his hands; be fidcs the ralcal 
has good ware, and will l'trve him as cheap as 
« any body. In that cafe, I leave you to judge 
“ what mud become of us and our families ; we 
“ mult ftarve, or turn j uineymen to old Lewis 
*< Baboon ; therefore, neighbour, 1 hold it advi.e- 
ti a ble, that we write to young Lord Strutt to know 
“ the bottom of this matter. 


CHAP. III. 

A copy of Ball and Frogs letter to Lord Strutt. 

MY LORD, . , . u lle 

T SLPP’vJhE your Lordfliip knows, that the Bulls 
1 an d the Frogs have ferved the Lord Strutts with 

* trad" and charaftsr are thus deferibed, and \shoie king had a 
4 ft, (lg difpoliiion to war, from becoming too potent, an -Hi 
formed to “ procure a reafonable fali.taflion to the h ufe of Au- 
“ lhi i tor as pretsnfioas to the Spamlh fuccelhon, and fufficient 
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all forts of drapery-ware time out of mind; and 
whereas we are jealous, not without reafon, that 
your Lord (hip intends henceforth to buy of your 
grandfire old Lewis Baboon ; this is to inform your 
Lordlhip, that this proceeding does not fuit with 
the circumftances of our families, who have lived 
and made a good figure in the world by the genero- 
fity of the Loid Strut’s. Therefore we think fit 
to acquaint your Lordlhip, that you mud find fuf- 
ficient fecurity * to us, our heirs and affigns, that 
you will not employ Lewis Baboon ; or elie we will 
take our remedy at law, clap an action upon you of 
20,000 1. for old debts, ieize and diltrain y ur 
goods and chattels, which, confidering your Lord- 
ihip’s circumftances, will plunge you into difficul¬ 
ties, from which it will not be eal’y to extricate 
yourfelf; therefore we hope, when your Lordlhip 
has better conlidered on it, you will comply with 
the defire of 


Your loving friends. 


JOHN BULL, 
NIC. FkOG. 


Some of Bull’s friends advifed him to take gentle 
methods with the young lord; but John naturally 


loved rough play. It is impoffible to exprefs tl.e 
furprize of the Lord Strutt upon the receipt of this 
letter ; he was not fiulh in ready > either to go to law. 


or clear old debts; neither could he find good bail: 
lie offered to biing matters to a friendly accommo¬ 
dation; and promifed, upon his word of honour, 
that he would not change his drapers ; but all to no 
purpole, for Buil and Frog law clearly that old 
Lewis would have the cheating of him. 

“ * fecurity to England and Holland for their dominions, naviga- 
" lion, and commeise, and to prevtn the union of the t*o mona 

chit', Fiance and ttpain.'* To efiett thde purpofes Queen An 
was by 
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CHAP. IV. 

How Bull and Frog went to law with Lord Strutt a- 
bout the premifes , and were joined by the tejt of the 
trudefnen. 

A LL endeavours of accommodation between Loid 
Strutt and his drapers, proved vain ; jealoulies 
increafed, and indeed it was rumoured abroad, 
that Lord Strutt had befpoke his new liveries of old 
Lewis Baboon. T his coming to Mrs. Bull's * ears, 
when John Bull came home, he found all his fami¬ 
ly in an uproar. Mrs. Bull, you muft know, was 
very apt to be choleric. “ You lot, (lays fhe,) you 
<■< loiter about ale-houfes and taverns, lpend your 
“ time at billiards, ninepins, or puppet-Ihows, or 
“ flaunt about the ftreets in your new gilt chariot, 
“ never minding me nor your numerous family. 
(i Don’t you hear how Lord Strutt has be!poke Ls 
«< liveries at Lewis Baboon’s ihop ? Don’t you fee 
“ how that old fox fteais away your cuftomers, and 
“ turns you out of your bufinefs every day, and 
“ you fit like an idle drone with your hands in your 
“ pockets? Fie upon’t! up man, rouze thylelf; 
“ l 11 fell to my fhut, before I'll be fouled by that 
“ knave.” You muft think Mis. Bull had been 
pretty well tuned up by i’rcg, who chimed in with 
her learned harangue. No further delay now. but 
to council learned in the law they go, who unani- 
mouflv allured them both of the juftice and infalli¬ 
ble luccefs of their law-fuit. 

I told you before, that old Lewis B iboon was a 
fort of a Jack of all trades, which made the reft of 

* ih; parliament precipitated into the war as a principal. Among 
her allies were . 
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the tradefmen jealous, as well as Bull and Frog ; 
they hearing of the quarrel, were glad of an oppor¬ 
tunity of joining againft old Lewis Baboon, provi¬ 
ded that Bull and Frog would bear the charg s of 
the luit; even lying Ned *, the chimney. fweeper 
of Savoy, and loin f, the Portugal duftman, put 
in their claims; and the caufe was put into the 
hands of Humphrey Hocus the attorney 

A declaration was drawn up to thew, “ That 
Bull and Frog had undoubted right by preferip- 
tion to he drapers to the Lord Strutts ; that there 
“ were leveral old contracts to that purpofe; that 
Lewis Baboon had taken up the trade of clothier 
“ and draper, without ferving his ti ne or pun ha- 
“ ling his freedom; that he told goois, that were 
“ n °t marketable, without the ftatnp; thai he 
“ him felt was more fit fora bully haa a tnjdefman, 
and went about through all the country fairs 
challenging people to fight prizes, wieftling and 
cudgel-play; and abundance more to this pur- 
“ pofe.’* 1 
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CHAP. V. 

The true chdrafters of John Bull, Nic . Frog, and 
Hocus. 

■J7OR the better undemanding the following hifto- 
ry, the reader ought to know, that Bull, in the 
main, was an honeft piain-deajing fellow, choleric, 
bold, and of a very unconftant temper; he dreaded 
not old Lewis either at back-fword, tingle taulchion, 

* the Duke of Savoy, and 
■f the King of Portugal; and 

J John Ciiurch.il Duice of Marlborough was appointed general in 
chief of the confederate aimy. 


or 
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or cudgel-plav ; but then he was very apt to quarrel 
with his heft friends, efpecially if they pretended to 
govern him: i. you flattered him you might lead 
him like a child. John’s temper depended very 
much upon the air •, his fpirits role and fell with 
the weather-glafs. John was quick, and underltood. 
his bufinefs very well; but no man alive was more 
carelefs in looking into his accounts, or more cheat¬ 
ed by partners, apprentices, and lervants. I his 
was occalioned by his being a boon companion, lo¬ 
ving his bot.ie and his div rfion ; for, to fay truth, 
no man kept a better houle than John, nor Jpent 
his money more generouflv. By plain and fair 
dealing John had acquired fome plumbs, and might 
have kept them, had it not been for his unhappy 

law-fuit. _ . . 

Nic. Frog was a cunning fly whorelon, quite tne 
reverfe of John in many particulars; covetous, 
frugal; minded domeftic affairs ; would pinch his 
belly to fave his pocket ; never loft a farthing by 
carelefs fervants, or bad debtors. He did not care 
much for any fort of diverflons, except tricks of 
High German artifts, and leger-demain: no man 
exceeded Nic. in thefe; yet it mull be owned that 
Nic. was a fair dealer, and in that way acquiied 
xnmenfe riches. 

Hocus was an old cunning attorney ; and though 
this was the firft confiderable luit that ever he was 
engaged in, he fliewed himfelf iuperior in addrefs 
to moll of his profeffion : he kept always good 
clerks, he loved money, was fmooth-tongued, gave 
‘food words, and feldom loft his temper: he was 
not worfe than an infidel, for he provided plenti¬ 
fully for his family ; but he loved himfelf better 
than them all: the neighbours reported, that he 
svas hen-pecked; which was impoflible by fuch a 
mild-fpirited woman as his wife was. 
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Of the various fuccefs of the lavj fuit. 

is a bottomlefs pit; it is a cormorant, a 
harpy, that devours every thing John Bull 
was flattered by the lawyers, that hisYuit would not 
. a , bove a y e or two at moll ; that before that 
time he would be in quiet poficfTion of his bulinefs* 
yet ten long years did Hocus fleer his caufe through 
all the meanders of the law, and all the courts. No 
ikifl, no add refs was wanting; and, to fay truth. 

in 1 k not ^arve his caul’e ; there wanted not 
yellow boys to fee council, hire witneflls, and bribe 
juries: Lord Srrutt was generally caft, never had 
one verdift in his favour; * and Jolin was protnifed 
that the next, and the next would be a Anal deter¬ 
mination ; but alas! that final determination and 
happy concluhon was like an inchanted ifland, the 
nearer John came to it, the farther it went from 
him: new trials upon new points fiill arofe; new 
d 'ulus, new matters to be cleared; in lhort, law- 
yeis icldom part with fo good a caule till they have 
got the oyiter, and their clients the (hell. John’s 
ready money, book-debts, bonds, mortgages, all 
went into the lawyers pockets: then John began to 
borrow money upon Bank flock and Eaft-India 
bonds ; now and then a farm went to pot: at lalt 
it was thought a good expedient to let up Llquire 


refs Th a " aS “ rr ' ed L on a E amft France and Spain with great fuc- 
cef», and a peace might have been concluded upon the principles of 
U, al tancc ; but apartt.on of the Spamlh dominions in fa/o^nf 
ie n ".!e of Auftna, and an engagement that the fame perfon 
flu.cr be king ot France and Spain, were not now thought fufficient. 

' 0L - VI - © d South’s. 
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South’s title *, to prove the. will forged, and uif- 
poflefs Philip Lord Strutt at once. Here again was 
a new field for the lawyers, and the caufe grew 
more intricate than ever. John grew madder and 
madder ; where ever he met any of Lord btrutt => 
fervants, he tore off their cloaths: now and then 
you would fee them come home naked, without 
fhoes, {lockings, or linen. As for old Lewis ba¬ 
boon, he was reduced to his lafHhift, though he 
had as many as any other: his children were ru u- 
ced from rich iilks to Doily ftutfs, his fervants m 
racs, and bare-footed ; inftead of good victuals, 
thev now lived upon neck-beef and bullock s livei . 
in fhort, no body got much by the matter, but the 
men of law. 

sW H 3 Xfef&Kk 


CHAP. VII. 


How John Bull -was fo mightily pleafed with his fuc - 
cefs, that he was going to leave off his trade, and 
turn laivyer. 


I T is wifely obferved by a great philofopher, that 
habit is a fecond nature : this was verified in the 
cafe of John Bull, who, from an honeft and plain 
tradelman, had got fuch a haunt about the courts 
of juftice, and fuch a jargon of law words, that he 
concluded himfelf as able a lawyer as any that 
pleaded at the bar, or fat on the bench: he was 
overheard one day talking to himielf after this man¬ 
ner. “ Plow capricioufly -f does fate or chance chi- 
“ pofe of mankind? Howfeldomis that bulinelsal- 


* It was v filled, t at the will in favour of Philip was contrary to 
treaty; and there was a parliamentary declaration for continuing the 
war, till he Ihcnuld be dethrones. 

-j- The ma runs and lentiments of the nation became extravagant 

and chimerical. . 

“ lotted 
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“ lotted to a man, for which he is fitted by nature ? 
“ It is plain, I was intended for a man of law : 
4 ‘ how did rny guardians miftake my genius in pla- 
“ cing me, like a mean flave, behind a counter? 
“ Blels me ! what immenfe tftates thefe fellows raife 
“ by the law ? Belides, it is the profeflion of a 
“ gentleman. What a pleafure is it to be victorious 
“ in a caule ? to fwagger at the bar ? What a fool 
“ am I to drudge any more in this woollen trade ? 
“ for a lawyer 1 was born, and a lawyer I will be ; 
“ one is never too old to learn.” All this while 
John had conned over fuch a catalogue of hard 
words, as were enough to conjure up the devil ; 
thefe he uled to babble indifferently in all compa¬ 
nies, efpecially at coft'ee-houfes ; fo that his neigh¬ 
bour tradefmen began to fhun his company as a man 
that was cracked. Inftead of the affairs of Black- 
well-hall, and price of broad cloath, wool, and 
bayfes, he talks of nothing but “ aftions upon the 
“ cafe, returns, capias, alias capias, demurrers, 
** venire facias, replevins, fuperfed as’s, certiora- 
“ ri’s, writs of error, actions of trover and conver- 
“ fion, trefp.ifles, precipe’s and dedimus.” This 
was matter of jeft to the learned in law; however. 
Hocus, and,the reft of the tribe, encouraged John 
in his fancy, alluring him, that he had a great ge¬ 
nius for law ; that they queftioned not, bur in time 
they might raife money enough by it to-reimburfe 
him all his charges; that if he ftudied, he would 
undoubtedly arrive to the dignity or a Lord Chief 
Juftice *: as for the advice of honeft friends and 
neighbours. John delpifed it; he looked upon them 
as fellows of a low genius, poor groveling mecha¬ 
nics ; John reckoned it more honour to have got 
one favourable verdiCt, than to have fold a bale of 
broad-cloath. As for Nic. Frog, to fay the truth, 
he was more prudent; for though he followed 

* Hold the balance of power. 

D d 2 law- 




How John difcovered , that Hocus had an intrigue with 
his wife ; and what followed thereupon. 


J OHN had not run on a madding fo long, had it 
not been for an extravagant bitch of a wife, 
whom Hocus perceiving John to be fpnd of, was 
refolved to win over to his fide. It is a true faying, 
** that the laft man of the parifh, that knows of 
“ his cuckoldom, is himfelf.” It was oblerved by 
all the neighbourhood, that Hocus had dealings 
with John’s wife * that were not fo much for his 
honour; but this was perceived by John a little 
too late: flie was a luxurious jade, loved fplendid 
equipages, plays, treats, and balls, differed very 
much from the f'ober manners of her anceftors, and 
by no means fit for a tradefman’s wife. Hocus fed 
her extravagancy (what was ftill more fhameful,) 
with John’s own money. Every body laid, that 
Hocus had a month’s mind to her body ; be rhat as 
it will, it is matter of fa£t, that upon all occafions 
fire run out extravagantly on the praife of Hocus. 
When John ufed to be finding fault with his bills, 
flie ufed to reproach him as ungrateful to his great- 
eft benefactor ; one that had taken fo much pains 
in his law-fuit, and retrieved his family from the 
oppreflion of old Lewis Baboon. .A good lwinging 
fum of John’s readieft calh went towards building 


ft 


* And it was believed, that the General tampered with the parlia¬ 
ment. 

of 
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of Hocus’s country houfc *. This affair between 
Hocus and Mrs. Bull was now fo open, that all the 
world were Vandalized at it; John was not foclod- 
pattd, but at laft he took the hint. The + parfon 
of the panfh preached one d ly with more zeal than 
cnle again ft adultery, J Mrs. Bull told her huf- 
5and ’ , at 1,e wa ' a v ccy uncivil fellow to ufe fuch 
coarfe language before people of condition ; that 
Hocus was or the lame mind; and that they would 
J >in to have him turned out of his living for uling 
per/onal reflections; How do you mean, fays John, 
bypcrional reflexions? I hope in God, wife, he 
did not r.flcX upon you : “ No. thank God, my 
, t rc P urat, on is too wdl eftabliihed in the world to 
„ ; CCeiV ^ from fuch a foul mouthed 

„ C T dr f l aS : h «sdoXnne tends only to make 
„ “ uflwn ds tyrants, and wives flaves; muft we be 
iiiut up, and hufbands left to their liberty? Very 
«< P1 pi ty lndeed \ a wifc mu 'f never go abroad with 
„ n- -T C t0 L leC 3 pliiy ° r a bal, i <he muft never 
„ ftir . w,,ho . ul her hufband, nor walk in Spring- 

- fl'InT"'.V" 1 " 1 "; 1 do ,a 7> hu(bjnd - and 

„ f- ! l ftj nd by it, that, without the innocent 
.« , of hfe, matrimony would be a moft in- 

, t , able ?; ,te 5 and that a wife’s virtue ought to 
« he the refult of her own realon, and not of her 
4t hufband s government; for my part, I would 
fcoin a huiband that would be jealous, if he law 

,nr + , U i h °u fftt,e - up0n him the manor of and afterwards 

to defend kith'll? h CO ° L ^ Jn " Um ’ pa ' able ° ut ot thc 

.eleend with his bon u s; over and above this an immenfe lum 

buiIdm 6 Klctlieira houfc. About this time (Nov. 6. 

- 552 T 1 prc “ h " 1 ,tmm 

t The boufe of commons voted this fermin a libel on her Mni-fty 
the „ !C | ^'emment, the revolution, the protect fu.ceilio . J , n ’l 
he ptrl- > rent ; th-y impeached him of high crimes and mi dan 

hangman ^ thrcc yWrS ' aaj thc l ‘ rm ™ bli ™ *Y ^ 


“ a fellow 
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« a fellow a bed with me All this while John’s 
blood boiled in his veins : he was now confirmed 
in all his fufpicions ; jade, bitch, and whore were 
the beft words that John gave her f. I hings went 
frorn better to work .ill Mrs. Bull aimed. .km fc 
at Jotin t, though John threw a bottle : a her 

head very brutally indeed § ; and after this, there 
was nothing but confuiion : bottles, glaffes lpoons, 
plates, knives, forks, and diflus flew about like 
duft • the refult of which was, that Mrs. Bull je 
ceived a bruile in her right fide, of which lhe died 
half a year after. The bruife impofthumated, and 
afterwards turned to a funking ulcer, which made 
every bodv fhv to come near her; yet fhe want¬ 
ed not the help of many able phyfieians, who 
attended very diligently, and did what men of ikill 
could do : but all to no purpofe, for her condition 
was now quite defperate, all regular phyfieians, and 
her nearclt relations, having given her over. 



CHAP. IX. 

Hovj fome quads undertook to cure Mrs. Bull of her 
ulcer f. 


nrHERE is nothine fo impofiible in nature but 
I mountebanks will undertake ; nothing io in- 


* TKpC. n-oreci'ine. caufed a great ferment in the nation. 

t Thfh*. somp’uinriof 
J military power, hecauls it was a.^aui c ) 

l Tfe'confufion'every dav increafed : the whig or low church par¬ 
ty Jn^the houfe of commons’ began to decline ; after mu.h contention 

and debate 

* ihe parliament was prorogued ; 

f and notwithftanding many attempts to prolong l, par.icu.arly 
fome d. faculties darted by the rrrdihle 
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credible, but they will affirm: Mrs Bull’s condirion 
was looked upon as delperatc by all the men of art; 
but there were thole that bragged they had an in¬ 
fallible ointment and pi lifter, which being applied 
to the fore, would cure it in a few days; at the 
lame time they would give her a pill, that would 
purge oft all her bad humours, fweeten her blood, 
rediify her difturbed imagination. In fpite of all 
applications, the patient grew worfe every day ; fhe 
ftunk fo, no body durft come within a ftone’s throw 
of her. except thole quacks who attended herclofe, 
and apprehended no danger. If one aiked thent, 
how Mrs. Bull did ? Better and better, laid they ; 
the parts heal, and her conftitution mends; if Ihe 
fubmits to our government, fhe will be abroad in a 
little time. Nay, it is reported, that they wrote to 
her fiiends in the country, that (lie fhould dance a 
jigg next October in Weftminfter hail, and that her 
illnels had been chiefly owing to bad phyftcians. At 
lal't, one of them was lent for in great hafte *, his 
patient grew worfe and worfe : when he came, he 
affirmed that it was a grofs miftake, and that fhe 
was never in a fairer way : bring hither the falve, 
lays he, and give her a plentiful draught of mycor- 
dial. As he was applying his ointments, and ad- 
miniftering the cordial, the patient gave up the 
ghoft, to the great confulion of the quack, and the 
great joy of Bull and his friends. The quack flung 
away out of the houfe in great diforder, and (wore 
there was foul play, for he was fure his medicines 
were infallible Mrs Bull having died without anv 
ligns of repentance or devotion, the clergy would 
hardly allow her a Chriftian burial. The relations 
had once refolvcd to fue John for the murder, but 
confidering better of it, and that fuch a trial would 
np up old fores, and dil'cover things not lo much 
to the reputation of the deceafed, they dropt thej^ 

t Lard Chancellor, it was diflalvcd on the 21ft Sept. 1710. 

deflgn. 
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f,o n . She left no will, only there was found, in 
her ftrong box, the f-llowing words, wrote on a 
f rip of piper, “ My curfe on John Bull, and all 
*. nl y poflerity, if ever they come to any compo- 
fition with the Lord Strutt 

She left three daughters, whofe names were 1 o- 
lemia, Difcordia, and Ufuria *. 



C H A P. X. 

Of John Bulls fecond wife, and the good advice that 
fe gave him t* 

J OHN quickly got the better of his grief, and 
feeing that neither his conftitution, or the af¬ 
fairs of his family could permit him to live in an 
unmarried Rate, he refolved to get him another 
wife ; a coulin of his laft wife’s was propofed. but 
John would have no more of the breed : In fhort, 
lie wedded a fober country gentlewoman, of a good 
family, and a plentiful fortune, the reverie of the o- 
ther in her temper ; not but that lire loved money ; 
for lhe was laving and applied her fortune to pay 
John’s clamorous debts, that the unfrugal methods 
of his laft wife, and this ruinous law-fuit, had 
brought him into. One day, as lhe had got her 
hufband in a good humour, lhe talked to him after 
the following manner. “ My dear lince I have 
4 been your wile, I have obferved great abules and 
“ diforders in your family ; your lervants are mu* 
4 ‘ tinous and quarrelfome, and cheat you moft abo- 


* War, faction, and ufury. 

f The new Parliament which was aver r e to the war, made 
J a representation ol the mil’managcment in the 'eve; 1 « fficcs, par- 
tjrulatly thole tor victualing and cl. aihing the na^y and army, 

i minably. 
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minably; your cook-maid is in a combination with 
“ your butcher, poulterer, and filh-monger ; your 
“ butler purloins your liquor, and the brewer fells 
4t your hog wa • ; your baker cheats both in weight 
and talc; even your milk woman and your nur- 
“ fery-maid have a fellow-feeling' your taylor, in- 
“ Itead of (Breads, cabbages whole yards of cloth ; 

btfidis, leavingfuch long Icores, and not going to 
*< market with ready money, forces us to take bad 
“ ware of the rradcfmcn at their own price. You 
“ have not ported your books thele ten years; 
“ how is it poflible for a man of bulinefs to keep 
his affairs even in the world at this rate? Pray 
“ God thi> Hocus may be honell: Would to God 
“ you would look over his bills, and lee how mat¬ 
ters (land between Frog and you # : Prodigious 
lums are (pent in this law-luir, and more mull 
“ be borrowed of feriveners and ulurers at heavy 
inrcrtll. Bclides, my dear, let me beg of you 
to lay afide that wild project of leaving your bu- 
“ linels to turn lawyer, for which, let me tell you 
nature never deligned you. Believe me, thefe 
rogues do but flatter, that they may pick your 
“ pocket; oblerve what a parcel of hungry rag- 
“ g c d fellows live by your caufe: To be fure they 
W *M never make an end of it; I forelee this haunt 
*' you have got about courts, will .one day or ano¬ 
ther bring your family to beggary. Conlider, my 
“ dear, how indecent it is to abandon your fhop, 

** an( i follow pettifoggers; the habit is fo ftrong 
upon you, that there is hardly a plea between two 
“ country elquires about a barren acre upon a com- 
“ moo, but you draw yourfelf in as bail, furety 
‘ .or follicitor J John heard her all this while 
with patience, till (he pricked his maggot, and touch¬ 
ed him in the tender point; then he broke out in- 

* and ot the Turns that had Seen expended on the war, 
t which was however Toll a favourite with the people. 

Vol. VL £ e 
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,o a violent paffion, '• What I not fit for a lawyer ! 

“ let ne tell you, my clod-pated relations lpoi 
« the greatell genius in the world, when they bit 
•• me a mechanic. Luid Strutt, and his old rogue 
of a grandlire, have found, to their coft, that 
*t cin manage a law-luit as well as anothci. 

noiln wha, you fay.” replied Mrs Bull « nor 
do I call in queltion your parts; but, 1 lay, it 
«« does not iuit with yourcirctjmftances: You and 
your predeeeflbrs have lived in good reputation 
“ among sour neighbours by the lame doaihrog 
«* trade, and it were madneis to leave it off. Blv 
«» fides, there are few thar know all the tricks and 
« cheats of thele lawyers ; does not your own ex- 
“ perience teach you, how they have drawn you on 
« from one term to another, and how you have 
« danced the round of all the courts, lull flatter. 
« ins you with a final iffue, and, for ought I can 
“ fee, your caufe is not a bit clearer than it was fe- 
ven years ago.” “ 1 will be damned, fays J hn, 
«c ;f lac ept or any compofltion from Struit, or 
,1 his grandfather t I will rather wheel about the 
“ ftreets an engine to grind knives and iciiiars , 
however, l will take your advice, and look over 
** my accounts.” 


CHAP. XT. 

How John looked over his attorney's bill. 

TT7 H E N John firft brought out the bills, the 
W lurprize of all the family was ioexpreffible at 
the prodigious dimenfions of them; they wou ^ 
have meafured with the beft bale of cloth in John ^ 
fhop Fees to judges, puny judges, clerks, pro- 
thonotaries, philizers, chirographers, nmder-clerks, 
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proclamators. council, witncflcs, jury-men, mar- 
Ihals, tip-ftaffs, criers, porters; for enrollings, ex¬ 
emplifications, bails, vouchers, returns, caveats, 
examinations, filings of writs, entries, declarations, 
replications, recordats, noli profequi's , certiorari's , 
mittimufes , demurrers, fpecial > erdi&s, informati¬ 
ons, fcire facias, fuj>e>fedeas, habeas corpus, coach- 
hire, treating of wiinefils, &c. “ Verily,” fays 

John, “ there are a prodigious number of lear- 
“ ed words in this law ; what a pretty feience 
“ it is !” “ Ay ! but hufb tnd, you have paid ror 
“ every fyllable and lett. r of thefe fine words; 
“ blefs me. what immenfe lums are at the borrom 
“ of the account !” John fpent feveral weeks in 
looking over his bills, and by comparing and (fat¬ 
ing his accounts, he dilcovered. that, belidts the 
cxrr ivagauce of every article, he had been eg.egi- 
oufly cheated ; that he had paid for council that 
were never fee’d, tor wiits that were never drawn, 
for dinners that were ne ver drrflcd, and journeys 
that were never made : in fh >rt, that the trades¬ 
men, lawyers, and Frog, had agreed to throw the 
burden of the law luit upon his Ihoulders. 

CHAP. XII. 

How John grew angry , and refotved to accept a com - 
pojtiion * ; and what methodi were praftijcd by the 
lawyers jor keeping him from it. 

W ELL might the learned Daniel Burgefs fay, 
that a law-luit is a luit for life. He that 

• When at length peace was thought to be eligible upon more 
moderate terojs, a treaty was entered into by 

E e 2 fows 
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fows his grain upon marble, will have many hun¬ 
gry belly before harvett. This John felt by woe¬ 
ful experience. John’s caufe was a good milk-cow, 
and many a man fubfifted his family out of it. 
However, John began to think it high time to look 
about him. He had a coufin in the country, one 
Sir Roger Bold f, whole predeceflbrs had been 
bred up to the law, and knew as much of it as a- 
ny body ; but having left oft' the profeflion for 
fome time, they took great pleafure in compound¬ 
ing law fuits among their neighbours, for which 
they were the averlion of the gentlemen of the long 
robe, and at perpetual war with all the country 
attorneys. John put his caufe in Sir Roger’s hands, 
defiring him to make the beft it ; the news had no 
l'ooner reached the ears of the lawyers, but they 
were all in an uproar. They brought all the relt 
of the tradelmcn upon John : ’Squire South * 
fwore he was betrayed, that he would ftarve be¬ 
fore he compounded ; Frog faid he was highly 
wronged; even lying Ned the chimney fwceper 
and Tom the duftman, complained, that their in- 
tereft was facrificed. The lawyers, folicitors, Ho¬ 
cus, and his clerks, were all up in arms, at the 
news of the compofition -f ; they abuled him and 
his wife moft fhamefully. ‘‘ You filly, aukward, 
“ ill bred, country fow, quoth one, have you no 
“ more manners than to rail at Hocus, that has 
“ faved that clodpated numfkuiled ninny-hammer 
“ of yours from ruin, and all his family ? It is 
“ well known, how he has role early and fat up 
“ late to make him eafv, when he was fotting at 
* £ every ale houfe in town. I knew his laft wife ; 

■f- Robert Harley, afterwards E. of Oxford, who was made trea- 
furer in the ftead of the Lord Godolphin, and there was now not on¬ 
ly a new parliament, but a new miniftry. 

* Themea.ure w-as oppofed by the allies and the general. 

•f- The houfe of commons was cer-fured as totally ignorant of 
bufinefs. 

“ £hc 
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“ fhc was a woman of breeding, good humour, 
and complaifance ; knew how to live in the 
“ wor,d : as for you, you look like a puppet mov- 
“ ed by clock work ; your cloaths hang upon vou 
“ as they were upon tenter hooks, and you come 
\\ '" to a room as 'f you were going to heal away a 
piis-pot : get you gone into thecountty to look 
' a [ rer y° ur mother’s poultry, to milk the cows, 
‘ churn the butter, and drefs up nolegays for a 
holy day, and not meJdle w th matters, which 
‘ you know no more of than the fign poft before 

yOUr n d< ?? r n : V is wcl1 kl, own, that Hocus had 
an eltablifhed reputation ; he never fwore an 
oath, nor told a lie in all his life he is grateful 
‘ to his benefactors, faithful to his friends, liberal 
| * us dependants, aud dutiful to his fuperiors • 
he valucs not your money more than the duft 
.« ? nde , r , h ' s T feer » but he hates to be abuled. Once 
« fora , ’ Mrs ’ M y nx ’ ,ea y e off talking of Hocus, 
or I will pull out thofe laucer eyes of yours, and 
make that red ftreak country face look as raw as 
„ an °x cheek upon a butcher’s Ball : remember, 
si/ 1 > ’ . that there arc P ,llor ies and ducking ftools.” 

With this away they Hung, leaving Mrs. Bull no 
t.me to reply. No Hone was left unturned to fright 
John from his compofirion • fometimes they fpread 
reports at coffee-houfes *. that John and his wife 
were run mad ; that they intended to give up 
houle, and make over all their cllaie to Lewis Ba- 
boon ; that John had been often heard talking to 
himlelf, and leen in the Hrcets without fhoes or 
Hoc kings ; that he did nothing from morning till 
night but beat his fervants, after having been° the 
bat matter alive: as for his wife, fhe was a mere 
natural. Sometimes John’s houle was befet with a 
whole regiment of attorney’s clerks, bailiffs, and 


bailiff's 
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bailiff's followers and otherSf« .« 

complained of want °f rr y - „i jewels, 

and' thT/Mrsl llull ffrould fell her linen and wear- 
ing-cloaths. 

CHAP. XII. 

Mrs. Buirs vindication of the indilpenfable duty of 
cuckoldom, inoi^nr up^mves, in cafe cf the 
tyranny, infidelity and infufficiency of hujbands . bc- 
Zg a^l anfJer to the doftor’. Jta. W 
adultery +. 

TOHN found daily freffi proofs of the infidelity 
J^nd bad defigns of his deceaied wife ; amon S^ 
other things, one day looking over his cabinet, he 
found the following paper. 

TT is evident that matrimony is founded upon an 
I 1 original contrail, whereby, the wife make, 
over the right (he has by the law of "»'»«“ 
con cubitus vagus., in favour ot the u BO n e ’ r ity 
which he acquires the property of all her poffenty. 
Bur then the obligation is mutual: and where me 
contrail is broken°on one fide, it ceates to bind on 
the other. Where there is a right, there muft be 
a power to maintain it, and to pumlh the oftend- 
ing party This power 1 affirm to be that oiiginal 

rilh? o? rather that mdifpenfable duty of cuckol. 

dom,’ lodged in all wives in the cales above-menn- 
t The tones reptsfenulioa of the ffeeches at Sachevetel's 
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oned. No wife is bound by any law, to which 
herlclf has not confcntcd : all (Economical govern¬ 
ment is lodged originally in the hufband and wife, 
the executive part being in the hufband ; both 
have their privileges fecurcd to them by law and 
rcafon : but will any man infer from the hu(band’s 
being inverted with the executive power, that the 
wife is deprived of her lhare, and thit which is 
the principal branch of it, the original right of 
cuckoldom ? And that Ihe lias no remedy left, but 
pieces et lathrymcx, or an appeal to a fupieme court 
of judicature ? No lels frivolous arc the arguments 
that are drawn from the general appellations and 
terms of a hufband and wife. A hufband denotes 
feveral different forts of magiftracy, according to 
the ufages and cuftoms of diffeient climates and 
counttits. In fome eaftern nations it fignifk ’9 a 
tyrant, with the abiolute power of life and death : 
in Turkey it denotes an arbitary governor, with 
power of perpetual imprilonment : in Italy it gives 
the hufband the power of poifun and padlock.-. : 
in the countries of England, France, and Holland, 
it has a quite different meaning, implying a free 
and equal government, fecuring to the wife, in 
certain cafes, ihe liberty of cuckoldom, and the 
property of pin-money, and leparate mantainance. 
So that the arguments drawn from the terms of 
huffund and wite are fallacious, and by no means 
fit to lupport a tyrannical doCtrine, as thu of ab- 
i'oluie unlimited chaftity, and co. jugal fidelity 
The general exhortations to chaltity in wives are 
meant only for rules in ordinary cafes, but they 
naturally luppofe three conditions of ability, juitice 
and fidelity in the hufband : fuch an unlimited, 
unconditioned fidelity in the wife could never be 
fuppofed by rcalonable men ; it feems a reflection 
upon the ch—ch, to charge her with doCtrines that 
countenance oppreffion. 4 

This duCtrine of the original right of cuckoldom 

is 
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is congruous <o che law of 

^^"-he.u.nou,^^ 

wives, that they ha™ ” e '' r J|‘ ^ in P former ages 

•> . • _ /%e-med engraven on their minus, 

i^on " ftrong, that nothing could 

“S'o'aflirt the illegality of cnckoldom upon any 

_ v ca fes what other means are left ? bucto a aoc 
tr'ine wounds the honour of families; unlettles the 
titles to kingdoms, honours, and tllates ; foi, 
the aftions from which luch ‘ettlemente Iprmg, 
were illegal, all that is built upon them mull be 
fo too * but the laft is abfurd. therefore the fiilt 
muft be fo likewile. What is the caufe ^ f u ’ 
roue groans at prefent under the heavy load of a 
cruel and txpenfive war, but the tyrannical cuftom 
of a certain nation, and the fcrupulous nicety of a 
lillv Qtuen *, is not exerciimg tats mdilpenlab 
duty of" cuckoldom, whereby the kingdom might 
h! el ad an heir, and a controverted fucceffion 
might have been avoided? Thele are the efetoo* 
the narrow maxims of your chngy, „ 

“ mull nor do evil, that good may come of it. 

The affertors of this indefcfiable right, an 
: us divinum of matrimony, do all in their hearts 
favour gallants, and the pretenders to married wo¬ 
men j for, if the true legal foundation ol the n a 

* The Queen rf Charles II. of Spain, upon whofc death without 
iflue the war broke opt. 
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ried Bate be once Tapped, and inftead thereof ty¬ 
rannical maxims introduced, what muft follow but 
elopements, inftead of lecret and peaceable cuckol- 
dom ? 

From all that has been faid, one may clearly 
perceive the abfurdity of the doctrine of this fedi- 
tious, difeontented, hot-headed, ungifted, unedi- 
fying preacher, aflerting, “ That the grand fecti- 
“ riiy of the matrimonial Bate, and the pillar up- 
“ on which it ftands, is founded upon the wife’s 

belief of an abl’olute unconditional fidelity to 
“ the hufband’s bed by which bold afiertion he 
ftrikes at the root, digs the foundation, and re¬ 
moves the balls, upon which the happinels of a 
married Bate is built. As for his perfonal reflecti¬ 
ons, I would gladly know who are thole wanton 
wives he Ipeaks ot; who are thofe ladies of high 
ftations, that he To boldly traduces in his fermon ? 
It is pretty plain, who thefe afperfions are aimed, 
at, for which he delerves the pillory or fomething 
worfe. 

In confirmation of this doctrine of the indii'pen- 
fable duty of cuckoldom, I could bring the ex¬ 
ample of the wifieft wives in all ages, who by thefe 
means have preferved their bufbands families from 
ruin and oblivion by want of pofterity : but whac 
has been faid, is a fuflicient ground for punching 
this pragmatical parfon. 


F f 
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The two great parties tfwhn, the Severn and the 


npHE doctrine of unlimited chaftity 
T in wives was univerfaliy eipouled l* all hu‘ 
bands- who went about the country, and made 
Actives fign papers, fig.doc- 
t rine'ttf 1 tU^en^ble duty of cuckoldom. Some 

h'trftte’otLSthTdifttatn w^'morenomi- 
li . f or the Devotos would abufe Iree 

S^Sn^estnd tboie who were dAinguiAed 

tiLtn” Z:^"on° In AgLious.iea.iA 
with the title of good advice to hufbands ; in which 
they are counfelled not to trull too much to their 
wSs owning the doftrine of unlimited conjugal 
fidelity and fo to negleft family-duty, and a due 
watchfulness over the manners ot their wives ; that 
the greateft fecurity to hufbands was a vigorous 
conftitu.ion, good ufage of their w.»es, and k eeP: 
ingthem from temptation; many hufbands h 
in a been futferers by their trufting too much to 
creneral profeffions, as was exemplified in the calc 
Sf a foolilh and negligent hufband, who trufting 
to the efficacy of this principle, was undone by h s 
wife’s elopement from him. 


Thofc who were for and againft the JoftriiTe of non refidar.ee. 
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CHAP. XV. 

An account of the conference between Mrs Bull and 
Don Diego. 

T He lawyers, as their Lift effort to put off the 
compofition, fent Don Diego to John *. 
Don Diego was a very worthy gentleman, a friend 
to John, his mother, and prefenc wife ; and there¬ 
fore fuppofed to have fome influence over her : he 
had been ill ufed himfelf by John’s lawyers, bur, 
becaufe of fome animoflty to Sir Pvoger |, was a- 
gainfl the compofuion J : the conference between 
him and Mrs. Bull was word for word as follows. 

Don Diego. Is it poffible, coufin Bull, that you 
can forget the honourable maxims of the family 
you are come of, and break your word with three 
of the honeft heft meaning perfons in the world, 
Efquire South, Frog, and Hocus, that have facri- 
ficed their interefts to yours ? It is bafe to take ad¬ 
vantage of their limplicicy and credulity, and leave 
them in the lurch at laft. 

Mrs. Bull. I am fure they have left my family 
in a bad condition ; we have hardly money to go 
to the market; and nobody will take our words 
-for a fix pence. A very fine fpark this Efquire 
South ! My hufband took him in, a dirty, fnotty- 


• Among!} other obftacles to the treaty, was the oppnfition of 
the Earl of Nottingham, a torry nobleman, who had great iiiflj- 
-cncc in the hotife of commons. 

-f- The caufa of his animofitv, from which this conduf} is ft;p- 
prf.d to proceed, was Mrs. Harley's being chofen to fucceed him as 
principal f eretory of fiate, when he was removed from that office in 
the year 1704. 

1 He expoftnlated agiinft the peace with great warmth 
faotife, when the Queen was prefen; ir.cog. 

F f 2 ncfed 
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nofeJ boy ; it was the bufinefs of half the fervant. 
to attend him ; the rogue * did baw and make 
inch a noife : fometimes he fell w the hre am 
burnt his face, fometimes broke his fhins clamber¬ 
ing over the benches, often p.fted a-bed, and al¬ 
ways came in lo dirty, as if he had been dragged 
thro’ the kennel at a boarding fchool. He loft his 
money at chuck farthing, Ihuffle-cap, and all fours; 
fold his books, pawned his linen, which we were 
always forced to redeem. Then the whole gene¬ 
ration of him are lb in love with bagpipes and pup¬ 
pet- fliows ! I wilh you knew what my hufl^nd has 
pdd at the paftry cook’s and conft&ioners foi 
Naples bifeuit, tarts, cuftards, and fweet-meats. 
All this while my hufband con fide red him as a gen¬ 
tleman of a good family, that had fallen into decay, 
gave him good education, and has fettled him in a 
good creditable way of living, having procured hint 
by his intereft, one of the be ft places ot the coun¬ 
try • and what return, think you, does this fine 
gentleman make us ? He will hardly give me or my 
hufband a good word, ora civil expreffion: m- 
ftead of Sir and Madam t (which, though I fay it, 
is our due) he calls us goody and gaffer fuch a one : 
fays, he did us a great deal ot honour to board 
with us ; huffs and dings at fuch a rate, becaule 
we will not fpend the little we have left to get him 
the title and eftate of Lord otrutt ; and then, 
forfooth, we ihall have the honour to be his 
woolen-drapers. Befides, Efquire South will be 
Efquire South ftill ; fickle, proud, and ungrate¬ 
ful If he behaves himfelf fo, when he depends 
on us for his daily bread, can any man fay what 
he will do when he is got above the world ? 

D. Diego. And would you lofe the honour ot 

* Something relating to the manners of * great Prmce, toper* 
ftition, love of operas, ihows, &c. 

■f Something relating to torms and tit.ei. 

lb 
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fo noble and generous an undertaking ? Would 
you rather accept this fcandalous compofition, and 
trud that old rogue, Lewis Baboon ? 

Mrs. Bull. Look you, friend Diego, if we law it 
on till Lewis turns honed, I am air a id our credit 
will run low at Blackwell-hall. 1 wifti every man 
had his own ; but I dill lav, that Lord Strutt’s 
money fliines as bright, and chinks as well as Efquire 
South’s. 1 do not know any other hold, that we 
tradefmen have of thcle great folks, but their in- 
tereft ; buy dear and fill cheap, and I will warrant 
ye you will keep your cuftomer. The word is, 
that Lord Strutt’s fervants have got fuch a haunt 
about that old rogue’s fhop, that it will cod us 
many a firkin of drong beer to bring them back a- 
gain ; and the longer they are in a bad road, the 
harder it will be to get them out of it. 

D. Diego. But poor Frog what has he done ! 
On my confcience, if there be an honed, lincerc 
man in the world, it is that Frog. 

Mrs. Bull. I think, I need not tell you how much 
Frog has been obliged to our family from his 
childhood * ; he carries his head high now, but 
he had never been the man he is, without our 
help. Ever lince the commencement of this law- 
fuit, it has been the bufinefs of Hocus, in {haring 
our expcnces, to plead for Frog. “ Poor Frog, 
“ fays he, is in hard circumdances, he has a nu - 
“ merous family, and lives from hand to mouth ; 
“ his children do not eat a bit of good victuals front 
“ one year’s end to the other, but live upon fait 
“ herring, four curd, and borecole ; he does his 
“ utmod, poor fellow, to keep things even in the 
“ world, and has exerted himielf beyond his abili- 
“ ty in this law-fuit; but he really has not where- 
“ withal to go on. What lignifies this hundred 


• On the other fide complaint was made of the unequal borden of 
the war. 

“ pounds 
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« pounds ? place it upon your fide of the account^ 

« it is a great deal to poor Frog, and » t,,fle *° 

« you.” This has been Hocus’s conftant Ian- 
- J°e, and I am fare he has had obligations e- 
Viough to us to have aftcd another part 

D Die20. No doubt Hocus meant all this for 
,he belt "but he is a tender hearted, charitable 
,mn • Frog is indeed in hard circumftances. . 

Bull. Hard circumftances! I Avear this is 
provoking to the laft degree *. All the time o 
the lawfuit, as faft as I have mortgaged, Frog 
has purchafed: from a plain tradefman with a 
(hop, warehoufe, and a country hut, with a dirty 
fitli-pond at the end of it, he is now grown a very 
rich country gentleman, witn a noble landed elU e, 
noble palaces, manors, parks, gardens, and farms, 
finer than any we were ever mafter of. Is it no*, 
itranee, when my hulband difburfed great furn;, 
every term, Frog fhould be purchafing forne new 
farm or manor? So that if this lawfuit laltst, he 
-will be tar the richeft man in his country. W hat 
is worfe than all this, he fteals away my cudotn. 
ers every day ; twelve of the richeft and the belt 
have left my fhop by his perfuafion, and whom, to 
my certain knowledge, he has under bonds never 
to return agfin : judge you if this be neighbourly 

dealing. . . , , r • , - 

D. Dieqo. Frog is indeed pretty cloie 1 li s 

dealings but very honeft: you are fo touchy, and 
take things fo hotly, I am lure there muft be fome 
miftake in this. 

Mrs. Bull. A plaguy one indeed! You know, 
and have often told me ot it, how Hocus, and 
thofe rogues kept my hulband John Bull drunk 
for five years together with punch and ftrong wa¬ 
ters : I am lure he never went one night lober to 

* and of the zqu'.iiticns of the Dutch in Flanders; during tiiefe 
debates the heuft ,&ck in cen'ideration, 

“ bed 
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bed, till they got him to ftgn the ftrangcft deed, 
that ever you faw in your life. The methods they 
took to manage him I will tell you another time ; 
at prefent 1 will read only the writing. 


ARTICLES of AGREEMENT 
Betwixt John Bull, Clothier, and Nicholas 
Frog, Linen-draper *. 


I. That for maintaining the ancient good cor- 
rcfpondence and friendihip between the foid pir- 
ties, I Nicholas Frog do folemnlv engage and pro- 
mife to keep peace in John Bull’s family; that nei¬ 
ther his wife, children, nor fervants give him any 
trouble, difturbance, or moleftation whatfoever, 
but to oblige them all to do their duty quietly in 
their refpettive flations : and whereas the laid 
John Bull, from the affured confidence that he has 
in my friendihip has appointed me executor of his 
laft will and telfamenr, and guardian to his child¬ 
ren, I do undertake for me, my heirs and nffigns, 
to lee the fame duly executed and performed, and 
that it fhall be unalterable in all its parts, by John 
Bull, or any body elfe : for that purpofe it lhall 
be lawful and allowable for me to enter his houfe 
at any hour of the day or night ; to break open 
bars, bolts, and doors, chelts of drawers, and 
ftrong boxes, in order to fiecure the peace of my 
friend John Bull’s family, and to lee his will duly 
executed. 

II. In confidcration of which kind neighbourly 
office of Nicholas Frog, in that he has been pleafed 


• a treaty which had been concluded by the Lord Tcwnfhcnd at 
the Hague between the Queen and the States, 101709, for fecuring 
the proteftant fucceflion, and for fettling a barrier for Holland againtt 
France. And it was refolved, that fevc:al articles of this trea ty wers 
deltruftive to the trade and intereft of Great Britain, that Lord 
Town/hend had no authority to 3gree to them, and that he and all 
thofe who advifed ratifying the treaty, were enemies to their coun- 
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,o accept of the uforefaid trull, 1 J? h " Bu 3 
i ns duly conlldered, that my friend, Nicholas 
Froa, at this time lives in a marfhy lot! and un- 
uhoHome air, infefted with fogs and damps, de- 
ilruflive of the Health of hitnfelf, wife, and child 
ren ; do bind and oblige me my heirs and affigns, 

to purchafe for the laid Nicholas Frog, with the 
belt and readied of my cafll, bonds, mortgages, 
Mods, and chatties, a landed eftatc, with parks, 
-udens palaces, rivers, fields, and outlets, con- 
lifting of as large extent as the faid NichoUsi Frog 
fhall'think fit. And whereas the la d N cho 
Froa is at prefent hemmed in too dole by the 
grounds of Lewis Baboon, matter of the leience of 
defence, I the laid John Bull do oblige myfelf. 
with the readied of my cafh, to purchafe and_ in- 
clofe the faid grounds, for as many fields and acre, 
as the faid Nicholas (hall think fit ; to the extent 
that the faid Nicholas may have free egrefr and 
regrefs, without lett or moleftation, iuitabie to th 

demands of himfelf and family. . ... 

III. Furthermore, the faid John Bull obliges 
himfelf to make the country neighbours of Nicho¬ 
las Frog, allot a certain part ot yearly rents to pay 
for the repairs of the faid landed eftate, to the in¬ 
tent that his good friend Nicholas hrog may be 

eafed of all charges. , 

IV And whereas the faid Nicholas Frog did 
contract with the deceafed Lord Strutt about cer¬ 
tain liberties, privileges, and immunities, former y 
in the pofieffion of the faid John Bull; I the laid 
John Bull do freely by theie prefents, renounce, 
iuit, and make over to the faid Nicholas, the li¬ 
berties, privileges, and immunities contracted tor 
in as full a manner as if they never had belonged 

t0 v. The faid John Bull obliges himfelf, his heirs 
and affigns, not to 1111 one rag of broad or coarle 
cloth to" any gentleman within the neighbourhood 
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of the faid Nicholas, except in fuch quantities, and 
at fuch rates, as the faid Nicholas lhall think fit. 

* Signed and fealed, 

JOHN BULL, 

NIC. FROG. 

The reading of this paper put Mrs. Bull in fuch a 
pafllon, that (lie fell downright into a fit, and 
they were forced to give her a good quantity of 
the fpirit of hartlhorn before (lie recovered. 

D. Diego. Why in fuch a paffion, coufin ? con- 
fidering your circumltances at that time, I do not 
think this fuch an unreafonable contract You fee 
Frog, for all this, is religioufly true to hisbu'gain; 
he (corns to hearken to any compofitiun without 
your privacy. 

Mrs. Lull. You know the contrary *. Read 
that letter. 

[Reads the fuperfcription.] For Lewis Baboon, 
mailer of the noble fciencc of defence. 

S I R, 

I UNDERSTAND, that you are, at this time. 

treating with nty friend John Bull, about rellor- 
ing the Lord Strutts cufiom, and belides allowing 
him certain privileges of parks and filh-ponds; I 
wonder how you, that are a man that knows the 
world, can talk with that (imple fellow. He has 
been my bubble thefe twenty years, and, to my 
certain knowledge, underllands no more of Ins 
own affairs than a child in fwaddling cloaths. 1 
know he has got a fort of a pragmatical filly jade of 
a wife, that pretends to take him out of my hands: 
but you and (he both will find yourfelves millakcn; 
I will find thole that Hull manage her; and lor 

• In the mean time the Dutch were fecretly negotiating with 
funce. 4 

Vol. VI. G g hurt. 
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him, he dares as well be hanged as ma^orm ftep 
in his affairs without my conten . 7 r , 

me what von promifed him I ft Lord 

eafy, and ftop the deeds of e^memagan, ( ^ 

haTa good" ftion again ft you for pretending to 

rob me B of my bubble. Ta^thts warntng. hoe ^ 

NIC. FROG. 

I am told, couftn Diego, you are one of thofe 
that have undertaken to manage me, and th . 

ave faid you will carry a green hag yourleW ra 
.her than we fhall make an end of our lawdu.t 

^D^D/fte^Eor God’s"fake,^ladam, w’hy f° e ^| 0 ' 
to do any fuch thing. , ve been 

Mrs. Bull. I cannot abide >ou . y , Frog, 

railing thefe twenty years at Efquire bouth, 5 * 

-d^^fd Tlfel^rgowsin 

the world. What is the meaning of all this . 

'* D Die20. Pray tell me how came you to employ 
thif Sir Roger in your affairs, and not dunk ot 

your old friend Diego. . .. 

} Mrs Bull. So, fo, there it pinches. To tell you 
truth I have employed Sir Roger m leyernl 
weighty affairs, and ha^e found him trultv and ho 
ntft and the poor man always fcorned to take a 
farthing of me. I have abundance that pro els 
ereit zeal, but they are damnable greedy ot the 
pence. My hufband and I are now in fuch c:r- 
cumftances! tlaat we muft be ferved upon cheaper 
tprnis than wc have been* « 

D Dieec. Well, coulin, I find I can do no good 
with you ; 1 am forry that you will rum youtfe.t 
by trufting this Sir Roger. CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

How the guardians of the deceafed Airs. Bull s three 
1laughters came to 'John , and what advice they gave 
him ; ’wherein are briefly treated , the char afters of 
the three daughter} : aljo John Bull’s anjwer to the 
three guardians *. 

1 TOLD you in a former chapter, that Mrs. Bull, 
before fhe departed this life, had blefled John 
with three daughters. I need not here repeat their 
names, neither would I willingly ufe any Icandalous 
reflections upon young ladies, whole reputations 
ought to be very tenderly handled ; but the charc- 
ters of tliefe were fo well known in the neighbour¬ 
hood, that it is doing them no injury to make a 
fliort defeription of them. 

The eldefk + was a termagant, imperious, prodi¬ 
gal, lewd, profligate wench, as ever breathed : llie 
ufed to rantipole about the liouie, pinch the 
children, kick the fervants, and torture the cats 
and the dogs ; {he would rob her father’s ftrong 
box, for money to give the young fellows that {he 
was fond of: ihe had a noble air, and fomething 
great in her mein, but fuch a noifome infectious 
breath, as threw all the fervants that drefled her, 
into oonlumptions; if fhe fmclt to the frelheft nofe- 
gay, it would flirivel and wither as it had been 
blighted : lhe ufed to come home in her cups, and 
break, the china and the looking-glaflcs : and was of 
fuch an irregular temper, and fo entirely given up 
to her pafiion, that you might argue as well with 
the north wind, as with her Ladylhip : fo expen- 

• The debates in parliament were however ftill continued. 

+ Polemia, war. 
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five, that the income of three diLkeJoni^ 'vas noJ 
enough to (apply her extravagance. Hocuslovea 
her bed, beliving her to be his own, got upon the 

body of Mrs. Bull. r i-ipi* 

The fecond daughter *, born a year after he. 
fitter was a peevifh, Reward, ill-condmoned crea¬ 
te ’as ever U ugly as the devil, ear,, haggard,, 
mle with faucereyes, a flvarp nofe, and hunen 
backed: but aflive, fprightly, and diligent about 
her affiirs. Her ill complexion was occationed by 
her bad diet, which was coffee, mormngy noorh and 
nighr: fhc never reded quietly a-bed; but ufed to 

difturb the whole family wither,ekmg out in her 
dreams, and plague them next day with interpre 
ting them, for Ihe took them aU for gofpel 
would cry out murder, and difturb the whole 
neighbourhood ; and when John came ™ nn ' n S 
down ftairs to enquire what the matter was, 
thine, forfooth, only her maid had ftuck a pin 
wrong in her gown : ihe turned away one feryant 
for putting too much oil in her fallad, and another 
for putting too little fait in her water-gruel; but 
fuch, as by flattery had procured her efteem, &e 
would indulge in the greateft crimeHer fathe 
had two coachmen; when one was in the coach 
box, if the coach fwung but the lead to one fide, 
£hc ufed to fhriek fo loud, that all the ftreet con¬ 
cluded fhe was overturned; but though the othei 
was eternally drunk, and had overturned the whole 
family, ihe was very angry with her father for 
turning him away. Then lire ufed to carry tales 
and flories from one to another, till fhe nad let the 
whole neighbourhood together by the ears; am. 
this was the only diverfion (he took pleafure m. b 
never went abroad, but fhe brought home fuch a 
bundle of monftrous lies, as would have amazed any 
mortal but fuch as knew her : of a whale that had 


* Cifcord'u, fiction. 
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fwallowed a fleet of (hips; of the lions being let 
out of the tower to deftroy the Proteftant religion ; 
of the Pope’s being feen in a brandy-fhop at Wap- 
ping ; and of a prodigious ftrong man, that was 
going to Ihrove down the cupola of St. Paul’s; of 
three millions of five pound pieces, that Eiquire 
South had found under an old wall; of blazing liars, 
flying dragons, and abundance of fuch ftuft. All 
the lervants in the family made high court to her, 
for Ihe domineered there, and turned out and in 
whom flic plealtd ; only there was an old grudge 
between her and Sir Roger, whom flie mortally 
hated, and ufed to hire fellows to fquirt kennel 
water upon him, as he palled along the ftreets ; lo 
that lie was forced conltantly to wear a furtout of 
oiled cloth, by which means he came home pretty 
clean, except where the furtout was a little fcanty. 

As for the third *, lhe was a thief, and a com¬ 
mon mercenary proltitute, and that without any 
folicitation from nature, for lhe owned fixe had no 
enjoyment. She had no refpttt of perfons, a prince 
or a porter was all one, according as they paid ; 
yea, llie would leave the fined gentleman in the 
world to go to an ugly pocky fellow for fixpence 
more. In the practice of her profeffion lhe had 
amafied vaft magazines of all forts of things ; 
(he had above five hundred luits of fine cloaths, and- 
yet went abroad like a cynder wench : (lie robbed 
and ftarved all the fervants, fo that no body could 
live near her. 

So much for John’s three daughter, which you 
will fay were rarities to be lond ot: yet nature will 
(hew itfclf; no body could blame their relations' 
for taking care of them ; and therefore it was that 
Hocus, with two other of the guardians, thought: 
it their duty to take care of the imereti of the three- 
girls, and give John their beft advice before lie com¬ 
pounded the law-fuit. 

• Uiuria, a fury. 
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Hocus. What makes you fo fny or late, my good 
friend ? There is no body loves yoii better than I, 
nor has taken more pains in your affairs: as I hope 
"o be yed 1 would do any thing to fcrve you ; 
would crawl upon all fours to ferve you ; I ha%e 
Zt my health and paternal eftate »n your fcrvice. 
/have indeed, a fmall pittance left, with which I 
might’retire, and with as good a conference as any 
man • but the thoughts of this difgraceful compofl- 
tion Vo touchess me to the quick, that lcanno_ 
flee p : after I had brought the caufe to the la ft 
flroke, that one verdift more had quite ruined old 
Lewis,and Lord Strutt, and put you ,n the quiet pol- 
leflion of every thing ; then to compoun . • 

not bear it. This caufe was my favourite, I ha^. 
let my heart upon it; it is like only chdd.; I can¬ 
not endure it lhould mifearry : for God s fakecon- 
flder onlv to what difmal condition old Lewis is 
brought/ He is at an end of all his cafh ; h,s attor¬ 
neys have hardly one trick left: they are at an end 
o/all their chicane ; befides, he has both his law 
and his daily bread now upon truft. Hoid out o y 
one term longer, and I will warrant you, before 
the next we (hall have him in the fleet I will bring 
him to the pillory ; his ears fell pay for h,s perju¬ 
ries For the love of God do not compound . let 
me be damned if you have a friend in the world, 
tint loves you better than I s there is no body can 
fay 1 am covetous, or that I have any iotereft to 

Guardian, There is nothing fo plain as that 
this Lewis has a deiign to ruin all his neighbouring 
trade fmen ; and at this time he has tuch a prodigious 
income, by his trade of all kinds, that if there is 
not lome flop put to his exorbitant riches, he will 
monopolize every thing: no body will be able to 
fell a yard of drapery or mercery ware but hun- 
felfc i then hold it advifeable, that you continue 
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the law-fuir, and burft him at once. My concern 
for the three poor motherlefs children obliges me 
to give you this advice; for their eftates, poor girls 
depenil upon the fuccefs of this caufe. 

3</ Guardian. I own this writ of ejc£lment has 
colt dear; but then confider it is a jewel well worth 
the purchaling at the price of all you have. None 
but Mr. Bull’s declared enemies can lay, he has any 
other lecurity for his cloathing trade, but the ejedt- 
ir.ent of Lord Strutt. The only quellion then that 
remains to be decided, is, who lhall hand the ex- 
pences of the fuit ? To which the anlwer is as plain; 
who but he that is to have the advantage of the 
fentence ? When Efquire South has got poflefllon 
of his title and honour, is not John Bull to be his 
clothier? Who then, but John, ought to put him 
in poflefllon ? Aik but any indifferent gentleman, 
who ought to bear his charges at law ? and he will 
readily anfwer, his tradefmen. I do therefore af¬ 
firm, and I will go to death with it, th *t, being his 
clothier, you ought to put him in quiet poflefllon 
of his eflate, and, with the fame generous fpirit 
you have begun it, complete the good work. It 
you perlift in the bad meafures you are now in, 
what mull become of the three poor orphans ? My 
heart bleeds for the poor girls. 

John Bull. You are all very eloquent perfons ; 
but give me leave to tell you, you exprefs a great 
deal more concern for the tluee girls than for me; 
I think my intereft ought to be conlidcred in the lirlt 
place. As for you, Hocus, I cannot but fay you 
have managed my law-fuit with great addrefs, and 
much to my honour ; and though I f-.y it, you have 
been well paid for it. Why mult the burden be 
taken off f rog’s back, and laid upon my Ihoulders ? 
He can drive about his own parks and fields in his 
gilt chariot, when I have been forced to mortgage 
my eflate : his note will go farther than my bonJ. 
Is it not matter of fa ft, that from the richefl tradef- 

ntan 
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man in all ,1 k country, ' fuclTht 

borrow from ^ ^ u M 

heart, blood, a "j! S u ’’ coun tenance better tban 
this for! Did you like 1 . d d e lation! Have 

mine! Was not I your old fnend ana ^ j ^ ^ 

X e f 0 the h 'radefmen 01 ‘be not on.ymdemnified from 
Ch r 8 'and b whmismore S ?hHr concern than mine ? 

^^outthhterm.^.^^ 

conference, has « WeM LrA 

Pt» .HouU fond rf-f-£££ 

^^Sr^s'.tr.ss: 

£ Sr ,Xuld l be Cl tt S bt to compound 

& debts for five (hillings in the pound, and to 

have his name in an advernfement foi a it - 
have ms na 0 f it make me mad. 1 

have read fomewhere in the Apocrypha, that one 
: : ntXg^h^eTnor with a buyer of e , 

- ling ; nor with an unmerciful man of kmdnels, 
&c. 1 could have added one th >"8 "' 01£ ; aw . f "“ 

with an attorney about compound, g 
The element of Lord Shut, wdl never do. Thp 
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evidence is ferimp ; the witnefles fwear backwards 
and forwards, and contradict themfelves ; and his 
tenants (tick by him. One tells me, that I muft carry 
on my fuit, becaule Lewis is poor; another, becaufe 
he is flill too rich : whom fhall 1 believe ? I am lure 
of one thing, that a penny in the purfe is the beft 
friend John can have at lalt; and who can fay that 
this will be the lalt fuit I fliall be engaged in ? Be- 
lides if this ejeCtment were p. aCticable, is it reafon- 
able, that when E'quiie South is loling his money to 
(harpers and pick pockets, going about the country 
with fidlcrs and buffoons, and iquanderin.' his in¬ 
come with hawks and dogs, I lhould lay out the 
fruits of my honeft induftry in a law luit tor him, 
only upon the hopes of being his clothier ? And 
when the caul’e is over, I fliall not have the benefit 
of my pr jcCt tor want of money to go to market 
Look ye, gentlerm n, John Bull is but a plain man. 
but John Bull knows when he is ill ufed. I know 
the infirmity of our family ; we art apt to play the 
boon companion, and throw away our money in 
our cups: hut it was an unfair thing in you, gentle¬ 
men, to take advantage of my weaknefs, to keap a 
parcel of roaring bullies about me day and night, 
with huzzas, and hunting-horns, and ringing the 
changes on butchers cleavers, never let me cool, 
and make me ict my hand to papers, when I could 
hardly hold my pen. There will come a day of 
reckoning for all that proceeding In the mean 
time, gentlemen, I beg you will let me into my af¬ 
fairs a little, and that you would not grudge me 
the (mail remainder of a very great eftate. 


Vol. VI. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

Efquirc South's ttteffagl and Utter to Mrs. Bull. 

rpHE arguments ufed ^““"p^edTnfuffic".- 
I the guardians had hitherto_? b pcr fuaded 
ent *: John and his ^ Sou dFs law-luit. 
to bear the expence of " f * he was to 

They thought it reasonable, ‘ he fhould bear the 
have the honour and advantage, h whaC 

greateft (hare of the “f^^-dances 

he loft to (harpers, an pen P u p e This was 
and puppet plays, to app J . therefore, as the 
not very grateful to Sig. Benenato*. 

laft experiment, he relo ved to ten b 
Mafterof his fox-hounds, 'pM s BulU to. ^ 
good he could do with her. This big. fil t0 

^t“trSaPfu,eii.y^hu^d^ 

.S ’5 galUntry that 
w«ep^,ed: could no, fed*. £ 

-Maces, fcorn and 

were offered flw J ' f ulcs t (rat were given 
dildatn. lhe tnulic ana leu , , han t l, e 

her, (bunded more ungrate fu y ve dElquire 

noifeof a fcreech-owl; however lh 

l°"ea whiehbecame an his quality. The copy of the 

A "+ ,htwir ' “* of ‘ 
ferii.g to bear a proportion oi ’.he expend. letter 
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letter is as follows, in which you will obferve he 
changes a little his ulual ltilc. 


i (pretended Lord Strutt,) is juft ready to pafs : 
there want but a tew neccffary forms, and a verdi# 
or two more, to put me in the quiet poffcftion of 
my honour and eftate: I queftion not, but that ac¬ 
cording to your wonted generoGty and goodnelsyou 
wi 1 give it the finilhing ftroke; an honour that I 
would '.trudge any body but yourfelf. In order to 
cafe you of tome pan of the charges, I promile to 
furnifh pen, ink, and paper, provided you pay 
for the ftamps. Befidcs, 1 have ordered my ftew- 
ai d-- to pay out of the readieft and beft of my rents, 
five pounds ten lliiliings a-year, till myluit is liniQi- 
ed. 1 wilh you health and happineis, being with 
due relpect, 


M A D A M, 


your affured friend. 


SOUTH. 


What anfwer ISlrs. Bull returned to this letter. 


vou lhall know in the fecond part, only they were at 
a pretty good diftance in their propofals ; for as 
Efquire South only offered to be at the charges of 
pen, ink, and paper, Mrs. Bull refuled any more 
than to lend her barge * to carry his council to 
Weftminfter-hall. 

• Thi' proportion was however thought to be fo inconfiderable, 
rhat the Inter produced no ether effeft, than the convoy of the forces 
by the Englilh fleet to Barcelona. 
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The HISTORY of JOHN BULL 


PARTII. 

The PUBLISHER’S PREFACE. 

T HE world is much indebted to the famous Sir 
Humphry Pole!worth for his ingenious and 
impartial account of John Bull’s law fuit: yet there 
is iuft caufe of complaint again!! him, in that he re¬ 
lates it only by parcels, and will not give us the whole 
work: This forces me, *ho am only the pubhiher, 
to beipeak thcaffiftance of his friends and acquain¬ 
tance .0 engage him to lay afide that ftingy humour, 
and gratify the curiofity of the public at once. Tie 
pleads in excufe, that.hey are only private memoirs 
wrote for his own ufe, in a loofe {file, to ferve as 
a help to his ordinary convention *, I represent¬ 
ed to him the good reception the firft part had met 
with; that though calculated only for the meridi¬ 
an of Grub-ftreet, it was >et taken notice of by the 
better tort; that the world was now tufficiently ac¬ 
quainted with John Bull, and interefted itieir in his 
concerns. He antwered, with a lmile, that he had 
indeed fome trifling things to impart, that concern- 

* This excufe of Sir Humphrey can only relate to the fecond part 
v fequel of the hiftory. See thp preface to the firft part. 

cd 
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cd John Bull’s relations and domeftic affairs ; if 
thefe would fatisfy me, he gave free leave to make 
ule of them, becaufc they would ferve to make the 
hiftory of the law fuit more intelligible. When I 
had looked over the manufeript, I found likewifc 
fume farther account of the compolition, which per¬ 
haps may not be unacceptable to luch as have read 
the former part. 


CHAP I. 

The character of John Bull's mother *. 

J OHN had a mother, whom he loved and ho¬ 
noured extremely, a dilcreet, fober, good-con¬ 
ditioned, cleanly, old gentlewoman as ever lived ; 
(he was none of your crofs-grained, termagant, fcold- 
ing jades, that one had as good be hanged as live in 
the houle with, fuch as are always cenluring the con¬ 
duit, and telling fcandalous (lories of their neigh¬ 
bours; extolling their own good qualities, and un¬ 
dervaluing thole of others. On the contrary, (he 
was of a meek fpirit, and as (he was ltriitly virtu¬ 
ous herfelf, (o (he always put the bed conftruilion, 
upon the words and aitions of her neighbours, ex¬ 
cept where they were irreconcileable to the rules of 
honefly and decency. She was neither one of your 
precife prudes, nor one of your fantaftic old belles, 
that drefs themfelves like girls of fifteen r As fhe 
neither wore a ruff, fore-head cloth, nor high crown¬ 
ed hat, fo (he had laid afide feathers, flowers, 
and crimpt ribbons, in her head-drefs, fuibclow- 
fcarfs, and hooped petticoats. She lcorned to patch, 

f The church of England, 


and 
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and paint yet (lie loved to keep l' er hand ^ an ^j' 

face clean! Though the »ore no flaunt.ngjaced 

ruffles, (hewould not keep herfe f in a ■ 

fweat with greafy flannel: Though her hair w as 
f with iewels, (he was alhamed of a d.a- 

mond crofs; lhe was not like lome ladies hung a- 
bout with toys and trinkets, tweezer-caies, p 

glaffesandeflencebott’es; fliculed only a g'dd w 

Ld an almanack, to mark the hours and the holy 

dj> Her furniture was neat and genteel, well fancied 
wiih a Zmft. A (he afteft d not the grandeur 

ln a ce in an SSKtf 

t^gather^dirt‘iinihe'^never°cou 1c! ^"prevailed 

everything : they are always highly perfumed and 

She was no lefs genteel in her behaviour, well- 

bred, without affectation, in the due mean between 
one of your affecTed curt'fying pieces of formality, 
and your romps that have no regard to the com 
mon rules of civility. There are tome ladies^ that 

affea a mighty regard for their relations; We 

muff not eat to-day, for my uncle I om, or my 
.. coufin Betty, died this time ten years: e : «> h«e 
•> a ball to night, it is my neighbour luch a ones 
« birth-day the looked upon all this as 1 S n J"¥ 
vet ibe conftantly obferved her hufband s birth day, 
her wedding-day, and fome few more. 

Though lhe was a trnly good woman, and h. 
a flncere°mothei ly love to her Ion John, yet there 
wanted not tltofe who endeavoured to create a mff- 
underftandingbetween them, and they had lo tarpre^ 
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vailed with him once, that he turned her out of 
doors *, to his great forrow, as he found after¬ 
wards, for his affairs went on at fixes and fevens. 

She was no lei’s judicious in the turn of her con- 
verfation and choice of her ftudies, in which flic 
far exceeded all her fx: your rakes that hate the 
company of all fober, grave gentlewomen, would 
bear hei’s ; and fhe would, by her handfome man¬ 
ner of proceeding, I’ooner reclaim them than fiome 
that were more lour and relerved: She was a zea¬ 
lous preacher up of • haftity, and conjugal fidelity 
in wives, and by no means a friend to the new fan- 
gled dodtrine of the indifpenlible dury of cuckol- 
dom : Though Ihe advanced her opinions with a 
be.oming aflurance, yttlhe never ufhered them in, 
as fome pofitive creatures will do, with dogmatical 
affertions. this is infallible ; M cannot be miftaken ; 
“ none but a rogue can deny it.” It has been obfer- 
ved, that fuch people are oftener in the wrong than 
any body. 

Though (he had a thoufand good qualities, fhe 
was not without her faults, among which one might 
perhaps reckon too great lenity to her fervants, to 
whom fhe always gave good council, but often too 
gentle correction. I thought I could not lay lefs of 
fohn Bull’s mother, bccaul'e lhe bears a part in the 
following tranfadtions. 

* In the rebellion cf 1641. 
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rh . rUarafter of John Bull's fifter Peg *, with the 
T %nrZfZt ^happened between wflcr and rn.fi m 
their childhood. 

■JOHN had a fifter, a poor girl that had been fta'- 
J “d at nurfe; any body would have gueffed n tfs 
, n have been bred up under the influence 0. a ciu 
*? i^dame and John to be the fondling of a ten- 
d'r ft ltr!’ John looked ruddy 

:„^'wa 0 n,tif k fl« had theJreen fickntf. 1I » no 
^nntler for Tohn was the darling; he had all tne 
lod biit, wa crammed with good pullet chicken 
S - onnfe and capon, while Mils had only a little 
SmS and watet or a dry cruft without butter. 
John had hi . golden pippins, P each “’ y ac lcben y‘. 

rines: poor Mifs a crab app e, floe, 01 ?blackbei y. 
Miherlav in the bell: apartment, with his bed 
chamber towards ,he (outh fun. Mifs lodged in a 
warret expoled to the north wind, which Unveiled 
her countenance ; however, this ufage, thoug> 
Hinted the girl in her growth, gave her a hai >, 
conftkution t (he lud life and Writ in abundanee 
and knew when (he was ill ufed : Now and then the 
would feize upon Johns commons match a teg f 

n nu Uet or a bit of good beef, for which they 
were tae to go to fifty cuffs. Matter was indeed 
too ftrong for her ; but Mils would not yield in the 
Seaft point but even when Matter had got her down 
Ihe would fcratch and bite like a tyger , w 


* The nation and church of S- <*• 


gave 
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gave her a cuft on the ear, lhe would prick him 
with her knitting needle. John brought a great 
chain one day to tye her to the bed port ; tor which 
affront, Mifs aimed a penknife at his heart f In 
fhort, thefe quarrels grew up to rooted averlions ; 
they gave one another nick-names ; lhe called him 
gundy guts, and he called her loufy Peg; though 
the girl was a tight clever wench as any was, and 
through her pale looks you might dil'cern fp:ric 
pnd vivacity, which made her not, indeed, a pei* 
fc£t beauty, but fomething that was agreeable. It 
was barbarous in parents not to take notice of thclc 
early quarrels, and make them live better togethti, 
fucli domelfic feuds proving afterwards the occalion 
of misfortunes to them both. Peg had, indeed, 
lome odd humours, and comical antipathy, for 
which John would jeer her. “ What think you ot 
“ my lifter Peg, lays he, that faints at the lound 
“ of an organ, and yet will dance and frilk at the 
“ noifeofa bag pipe?” “What’s that to you, 
“ gundy-guts, quoth Peg, every body’s to chufe 
“ their own muftc.” Then Peg had taken a fancy 
not to fay her P atcr-no(ler , which made people ima¬ 
gine ftrange things of her. Of the three brothers, 
that have made luch a clutter in the woild, Lord 
Peter, Martin, and Jack, Jack had of late been her 
inclinations * : Lord Peter lire detelfed. not did 
Martin ftand much better in her good graces, but 
Jack had found the way to her heart. 1 have oiten 
admired, what charms lhe difeovered in that auk- 
ward booby, till l talked with a perion that was 
acquainted with the intrigue, who gave me the tol* 
lowing account of it. 

+ Hcnrv VIII. to unite lhe two kingdomsmder one fovereign, of- 
fe-. J hisdaii .liter Mary to James V. of Scot's .J ; this offer was re- 
JCfted and followed b> a war: to this event probibly lhe author 

• Love of prelbjtcry. 
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CHAP. III. 


Jack's charms f, or the method by which he gained 


Peg's heart. 



lie was 
tell you 
lidies. 


Tack had a mod fcandalous tongue, and perfuad- 
ed Peg, that all mankind, belldes himtelt, were 
posed by that fcarlet faced whore Signiora Bubo- 
nia*. “ As for his brother, Lord Peter, mete¬ 
or kens were evident on him, blotches, fcabs, and 

“ the corona: his brother Martin, though he .was 

“ not quite fo bad, had fome nofturnal pains, 
c« which his friends pretended were only icorbuti; 

“ cal; but he was fure it proceeded from a worie 
“ caufe.” By fuch malicious infinuations, he had 
poffeffed the lady, that he was the only man in the 
world of a found, pure, and untainted conftitu- 
tion : tho’ there were fome that Buck not to lay, 
that Signiora Bubonia and Jack railed at one ano¬ 
ther, only the better to hide an intrigue ; and that 
Jack had been found with Signiora under his cloak, 
carrying her home in a dark ftormy night. 

Jack was a prodigious ogler ; he would og e you. 

Character of the Preftyterians. 

* The whore of Babylon, or the Pope. 


the 
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the outfide of his eye inward, and the white up¬ 
ward. 

Jack gave himfelf out for a man of a great ef- 
tate in the fortunate iflands; of which the lole pro¬ 
perty was veded in his perfon : by this trick he 
cheated abundance of poor people of lmall Turns, 
pretending to make over plantations on the faid 
iflands; but when the poor wretches came there 
with Jack’s grant, they were beat, mocked, and 
turned out of doors. 

I told you that Peg was whimfical, and loved any 
thing that was particular: in that way. Jack was 
her man, for he neither thought, fpoke, drefled, 
nor a died like other mortals: he was for your bold 
flrokes, he railed at fops, though he was himfelf 
the mod affedled in the world; inflead of the com¬ 
mon falhion, he would vifithis miltrefs in a mour¬ 
ning cloak, band, fhort cuffs, and a peaked beard. 
He invented a way of coming into a room back¬ 
wards, which, he faid, (hewed more humility, and Id's 
affedlation : where other people flood, he fat; where 
they fat, he flood ; and when he went to court, he 
ufed to kick away the date, and fit down by his 
prince cheek by jole ; Confound thefe dates, fays 
he, they are a modern invention : when he fpok 
to his prince, he always turned hisbr—ch upone 
him: if he was advifed to fad for his health, he 
would eat road beef; if he was allowed a more 
plentiful diet, then he would be fure that day to 
live upon water gruel; he would cry at a wedding, 
laugh and make jeds at a funeral. 

He was no Ids fingular in his opinions; you 
would have burd your fides to hear him talk of po¬ 
litics * : “ All government, fays he, is founded 
“ upon the right didribution ot punifhments ; de- 
“ cent executions keep the world in awe; for that 
<‘ real'on the majority of mankind ought to be hang- 


* Abfoiute predeftination. 


I i 2 
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“ ed every year. For example, I fuppofe, the ma¬ 
rt glftratel ought to pals an irreverlible feurence 
“ upon all blue eyed children from the cradle t • 

“ but that there may be fome ihew ot ju 
“ this proceeding, thefe children ought to be train- 
“ ed up by mailers, appointed for that pur pole, to 
«< all forts* of villainy ; that they may deferve then 
“ fate, and the execution of them may ferve as 
“ object of terror to the reft of mankin • 
the giving of pardons, he had this Angle method 
iliaMvlien rhefe wretches had .he rope about .tor 
necks, it fliould be enquired, who believed they 

fhould be hanged, and who not ? 1 he hrlt as 
be pardoned, the laft hanged out-nght. Such as 
were once pardoned, were never to be J iai ?S e , d f . . 

terwards for any crime whatloever 4 -. He had fuch 
{kill in phyliognomy, that he would pronounce pe- 
remtorily upon a man’s face, that fe ow, < > 

do what he will, cannot avoid hanging; he has a 
hanging look. By the fame art he would prognolti- 

cate a principality to a fcoundrel. 

He was no leis particular in the choice of his it - 
dies; they were generally bent towards exploded 
chimeras, th epefpetuum rrobile**, the circular lho , 
philofopher’s ftone, filent gun-powder, making 
chains for fleas, nets for flies, and inftruments to 
unravel cobwebs and Iplit hairs. 

Thus, 1 think, I have given a diftioft account ot 
the methods he praftifed upon Peg. Her brother 
would now and then a£k her, lt hat a c\i 
“ thou lee in that pragmatical coxcomb to 
“ thee fo in love with him ? he is a tit match tor 

“ a tailor or a fhoemaker’s daughter, but not tor 

“ you that are a gentlewoman.” “ fancy is tree 
“ quoth Peg: I will take my own way, do you 


J ; a belief that one (hall certainly be faved. 

\ Election. ** The learning of the Prefoyteiuns 


take 
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f* talceyours. I do not carc for you flaunting beaus, 
“ that gang with their Breads open, and their farks 
“ over their waiftcoats; that accoft me with fct 
“ fpeeches out of Sidney’s Arcadia, or the Acade- 
«* rny of compliments. Jack is a fober, grave, 
** young man; though he has none of your (tudied 
“ harangues, his meaning is fincere: he has a great 
“ regard tohis father’s will; and he that has {hewn 
“ himfclf a good fon, will make a good hufband; 
“ befides, I know he has the original deed of con- 
“ veyancc to the fortunate iflands; the others are 
** counterfeits.’’ I here is nothing fo obftinate as a 
young lady in her amours j the more you crofs her, 
the worfe fhe is. 


CHAP. IV. 

How the relations reconciled John and his fijler Peg t 
and what return Peg made to John's mejjage *. 

J OHN BULL, otherwife a good-natured man, 
was very hard hearted to his lifter Peg, chiefly 
from an averlion he had conceived in his infancy. 
While he flourilhed, kept a warm houfe, and drove 
a plentiful trade, poor Peg was forced to go hawk¬ 
ing and peddling about the ftreets, felling knives, 
fcitVars, and fhoe buckles ; now and then carried a 
balket of fifh to the market; fewed, fpun, and knit 
fora livelihood, till her fingers-ends were fore; and 
when lire could not get bread for her family, Ihe 
was forced to hire them out at journey-work to her 
neighbours. Yet in thefe her poor circumftances 
lhe ftill prefrved the air and mein of a gentlewo¬ 
man, a certain decent pride, that extorted relpect 

• The treaty of Union between EnjhnJ and Scotl.nJ. 

from 
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from the haughtieft ot her neighbours; when (he 

came into any fnil affembly, (he would not y,eld 
,he pa j to the bcft of them. If one afted Iter are 

not you related to John (lull i “ 
has the honour to be my brother. So 1 eg s affairs 
went, till all the relations cried out fliame upon 
Tohn for his barbarous ufage of his own flefii and 
blood; that it was an eafy matter for him to put 
her in a creditable way of living, not onlv wit horn 
hurt but with advantage to hunfelf, feeing fhe was an 
induftrious perfon. and might beferviceable to him 
in his way ofbufinefs. “ Hang her, jade, ouoth 
“ John; I cannot endure her, as long as fhe keeps 
“ that rafeal Jack’s company. ’ I hey told him the 
wav to reclaim her was to take her into his houie , 
that by converfation the childifli humours of their 
younger days might be worn out. lhefe argu¬ 
ments were inferred by a certain incident. It hap¬ 
pened that John was at that time about making his 
will*, and entailing his eftate, the very fame m 
which Nic. Frog is named executor. Now, h.s lifter 
Peg's name being in the entail, he could not make 
a thorough fettlement without her content. ihere 
was, indeed, a malicious ftory went about as it 
John’s wife had fallen in love with Jack, as 
lie was eating cuff ard on horfeback f ; that fhe per- 
iuaded John to take his lifter into the houie, the 
better to drive on the intrigue with Jack, concluding 
he would follow his miftrefs Peg. AH I can in «.r 
from this ftory, is, that when one has got a bad 
chara&er in the world, people will report am. bc- 
l.cve any thing of one, true or falfe. But to return 
to my ftory ; when Peg received John s meflage, me 

* The fucceflion to the crown having been fettledI by aft of F* r " 
liamcnt in England, upon the We of Hanover, and no fuch ^ h ^ 
xinc parted in Scotland, then a feparate kingdom, it t.uu. .. 

•rooer time to complete the union which had been often attempted, 
and which was rec mmended to the Scots by K. Wnlam HI. 

f A I’rcftyteriafc Lord Mayor cf London. l' U gcd 
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huffed and ftormed like the devil * : “ My brother 
“ John, quoth (he, is grown wondevous kind-hcart- 
“ ed all of a fudden, but I mciklc doubt, whether 
“ it be not mair for his own conveniency than for 
44 my good; he draws up his writs and his deeds, 

“ forfooth, and I muff fet my hand to them, un- 
44 fight unfeen. I like the young man he has fettled. 
“ upon well enough, but I think I ought to have 
“ a valuable confederation for my confent. He 
“ wants my poor little farm, becaufe it makes a 
“ nook in his park wall: ye may e’en tell him, he 
44 has mair than he makes good ufc of; he gangs 
44 up and down drinking, roaring, and quarrel- 
“ ling, through all the country markets, making 
“ fooliffi bargains in his cups, which he repents 
“ when he is lober; like a thriftlefs wretch, fpen- 
“ ding the goods and gear that his forefathers won 
“ with the l'weat of their brows; light come, light 
“ go, he cares not a farthing. But why fhould I 
“ ltand lurety for his contracts? the little I have 
4 ‘ is free, and I can call it my awn ; hame’s hame, 
“ let it be never fo hamely, I ken him well enough : 
“ he could never abide me, and when he has his 
“ ends, he’ll e’en ufe me as he did before. I am furel 
“ (hall be treated like a poor drudge; I (hall be fet 
“ to tend the bairns, dearn the hole, and mend the 
4 ‘ linen. Then there’s no living with that old carlin 
“ his mother •, (he rails at Jack, and Jack’s an honeff 
“ er man than any of her kin : I fhall be plagued with 
44 her fpells and her Pater nojlers, and filly °‘d- 
44 world ceremonies ; I mun never pair my nails on a 
44 Friday, nor begin a journey on Childermas-day ; 
*• and 1 mun ftand becking and binging, as I gang 
“ out and into the hall. Tell him he may e'en gang 
4i his get ; I'll have nothing to do with him ; I’ll 
44 ft.ty, like the poor country moufe, in my awn 
4 ‘ habitation.” So Peg talked ; but for all that, by 

* The Scots exp'efTd their fears for the Prefbyterian government 
and of being burdened with the Englilh national debts. 

the 
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. :„., rn1 ntion of good friends, and by many 
a bonny thing that was fent, and many more that 
were promil?d Peg, the matter was concluded, 
and Pec taken into the houfe upon certain articles, 
one ot which was, that fhe might have the freedom 

of Jack’s converfation t, and might take um 

b i er and worfe, if Ate pleated; provided a - 
wa“ he did no. come in.o the houfe at unfeafon. 
able hours, anddifturb the reft, or the old woman, 
John’s mother. 


CHAP. V. 

Of feme quarrels , that happened after Peg was taken 
J inti the family *• 

TT is an old obfervation, that the S ua " e ' s 
i lations are harder to reconcile than any oth , 
injuries from friends fret and S a ' nor % | Thl , 
memory of them is not So eafily obliterated. This 
is cunningly reprefented by one of your old fages, 
called aEfop. in the ftory of the 1aird, that. was 
grieved extremely at being wounded with anarro 
leathered with his own wing; as alto of the oak 
that let many a heavy groan, when he was 
with a wedae of his own timber. . 

There was no man in the world ^efs fubjea to 
rancour than John Bull, conftdermg how^of.en 
his fiood-nature had been abultd ; yc 
know but he was ,oo apt to hearken to tattling 
neople that carried tales between hnn and his lifte 
Pc> on purpofe to fow jealoulies, and fet them to¬ 
gether by the ears. They fay that there were fotne 

t of the rnidei Of anion, I-*** »- 

hardfliips 
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hardflfips put upon Peg, which had been better 
let alone; but it was the bufinefs of good people to 
reftrain the injuries on one lide, and moderate the 
refentments on the other : a good friend a£ts both 
parts; the one without the other will not do. 

The purchafe money of Peg’s farm was ill paid -f; 
then Peg loved a little good liquor, and the fer- 
vants fliut up the wine cellar ; but for that Peg 
found a trick, for fhe made a falle key Peg’s 
fervants complained that they were debarred from 
all manner of bufinefs, and never fuffered to touch 
the leaft thing within the houfe * ; if they offered 
to come into the warehouie, then l'trait went the 
yard flap over their noddle ; if they ventured into 
the counting-room, a fellow would throw an ink 
bottle at their head ; if they came into the belt a- 
partment, to fet any thing there in order, they 
were faluted wi:h a broom ; it they meddled with 
any thing in the kitchen, it was odds but the cook 
laid them over the pate with a ladle : one that 
would have got into the ftables, was met by twd 
rafeals, who fell to work with him with a brulh 
and a curry comb ; fome climbing up into the 
coach-box, were told, that one of their compani¬ 
ons had been there before, that could not drive ; 
then flap went the long whip about their ears. 

On the other hand it was complained, that Peg’s 
fervants were always afking for drink-monev + ; 
that they had more than their {bare of the Chrift- 
mas box : to fay the truth, Peg’s lads bullied pret¬ 
ty hard for that, for when they were endeavour¬ 
ing to lock it up, they got in their great fills, and 

f By the 15th article of the treaty of union, it was agreed that 
Scotland fhould have an equivalent for leveral cull ms and excifcs to 
which the would become liable, and this equivalent was not paid. 

J Run wine. 

* By the tclt-ait diilentcrs are excluded from places and employ¬ 
ments. 

-J- Endeavoured to gee their ftiare of places. 
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pulled out handfuls of half-crowns, (hilHng*. and 

L-pences. Others in the fcrairible picked up 
guineas and broad-pieces. But there ba PP ene .? a 
worfe thing than all this ; it was complained that 
Peg’s fervants had great ftomachs, and br ° u S b jf 
many of their friends and acquaintance to-the able 
that John's family was like to be eat out of home 
and home. Indeed of regulating this matter « 
ought to be, Peg’s young men were thruft away 
from the table; then there was the devil and all to 
do ; fpoons, plates, and didies flew about the room 
like mad: and Sir Roger, who was now major da¬ 
rn, had enough to do to quiet them. Peg laid th s 
was contrary to agreement, where y ie Wd ? .. 
things to be treated like a child of the family, 
then fhe called upon thofe that had made berluch 
fair promifes, and undertook for her brother John s 
good behaviour ; but, alas! to her cofHhe found 
that they were the firft and readied to do her the 
injury. ' John at lalt agreed to this regulation*, 
that Peg’s footman * might fit with hls bt ^ k ', Ue P* 

er, journev-men, and apprentices ; and Peg » Det- 

ter lort of'fervants might lit with his footmen, it 

th Thai they began to order plumb-porridge and 
minced pves for Peg’s dinner : Peg told them le 
had an averfion to that fort of food; that upon 
forcing + down a rneis of it lome yeaio ago, 1 
threw her into a fit, till die brought it up again. 
Some alleged it was nothing but humour, that the 
fame mefs fhould be ferved up again lor iupper, 
and breakfaft next morning ; others would have 
made ufe of a horn ; but the wiier fort bid let hei 
alone, and Ihe might take to it of her own accord. 

* Ai tides of union, whereby they could make a Scats Common¬ 
er, but not a Lord, a Peer. . T 

-j- Introducing Epifcopafy into Scotland, by Charles 1 . 
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CHAP. VI. . 

7 "be conversation between fohn Bull and his wife. 

Mrs. £uJ/. r T"'IIough our affairs, honey, are in a 
J- bad condition, 1 have a better o- 
pinion of them, fioce you feemed to be convinced 
of the ill courfe you have been in, and are refolved 
to fubmit to proper remedies. But when I con¬ 
sider your immenfe debts, your fooliih bai gains, 
and the general diforder of your bufinefs, I have a 
curioliry to know what fate or chance has bioughc 

you into this condition. * 

J. Bull. I wifh you would talk of fome other fub- 
jedi ; the thoughts of it make me mad ; out family 
muff have their run. 

Mrs. Bull. But fuch a ftrange thing as this never 
happened to any of our family before: they ha\e 
had law luits ; but though they fpent the income, 
they never mortgaged the ftock. Suie you muff 
have fome of the Norman or the Norfolk blood in 
you. Prithee give me fome account of thefe mat* 

ters. . ^ 

J. Bull. Who could help it ? There lives not 

fuch a fellow by bread as that old Lewis Baboon : 
he is the molt cheating contentious rogue upon the 
face of the earth. You muff know, one day, as 
Nic. Frog and I were over a bottle, making up an 
old quarrel, the old fellow would needs have us 
drink a bottle of his Champagne, and fo one after 
another, till my friend Nic. and I, not being uled 
to fuch heady fluff, got bloody drunk. Lewis all 
the while, either by the ffrength of lus brain, or 
flinching his glafs, kept himfelf lober as a judge. 

K k 2 “ My 
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“ Mv worthy friends, quoth Lewis, henceforth let 
us* live neighbourly ; I am as peaceable an 
c« quiet as a lamb, of mv own temper, but it has 
“ been my misfortune to live among quarreliome 
“ neighbours. There is but one thing can make 
“ us fall out, and that is the inheritance of Lord 
“ Strutt's eftate; I am content, ior peace fake, 

“ to wave my right, and lubmit to any expedient 
“ to prevent a law fuit; I think an equal dmfion 
« will be the faired way.” Well moved, old Lew¬ 
is quoth Frog ! and I hope my friend John here 
will not be refractory. At the fame time he clap¬ 
ped me on the back, and flabbered me all over 
from cheek to check, with his great tongue. Do 
as you plcafe, gentlemen, quoth I; it is all one to 
John Bull. We agreed to part that night, and 
next morning to meet at the corner of Lord Strutt s 
park-wall with our furveying inftrutnents, which 
accordingly we did. Old Lewis carried a chant 
and a femi-circle ; Nic. paper, rulers, and a lead 
pencil ; and I followed at fome diftancc with a long 
pole. We began firft with furveying the meadow 
ground ; afterwards, we meafured the corn field?, 
clofe by dole ; then we proceeded to the. wood¬ 
lands, the copper and tin-mines +. All this while 
Nic. laid down every thing exadfly upon paper, 
calculated the acres and roods to a great nicety. 
When we had finifhed the land, we were going to 
break into the houfe and gardens to take an inven¬ 
tory of his plate, pidures and other furniture. 

Mrs. Bull. What laid Lord Strutt to all this ? 

7. Bull- As we had almoft finifhed our concern, 
we were nccoftcd by fame of Lord Strutt s fer- 
vants : “ Heyday! What’s here? what a devil’s 
the meaning of all tliefe trangrams and gim- 
“ cracks, gentlemen ? what in the name of wonder 

* A treaty t r preferving the balance of power in Europe by a 
parttti n of the Spaniih dominions. 

j- Tna Well Indies. 


are 






Chap. VI. JOHN BULL. 261 

“ are you going about, jumping over my mailer’s 
“ hedges, and running vour lines crofs his grounds ? 
“ If you are at any field paflime, you might have 
14 alked leave, my mailer is a civil well-bred per- 
“ ion as any is.” 

Mrs Bull. What could you anfiver to this ? 
y Bull. Why truly, my neighbour Frog and I 
were Hill hot-headed ; we told him his mailer was 
an old doating puppy, that minded nothing of his 
own bufinefs ; that we were furveying his ellate, 
and fettling it for him, fince he would not do it 
himfelf. Upon this there happened a quarrel, but 
wc being ilronger than they, lent them away with 
a ilea in their ear. They went home and told their 
mailer *, “ My Lord, faid they, there are three 
“ odd fort of fellows going about your grounds 
“ with the ftrangeil machines that ever wc beheld 
** in our life : I fuppofe they are going to rob your 
“ orchard, fell your trees, or drive away your cat- 
“ tie : they told us ilrange things of fettling your 
“ ellate : one is a Iully old fellow, in a black 
“ wig, with a black beard, without teeth ; there’s 
“ another thick fquat fellow, in trunk-hofe; the 
“ third is a little, long-nofed thin man.” (I was 
then lean, being jull come out of a fit of ficknefs.) 
“ 1 fuppofe it is fit to fend after them, lell they 
carry fomething away.” 

Mrs. Bull. I fancy this put the old fellow in a 
rare tweague. 

^ 7 . Bull. Weak as he u ? as, he called for his long 
Toledo, fwore and bounced about the room. 
“ ’Sdeath! what am I come to, to be affronted i'o 
*' by my tradefmen ? 1 know the rafeals : my bar- 
ber. clothier, and linen draper difpofe of my 
“ ellate ! bring hither my blunderbufs. I’ll war¬ 
rant ye, you lhall fee day-light through them. 

.* This partition of the King of Spain's dominions was mad-: 
vwthout hisconfent or even his knowledge. 


“ Scoundrels ! 
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« Scoundrels ! dogs ! the fcum of the earth ! 
tt Froa, that was my father s kitchen b J, P 
.. ,V„d S to meddle with my eftate ! with my '■» j 
« Ah poor Strutt, what art thou come to at laft . 

“ Thou haft lived too long m the " 01 > 

<• thy age and infirmity to delpifed : how will tb 

Sftsof my noble anceftors receive theft t - 

“ Jin os ? They cannot, they muft not fl-epqu 

o . >> r n f|-»r>pr the old gentleman 

“ lv in their graves. In ihort, tne om 5 

vas carried off in a fainting fit and alter b 
ina in both arms hardly recovered. v 

°Mn. Bull. Really this was a very extraordma y 
way of proceeding : I long to hear the reft ofu^ 

7 Bull. After we had come back ^ 

and’taken the other bottle of Champagne, we qii^ - 
relled a little about the divifion o. the tit • 

Is hauled and pulled the map »n onefidc.wd 
Frog and 1 on the other, till we hr j. 

;:r'ont^"eat Eta" cle^ a 
corner for hi mfelf, which he p*!o/and me 

M m^oftof as h, we leafed. We^- 
verioved to think Lewis was contented with io - 

pi’," Tl“l»ppcned ildLdm 

list's 

was muttering fomething to htmfelf. .*hjc ; 
not well hear, only thefc words L is p y 

• nreat tiitV! Mv fervant added, mat ne Dc 
lieved this had lbme ill meaning. I told him e 
coxcomb, always pretending to be wifer th n 
his companions : tewis an are^ood ends, he 

is an honelt fellow, and 1 dare lay ^ 
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bargain. The fequel of the ftory proved this fel¬ 
low’s fufpicion to be too well grounded; for Lew¬ 
is # revealed our whole fecrct to the deceal'ed Lord 
Strutt, who, in reward of his treachery, and re¬ 
venge to Frog and me, fettled his whole eftate up¬ 
on the prefent Philip Baboon. Then we ur.der- 
flood what he meant by piecing the map. 

Ain. Bull. And was you furprized at this ? Had 
not Lord Strutt rcafon to be angry? Would you 
have been contented to have been fo ufed yourielf? 

y. Bull. Why truly, wife, it was not cafily re¬ 
conciled to the common methods; but then it was 
the fafliion to do luch things. I have read of your 
golden age, your filvcr age, &c. one might juftly 
call this the age of lawyers. There was hardly a 
man of fubftance in all the country, but had a 
counterfeit f, that pretended to his eftate. /is the 
philofophers fay, that there is a duplicate of every 
terreftrial animal at fea, fo it was in this age of 
the lawyers, there were at leaft two of every thing; 
nay, on my confcicncc, I think there were three 
Efquire Hackums £ at one time. In fliort, it was 
ufual for a parcel of fellows to meet, and difpofe of 
the whole eftates in the country : “ This lies con- 
“ venient for me, Tom : thou wouldft do more 
** good with that, Dick, than the old fellow that 
has it.” So to law they went with the true own¬ 
ers ; the lawyers got well by it ; every body ell'e 
was undone. It was a common thing for an honeft: 
man, when he came home at night, to find another 
fellow domineering in his family, hefforing his fer- 
vants, calling for fupper, and pretending to go to 
bed to his wife. In every houfc you might obierve 
two Sofia’s quarrelling who was mafter. For my 
own part, I am ftill afraid of the fame treatment, 

* It is fu pefted, that the French king intended to t.-.kc the whole, 
and tint he revealed the fecrct to the court of Spain, upon which 
the whole W3S made in favour of his gramlfon. 

Several pretenders a: that time. J Kings of Poland. 

and 








2 C 4 THE HISTORY OF Part II. 

and that I fhould find fomebody behind my coun- 

There are a fort of Fellows, they call 
banterers and bamboozler s , that play luch trices; bur, 
it feems, thefe fellows Were in earneft. _ 

7 . Bull. I begin to think, that juftice is a better 
rule than convenient)’, for all fome people make lo 
flight on it. 


%*%*%*%*%*%*%*%*% % &*^%*%*%*% 

c H A P. VII. 

Of the hard Jhifts Mrs . Bull was put to, to preferve 
the manor of Bullock's Hatch ; with Sir Sager s me¬ 
thod to keep ojj importunate duns 

A S Tohn Bull and his wife were talking together, 
thev were fiurpviled with a ludden knocking 
at the door: “ Thofie wicked feriveners and law- 
« vers, no doubt,” quoth John ; and fo it was : 
fome a Iking for the money he owed, and others 
warning to prepare for the approaching term. 
*« What a curled life do I lead? quoth John. 
“ Debt is like deadly fin : for God’s faice, bir - o- 
.< ger, get me rid of the fellows.” “ 1 » warrant 
«'• vou, (quoth Sir Roger;) leave them to me 
And indeed it was pleafant enough to obkive Sn 
Roger’s method with thefe importunate duns;, his 
ilncere friendlhip for John Bull made him lubm.t 
to manvthings for his lervice, which he would have 

* After the diffolntion of the parliament, the finking.mi oiftry en¬ 
deavored to fupport themfelves, by propagating a no ion, that the 
F ubhc credit would fuffer if the Lord Treafurer Godolph.n was re- 
Lvcd • ihe dicad of thi‘ event pr. duced it : the monied men 

i. .1.. U*. >b. 

dmflots applied to toe Quean to ptevoot the . haopo,<&-»'» 
became reneral, and all he publi: fund gradually funk. Perhaps y 
Bullock's Hatch the author meant the crown- lands. f corne d 
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fcorned to have done for himfelf. Sometimes * he 
would Hand at the door with his long flail' to ktep 
off the duns, till John got out at the back door. 
When the lawyers and tradefmen brought extrava¬ 
gant bills, Sir Roger ufed to bargain before hand 
for leave to cut off the quarter of a yard in any pare 
of the bill he pleafed ; he wore a pair of feiffars in 
liis pocket for this purpofe, and would inip it oft* 
fo nicely as you cannot imagine Like a true gold- 
fmith, he kept all your holidays; there was not one 
wanting in his kalcndar : when ready money was 
fcarce, he would let them a telling a thoufand 
pounds in ffxpences, groats, and threepenny pieces. 
It would have done your heart good to have feen 
him charge through an army of lawyers, attornies, 
clerks, and tradelmen ; fometimes with fword in 
hand, at other times nuzzling like an eel in the 
mud. When a fellow ftuck like a bur, that there 
was no fhaking him off', he ufed to be mightily in- 
quifuive about the health of his uncles and aunts in 
ths country ; he could call them all by rheit names, 
for lie knew every body, and could talk to them in 
their own way. The extremely impertinent he 
would fend away to fee fome ftrange light, as the 
dragon of Hockley in the Hole ; or bid him call the 
30th of next February. Now and then you would 
fee him in the kitchen f, weighing the beef and 
butter ; paying ready money, that the maids might 
not run a tick at the market, and the butchers, by 
bribing of them, fell damaged and light meat. An¬ 
other time he would flip into the cellar, and gauge 
the calks. In his lei lure-minutes he was pofting 
his hooks, and gathering in his debts. Such frugal, 
methods were nectfiary, where money was fo fcarce 
and duns fo numerous. All this while John kept 
his credit, could fhew his head both at ’Change and 
Weflminffer-hall ; no man protefltd his bill, nor 

* Manners of the Earl of Oxford. 

+ Some regulations as to the purveyance in the Queen’s family. 

VOL.VI. L 1 refufed 








2 06 THE HISTORY OF Part Ir - 

refuted his bond ; only .he (harpers »ndl .he fcriven- 
. ,s the lawyers and other clerks, pelted bn Koger 
's he wen. Ilong. The fquir.ers were a. ,< wn 
their kennel water, for .hey «ere mad for .hejo 
of .heir bubble, and .ha. .hey could not g« ° 

morteaee the manor of Bullock s Hate . . 

Zok his ears, and nuzaled along we Uau^ d 

within himfelf, that he was doing a charstable wo 
in refeuing an honeft man from t ^claw of harp.es 
and blood-fuckers. Mrs. Bull did all that an . 
fedionate wife, and a good houfcwifcj d ° : 

y ct the boundaries of virtues are indivi,hb lehn , 

it is impoffible to march up clofc to . the tro " 1 f 
fruealitv, without entering the territories of parh- 
monv. Your good houfewives are apt to look mto 
theminuteft things; therefore fom• b ] a ® e ^ * 
Bull for new heel-piecmg of her Ihoes , g 8 J 
t nuarter of a pound ot loap and fand to icowe 
‘the rooms; but Specially, that Hie would not allow 
her maids and apprentices the benefit o Jo 
van f. the London Apprentices or the Sc\en 
Champions in the black letter. 




CHAP. VIII. 

continuation of the conversion betwixt John Bull 
and bis wife. 


Mr 


r S . Bidl. TT is a mod fad life we lead, my dear, 
1 to be fo teifed, paying mtereft lor old 
debts, and ftill contracting new ones. However, 
1 do not blame you for vindicating your honour 
and chaftizing old Lewis: lo curb the info e ., 
protect the opprefled, recover one s own, and dc 

* Too great favincs in the houfe of commons, 
f Retraining the liberty of the prefs by aft of parliament. 






Chap. VIII. JOHN BULL. 267 

fend what one has, are good effects of the law: 
the only thing I want to know, is, how you came 
to make an end of your money, before you finilhed 
your fuit. 

J. Bull. I was told by the learned in the law, 
that my fuit flood upon three firm pillars ; more 
money for more laiu, more law for more money, and no 
(vmpojttion . More money for more law, was plain 
to a demonftration, for who can go 10 law without 
money ? aud it was plain, that any man that has 
money, may have law for it. The third was as 
evident as the other two; for wh^t compofnion 
could be made with a rogue, that never kept a word 
he laid ? 

Mrs. Bull. I think you are mod likely to get out 
of this labyrinth by the lecond door, by want of 
ready money to purchafe this precious commodity; 
but you feem not only to have bought too much 
of it, but have paid too dear for what you bought; 
elfe, how was it poffi'ole to run fo much in debt, 
when, at this very time, the yearly income of what 
is mortgaged to rhofe ufurers, would difchargeHo- 
cus’s bills, and give you your belly-full of law for 
all your life, without running one fixpencein debt ? 
You have been bred up to bufinefs ; I fuppofe you 
can cypher; I wonder you never ufed you pen and 
ink. 

J. Bull. Now you urge me too far; prithee, 
dear wife, hold thy tongue. Suppofe a young heir, 
heedlels, raw, and unexperienced, full of fpirit and 
vigour, with a favourite paflion, in the hands of 
money feriveners : fuch fellows are like your wire¬ 
drawing mills ; if they get hold of a man’s finger, 
they will pull in his whole body at laft, ’till they 
fqueeze the heart, blood, and guts out of him. 
When I wanted money*, half a dozen of thefe fel¬ 
low's were always waiting in my anti-chamber with 


• M.-thods of preying^pon the necefiities of the government. 

L l 2 their 
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their fecurities ready drawn. I was tempted with 
the ready, feme farm or other went to P ot i , V . „ 
ceived with one hand, and paid ,t away wuh dte 
other to lawyers, that like lo many hell-hounds 
wereready to de’vour me. Then the rogues would 
plead poverty, and Icarcity ot money, which always 
ended^in receiving ninety for the :hundreid.A£ 
thev had got pofleffion ot my beft rents, they w re 
a ble to fupply me wiih my own money. Rut what 
was tvorl'e, when 1 looked into the fecurities, theie 

was no claufe of redemption. . f ) 

Mrs Bull. No claufe of redemption, lay you . 

th 7. S ^// d *No great matter, for I cannot pay them. 
Thev had got a worfe trick than that; the ante 
man bought and fold to himfelf, paid the money, 
and gave the acquittance : the fame man was but- 
cherand grafter, brewer and butler, cook and 
poulterer. Theie is fomething full worfe than all 
this; there came twenty bills upon me at once 
which I had given money to d.fcharge ; I W like 
to be pulled to pieces by brewer, butcher, and ba¬ 
ker; even mv herb woman dunned me as I went 
along the ftreets. (Thanks to my friend Sir Rogei, 
elfe f mull have gone to goal.) When I alked the 

meaning of this, I was told, the money went to 

the lawyers ; counlel won’t tick, Sir *, Hocus was 
urging : my book-keeper fat lotting all day, p ay 
tng at put and all- fours : in Ihort, by gripping ulur- 
ers, devouring lawyers, and negligent iervants, I 

am brought to this pals. 

Mrs. Bull. This was hard ufage ! but methinks, 
the leaf! reflexion might have retrived you. 

7. Bull. It is true: yet coniider my circumltan- 
ces; my honour was engaged, and 1 did not know 
how li/get out, befidcs, I was foe five years often 
drunk, ^wavs muddied; they carried me from ta¬ 
vern to tavern; to alehoufes and brandy-fhops, 
and brought me acquainted with iuch lliange dogs^ 
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“ There goes the prctticft fellow in the world*, 

“ fays one, for managing a jury; make him yours. 

“ There’s another can pick you up witnefles; fer- 
“ jeant luch a-one has a lilver tongue at the bar.” 

I believe, in time, I fhould have retained every fingie 
perfon within the inns of court. The night after a 
trial, I treated the lawyers, their wives and daugh¬ 
ters, with fiddles, hautboys, drums, and trumpets. 

I was always hot-headed •, then they placed me in 
the middle, the attornics and their clerks dancing 
about me, whooping and hallowing, Long live John 
Bully the glory and Juppcrt of the law ! 

Mrs. Bull. Really, hulband, you went through 
a very notable courfe. 

J. Bull. One of the things that firft alarmed me, 
was, that they lliewed a fpite j- againft my poor old 
mother. “ Lord, quoth I, what makes you fo 
“ jealous of a poor, old, innocent gentlewoman, 
“ that minds only her prayers, and her practice of 
“ piety : lhe never meddles in any of your con- 
“ cerns ? Foh, fay they, to fee a handfome, brifk, 
“ genteel young fellow, fo much governed by a 
“ doating old woman ! why don’t you go and luck 
“ the bubby ? Do you conlider lhe keeps you out 
“ of a good jointure ? She has the beft of your e- 
“ Rate fettled upon her for a rent charge : hang 
“ her, old thief, turn her out of doors, feize her 
“ land, and let her go to law if {he dares.” “Soft 
“ and fair, gentlemen, quoth I; my mother's my 
“ mother; our family are not of an unnatural tem- 
“ per. Though I don’t take all her advice, I won’t 
“ l'eize her jointure; long may lhe enjoy it, good 
“ woman ; I don’t grudge it her, lhe allows me 
“ now and then a brace of hundreds for my law 
“ luit; that’s pretty fair.” About this time the old 
gentlewoman tell ill of an odd fort of diliemperf; 

* Hiring dill more troops. 

•j- P.ailing acainft the church. 

j CarelclTnct's informs ar.d riifc'pline, 

it 
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it began with a coklnefs and numb’dnefs in her 
limbs, which by degrees affedted the nerves (I think 
the phyficians call them), l'cized the brain, and at 
laft ended in a lethargy. It betrayed itlelf at firft in 
a fort of indifference and carelefsnefs in all her ac¬ 
tions, coldnefs to her bdf friends and an averfion 
to ftir or go about the common offices Oi life, She, 
that was the cleanlieft creature in the world, never 
fhrunk now, if you fct a clofe ftool under her note. 
She, that would fometimes rattle off her lervants 
pretty fharply, now, if fhe faw them drink, or 
heard them talk profanely, never took any notice 
of it. Inftead of her ulual charities to de.erymg 
perfons fhe threw away her money upon roar.ng, 
fwearing bullies and beggars, that went about the 
ftreets. ° “ What is the matter with the old gentle- 
« woman, faid every body, (he never ufed to do 
« in this manner,?” At laft the diftemper grew 
more violent $, and threw her downright into raving 
fits; in which ihe ihrieked out fo loud, that fhe 
difturbed the whole neighbourhood. In her fits 
fhe called upon Sir William : “ Oh ! Sir William ||, 
thou haft betrayed me! killed me ! ftabbed me ! 
«« fold me to the cuckold of Dover lfreet! See, 
« fee, Clum with his bloody knife ! feize hirrfcffeize 
<l him, flop him ! Behold the fury with her hilling 
“ fnakes! Where’s my fon John ! is he well! is 
“ he well! poor man,I pity him and abundance 
more of fuch ftrange fluff, that no body could 
make any thing of. I knew little of the matter ; for 
when I enquired about her health, the an aver was, 
“ that fhe was in agood moderate way.” Phyficians 
wereVent for in hafte : Sir Roger, with great diffi¬ 
culty, brought Ratcliff; Garth came upon the firft 


f Difpofing offome -preferments to libertine and unprincipled 

merlons. _ , , 

i The too violent clamour about toe danger o. the church, 
jl Sir William, a car.t name of b:r Humphrey’s, tor Lora 'lreafjver 
tGodolphin.. 

meffigc 
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mefiage. There were feveral others called in; bur, 
as ul'ual upon fuch occafions, they differed ftrange- 
ly at the confult. tion. At laft they divided into 
two parties, one liJed with Garth, and the other 
with Ratcliff. Dr. Garth*, “ This cafe Teems to 
** me to be plainly lvyfterical; the old woman is 
“ whimGcal; it is a common thing for your old 
“ women to be fo ; I’ll pawn my life, blifters, 
“ with the Heel diet, will recover,her.” Others 
fuggefted ftrong purging and letting of blood, be- 
caule (he was plethoric. Some went fo far as to 
lay the old woman was mad, and nothing would be 
better than a little corporal correction. Ratclift, 
“ Gentlemen, you arc miftaken in this cafe; it is 
“ plainly an acute diltemper, and (lie cannot hold 
‘ ‘ out three days, unlefs Ihc is fupported with ffrong 
“ cordials.” I came into the room with a good 
deal of concern,and alked them what they thought 
of my mother? “ In no manner of danger, 1 avow 
“ to Gad, quoth Garth, the old woman is hyfte- 
“ rical, fanciful, Sir, 1 avow to Gad. “ I tell 
“ you, Sir, fays Ratcliff', lhe cannot live three 
“ days to an end, unlels there is lome very effec- 
“ tual courle taken with her; lhe has a malignant 
“ fever.” I'hen fool, puppy, blockhead, were the 
heft words they gave, i could hardly reftrain thent 
from throwing the ink-bottles at one another s 
heads. I forgot to tell you, that one party of the 
phficians defired, I would take my filter Peg into 
the houfe to nurle her, but the old gentlewoman 
would not hear of that. At laft one phyfician alked, 
if the Lady had ever been uled to take laudanum ? 
Her maid anfwered, not that lhe knew ; but indeed, 
there was a High German livery-man of hers, cue 
Yan Ptfchirnlooker f, that gave her a lort of qu~ 


* Garth. the low church party: Ratcliti; h r eh church party. 

Ptl'chirni'ookcr, a biihup at that time, - great dealer in pa*> 


•f- Yan_ 

lotics and phyfic. 


powder. 
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powder. The phyfician defired to fee it: ‘‘ Nay, 

“ favs he, there is opium in this, I am lui e. 

Mrs. Bull. I hope you examined a little into this 

matter. 

7 . Bull. I did indeed, and difeovered a great mv- 
ftery of iniquity. The witnefles made oath, that they 
had heard bme of the livery-men * frequently rail¬ 
ing at their miftrefs. “ They faid, (he was a trouble- 
« fome fiddle-faddle old woman, and fo ceremoni- 
“ ous, that there was no bearing ot her. _ I ney 
« were fo plagued with bowing and cringing as 
«* thev went in and out of the 100m, t lac t ten 
“ backs ached. She ufed to fcold at one for his 

“ dirty fhoes, at another for his grealy hair, and 
“ not combing his head : that Ihe was lo pafllon- 
“ ate and fiery in her temper, that there was no 
“ living with her. Hue wanted fomething to iweet- 
“ en her blood : that they never had a quiet night s 
“ reft, for getting up in the morning to early ia- 
“ craments : they wifhed they could hnd lome 
“ way or another to keep the old woman quiet in 
“ her bed.” Such difeourfes were often over¬ 
heard among the livery-men, while the laid i an 
Ptfchirnfooker had undertook this matter. A maid 

made affidavit, “ That fine had feen the find \an 
“ Ptfchirnfooker, one of the livery-men, frequem- 
<< ly making up of medicines, and adm.niftenng 
«• them to all the neighbours ; that ffie few lum 
“ one morning make up the powder, which her 
“ miftrefs took ; that lhe had the cunofity to alb 
“ him, whence he had the ingredients. 1 iiey 
“ come, fays he, from feveral parts of de world ; 
“ dis I have from Geneva, dat from Rome, this 
“ white powder from Amfterdam, and the ret 
“ from Edinburgh ; but the chief ingredient ot a 1 
“ comes from Turkey.” It was likewife proved, 
that the faid Yan Ptfchirnfooker had been frequently 


* The clergy. 


feen 
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feen at the rofe with J ick, who was known to hear 
an inveterate fpite to his millrefs : that he brought 
a certain powder to his miftrefs, which the exami¬ 
nant believes to be the fame, and fpoke the follow¬ 
ing words : “ Madam, here is grand lecret vande 
“ world, my fweetening powder, it does tempe- 
“ rate de humour, dTpel the ■ indt, and cure de 
r ‘ vapour, it lulleth and quieteth the animal fpi- 
** riis procuring reft and pleafant dreams : it is de 
“ infallible receipt for de (curvy, all hears in de 
“ bloodt, anil breaking out upon de (kin : it is de 
“ true blood (lancher, (lopping all (luxes of de 
“ bloodt : if you do take dis, you will never ail 
“ any ding : it will cure you of all difeales : and 
abundance more to this purpofe, which the exami¬ 
nant does not remember. 

John Bull was interrupted in his (lory by a por¬ 
ter, that brought him a letter from Nicholas Frog, 
which is as follows. 
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CHAP. IX. 

A copy of Nic. Frogs letter to John Bull *. 

[John Bull reads.J 
Friend John, • 

« "ITTHaT fchellum is this that makes thee 
“ W jealous of thy old friend Nicholas? 
tt Haft thou forgot how fome years ago he took 
" thee out of the (punging houle f?” [It is true , 
my friend Nic. didJo , and I think him ; but he made 
me pay a fivinging reckoning. J “ Thou btginneft 
“ now to repent thy bargain, that thou wall fo 
“ fond of; and, if thou durll, would forfwear 
“ thy own hand and leal. Thou fayft, that thou 


• A letter from the S—s G-1. 

■f Alludioe to the rcvolu ion. 

Vol. VI. M m 
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“ haft purchafed me too great an eftate already ; 

44 when, at the fame time, thou knoweft I na\c 
“ only a mortgage : it is true I have poilethon, 

“ and the tenants own me for roafter ; but has 
“ not Efquire South the equity of redemption r 
f ho doubt, and will redeem it very fpeedily ; poor 
Nic. has only pofeffim, eleven points of the law J 
“ As for the turnpikes * I have let up, they are 
“ for other people, not for my friend John ; 
it have ordered my fervant conftantly to attend, to 
44 let thy carriages through without paying any 
« 4 thing; only I hope thou wilt not come too 
4t heavy laden to fpoil my ways. Certainly I have 
«<■ juft cauie of offence againft thee, my friend, 

•t for fuppofmg it pofSble that thou and I fhoulJ 
4< ever quarrel: what hounds foot is it that puts 
41 thefe whims in thy head ? 1 en thouland laft of 

41 devils haul me if I don’t love thee as I love my 
“ life.” [No quejlion, as the devil loves holy water !] 

4 ‘ Does not thy own hand and leal oblige thee 
« 4 to purchafe for me, till I lay it is enough ? Are 
«* not thefe words plain ? I fay it is not enough. 

4t Doft thou think thy friend Nicholas Frog made 
44 a child*' bargain ? Mark the words of thy con- 
“ trail, tot a pecunia, with all thy money.” [Very 
well! I have purchafed with my own money , my 
childrens, and my grandchildren's money, is not that 
enough? Well, tota pccunia let it be, for, at prefent 
I have none at all : he would not have me purchaje 
•with other people's money, fure : fmee tota pccunia 
is the bargain, I think it is plain, no more money no 
more purchafe. J “ And whatever the woild may 
“ lav, Nicholas Frog is but a poor man in compa* 
44 ril'on of the rich the opulent John Bull, great 
‘ 4 clothier of the w orld. I have had many Ioffes 
44 fix of my beft fheep were drowned, and the 
44 water has come into my cellar, and fpoiled a 

* The Dutch prohibition of trade. 

“ pipe 
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“ pipe of my beft brandy : it would be a more 
“ friendly in thee to carrv a brief about the 
“ country to repair the lofi'cs of thy poor friend. 
" Is it not evident to all the world, that I am ftill 
“ hemmed in by Lewis Baboon ? Is he not juft 
“ upon my borders ?” \_And fo he will be, if / 
purchafe a thoufand acres more, un/ejs he get Jomebody 
betwixt them J “ I tell thee, friend John, thou 
“ haft flatterers that perluade thee that thou art a 
“ man of budnefs ; do not believe them : if thou 
“ wouldft ftill leave thy affairs in my hands, thou 
“ ihouldft l'ce how hanclfomely I would deal by 
“ thee. That ever thou Ihouldft be dazzled with 
“ the inchanted illands and mountains of gold, 
“ that old Lewis promifes thee ! ’Dfwounds ! 
“ Whydoft thou not lay out thy money to pur- 
“ chafe a place at court, of honeft IlVael ? I tell 
“ thee thou muft not fo much as think of a com- 
“ pofition.” Not think oI a compofiiion , that's hard 
indeed ; / cannot help thinking of it if I would.] 
1 hou complaineft of want of money, let thy 
“ wife and daughters burn the gold lace of their 
“ petticoats ; fell thy fat cattle ; retrench but a fir- 
“ loin ot beef and a peck-loaf in a week from thy 
“ gormandizing guts.” [Retrench my beef a dog! 
retrench my beef! then it is plain the rafeal has an ill 
dejign upon me, he wouLl Jlarve mef\ “ Mortgage 
“ thy mannor of Bullock’s hatch, or pawn thy 
“ crop for ten years” [A rogue! part with my 
country feat, my patrimony, all that I have left in 
the world'. Ill fee him hanged fr/l.~\ “ Why haft 

“ thou changed thy attorney ? Can any man ma- 
“ nage thy caufe better for thee ? [Fery pleafant ! 
lecaufe a man has a good attorney, he mull never 
make an end of his law Juit.~\ “ Ah John ! John ! 
“ I wifh thou kneweft thy own mind ; thou art 
“ as fickle as the wind. I tell thee, thou hadft 
“ better let this compolition alone, or leave it to 


f ‘ thy 


Loving friend. 
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NIC. FROG. 
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CHAP. X. 

Of feme extraordinary things *, that pajed at theSa- 
J Ltic„ tavern, in the conf fencehenneen Ball, 
Frog , EJquire South , and Lewis Baboon. 

T^ROG bad given his word, that he would meet 
F the above-mentioned company at the Salma - 
on to talk or this agreement. Though he dm ft 
not direflly break his appointment, he ma ^ c n 

nv a fhuffling excufe ; one time he pretended to 
feized with the gout in his right knee ; then h g 
a great cold, that had ftruck him deaf of one ear 
afterwards two of his coach horles fell Tick, and 
he durft not go by water tor tear of eatxhing 
aoue Tohn would take no excufe, but hurried 
him away : “ Come Nic. fays he, let’s go and 

?. hear at leaft what this fellow has to propofe ! I 
«« hope there’s no hurt in that.” “ Be n io, quoth 
« Nic but if I catch any harm, woe be to you , 

<. mv wife and children will curfe you as long as 
“ they live.” When they were come to the 
Salutation, John concluded all was fure then, 
and that he fliould be troubled no more 
xvith law affairs; he thought every body as 
plain and fincere as he was, “ Well neighbours quoth 
“ he let’s now make an end of all matters, anc 
“ live peaceably together for the time to come: 
“ if every body is as well inclined as I, we Ih. 

“ quickly come to the uplhot of our affair. Anil 
fo pointing to Frog to fay fomething, to the great 
furprize of all the'eompany, Frog was feized wim 
a dead pally in the tongue. John began to . fk 

* Th e treaty of Utrecht: the difficulty to get them to meet 
Sch deliver'in thetpropTfils? 0 ’Th“ho!»fcof Aoftria talked very 

*’S h - him 
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him fome plain queftions, and whooped and hol¬ 
lowed in his ear. “ Let's come to the point. Nic ! 

“ who wouldft thou have to be Lord Strutt ! 

“ Wouldft thou have Philip Baboon ?” Nic. (hook 
his head, and fa'td nothing. “ Wilt thou then 
“ have Efquire South to be Lord Strutt ? Nic. 
(hook his head a fecond time. “ T hen who the 
“ devil wilt thou have ? fay fomething or another.” 
Nic. opened his mouth, and pointed to his tongue, 
and cried, “ A, a, a, a !” which was as much as 
to fay he could not fpeak. John Bull.j “ mall 
“ I ferve Philip Baboon with broad-cloth, and ac- 
“ cept of the compolition that he offers, with the 
“ libcr:y of his parks and fiih-ponds ? ’ Then Nic. 
roared like a bull, “ O, o, o, o l” John Bull.] 
t« if thou wilt not let me have them, wilt thou take 
«* them thyfelf ?” "I hen Nic. grinned, cackled, 
and laughed, till he was like to kill himfelf, and 
feemed to be fo pleafed, that he fell a friiking and 
dancing about the room. John Bull.] “ Shall 
“ I leave all this matter to thy management, Nic. 
“ and go about my bufinefs ?” Then Nic. got up 
a glafs, and drank to John, fhaking him by the 
hand, till he had like to have (hook his (houlder 
out of joint. John Bull.] “ I underhand thee, 
“ Nic. but I (hall make thee fpeak before l go.” 
Then Nic. put his finger in his cheek, and made 
it cry Buck ; which was as much as to lay, I care 
not a farthing for thee. John Bull.] “ 1 have 
*« done Nic. if thou wilt not lpeak. 1 11 make my 
** own terms with old Lewis here.” I hen Nic. 
lolled out his tongue, and turned up his bum to 

him; which was as much as to fay, ki(s- 

John perceiving that Frog would not (peak, 
turns to old Lewis : “ .">ince we cannot make this 
“ obflinate fellow (peak, Lewis, pray condefcend 
“ a little to his humour, and fet down thy mean- 
«« ing upon paper, that he may anfwer it in ano- 
thcr ferap.” 

1 “ I am 
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“ I am infinitely forry, quoth Lewis, that it 
“ happens fo unfortunately; for playing a little at 
“ cudgels the other day, a fellow has given me 
“ fuch a rap over the right-arm, that l am quite 
“ lame : I have loll the ufe of my fore finger and 
“ n:v thumb, fo that I cannot hold my pen 
J. 'Bull. “ That’s all one, let me write lor you. 
'Lewis. “ But I have a misfortune, that I cannot 
“ read any body’s hand but my own 

J Bull.' “ Try what you can do with your left 

hand ” 

Lewis. “ That’s impoflible; it will make fuch a 
lcrawl, that it will not be legible. 

As they were talking of this matter, in came 
Enquire South *. all drefied up in feathers and 
ribbons, dark flaring mad, brandiihiog his lword 
as if he would have cut oil their heads ; crying. 
Room, room, boys, for the grand Efquire ot the 
«t world ! the flower of Efquires ! W hat ! cover- 
«« cd in my prefence ? 111 crufh your fouu-., and 
crack you like lice ! With tha r he had like to 
have ftruck John Bull’s hat into the fire , but John 
who was pretty flrong fill d, gave him fuch a 
fqueeze as made his eyes water. He went on ltiil 
in his mad pranks ; “ When I am Lord or the u* 
“ niverfe, the fun fhall proflrate and adore me ! 
“ Thou, Frog, fhalt be my bailiff; Lewis my tay- 
“ lor ; and thou. John Bull, fhalt be my tool !” 

All this while Frog laughed in his flecve, gave 
the Efquire t’other noggan of brandy, a. d clapped 
him on the back, which made him ten tunes 
madder. 

Poor J hn flood in amaze, talking thus to him- 
felf: Well, John thou art got into rare compa- 

44 ny ! One has a dumb devil, the other a mad 
“ devil, and the third a fpirit of infirmity. An 
“ honell man has a fine time on’t among fuch 

* The Archduke was now become Emperor of Germany being 
uaanimoully eltdted upon the death of Jofeph the hrft, 

rogues. 
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“ rogues. What art thou alking of them, after 
“ all ? Soinc mighty boon one would think ! only 
“ to fit quietly at thy own fire-fide. ’Sde.ith, 
“ wh it have l to do with luch fellows! John Bull, 
“ after all his lodes and croflls, can live Dettcr 
“ without them, than they can without him. 
“ Would to God 1 lived a thoufand leagues oft' 
“ them ! but the devil’s in’t, John Bull is in, and 
“ John Bull muff get out as well as he can.* 

As he wj- talking to himfelf, he oblci ved Frog 
and old Lewis edging towards one another to whil- 
per *: fo that John was forced to lit with his arms 
a kimbo, to keep them afunder. 

borne people adviled John to blood Frog under 
the tongue, or to take away his bread and butter, 
which would certainly make him I'peak, to give 
Elquire South hellebore; as for Lewis, fomc were 
for emollient pultclies, others for opening his arms 
with an incilion-knitc. 


CHAP. XI f. 

The apprehending, examination, and irnprifonment of 
'Jack for fufpicion of poifoning. 

T HE attentive reader cannot have forgot, that 
th: ftory of Van Ptfchirnfooker’s powder 
was interrupted by a meflage from Frog. I have a 

natural 


• Some attempts of freret negotiation between the French and 
the Dutch. 

t 't he receiving the holy facrament as adminiflered by the church 
ot England once at.lead in every year, having been made a necifTiry 
qualification for places of trull and profit, many of the dilfentcrs c.me 
to the altar merely tor th's purp' ;‘e. A bill to prevent this practice 
bad been three times brought into the heulc arid rriecled, under the 
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natural coropaffion for curiofity, bein| much trou¬ 
bled with the diftemper myielf j therefore to gra 
fy that uncafy itching fenfatton in my readet, I 
have procured the following account ot that mat- 

'“Van Ptfchitnfooker came off (as rogues ufually 
do upon inch occafions) by peaching his partner ; 
and being extremely forward to bring him to the 
callows. Jack was acculed as the contrtver of all 
the roeuery *. And indeed it happened unfortu¬ 
nately for the poor f llow. that he was known to 
bear 'a mol) inveterate fpight agatnft the old gen¬ 
tlewoman ; and confequently that never any 11 
accident happened to her. but he was fufpecTed to 
be at the bottom of it. If Ihe prtcketi her finger. 
Jack, to be fure, laid the pin in the way ; if fome 
nolle in the ftreet diflurbed her reft, who could tt 
be but Jack in fome of his noaurnal rambles . If 
a fervant ran away. Jack had debauched htm : e- 
verv idle tittle-tattle that went about, Jack was al¬ 
ways lul'pefted for the author of it: however, all 
was nothing to this lalt affair of the temperattng. 

The huf andtry went after Jack to apprehend 

him dead or alive, where ever he could be found 
The conftables looked out for him in all his u ua 
haunts; but to no purpofe. Where d ye think 
they found him at laft ! Even Imoakmg his pipe 
very quietly at his brother Martin s ; from whence 
he was carried with a vail mob at his heels before 

title of “ A bill to prevent occafional conformity.” But the Earl of 
title ct D ‘ J hrouzhlit in a fourth time under another name, 
claufes as were faid to enlarge the to- 

UratTor ’and to be a further fccurity to the proteftant fucceffion, the 
leration, anu £arl then appt ared to efpcufe, were periuad- 

Whigs, v f> ■ becaufe they were indeed willing that the bill 

eato concur; Km sbeeauethey^h the Earl of Oxford 

ShfuJ r“ cel i, ti he thrown cm. The fom chap- 

» f »» the tVfcy.e- 

rian party. t ^ e 
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the worfhipful Mr. Jullicc Overdo. Several of his 
neighbours made oath, that ot late the prifoner f 
hail been obferved to lead a very diflblute life, re¬ 
nouncing even his ufual hypocrily, and the pre¬ 
tences to fobriety : that he frequented taverns and 
eating houfes, and had been often guihy of drunk- 
ennefs and gluttony at my Lord-Mayor’s table: 
that he had been feen in the company of lewd wo¬ 
men : that he had transferred his ufual care ot the 
engrofi'ed copy of his father’s will, to bank-bills, 
orders for tallies, and debentures thefe he notv 
affirmed, with more literal truth, to be “ meat ||, 
“ drink, and cloth, the phiiofopher’s ftone, and 
“ the univerfal medicine:’* that he was lo far 
from fhewing his cuftomary reverence to the will, 
that he kept company with thofe that called his fa¬ 
ther a cheating rogue, and his will a forgery * : 
that he not only iat quietly and heard his father 
railed at, but often chimed in with the difeourfe, 
and hugged the authors as his boforn friends; 
“ That, inftead of alking for blows f at the cor- 
“ ners of the llreets,” he now beftowed them as 
plentifully as he begged them Before. In fhort, 
that he was grown a mere rake ; and had nothing 
left in him of old Jack, except his fpight to John 
Bull's mother. 

Another witnefs made oath. That Jack had been 
overheard bragging of a trick -J- he had found out 
to manage the old formal jade, as he uled to call 
her. “ Damn this numb-ikull of mine, quoth he, 
“ that I could not light on it fooner. As long as 
“ 1 go in this ragged tattered coat, I am fo well 

+ The manners of the diflenters changed from their former 
fhiftnefs. 

X D aling much in ftock-jobbing. 

|| Tale of a Tub. 

* Herding with deifts and Jtheifts, 

•f Tale ot a Tub. 

_j. Getting into places and church preferments by occafional con- 
foimi:y. 

. Vol. VI. N n 


“ known. 
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known, that I am hunted away from the old. 

“ woman's door by every barking; cur about he 
•• houfe ; they bid me defiance, i here s no doing 

.. mifchief a, an open enemy; I mu ^ h j o”n 
“ way or other of getting within doors, and the 
“ I (hall have better opportunities of playing^ y 
“ pranks, befides the benefit of good keeping. 

Two witneffes fwore ||, that leveral yearsago, 
there came to their miftrefs s door a voung c 
In a tattered coat, that went by the name of Timo¬ 
thy Trim, whom they did in their conscience be- 
liJve to be the very prifoner, refembhng him m 
ihape, Stature, and the features of his countenance, 
that the Said Timothy Trim being taken into the 
family, clapped their miftrefs’s livery over his own 
tattered coat: that the Said Timothy was extreme¬ 
ly officious about their miftrefs s perlon, endc 
vouring by flattery and tale-bearing to fe her • 
oainft the reft of the Servants s no body was fo lea 
dy to fetch any thing that was wanted, to reach 
what was dropt: that he ufed to ffiove and elbow 
his fellow-fervants to get near his miitiels, efpeci- 
ally when money was a-paymg or receiving ; then 
he was never out of the way : that he was extretne, 
ly diligent about every body s bufinefs, but 
own : that the faid Timothy, while he was m the 
family, ufed to be playing roguiffi tricks ; when 
his miftrefs’s back was turned, he would loll out 
his tongue, make mouths, and laugh at er, wa 

ing behind her like a Harlequin ridiculing hei 

motions and geftures; but if his miftrefs looked a- 
bout, he put on a grave, demure countenance, as 
if he had been in a fit of devotion : that he uied 
often to trip up flairs fo fmoothly, that you cou u 
not hear him Head, and put all things out of or¬ 
der : that he would pinch the children and iei- 

\\ Betraying the interefts of the church, when got into prefer¬ 
ments, 


vants, 
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vants, when he met them in the dark, fo hard, that 
he left the print of his fore-finger and thumb in 
black and blue, and then flunk into a corner, ay 
if no body had done it: out of the fame malicious 
defign he ufed to lay chairs and joint-rtools in their 
way, that they might break their nofes by falling 
over them : the more young and unexperienced he 
ufed to teach to talk faucilv, and call names : du¬ 
ring his ftay in the family, there was much plate 
miffing ; being catched with a couple of filver 
fpoons in his pocket, with their handies wrenched 
off, he faid, he was only going to carry them to 
the goldlmith’s to be mended : that the faid Timo¬ 
thy was hated bv all the honeft fervants for his ill- 
conditioned, fplenetic tricks, but efpecially for his 
flandcrous tongue; traducing them to their m iff refs, 
as drunkards, thieves, and whore-mafters : that the 
faid Timothy by lying ftorics ufed to fet all the fa¬ 
mily together by the ears, taking delight to make 
them fight and quarrel ; particularly one day fitting 
at table *, he fpoke words to this eff 61 : ‘I am 
“ of opinion, (quoth he,) that little fhort fellows, 
“ i'uch as we are, have better hearts, and could 
11 beat the tall fellows; I wifh it came to a fair 
“ trial; I believe thefe long fellows, as flightly as 
“ they are, fhould find their jackets well thwack- 
“ ed.” 

A parcel of tall fellows, who thought themfelves 
affronted by the difeourfe, took up the quarrel, 
and to it they went, the tall men and the low men, 
which continues hill a faftion in the family, to the 
great dilorder of our miftrefs’s affairs: 1 lie faid 
J imothy carried this frolic fo far, that he propofed 
to his mifirefs, that flic fhould entertain no fervant 
that was above four feet feven inches high ; and 
for that purpofe had prepared a gauge, by which 

* The original of the diflindlion in the names of Low-churchmen 
and High chutch men. 

N n 2 they 
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thev were to be meafured. The good old gentle¬ 
woman was not To fimple as to go into his pioject, 
flie began to fmell a rat. “ 1 his 1 rim, qnorh 
fhe,°“"is an odd fort of a fellow; methinks he makes 
“ a ftrange figure with that ragged, tattered coat, 
appearing under his livery ; cannot he go ipiuce 
“ and clean, like the reft ot the lervants : the fel— 

“ low has aroguilh leer with him, which I do not 
“ like by any means ; befides, he has inch a twang 
“ in his difcourfe, and an ungraceful way of lpeak- 
ct ing through the noie, that one can hardly under- 
“ hand him ; I wilh the fellow be not tainted with 
“ fome bad difeafe ” The witnefies farther made 
oath, that the faicl Timothy lay out a nights, and 
went abroad often at unlealonable bouts; and it 
was credibly reported he did bufineis in another fa¬ 
mily: That he pretended to have a fqueamilh lto- 
mach, and could not eat at table with the reft of 
the fervants, though this was but a pretence to pro¬ 
vide fome nice bit for himfelf ; that he refufed to 
dine upon fait filh, only to have an opportunity to 
eat a calf’s head (his favourite difh) in private ; that 
for all his tender ftomach, when he was got by him¬ 
felf, he could devour capons, turkeys, aud fir loins 
of beef, like a cormorant. 

Two other witnefies gave the following evidence ; 
that in his officious attendance upon his mittrefs, he 
had tried to flip a powder into her drink; and that 
he was once catched endeavouring to ftiile her with 
a pillow as ilie was afleep : that he and Ptfchirnfook- 
cr were often in clofe conference, and that they ul- 
ed to drink together at the R.ofe, where it feems he 
was well enough known by his true name Jack. 

The prifoner had little to fay in his defence ; he 
endeavoured to prove himfelf alibi ; fo that the tri¬ 
al turned upon this fingle queftion, whether the 
laid Timothy Prim and Jack were the fame perfon ; 
which was proved by fuch plain tokens, and parti¬ 
cularly by a mole under the left pap, that there was 

no 
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no withllanding the evidence ; therefore the \v«r- 
lhipful Mr. Jut'tice committed him in order to his 
trial. 

C H A P. XII. 

JI:vj jack's friends came to vifit kirn in prifon , and 
•what advice they gave him. 

J ACK hitherto had paffed in the world for a poor, 
limple, well meaning, half-witted, crack-brain¬ 
ed fellow. People were ltrangely furpriled to find 
him in iuch a roguery ; that he lhould difguife him- 
fcll under a falfe name, hire himfelr out for a fer- 
vant to an old gentlewoman, only for an opportuni¬ 
ty to poilon her, They faid, that it was more ge¬ 
nerous to profcls open enmity, than, under a pro¬ 
found difilmulation, to be guilty of fuch a fcanda- 
lous breach of truft, and of the facred rights of 
liolpitality. In lhoit, the action was univerfally 
condemned by his belt friends ; they told him in 
plain terms, that this was come as a judgement up¬ 
on him lor his loole life, his gluttony, drunkennels, 
and avarice ; for laying alide his father’s will in an 
old mouldy trunk, and turning ltock jobber, news¬ 
monger, and buly body, meddling with other peo¬ 
ple’s affairs, lhaking oft his old ferious friends, and. 
keeping company with buffoons and pick-pockets, 
his father’s lworn enemies: That he had beft throw 
himfelf upon the mercy of the court; repent and 
change his manners. To fay truth, Jack had heard 
thefe diicourles with fome compuu&ion ; however, 
he refolved to try what his new acquaintance would 
do lor him : They fent Habbakkuk S’yboots*, who 

* Hibbakkuk Slyboots, a certain ereat man who perfuaded the 
diflenters to content to the bili again!! Occafional Conlormuy, as be¬ 
ing for their interelt. 


delivered 
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delivered him the following mcffige, at the perem¬ 
ptory commands of his trufty companions. . 

1 Hob. Dear Jack, I am fort y tor .by mtsfor tune, 
matters have not been carried on with due fecrecy 

however we muft make the bell of a bad barga 

thou art in the utmoft jeopardy, that is cert: , 

ha no, draw, and quarter, are the gentled thing y 

falkof. However, thy faithful tend., ever watch¬ 
ful for thy fecurtty, bid me tell thee, * tj.. 
one infallible expedient left to fave thy lifc^ Thou 
muft know, we have got into fo !“ h = 

with the enemy, by the means of D °“ D ! 5 £°! 
affures us there is no mercy for thee, and that the 
is only one way left to efcape ; tt is indeed 1°™"“]' 
out of the common road; however, be allured 
is the refult of moft mature deliberation 

Jack Prithee tell me quickly, for my heart 
funk down into the very bottom of my bell y* 

Hab. It is the unanimous opinion of your friends, 
that you make as if you hanged yourfelf , th > 
will give it out that you are quite dead and y 

your body out of prifon in a bier; and John bull, 
being bufied with his law-fuit, will not enquire fur¬ 
ther intothe matter. , , 

Jack. How d’ye mean, make as if I hanged m> - 

Hab. Nav, you muft really hang yourfelf up in 
a true genuine rope, that there may appear no nx.^ 
in it, and leave the reft to your friends. _ 

Jack Truly this is a matter of fome concei n , 
and my friends, I hope, won’t take it ill, ft I en¬ 
quire a little into the means by which they intend to 
deliver me : A rope and a noofe are no jelling 

’ Why fo miftruftful? haft thou ever found 
us talfe to thee ? 1 tell thee, there is one ready to 
cut thee down. 


* Cor.fcnt to the bill ajair.fl Occafiortal Conformin’. 


Jack. 
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Jack. May I prefume to afk who it is, that iscn- 
trufted with fo important an office? 

Hah. Is there no end of thy how’s and thy why’s? 
That’s a f crct. 

Jack. A fecrer, perhaps, that I may be fafeiy 
truftcd with, for I ain not like to tell it again, i 
tell you plainly, it is no ftrangething for a man, be¬ 
fore he hangs himfelf up, to euquire who is to cut 
him down. 

Hub. Thou fufpicious creature! if thou mu ft 
needs know it, 1 tell thee it is Sir Roger f : He 
has been in tears ever fince thy mi fortune. Don 
Diego and wc have laid it fo, that he is to be in the 
next room, and before the rope is well about thy 
neck, reft fatisfied, he will break in and cut thee 
down : Fear not, old boy ; we’ll do it, I’ll war¬ 
rant thee. 

Jack. So I muft hang myfclf up, upon hopes 
that Sir Roger will cut me down, and all this upon 
the credit of Don Diego: ^ fine ftratagem indeed 
to lave my life, that depends upon hanging, Don 
Diego, and Sir Roger. 

Hab. I tell thee there is a myftery in all this my 
friend, a piece of profound policy; if thou knew- 
eft what good this will do to the c turnon caufe. thy 
heart would leap for joy : I am fure thou wouldeft 
not delay the experiment one moment 

Jack. This is to the tune of All for the better. 
What’s your caufe to me, when I am hanged ? 

Hab. Refnttory mortal! if thou wilt not truft 
thy friends, take what follows ; know afiuredly, be¬ 
fore next full moon, that thou wilt be hung up in 
chains, or thy q jar^rs p rching upon the moll con- 
fpicuous places ot the kingdom. Nay, I don’t be- 

•f It was given out. that the Earl of Oxf rd would oppofe the oe- 
cafmnal bill, and fo lof. his credit with the Tories; and the Diilenters 
did believe he would not let it psfs. 


lieve 
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lieve they will be contented with hanging: theytalk 

for one minute. Hanging is not <0 painful a t 
1 ° thou imagined. I have fpofce with leva al,_ « 

oduneaGneftTbe Vui'e^thou take'good notice of 

or to : Sir Roger will be with thee in the twink.in^ 

° f w 7 But what if Sir Roger ihould not come ; 
wifi mv friends be there to luccour me . 

flab. Doubt it not, I will provide every thi g * 
sainft to-morrow morning do thou keep t > o\ 
fecret lav nothing : I tel! thee, it is abfolutely "^cciiary 
rSmonlood, that thou ffiould’ft go through 

this operation. 


CHAP. XIII. 

mu Jack hanged himfelf vp by the pvjuajh* of* 
friends , who broke their words, and lejt his neck in 

the noofe. 

TACK was aprofeffid enemy to implicit faith, and 
J yet i dare to fay it was never more ftrongly ex¬ 
erted,'nor more bafely abufed, than upon this oc- 
cafion. He was now with his old friends, in the 
ftate of a poor difbanded officer, after a peace, or 
rather a wounded ioldier after a battle; like an old 
favourite* of a cunning mimfter after the job is o- 
ver • or a decayed beauty to a cloyed lover in queit 
of new game; or like a hundred fuch things, tha 
one lees every day. There were new intrigues new 

j view - > 
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views, new projc&s on foot; Jack’s life was the 
purchafe of Diego’s friendfhip *, much good may 
it do them. The intereft of Hocus and Sir Willi- 
am Crawley, which was now more at heart, made 
this operation upon poor Jack abfolutely necefiury. 
Y< u mav ealilv guefs, that his reft that night was 
but imall, and much difturhed ; however, the re¬ 
maining part of his time he did not employ (as the 
cuftom was formerly) in prayer, meditation, or ting¬ 
ing a double verfe of a pfalm but amufed himfelf 
with dii’pofing of his bank ftock. Many a doubt, 
many a qualm overlpread his clouded imagination : 
“ Mult I then” quoth he “ hang up mv own per- 
“ fonal, natural, individual feif with thefe two hands ! 
“ durusferwe ! VVh.it ir 1 mould be cut down, as my 
“ friends tell me ? There is lomething infamous in 
“ the very attempt: the world will conclude, I had 
“ a guilty conicience. Is it pollible that good man 
“ Sir Roger c.tn have lo much pity upon an unfor- 
“ unate fcoundrel, that ha> pciletured him fo ma- 
** ny years ? No, it cannot be ; I don’t love favours 
“ that pafs through Don Diego’s hands. On the 
“ other tide, my blood chills about my heart at the 
“ thought of thele rogues, with their bloody hands 
“ grabbling in my guts, and pulling out my very 
“ entrails : hang it, ror once I’ll trult my friends.’* 
So Jack rcfolvcd ; but he had done more wifely to 
have put himfelf upon the trial of his country, and 
made his defence in form; many things hap¬ 
pen between the cup and the lip ; witnefies might 
have been bribed, juries managed, or profecutions 
flopped. But lo it was, Jack tor this time had a 
lufficient ftock of implicit faith, which led him to 
his ruin, as the lequel of the ftory Ihows. 

And now the fatal day was come, in which he 

• The E art of N ttineham made the concurrence of the Whigs to 
bring in id carry this oil), one of the conditions of hi; engaging in 
their calif.. 
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was to try this hanging experiment. His fr,e nds 
did not fail him at the appointed hour to «ip 
in practice. Habbakkuk had brought him ^mooth, 
ftrong. tough rope, made of many a P 7 of who^ 

lomc Scandinavian hemp, company ' * # 

ther, with a nooie that dipt as glib as a bu d ^ 
er’s gins. Jack ffirunk and grew pale at firft lig « 
of it 8 - he handled it, hemeafured.it, ftretched i , 
iixed it again ft the iron bar of the window to try us 
teog.h f but no familiarity could reconc et hun o 
i, He found fault with the length, the iliicknels, 
and the twill: nay, the very colour d.d not plea e 

him. “ Will nothing lefs than hanging ler\e, quet 

“ Jack 1 Won’t my enemies take bail tor my goo 
“ behaviour ? Will not they accept of a hoe, or be 
“ fatisfied with the pillory and imprifonment . A 
“ good round whipping, or burning m the cheefc. 

Hab. Nothing but your blood will appeale their 
rage : Make hafte, elfe we (hall be ddcovered 
There’s nothing like furprifing the rogues : How 
they will be difappointed, when they hear that thou 
haft prevented their revenge, and hanged thine own 

ld Uack. That’s true ; but what if I fliould do it in 
effigies? Is there never an old Pope or Render to 
hang up in my ftead ? We are not fo unlike, but it 

may pal's. o- -n 

Hab. That can never be put upon Sir Roger. 
Jack. Are you lure he is in the next room . lla\e 
you provided a very {harp knife, m cale o* the 

Doft take me for a common lyar ? be fatis- 
fied, no damage can happen to your perion ; your 

friends will take care of that. 

Jack. Mav’nt I quilt my rope ? It galls my neck 
ftrangely : Befides, l don’t like this running-knot, 
it holds too tight : I may be ftifled all of a ludden 
Hab. Thou haft lb many ij s and amis-, pruhee 
di I patch j it might have been over before this time. 
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yack. But now 1 think on’t, I would fain fettle 
fome affairs, for fear of the worft : have a little 
patience. 

Hub. There’s no having patience, thou art fuch 
a faintling, filly creature. 

Jack. O thou moft detcftable, abominable paf- 
fivc obedience ! did I ever imagine I fhould become 
thy votary in fo pregnant an inftance ! How will 
my brother Martin laugh at this ffory, to fee him- 
lelf out-done in his own calling ? He has taken the 
dodfrine and left me the pradlice. 

No looner had he uttered thefe words, but like a 
man of true courage, he tied the fatal cord to the 
beam, fitted the noofe, and mounted upon the bot¬ 
tom of a tub, the infide of which he had often gra¬ 
ced in his profperous days. This footffool Habbak- 
kuk kicked away, and left poor Jack (winging, like 
the pendulum of Paul’s clock. I he fatal noole per¬ 
formed its office, and with the moft flrifl ligature 
fqueczed the blood into his face, till it alTumcd a 
purple dye. While the poor man heaved from the 
very bottom of his belly for breath, Habbukkuk 
walked with great deliberation into both the upper 
and lower room to acquaint his friends, who re¬ 
ceived the news with great temper, and with jeers 
and feoff's inftead of pity “ Jack has hanged him- 
“ fell, quoth they ! let us go and fee how the poor 
“ rr.gue lwings.” Then they called Sir Roger. “ Sir 
il Roger, quoth Habbukkuk, Jack has hanged him- 
“ felf, make haffe and cut him down.” Sir Roger 
turned firft one ear, and then the other, not un 
derftanding what he laid. 

Nab. 1 tell you, Jack has hanged himfelf up. 

Sir Roger. Who’s hanged ? 

Hub. Jack. 

Sir Roger. I thought this had not been hanging 
day. 

Hob. But the poor fellow has hanged himfelf. 

Sir Roger. Then let him hang. 1 don’t wonder 
O o 2 at 
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at it, the fellow has been mad theie twenty years. 

With this he flung away. 

Then Jack’s friends began to hunch and puih 
one another, “ Why don’t you go, and cut the 
“ poor fellow down ? Why don’t you? And why 
“ don’t you ? Not 1 , quoth one; Not I, quoth ano* 

« then; Not I, quoth a third ; he may hang till 
“ doomfday before I relieve him. Nay, it is cie- 
dibly reported, that they were lo far Torn luccour- 
ing their poor friend in this his diimal circum- 
ftance, that Ptlchirnlooker and feveral of his com- 
panions went in and pulled him by the legs, and 
thumped him on the breaft. I hen they began to 
rail at him for the very thing which they had a - 
vifed and juftified before, viz. his getting into the 
old gentlewoman’s family and putting on her liveiy. 
The keeper, who performed the la 11 ofli.e, coming 
up, found Jack 'winging with no life in him; he 
took down the body gently, and laid it on a bulk, 
and brought out the rope to the company. * Phis 
“ gentlemen, is the rope that hanged Jack; "hat 
t4 muff be done with it ? ’ Upon which they 01* 
dered it to be laid among the curiofities of Grelham 
college*, and it is called Jacks rope to this veiy 
day. However, Jack after all had fome fmali to¬ 
kens of lire in him, but lies at this time paft hope 
of a total recovery, with his head hanging on one 
fhouldcr, without fpeech or motion. I he coroners 
inqueff fuppofing him to be dead, brought him in 
7 ion compos. 

* Since removed with the royal ibciety into Crape-Court in Fleet*- 

ftreet. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

The conferences between Don Diego and John Bull. 

TOURING the time of the foregoing tranfaftions, 
Don Diego was entertaining J <hn Bull. 

D Diego I hope, Sir, this day’s proceeding will 
convince you of the fineerity of your oid friend 
Diego, and the treachery of Sir Roger- 

J. Bull. What’s the matter now. 

D. Diego. You have been endeavouring, for fe- 
veral years, to have juftice done upon that rogue 
Jack; but what through the remiiThefs of consta¬ 
bles, juftices, and packed juries, he has always 
found the means to efcape. 

J. Bull. What then ? 

D. Diego. Confider then, who is yourbelt friend; 
he that would have brought him to condign punilh- 
ment, or he that has laved him. By my perlualion 
Jack had hanged himfclf, if Sir Roger had not cut 
him down. 

J. Bull . Who told vou, that Sir Roger has done 
fo? 

D. Diego. You feem to receive me coldly; me- 
thinks my fervices deferve a better return. 

J. Bull. Since you value yourfelf upon hanging 
this poor fcoundrel, I tell you, when I have any 
more hanging work. I’ll fend for tnee : I have fome 
better employment for Sir Roger: in the mean 
time, I dcfire the po r fellow n.ay be looked after. 
When he fir ft came out of the north country to 
my family, under the pretended name of t imothy 
Trim,the fellow ftemed to mind his loom and lus 
fpinning-wheel, ’till lomebody turntd his head; 
then he grew fo pragmatical, that he took upon 

him 
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him the government of my whole family : I could 
never order any thing within or without doors, but 
he mull be always giving his counfcl, foriooth ; 
neverthelefs, tell him, 1 will forgive what is pail : 
and if he would mind his bufmeis for the futuie, 
and not meddle out of his own fphere, he will hnd, 
that Tohn Bull is not of a cruel difpohtion. 

D Die«o Yet all your ikilful phyiicians fay, that 
nothing can recover your mother, but a piece of 
Tack’s liver boiled in her ioup. 

7. Bull. Thole are quacks : my mother abhors 
fuen cannibal’s food: fhe is in perfect health at pre- 
fent • I would have given many a good pound to have 
had her io well fome time ago. There are indeed 
two or three troublelome old nurfes *, that, ^ecaule 
they believe I am tender-hearted, will never let me 
have a quiet night’s reft with knocking me up: 
“ Oh. Sir, vour mother is taken extremely ill! 
“ ihe’is fallen into a fainting lit ! fhe has a great 
C< emptinefs, wants fuftenance !” This is only to 
recommend themfelvcs for their great care: John 
Bull, as fimple as he is, underftands a little ot a 
pulfe. 



C II A P. XV. 


The fequel of the meeting at the Salutation. '' 

W HERE I think I left John Bull, fitting be¬ 
tween Nic. Frog and Lewis Baboon, with his 
arms a-kimbo, in great concern to keep Lewis and 
Nic- afunder. As watchtul as he was, Nic. found 
the means now and then to ileal a whiiper, and by 


a 


* New clamours about the danger of the church. 

* At the congref’s of Utrecht. 
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a cleanly conveyance under the table to flip a Ihort 
note into Lewis’s hand; which Lewis as fitly put 
into John’s pocket, with a pinch or a jog, to wain 
him what he was about. John had the cut ioiity to 
retire into a corner to perule thele billet doux of 
N’ic’s; wherein he found, that Nic. had uled great 
freedoms both with his interefi and reputation. 
One contained thele words : “ Dear Lewis, thou 
“ ieefi clearly, that this blockhead can never bring 
“ matters to bear : let thee and me talk to night 
“ by ourfelves at the Ilofe, and I’ll give thee fatis- 
“ fattion.” Another was thus exprc.fi!d ; “ Friend 
“ Lewis, has thy lenle quite forfaken thee, to make 
“ bull luch offers ? Hold fa ft, part with nothing, 
“ and I will give thee a better bargain, I’ll warrant 
“ thee.” 

In fome of his billets he told Lewis, “ That John 
“ Bull was under his guardiai lhip; rhat the belt 
“ part of his fervants were at his command ; that 
“ he could have John gagged and bound whenever 
** he plcafed by the people ot his own family.” In 
all thefe epiltles, blockhead, dunce, als, coxcomb, 
were the belt epithets he gave poor John in others 
he threatDcd, ‘‘That he Elquire South, and the 
“ refi of the tradefmen, would lay Lewis down 
“ upon his back and beat out his teeth, if he did 
“ not retire immediately, and break up the mett- 
“ »ng.” 

I fancy I need not tell my reader, that John of¬ 
ten changed colour as he read, and that his fingers 
itched to give Nic. a good flip on the chops; but 
he wilclv moderated his choleric temper. “ I laved 
“ this fellow, quoth he, from the gallows, when 
he run away from his lalt mafter*, becaule I 

-f- Some offers of the Dutch at that time, in order to get the nego¬ 
tiation into their hands. 

J Threatcnir.it that the allies would carry on the war, without 
the help of the English. 

• The king o 1 S ain, wh fe yoke the Dutch threw off with the 
aHiftancc of :1c English. 

thought 
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thought he was harihly treated: but the rogue 
“ was no fooner iafe under my protecTon than 
“ he began to lie, pilfer, and fteal like the c evi , 

“ When I firft fet him up in a warm houle, he had 
“ hardly put up his fign, when he began to 
“ debauch my bed cuftomers from me. i hen 
“ it was his conftant practice to rob my hih- 
“ pond * f, not only to feed his family, but to trace 
« with the fifhmongers: I connived at toe fe.low, 

“ till he began to tell me, that they were lus as 
“ much as mine. In mv manor of Eaftcheapf, be- 
“ caufe it lay at fome diftante from conltant m- 
“ fpeftion, he broke down my fences, robbed my 
“ orchards, and beat my fervants. W hen 1 ufed 
“ to reprimand him for his tricks, he would talk 
“ faucily, lye and brazen it out, as if he had done 
“ nothing amifs. Will nothing cure thee or thy 
« pranks, Nic. quoth I ? IM1 be forced fome 
“ time or other to ebaftife thee. The rogue got 
« up his cane and threatened me, and was well 
« thwacked for his pains. But l think his beha- 
t; viour at this time worft of all; after I have al * 
“ moffc drowned myfelf to keep his head a ove 
“ water, he would leave me fticking in the mud, 
“ trufting to his goodnels to help me our. After 1 
“ have beggared myfelf with his troublefome law- 
“ fuit, with a pox to him, he takes it in mighty 
“ dudgeon, hecaufe I have brought him here to 
“ end matters amicably, and becauie I won t et 
“ him make me over by deed and indenture as his 
“ lawful cullv ; which to my certain knowledge he 
11 hasattempted fevtral times. But, after all, canft 
“ thou gather grapes from thorns ? Nic does not 
“ pretend to be a gentleman ; he is a tradefman, 
“ a fclf-ieeking wretch; but how earned, thou to 


+ Complaints agairft the Dutch for incroachments in trade, 
fllherv, haft Indies, See. The var with the Dutch on thue ac¬ 
counts. « bear 


i 
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“ bear all this, John? The reafon is plain; thou 
“ conferreft the benefits, and he receives them ; 
“ the firft produces love, and the laft ingratitude. 
“ Ah ! Nic. Nic. thou art a damned dog, that’s 
“ certain : thou knoweft too well, that I will take 
“ care of thee ; elfe thou would’ft not ui’e me thus. 
“ I won’t give thee up, ’tis true : but as true it is, 
“ thou (halt not fell me, according to thy laudable 
“ cuftom. ” While John was deep in this foliloquy, 
Nic. broke out into the following proteftation : 

Gentlemen, 

“ I believe, every body here prefent will allow 
“ me to be a very juft and difinterefted perfon. My 
“ friend John Bull here is very angrv with me, 
“ foifooth, becaufe I won’t agree to his foolifh 
“ bargains. Now I declare to all mankind, I lhould 
“ be ready to facrifice my own concerns to his 
“ quiet; but the care of his intereft, and that of 
“ the honelt tradelmen * that are embarked with 
“ us, keeps me from entering into this compofition. 
“ What fhall become of thole poor creatures ? the 
“ thought of their impending ruin difturbs my 
“ night’s reft, therefore I delire they may fpeak for 
“ themfelves. If they are willing to give up thb 

affair, I (han’t make two words of it.” 

John Bull begged him to lay afide that immode¬ 
rate concern for him ; and with.d put him in mind, 
that the intereft of thole tradefmen had not fit quite 
fo heavy on him fome years ago, on a like occalion. 
Niq. anfwered little to that, but immediately pulled 
out a boatfwain’s whiftle. Upon the firft whiff, the 
tradelmen came jumping into the room, and bepuu 
to lurround Lewis, like fo many yelping curs about a 
great boar ; or, to ufe a mouelter fimile, like duns 
at a great Lord’s levee, the morning he goes into the 


P P 


• T'ie allies, 

Vol. VI. 


country. 
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country. One pulled him by the flccve, another by 
the fkirti, a third hollowed in his ear: they began to 
afk him for all that had been taken from their fore¬ 
fathers bv ftcalth, fraud, force, or lawful purthale - 
fome afked for their manors, others tor acres 
that lay convenient for them ; that he would pull 
down his fences, level his ditches : all agreed in one 
common demand, that he fiiould be purged iweat- 
cd, vomited, and Oarvcd, till he came to a fr/eab e 
bulk, like that of his neighbours : one model ly 
afked him leave to call him brother : Nic frog de¬ 
manded two things, to be his porter and his filh- 
mongcr, to keep the keys of his gates and turmlh 
the kitchen. John’s filter Peg only dehred, that 
he would let his fervants fins plalms a bunclays. 
Some defeended even to the afking of o d deaths, 
fhoes, and boots, broken bottles, tobacco pipes, and 

ends of candles. , 

“ Motafieur Bull, quoth Lewis, you feem to be 
« a man of fome breeding ; for God’s fake, ule 
“ your intereft with thefe Meffieurs, that they 
“ would fpeak but one at once ; for if one had a 
ct hundred pair of hands, and as many tongues, he 
“ cannot fatisfy them all at this rate.” John beg¬ 
ged they might proceed with fome method ; then 
they flopped all of a fudden, and would not fay a 
word. “ If this be your play, quoth John, that we 
«* m ay not be like a quakev’s dumb meeting, let us 
“ begin fome divdrfion ; what d’ye think of roulv- 
“ pouly, or a country dance ? What it we fhoulu 
“ have a match at foot ball ? I am fure we fliall 
«» never end matters at this rate.” 


CHAP. 
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Htw John Bull and Nic. Ft og jet tied their account. 

J. Bull. TOURING this general reflation of talk* 
what if you and I, Nic* fhpuld en¬ 
quire how money matters ftand between us ? 

Nic. Frog. With all my hearr, I love exatft deal¬ 
ing ; and let Hocus audit; he knows how the mo¬ 
ney was difburfed. 

J. Bull. I am not much for that at prefent; 
we’ll fettle it between ourfelves; fai and fquare, 
Nic. keeps friends together. There have been laid 
out in this law-fuit, at one time, 36,000 pounds, 
and 40,000 crowns t In fome cafes I, mothers you, 
bear the greateft proportion 

Nic. Right: I pay three fifths of the greateft num¬ 
ber, and you pay two thirds of the kfler number : 
I think this is fair and fquare, as you call it. 

J. Dull. Well, go on. 

Nic. Two thirds of 36,000 pounds are 24,000 
pounds for your (hare, and, there remains 12,000 
for mine. Again, of the 40.000 crowns I pay 
24,coo* which is three fifths, and you pay only 
16,000, which is two fifths; 24,000 crowns make 
( cco pounds, and 16,000 crowns make 4000 pounds, 
j2,oco and 6coo make j 8,000; 24,000 and 4.000 
make 28,000. So there are 18,000 pounds to my 
fhare of the expences, and 28,000 to yours. 

Afrer Nic. h2d bambouzled John a while about 
the 18,000 and the 28,000, John called for coun¬ 
ters ; but what with flight of hand, and taki ng from 
his own fcore, and adding to John’s, Nic. brought 
the balance always to his own fide. 

J. Bull. Nay, good friend Nic. though I am not 
P p 2 quite 
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quite fo nimble in the fingers, I underftand cy¬ 
phering as well as you. I will produce my accounts 
one by one, fairly writ out off my own books : and 
here I begin with the firft. You muft excuie me, 
if I don’t pronounce the law terms right. 

{John reads .] 

For the expences ordinary of the fuits, fees, to 
judges, puny judges, lawyers, innumerable ot 

all forts. 

Of extraordinaries , as follows per accompt. 

To Elquire South’s accompt for poft terminums 
To ditto for non eji faftums 

To ditto for noliprojequis , dijcontinuance and retrax¬ 
it 

For writs of error 
Suits of conditions unperformed 
To Hocus for dedimus potejiatem 
To ditto foi a capias ad computandum 
To Frog’s new tenants per accompt to Hocus, for 
audita querelas . 

On the laid account for writs of ejeUment and di - 

ftringas 

To Efquire South’s quota for a return of a non ejt 
invent, and nulla habet bona 

To --for a pardon in forma pauperis 

To Jack for a melius inquirendum upon a felo deft 
To coach hire 

For treats to juries and witnefles 

John having read over his articles, with the ref- 
pedtive fums, brought in frog debtor to him upon 
the ballance 33** 2 12 00 

Then Nic. Frog pulled his bill out of his pocket 
and began to read : 

Nicholas Frog’s accompt. 

Remains to be deduced out of the former accompt. 
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Paid by Nic. Frog, for his (hare of the ordinary 
expences of the fuit 

To Hocus for entries of a rege inconfulto 
To John Bull’s nephew for a venire facias , the mo¬ 
ney not yet all laid out 

The coach hire for my wife and family, and the 
carriage of my goods during the time of this 
law-luit 

For the extraordinary expences of feeding my fa¬ 
mily during this law-luit 
To Major -\b. 

To Major Will. 

And fumming all up, found due upon the bnl- 
lance by John Bull to Nic. Frog 09 04 06 

J. Bull. As for your venire facias , I have paid 
you for one already ; in the other 1 believe you 
will be nonfuited. I’ll take care of my nephew 
myfelf. Your coach-hire anJ family charges arc 
moll unreasonable deductions ; at that rate, I can 
bring in any man in the world my debtor. But 
who the devil are thofe two m.ijors, that confumc 
all my money ? I find they always run away with 
the ballance in all accompts. 

Nic Frog. Two very honelt gentlemen, I allure 
you, that have done me lome Service. To tell you 
plainly, Major Ab. denotes thy greater ability, and 
Major Will, thy greater wi lingntfs to ca; ry on this 
law-l'uit. It was but realonable that thou Ihould’ft 
pay both for thy power and thy pojvivcnefs. 

J. Bull. I b lievc I lhall h ive thefe two honed; 
majors dilcount on my fide in a little time. 

Nic . F>og Why all this higgli g with thy friend 
about luch a paltry fum ? Does this become the 
gcncroiity of the noble and rich J hn Bull? I won¬ 
der thou art not alhamed. On Hocus ! Hocus! 
where art thou 1 .t uf.d to go aoorher guile man¬ 
ner in thy time. When a poor man has almoft 
undone himlelf for thy lake, thou art for fleecing 

hint, 
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him, and fleecing him ; is that thy confcience. 

Bull. Very pleafant indeed ! It is well known 
thou retained: thy lawyers by the year, io a frelb 
Jaw-fuit adds but little to thy expences; they a. e 
thy cuftomers * : I hardly ever leII them a far¬ 
thing’s worth of any thing : nay thou haft le up 
an eating-houfe, where the whole tribe of them 
fpend all they can rap or run. If it were well rec¬ 
koned, I believe thou getteft more of my money, 
than thou fpendeft of thy own ; however, if thou 
wilt needs plead poverty, own at leaft, that thy 

accompts are falfe. , _ _ r 

Nic. Frog. No marry won t I; I refer mvfelr to 
thefe honeft gentlemen ; let them judge between 
us Let El quire South fpeak his mind, whether 
my accompts are not right, and whether we ought 
not to go on with our law-fuit. 

7. Bull. Conlult the butchers about keeping ot 
Lent. Doft think, that John Bull will be tried 
bv Piepowders t ? 1 wll 7 0U once for all » J ohn 
Bull knows where his fhoe pinches : none ot your 

Efquires fhall give him the law, as long as he 
wears this trufty weapon by his fide, or has an men 

of broad cloth in his fhop. . . , 

Nic. Frog Why, there it is ; you will be both judge 
and party ; I ant lorry thou difeovereft io much ot 
thyhead-ftrong humour before rheleftrange gentle¬ 
men: I have often told thee it would ptove thy 
ruin fome time or other : let it never be laid, that 
the famous John Bull has departed in Uefpue ot 
court. 

» The monev fpent in Holland ard Flanders. 

+ Court or pup uvders [,u,h puiii fu!-vctizatt) is a court o. record 
incident to ev-ry fair; u hereof the ftetvard i- juoge, and the rr.?. 
is by merchants and traders in the fair. It is fo called, LecaufVit 
molt ufeful in th. fummer; and bccaufc of the expedites in bear¬ 
ing caufes; f"r the matter is to be done, complain, d ot, hearo and 
determined the fame day, that is, before the dull goes oft the kc, o. 
the plaintiffs and defendants. ^ 
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J. Bull. And will it not reflect as much on thy 
character, Nic. to turn barretter in thy old days; 
a ftirrer up of quarrels amongft thy neighbours? 

1 tell thee, Nic. iome time or other thou wilt re¬ 
pent this. 

But John faw clearly he fhould have nothing but 
wrangling, and that he fhould have as little fuc- 
cei’s in fettling his accompts, as ending the compo- 
fition. “ Since they will needs overload my fhoul- 
l * ders, quoth John, I ihall throw down the bur- 
“ den with a fquafh amongft them, take it up who 
** dares; a man has a fine time of it amongft a 
" combination of lharpers, that vouch for one 
** another’s honefty. John, look to thyfelf; old 
“ Lewis makes reafonablc offers; when thou haft 

(pent the fmall pittance that is left, thou wilt 
“ make a glorious figure, when thou art brought 
*’ to live upon Nic. Frog and El'quire South’s ge- 
“ nerofity and gratitude : when thtv ufe thee thus 
** when they want thee, what will they do when 
“ thou wanteft them ? I fay again, John, look to 
" thyfelf.” 

John wifely ftifled his refentments, and told the 
company, that in a little time he fliould give them 
law, or font thing better. 

All. Law ! law ! Sir, by all means *. What is 
twenty-two poor years towards the finilhing a law- 
luit ? For the love of God more law, Sir ! 

J. Bull. Prepare your demands, how many years 
more of law do you want, that I may order my 
affairs accordingly ? In the mean while farewell. 


• Clam urs for continting the war. 
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CHAP. XVII. 

Hew John Bull found ell his family in an uproar at 
home *. 


N IC. FROG, who thought of nothing but car¬ 
rying John to the market, and there difpof- 
ing of him as his own proper goods, was mad to 
find that John thought himfelf now of age to look 
after his own affairs. He rtfolved to traverfe this 
new project, and to make him uneaiy in his own 
family. He had corrupted or deluded moft c.r his 
fervants into the moft extravagant conceits in the 
world ; that their mafter was run mad, and wore 
a dagger in one pocket, and poifon in the other; 
that he had fold his wife and children to Lewis, 
difinherited his heir, and was going to fettle his e- 
ftate upon a parifh boy ; that if they did not look 
after their mafter, he would do fome very mifehie- 
vous thing. When John came home, he found a 
more furprizing feene than any he had yet met 
with, and that you will fay was lomewhat extraor¬ 
dinary. 

He called his cook-maid Betty to be (peak his 
dinner : Betty told him, “ That fhe begged his 
pardon, fhe could not drefs dinner, till fhe knew 
“ what he imended to do with his will.’ “ W hy 
“ Betty, quoth John , thou art not run mad, art 
« thou ? My will at prefent is to have dinner.” 
“ That may be, quoth Betty , but my confcience 
“ won’t allow me to drefs it, till I know whether 
“ you intend to do righteous things by your heir r” 
“ I am lorry for that, Betty, quoth John , I muft 

* Clamours about the danger of the fuccefiion. 

, “ find 





Chap. XVII. JOHN BULL. 305 

“ find fome body die then.” Then he called John 
the barber. “ Before I begin, quoth John , I hope 
“ your honour won’t be offended, if I alk you, 
“ whether you intend to alter your will ? If you 
“ don’t give me a politive anfwrr, your beard may 
“ grow down to your middle for me.” “ I’gad 
“ fo it {hall, quoth Bull, for I will never truft my 
“ throat in fuch a mad fellow’s hands. Where’s 
“ Dick the butler?” “ Look ye, quoth Dick , I 
“ I am very willing to ferve you in my calling d’ye 
“ Ice ; but there are ffcrangc reports, and plain- 
“ dealing is be ft d'ye fee ; I mult be fatislied if you 
“ intend to leave all to your nephew, and if Nic. 
“ Frog is Itill your executor, d’ye fee ; if you will 
“ not fatisfy me as to thefe points, you may drink 
“ with the ducks.” “ And fo I will, quoth John , 
“ rather than keep a buder that loves my heir bet- 
“ ter than myfelf.” Hope the fhoemaker, and. 
Pricket the taylor told him, “ They would molt 
“ willingly ferve him in their feveral ftations, if 
“ he would promife them never to talk with Lewis 
“ Baboon, and kt Nicholas Frog linen draper 
“ manage his concerns; that they could neither 
“ make ihoes nor cloaths to any that were not in 
“ good correfpondence with their worthy friend 
“ Nicholas.” 

J. Bull. Call Andrew my journeyman. How 
goes affairs, Andrew ? I hope the devil has not ta¬ 
ken poffeffion of thy body too. 

Andrew. No, Sir ; I only delire to know what 
you would do if you were dead ? 

John Bull. Julf as other dead folks do, Andrew. 
-Phis is amazing ! T Afidc 

Andrew. 1 mean, if your nephew {hall inherit 
your eftate ? 

J. Bull. That depends upon himfelf. I fhall do 
nothing to hinder him. 

Andrew. But will you make it fure ? 

J. Bull. Thou meaneft, that I fliould put him 
Vol. VI. Q^q ’ n 
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in pofTeffion, for I can make it no furer without 
that; he has all the law can give him. 

Jndreiu. Indeed pofTeffion, as you fay. would 
make it much furer ; they fay, it is eleven points 

of the law. ... 

John began now to think that they were all in- 
chanted; he inquired about the age of the moon ; 
if Nic. had not given them fome intoxicating po¬ 
tion, or if o'd mother Jenifa was Hill alive . No 
“ o’my faith, quoth Hurry, “ I believe there is no 
“ potion in the cafe, bur a little aitrwm P° tab “ e ' 

“ You will have more of this by and by.” He had 
fcarce fpoke the word, when another friend or 
John’s accofted him after the following manner. 

“ Since thofe worthy perfons, who are as much 
tf concerned for your fafety as I am, have employ- 
** ed me as their orator, I defire to know whether 
“ you will have it by way of fyllogifm, enthymem, 

“ dilemma, or forites.” 

John now began to be diverted with their extra¬ 
vagance. ,, , , 

j Bull Let’s have a forites by all means; though 

they are alt new to me. 

Friend. It is evident to all who are verfed in hi- 
ftory, that there were two lifters that played the 
whore two thoufand years ago : therefore it plainly 
follows, that it is not lawful for John Bull to have 
any manner of intercourfe with Lewis Baboon : if it 
is not lawful for John Bull to have any manner of 
intercourfe (correfpondence, if you will,, that is 
much the fame thing), then a fortiori it is much 
more unlawful for the faid John to make over his 
wife and children to the faid Lewis : if his wife and 
children are not to be made over, he is not to wear 
a dagger and ratfbane in his pockets : if he wears 
a dagger and ratfbane it muft be to do mitchief to 
himfelf, and fomebqdy elfe : if he intends to do mif- 
cbief, he ought to be under guardians, and there is 
none fo fit as myfelf, and fome other worthy per¬ 
fons, who have a commiffion for that purpolt from 

Nir. 
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Nir. Frog, the executor of his will and tcflament. 

7 - Bull. Atui this is your forties, you lay,—— 
with that he Inatchcd a good tough oaken cudgel, 
and began to brand ilh it ; then happy was the man 
that was firll at the door : crouding to get out, they 
tumbled down flairs ; and it is credibly reported, fomc 
of them dropped very valuable things in the hurry, 
which were picked up by others of the family. 

“ That any of thele rogues, quoth John Ihould 
“ imagine, I am not as much concerned as they a- 
“ bout having my affairs in a fettled condition, or 
“ that I would wrong my heir for I know not 
“ what ! Well, Nic. I really cannot but applaud 
“ thy dilligence ; I muft own this is teally a pretty 
“ fort of a trick, but it ilian’t do thy bulinefs for 
“ all that.” 

%*%*%*%*§*§*%*%*%*%*%*%*%*%*% 

CHAP. XVIII. 

How Lewis Baboon came to vifit John Bull , and what 
pajjed between them*. 

I think it is but ingenuous to acquaint the reader, 
that this chapter was not wrote by Sir Hum¬ 
phrey himfelf, but by another very able pen of 
the univerfity of Grubllreet. 

J OHN had (by fome good inflruclions given him 
by Sir Roger) got the better of his choleric 
temper, and wrought himfelf up to a great fteadi- 
nefs of mind to purfue his own intercfl through all 
impediments that were thrown In the way; he be¬ 
gan to leave off'fomc of his old acquaintance, his 
roaring and bullying about the ftreets; he put on 
a ferious air, knit his brows, and, for the time, 
had made a very confiderable progrefs in politics, 
• Private negotiations about Dunkirk, 
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confidering 
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confidering that he had been kept a ftranger to hi 
own affairs. However, he could not help difcover- 
iner fome remains of his nature, when he lappenet 
to meet with a foot ball, or a match at cricket; for 
which Sir Roger was fure to take him to talk. John 
was walking about his room, with folded arms, and 
a molt thoughtful countenance : his fervant bi ought 
him word, 'that one Lewis Baboon below wanted 
to fpeak with him. John had got an imprefhon, 
that Lewis was fo deadly cunning a man, that he 
was afraid to venture himfelf alone with him : at 
lad he took heart of grace ; “Let him come up, 
« quoth he, it is but flicking to my point, and he 

“ can never over-reach me.” 

Lewis Baboon. Monfieur Bull, I will frankly ac¬ 
knowledge, that my behaviour to my neighbours 
has been l'omewhat uncivil, and I believe you will 
readily grant me, that I have met with utage accor¬ 
dingly. I was fond of back-fword and cudgel-play 
from my youth, and now I bear in my body many 
a black and blue gafh and fear, God knows. 1 had 
as good a ware-houfe, and as fair poffeffions, as any 
of my neighbours, though I fay it; but a conten¬ 
tious temper, flattering lervants, and unfortunate 
ftars, have'brought me into circumftances that aie 
not unknown to you. Thefe my misfortunes arc 
heightened by domeitic calamities. 1 hat I need not 
relate. I am a poor battered old fellow, and 1 
would willingly end my days in peace: but, alas! 
f fee but fmall hopes of that, for every new circum- 
ifance affords an argument to my enemies to purlue 
Their revenge; formerly I was to be hanged, be¬ 
etle I was too ftrong, and now becaufe I am too 
weak to refift; I am to be brought down when too 
rich, and oppreffed when too poor. Nic. Frog has 
ufed me like a fcoundrel ; you are a gentleman, 
and I freely put myfelf in your hands to ddpoie ot 
me as you think fit. 

' 7 Bull. Look vou, Mafter Baboon, as to your 
i lifagc 
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ufage of your neighbours, you had beft not dwell 
too much upon that chapter; let it fuffice at pre- 
fent, that you have been met with : you have been 
rolling a great (lone up hill all your life, and at 
laft it has come tumbling down till it is like to crufh 
you to pieces: plain-dealing is beft. If you have 
any particular mark, Mr. Baboon, whereby one 
may know when you fib, and when you fpeak truth, 
you had beft tell it me, that one may proceed ac¬ 
cordingly; but iince at prefent I know of none 
fuch, it is better that you fhould truft: me, than 
that I fhould truft you. 

L. Baboon. I know of no particular mark of ve¬ 
racity amongft us tradefmen, but intereft: and it 
is manifeftly mine not to deceive you at this time ; 
you may fafely truft me, I can allure you. 

J. Bull. The truft I give is in Ihort this ; I mud 
have fomething in hand, before I make the bargain, 
and the reft, before it is concluded. 

L. Baboon. To fhew you I deal fairly, name your 
fomething. 

J. Bull. I need not tell thee, old boy ; theu canft 
guefs. 

L. Baboon. Ecclefdown-caft’e *, I’ll warrant you, 
becaufe it has been formerly in your family! hay no 
more, you fhall have it. 

J. Bull. I (hall have it to m’own felf? 

L. Baboon. To thy n’own felf. 

y. Bull. Every wall, gate, room, and inch of 
Ecclefdown caftle, you lay ! 

L. Baboon. Juft i'o. 

7 . Bull. Every fingle ftone of Ecclefdown caftle, 
to m’own felf, fpeedily ! 

L. Baboon. "When you pleafe; what needs more 
words ? 

J. Ball. But tell me, old boy, haft thou laid a 
fide all thy equivocals and mentals in this cafe. 


* Dunkirk, 


L. Baboon. 
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L Baboon. There’s nothing like matter of fa&; 

feeing is believing. . 

% Hull. Now thou talked: to the purpole ; let 
us lhake hands, old boy. Let me afk thee one quelr 
tion mo e ; what haft thou to do to meddle with 
the affairs of my family ? to difpole of my eftate, 

old boy ? , . , . , 

L Baboon. Juft as much as thou haft to do with 

the affairs of Lord Strutt. 

J. Bull. Ay, but my trade, my very being was 

concerned in that . 

L. Baboon. And my intereft was concerned in the 
other: but let us both drop our pretences; ioi 1 
believe it is a moot point, whether I am more like¬ 
ly to make a Mafter Bull, or you a Lord Strutt. 

J. Bull. Agreed, old boy ; but then I muft ha’.e 
fecurity, that I fhall carry my broad cloth to mar¬ 
ket, old boy. 

L. Baboon. That you fhall: Ecclefdown-caftie i 
Ecclefdown ! remember that: why wouldft thou 
not take it, when it was offered thee fome ycais 
ago ? 

J. Bull. I would not take it, becaufe they told 
me thou wouldft not give it me. 

L. Baboon. How could Monfieur Bull be fo 
grofsly abuled by downright nonfenfe ? they that 
advifed you to retufe, muft have believed : intend- 
ed to give, elfe why would they not make the ex¬ 
periment ? but I can tell you more of thit matter, 
than perhaps you know at prefent. 

J. Bull. But what fayeft thou as to the Ffquire, 
Nic. Frog, and the reft of the tradefmen ? 1 muft 
take care of them.- 

L. Baboon. Thou haft but fmall obligations to 
Nic. to my certain knowledge : He has not uled 
me like a gentleman. 

J. Bull. Nic. indeed is not very nice in your punc¬ 
tilios 
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lilios of ceremony ; he is clownifh, as a man may* 
lay: Belching and calling of names have been al¬ 
lowed him time out of mind, bv prefcripiion ; but 
however, we are engaged in one common caule, 
and I muft look after him. 

L B.ib'jon. All matters that relate to him, and 
the re It of the plaintiffs in this law-iuit, 1 will refer 
to your juftice. 


CHAP. XIX. 

Nic. Frog's letter to J hn Bull ; -wherein he endeavours 
to vindicate all his conduct , with relation to John 
Bull and the laiv-Juit. 

N IC. perceived now that his cully had eloped, 
that John intended henceforth to deal with¬ 
out a broker; but he was refolved to leave no ftone 
unturned to recover his bubble : Amongft other ar¬ 
tifices he wroteamoft obliging letter, which he fent 
him printed in a fair‘character. 

Dear Eriend *. 

‘‘ W Hi * N I . conl ' ldc rcd the late ill ufage I have 
4t . mel with f* r om you, I was reflecting what 
t . it was that could provoke you ro it ; but upon a 
narrow infpeCtion into my conduft, I can find 
nothing to reproach myfelf with, but too partial 
;; a ^ oncern for your intcrefi. You no foouer fet 
t ^ 1,s compolition a-foot, but I was ready to com* 
p!v, and prevented your very wifhes ; and the 
‘‘ affair might have been ended before now, had it 
” ot been r he greater concerns of Efquire 
South, and the other poor creatures imbarked 






* Subilauce of the States letter. 
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in the fame common caufe, whole fafety touch¬ 
es me to the quick. You feemed a little jealous, 
that I had dealt unfairly with you in money- 
matters, till it appeared by your own accounts 
that there was lomethingdue to me upon the pai- 
lance. Having nothing to anfwer to lo plain a 
demonftration, you began to complain, as it l 
had been familiar with your reputation ; when it 
is well known, not only I, but the meanelt ler- 
vants in my family, talk ol you with the utmoft 
refpeft. I have always, as far as in me hes, ex¬ 
horted vour fervants and tenants to be dutifu ; 
not that I any way meddle in your domeltic at- 
fairs, which were very unbeconing for me to do. 
If fome of your fervants exprefs their great con¬ 
cern for you in a manner that is not fo very polite, 
you ought to impute it to their extraordinaiy 
zeal, which deferves a reward, rather than a 
reproof. You cannot reproach me tor want ot 
fuccefs at the Salutation, fince I am not matter 
: of the pafiions and interefts of other folks. L 
: have beggared myfelf with this law-luit, under- 
‘ taken merely in complaiiance to you; and it you 
[ would have had but a little patience, I had itni 

< greater things in referve, that I intended to have 
« done for you. I hope, what I have laid will pre- 

< vail with you to lay alidc your unreafonable jea- 
‘ loulies, and that we may have no more meetings 
* at the Salutation, fpending our time and money 
« to no purpofe. My concern for your welfare and 
‘ profperity almoft makes me mad. Tou may be 

‘ alTured I will continue to jae 

“ Your affectionate 
“ friend and fervant 

NIC. FROG.” 


John received this with a good deal of fangfrotd: 
Tranfcia quoth John, cum ceteris erroribus. He 
was now at his eale ; he faw' he could now make a 
i very 
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very good bargain for himfelf, and a very fafe one 
for other folks. “ My fhirt , quoth he, is near me, 
“ but my lkin is nearer : Whilft I take care of the 
“ welfare of other folks, nobody can blame me to 
“ apply a little balfam to my own fores. It is a 
“ pretty thing, after all, for a man todo his own bufi- 
“ nefs; a man has fuch a tender concern forhim- 
“ felf, there’s nothing like it. This is fomething 
“ better, I trow, than fir John Bull to be ftand- 
“ ing in the market, like a great dray horfe, with 

“ Frog's paws upon his head.-What will you 

“ give me for this beaft ? Strviteur Nic. Frog, you 
“ may kifs my back fide, if you pleale. Though 
“ John Bull has not read your Ariftotles, Platos, 
“ and Machiavels, he can fee as far into a milfione 
“ as another.” \\ irh that John began ro chuc¬ 
kle and laugh, till he was like to have burft his 
fides. 



CHAP. XX. 

The difeourfe *, that pajfed between Nic. Frog and 
Efquire South, which John Bull overheard. 

J OHN thought every minute a year, till he got 
into Ecclefdown caltle; he repairs to the balu- 
tation, with a delign to break the matter gently to 
his partners; before he entered, he overheard Nic. 
and the i fquire in a very pleafant conference. 

Ejq. South. Oh the ingratitude and injuftice of 
mankind ! that John Bu i, whom I have honoured 
with my friendfhip and p.onction fo long, fliould 
flinch at lafi, and pretend that he can difburfe no 


* Negotiations between 'he Emperor and the Dutch for continuing 
the war, and getting the property of Flanders. 
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more money for me! that the family of the Souths 
by his fneaking temper fhould be kept out of thur 

own ! _ . - 

Nic. Fro 7. An’t like your Worfhip, I am in a- 
maze at it; I think the rogue Ihould be compelled 

to his duty. . . . r , , 

Efq. South. That he fhould prefer Ins fcandalous 

pelf, the duft and dregs of the earth, to the prol- 

perity and grandeur of my family ! 

Nic. Frog. Nay, he is mUfakcn there too ; tor 
lie would quickly lick himfelf whole again by his 
vails. It is ft range he fhould prefer Philip Baboon 3 

cullom to I'd quire South s. ... , 

Ffq. South. As you fay, that my clothier, that is 
to set fo much bv the purchafe, fhould refufe to 
put me in pofleffion; did you ever know any man s 
tradefman ferve him fo before • n . 

Nic. Frov. No, indeed, an’t pleafe your Worfhip, 
it is a very^ unufual proceeding ; and I would not 
have been guilty for the world. If your Honour 
had not a great flock of moderation and patience, 

you would not bear it fo well as you do. 

J Efq. South. It is moft intolerable, that’s certain, 

Nic. and I will be revenged. 

Nic. Frog. Methinks it is ftrange, that Philip Ba¬ 
boon’s tenants do not all take your Honour’s part ; 
confidering how good and gentle a mailer you are. 

Efq. South. True, Nic. but few are fenfible of 
merit in this world : it is a great comfort, to have 
fo faithful a friend as thyfelf in fo critical a junc- 

Nic. Frog. If all the world fhould forfake you, 
be afiured Nic. Frog never will; let us flick to our 
point, and we’ll manage Bull, I’ll warrant ye. 

Efq. South. Let me kifs thee, dear Nic. I have 
found one honeft man among a thoufand at laft. 

Nic. Frog. If it were poflible, your Honour has 
it in your power to wed me hill clofer to your in- 

tereft. . 

Efq. South. 
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Efq. South. Tell me quickly, dear Nic. 

Nic. Frog. You know I am your tenant; the 
difference between my leafe and an inheritance is 
fuch a trifle, as I am fure you will not grudge 
your poor friend ; that will be an encouragement 
to go on : bclldes, it will make Bull as mad as the 
devil : you and I (hall be able to manage him then 
to fome purpofe. 

El’q. South . Say no more, it will be done, Nic to 
thy heart’s content. 

John all this while was liftening to this comical 
dialogue, and laughed heartily in his fleeve at the 
pride and fimplicity of the Efquire, and the fly 
roguery of his friend Nic. 1 hen of a (uddeo, 
bolting into the room, he began to tell them, that 
he believed he had brought Lewis to realonable 
terms, if they would pleafe to hear them. 

Then they all bawled out aloud, “ No compo- 
«« fit ion, long live Efquire South and the law!” 
As John was going to proceed, fome roared, fome 
damped with their feet, others flopt their ears with 
their lingers. 

Nay, Gentlemen, quoth John, if you will but 
flop proceeding for a while, you (hall judge your 
felves whether Lewis’s propofals are realonable *. 

Ad. Very line indeed, ftop proceeding, and io 
lofe a term. 

J. Bull. Not fo neither; we have fomething by 
way of advance, he will put us in polfeflion of his 
manour and caflle of Eccleidown. 

Nic. Frog. What doft thou talk of us, thou 
meaneft thvfelf. 

J. Bull. When Frog took polfellion of any thing 
it was always laid to be for us, and why may nec 
John Bull be us, as well as Nic. Frog was us ? I 
hope John Bull is no more confined to fingularity 
than Nic. Frog ; or, take it lo, the conftant doc- 

• Propofals for ceflation of arms, and deliver)-of Dunkirk. 
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trine that thou haft preached up for many years, 
was, that thou and I were one ; and why mut we 
fuppofed two in this cafe, that were always one be¬ 
fore? it is impoffible that thou and I can fall out, 
Nic. we muft truft one another ; I have trufted thee 
with a great many things, prithee trult me \%iti 

this one trifle. , , 

Nic. Frog. That principle is true in the main, but 
there is fome fpecialtv in this cale, that makes it 
highly inconvenient for us both. 

J. Bull. Thofe are your jealoufies, that the com- * 
mon enemies fow between us ; how often haft thou 
warned me of thefe rogues, Nic. that would ma^e 
us miftrullful of one another ! . 

Nic. Frog. This Ecclefdown-caftle is only a bone 

of contention. . . c 

y. Bull. It depends upon you to make it lo, ior 

mv part I am as peaceable as a lamb. 

'Nic. Frog. But do you conlider the unwhole- 
fomenefs of the air and foil, the expenfes of re¬ 
parations and fervants ? I would fcorn to accept or 
luch a quagmire. 

J. Bull. You are a great man, Nic. but in my 
circumftances, I muft be even content to take it as 
it is. 

Nic. Frog. And you are really fo filly as to be¬ 
lieve the ofd cheating rogue will give it you. 

J. Bull. I believe nothing but matter of fact, I 
ft and and fall by that, I am refolved to put him to 

1 'Nic. Frog. And fo relinquifh the hopefulleft 
caufe in the world, a claim that will certainly in the 
end make thy fortune for ever ! 

J. Bull. Wilt thou purchafe it, Nic. ? thou fhalt 
have a lumping pennyworth ; nay, rather than 
that we fnould differ, 'i’ll give thee fomething to 
take it off my hands. 

Nic. Frog. If thou wouldft but moderate that 
hafty, impatient temper of thine, thou fhouldft 
J ’ quickly 
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quickly fee a better thing than all that. What 
lhouldft thou think to find old Lewis turned out 
of his paternal eftates, and the manlion houfe of 
Clay-pool * ? Would not that do thy heart good, 
to fee thy old friend Nic. Frog. Lord of Clay- 
pool ? then thou and thy wife and children fhould 
walk in my gardens, buy toys, drink lemonade, and 
now and then we fhould have a country dance. 

J. Bull. I love to be plain, i’d as lieve fee myfelf 
in Ecclefdown-calfle, as thee in Clay-pool. I tell 
you again, Lewis gives this as a pledge of his fince- 
rity ; if you won’t flop proceeding to hear him, I 
will. 


**• «*• *■# **» ♦*# * f # **♦ •*# ♦’« 
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CHAP. XXI. 

The rcjl of Nic s fetches \ to keep John out of EccJef- 
down-cajlle. 

W HEN Nic. could not difiuade John by ar¬ 
gument, he tried to move his pity ; he 
pretended to be lick and like to die, that he lhould 
leave his wife and children in a ftarving condition, 
it John did abandon him; that he was hardly able 
to crawl about the room, far lefs capable to look 
after luch a troublefome bufinefs as this law-fuir, 
and therefore begged that his good friend would 
not leave him. When he faw that John was ftill 
inexorable, he pulled out a cafe-knife, with which 
he uled to fnickerfnee, and threatened to cut his 
own throat. Thrice he aimed the knife to his 
wind pipe with a moll determined threatning air. 

• Clay-pool, Faris. Lutetia. 

f Attempts to binder the ceiTation, and taking pofleflion of Dun¬ 
kirk. 

“ What 
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“ What {lonifies life, quoth he, in this languifliing 
“ condition ? It will be Tome pleafure, that my 
“ friends will revenge my death upon this barba- 
rous man, that has been the caufe ot it.” _ All 
this while John looked fedate and calm, neither 
offering in the lead to match the knife, nor flop 
his blow, muffing to the tendernefs Nic. had lor his 
ownperfon: when he perceived, that John was 
immoveable in his purpolc, he applied himlelf to 

^'^Art thou, quoth he, turned bubble in thy old 
age, from being a (harper in thy youth ? What 
“ occafion haff thou to give up Eccleldown-caffle 
«< to John Bull ? his friendfhip is not worth a rufh ; 

« give it me, and I’ll make it worth thy while. 
“ If thou diflikeft that propofition, keep it thyleff, 
cc I’d rather thou (houldff have it than he. It 
“ thou harkeneft not to my advice, take what 
“ follows; El quire South and I will go on with 
*t our law-fuit in (pite of John Bull s teeth. 

L. Baboon. Monfieur Bull has ufed me like a 
aenileman, and I am refolved to make good my 
promife, and truft him for the conlcquences. 

Nic Frog. Then I tell thee thou art an old doat- 
ing fool—With that, Nic. bounced up with a 
(bring equal to that of one of your nimbleft rum- 
blers or rope-dancers, and fell foul upon John 
Bull, to fnatch the cudgel he had in Ins hand 
that he might thwack Lewis with it : John held 
it faff, fo that there was no wrenching it from 
him. At laft ’Squire South buckled too, to aihtt 
his friend Nic. John haled on one fide, and they 
two on the other; fometimes they were like to 
pull John over; then it went all of a iudden again 
on John’s fide; fo they went fee fawing up and 
down, from one end of the room to the other. 
Down tumbled the tables, bottles, glafles, and to- 


* The arir.y. 


bacco- 
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b.icco-pip's: the wine and the tobacco were all 
fpilt about the room, and the little fellows were 
alinoft trod under foot, till more of the tradefmen 
joining with Nic. and the ’Squire, John was hardly 
able to pull againft them all, yet would he never 
quit hold of his trufty cudgel : which by the con¬ 
trary force of two fo great powers broke lhort in 
his hands f. Nic. feized the longer end, and with 
it began to baftinado old Lewis, who had flunk in¬ 
to a corner, waiting the event of this lquabble. 
Nic. cante up to him with an infolent menacing air 
fo that the old fellow was forced to fkuttle out of 
the room, and retire behind a dung-cart. He cal¬ 
led to Nic. “ Thou infolent jackanapes ! time was 
“ when thou durft not have ufed me fo, thou now 
“ take ft me unprovided, but, old and infirm as I 
“ am, I lhall find a weapon by and by to chaftife 
“ thy impudence.” 

When John Bull had recovered his breath, he 
began to parley with Nic. “ Friend Nic. I am glad, 
“ to find thee fo ftrong after thy great complaints : 
“ really thy motions, Nic. are pretty vigorous 
“ for a conlumptive man. As for thy wordly af- 
“ fiirs, Nic. if it can do thee any fervice, I freely 
“ make over to thee this profitable law-fuit, and I 
“ delire all tlufe gentlemen to bear witnefs to this 
<k my a<ft and deed. Yours be all the gain, as mine 
“ has been the charges; I have brought it to bear 
“ finely: however, all 1 have laid out upon it 
“ goes for nothing, thou fhalt have it with all its 
“ appurtenances, I alk nothing but leave to go 
“ home.’’ 

Nic. Frog. The counfcl are fee’d, and all things 
prepared for a trial, thou (halt be forced to ftand 
the ifTue; it lhall be pleaded in thy name as well as 
mine : go home if thou canft, the gates are Ihur, 

The reparation of the ariry. 
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the turnpikes locked * and the roads barricadoed- 
7. Bull. Even thefe very ways, Nic. that thou 
told eft me, were as open to me as thylelt: ir I can ^ 
pals with my own equipage, what can 1 expect 101 
my goods and waggons ? I am denied pa lage thro 
thofe very grounds that I have purchaled with my 
own money -, however. I am glad 1 have made tie 
experiment, it may ferve me in home head. 

Tohn Bull was fo overjoyed that he was going 
to take pofieffion of Ecclefdown, that nothing 
could vex him.'“ Nic. quoih he, I am juft a going 
“ to leave thee, caft a kind look y upon me at 

Nic. looked four and grum, and would not o- 

pen his mouth. , , _ r , _ „ 

7. Buil. “ I wifti thee all the fuccefs that thy 
“ heart can defire, and that thefe honeft gent e 
“ men of the long robe may have their belly lull 

“ of law.” r 

Nic. could ft and it no longer, but flung out of 
the room with dildain, and beckoned the lawyeis 

to follow him. r 

J. Bull. “ B'uv, Buy, Nic. not one poor lmile 

“ at parting ; won’t you {hake your day day, Nic 
•t buy Nic, ?” With that John marched out of the. 
common road crols the country to take pofieffion 
of Ecclefdown. 

* Difficulty of the march of r art of thc arm y t0 Dunkirk * 
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Of the great joy that John exprcffed when he got pojjef- 
fion of Ec clef down *. 

Tyllen John had got into his caftle, he Teemed 
v v like Ulyfles upon his plank after he had been 
well fouled in falt-water; who, as Homer fays, was 
as glad as a judge going to fit down to dinner, after 
hearing a long caufe upon the bench. I dare fay 
John Bull’s joy was equal to that of either of the 
two; he flapped from room to room; ran up 
Hairs and down Hairs, from the kitchen to the gar¬ 
rets, and from the garrets to the kitchen ; he peeped 
into every cranny ; fometimes he admired the beau¬ 
ty of the architecture, and the vaH folidity of the 
mafon’s work ; at other times he commended the 
fymmetry and proportion of the rooms. He walked 
about the gardens : he bathed himfelf in the canal, 
fwimming, diving, and beating the liquid element, 
like a milk-white fwan. The hall rel'ounded with, 
the Uprightly violin, and the martial hautboy. The 
family tript it about and capered, like hail-Hones 
bounding from a marble floor. Wine, ale, and 
October flew about as plentifully as kennel water : 
then a frolic took John in the head to call up fome 
of Nic. Frog’s penlioners, that had been fo muti¬ 
nous in his family. 

J. Bull. Are you glad to fee your mafler in Ec« 
cleldown-caflle ? 

All. Yes, indeed, Sir. 

J. Bull. Extremely glad t 

All . Extremely glad, Sir. 


• Dunkirk. 
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£ fn'L^;! 0 toltn 12 Tnl^thrir fouls 
.o^otftpShell.lfanyperfon in she .odd 

r£j f e /j 0 Now“ang y me'in don’t believe you are 
a ^o^ntel rafcals, ^wever take thts 

i„g over, he called to N^c-Fro^ ^ wh „ e j am> 

.. n“m h/pc the caufe goes L fwimmingly, Nic. 
(< ‘When doft thou intend to go to C ay P u , 

- Wilt thou buv there fome high heads ot the 
wilt tnou uuv , ? TT comeft thou 

“ neweft cut for my dmaghtetrs^Ho ^ ^ 

<« to po with thy arm tied up • e-p. 

.. Sven Ace a rap over thy fingers-ends 1 hy 

“ weapon was a good one, when "" j c f bu . 
it t T, e butt end remains in my hand_. 

« fy in packing up my goods, that ^7 - 
<t ,0 talk with thee any longer. It 
“ heart good to fee what waggon-loads 1 am pie 
paring for market. If thou wanted any good 
.. office of mine, for all that has happened, 1 will 

“ ufe the, well* Nic. B’uy Nic. 


i 


POST- 





[ 3 J 3 3 


POSTSCRIPT. 

TT has been difputed amongdthe literati of Grub- 
ftreet, whether Sir Humphry proceeded any far¬ 
ther into the hiftory of John Buil. By diligent en¬ 
quiry we have found the titles of fome chapters, 
which appear to be a continuation of it ; and are 
as follow. 

Chap. I. How John was mule angry with the articles 
of agreement How he k'nked the parchment through 
the houfe, upfav s and down Jtairs, and put him- 
felf in a great heat theieby. 

Cnap. II. How in his puffion he was going to cut off 
Sir Roger's head with a cleaver. Of the Jirange 
manner of Sir Roger's efcaping the blow, by laying 
his head upon the dre.Ter. 

Chap. III. How fome of John s fervants attempted to 
fcalc his houfe with rope ladders ; and how many un¬ 
fortunately dangled in the fame. 

Chap. IV. Of the methods by which John endeavoured 
to preferve the peace among/1 his neighbours: how 
he kept a pair of dill-yards to weigh them ; and by 
diet , purging , vomiting, and bleeding, tried to bring 
them to equal bulk and drer.gth. 

Chap. V. Uffafe accounts of the weightsgzvrtz in by 
fome of the journeymen ; and of the New market 
tricks that were praflifed at the dill yards. 

Chap. VI. How Johns new journeymen brought him 
other guife accounts of the dill-yards. 

Chap. VII. How Sir Swain Northy * was by bleed- 
ing , purging , and a feel-diet, br ought into aeon- 
fumption ; and how John was forced afterwards 
to give him the gold cordial. 

Chap. VIII. How Peter Bear\ was over-fed, and 
afterwards refufed to Jubmit to the courfe of phyfic. 

* King of Sweden, -f Czar of Mofcovy, 

S f 2 
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Chap. IX. How John pampered ffunk 

ZTcJalLii'e, and ^ffor^n ieef. 

Ci,;fxi Z & £** *-«» 

Jaiighter Frog, hearing the girl[queak, 

«®«* - 

con ft able no-preventative of a rape 

Chap XIV. How John rofe out of his hid in a cold 

! 7Anzr: 

X, 

/foS they both fell upon John, Jo tout he Mas for 

Ow£"kv‘‘H o-J John came -with his conftable's Jlaff 
Trrfl NicHdaughter, and break the before 

CteftySl"Comment ary upon 

exemplified w feme new affairs 

between John Bull and Lewis Baboon. 

I Q iap XVil. A dijtourje of the delightful game f 

I ?± folo in clubs, ami -Mas bcajlcd: horns John 
I ofiled Lewis for his King, and anas afraid that his 

own partner.Jhould have too many tricks. and who 

the fuccefs andJkill of quadrille depends upon 

ling a right King. 

* The Otlend company. 

End of Vol. VI. 





































